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in the Hotel Commodore, New York City, under the auyspiciles of
"New Masses" to honor negroes and white Americans ‘for their
contributions toward an America of peace.
MISCELLANEOUS A e
' b7C
A 19,3 letterhead of the Book Union, Incorpor- p7p
ated, 381 lLth Avenue, New York City, reflects the name ol one
STERLING BROWN as being one ol the Advisd%y Council.

The Book Union has been cited by the Special
Corrnittee on Un-Amerigan Activities, Report of March 29, 194,
page 96, as being dis%gibutors of Communist literature.

r___ﬂnniidﬁnhﬁal Intormant or kanf:Efiifﬁiiﬁty’
advised on that one STE BROWN

l 1 |

I [TAQUES ROUMAIN, Pgcently deceased Haitian negro

poet and ardent Communist. ~ -

N
\ :

Contidential Infhrmant of known reliabi-
lity, advised that the Associatidn ot Democratique Haltieunne

and Friends of JAQUES ROUMAIN was ‘¢completely controlled by
the Communist Party. . \\

SA | lascertained on March 27,
1953, that the files ol the Bureau of 3pecial Services and
Investigation, New York City Police Department, reflect that
the subject was listed as homnorary Chairman of a banquet to be
held at the EsSex House on February 23, 1951, in honor ot
We E« B. DUBOIS. '

| LOUIS F. BUDENZ, former Managing Editor of the
"Daily Worker" and a Communist Party functlonary until October,
19,5, has described DuBOIS as a concealed Commupist.

Confidential Inrormant[;;;;L;r unEQown reliab-
ility, but who has furnished reliable ation in the past,
Iadvisedl |

I | He stated that he had no knowledga oi any
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Communist tendencies on the part of the subject and as a matter
of' fact he has on occasion heard the subject express[ff;]dissat—

isfaction of PAUL ROBESON and ROBESON's activitiess further
stated that the person who would know more about the subject's
activities during the time he was at Vassar College was a former
protf'essor at Vassar by the name of | ]

He stated that it was his opinion that] fwould not have

assoclated with the subject it the subJect,had shown any
Communist tendencies at all.

In June of 1950 LOUIS BUﬁENz advised that
PAUL ROBESON was Known to him as a concealed Communist in
the years prior to 1945.

Conitidential Informants

I } all ot known rellabIlity, advise
on March 26, 1953, that the subject was unknown to them.

- RUC =~
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Oﬂice Mema@dum e UNITED STA@ GOVERNMENT

DIRsCTOR, FBI  (100-4396L) ‘ DATE: March 30, 1953
\%FROM : SAC, WFO (101~1381)

SUBJECT: STERLING ALLEN ﬁROWN
SECURITY MATTER ~ C b6
LABOR - FEDERAL SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS b7C
. ACT OF 1953.

Rebulet 3-3~53 "Employees of Howard University, Washington, D.C.,
j Labor - Federal Security Appropriations Act of 1953", and bulet 3-6-53
bearing same caption as instant letter.

tnclosed are five copies of the report of SA
dated March 30, 1953.

In accordance with instructions contained in rebulet 3-3-53 authority
is hereby requested to interview subject.

Re SAC letter #127, 12-5-52, Section (H) INTERVIEWS OF SUBJECTS
OF SECURITY CASES.

The following information, not included in the enclosed report,
is offered for the Bureau's consideration:

(2)

J

(k)

(5) There is no information available indicating
e membership or affiliation in subversive groups
& of any other close relatives of the subject.

./
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FEDERAL BUREA INVESTIGﬂQN ol
THAL

u.“ § i-;.;j ‘ b '?w‘dh}fg:"’?“vmf
i?:;lsucli(;al oricinaTED AT WASHINGTON FIELD : iy I - HEERE' TS b6
REPORT MADE AT DAmHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY b7 c
* WASHINGTON, D.C. | 3-30-53 | 3/11-26/53 | | it

TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE -

- SECURITY MATTER - C
STERLING ALLEN BROWN . | LABOR~FEDERAL SECURITY
APPROPRIATIONS ACT OF 1953

- ./"“"‘“‘\\

SYNOP/?L}’%?T"’ACTS= S}E}#\?LING ALLEN BROWN, born 5-1-0l, Washington,

i D.C.\recipient B.A. Williams College and M.A.

/ , 5 Harvard University. Since mid 20's has taught
“ \‘j\(\ % g at ious colleges and universities; on faculty

/ LN~ g+ | of English. Residence 1222 Kearny Street, N.E.,
Vg o Washington, D.C. Subject is well known poet,
y ) \essayist, and literary critic; specialist in field
~"of Negro poetry. Details of alleged affiliation
ith Cammunist Party set out. Subject has in past

izations cited by Attorney General. Subject's

ings have appeared and been referred to in some

ist publications; howewer, many of his works

appeared in publications of a non-Communist

—-ndbure. In 1942 BROWN was subject of investigation
RN \) : by FBI under perview of Hatch Act. Comments by

lj' ' % L associates at vhat time set forth - favorable,

3 Results of 1942 interview thWject set out =

>

pV admitted some Cammunist front affiliations, denied
‘. \\ others. Reliable informants acquainted with current
Q\\~\§\‘ Communist activities D.C. area unacquainted with
i v sub,gect and wife. Agency checks not pertinent.
S ' MEPTON o
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DETATLS: AT WASHINGTON, D.C.

PREFACE

In 1942 STERLING ALLEN BROWN was investigated by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation under the purview of Hatch Act, and in accordance
therewith was interviewed under oatu by a 8Special Agent of the Federal
Bureau of investigation. The verbatim record of tnis interview will be
set out in full in the MISCELLANEOUS Section of instant report.

During the Hatch Act investigation a number of associates,
friends, neighbors, etc., of the subject were interviewed. Their general
comnents will also be reported in the MISCELLANE(OUS Section. However,
where these individuals made comments specifically applicable to the
subject's activities and/or attitudes concerning various organizgtions
of & Communist nature, those comments will be set out in the appropriate
section and sub~section of this report relating to the specific orgapization
involved, =

/ \

/ /

This investigation reveals STERLING BROWN to be a pqéé, essayist,
and literary critic of note, particularly in the field of Negfo poetrye
A number of his works have appeared in Communist publications and/or
referred to in publications of this natures On the other hand,-numerous—™ ~—~*
of the subject's contributions have appeared in publications no{ Communist
in nature. Where the works appear or are referred to in CommuniSt publicae~"
tions reference to same will be made in the appropriate section and sub-
section of this report. In addition a section entitled STERLING ALLEN
BROWN CONTRIBUTOR TC NUMEROUS OTHER PUBLICATIONS, is being devoted to a
listing, from generally available sources, of subject's writings appearing
in non~-Coammunist publications,

BACKGROUND
Birth Data
The records of the Bureau of Vital, Statistics, birth record
number 109432, reveals that STERLING BROWN was born on May 1, 1901 at
246l 6th Street, N.W., Washington, D.Ce
! e -
Parents are listed as STZRLING NELSUN BROWN, and ADELATDE BROWN,

nee Allen, both born in Tennessee. Father's occupation is listed 43
clergyman,

—2-‘
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Citizenship Status

b6
b7C
The subject is a United States citizen by virtue of his birth
at Washington, D.C.
Education
The personnel files of Howard University, reviewed by SA
reveal that subject attended Williams College fram 1918 To 2
receiving a B.A. Degree., He also attended Harvard University 1922 to 1923
and 1931 to 1932 and is a recipient of a M.A. Degreee.
Marital Status
According to a report of the Crodit Bureau Incorporated dated _; E
September 1L, 1950 the subject ig] A @y

Military Service Record / -/

There is no information available indicating the subject to
have ever been a mempber of any branch of the military service.

Criminal Record

A check of the subject's name in the Criminal Arrest Records
Section, Metropolitan Police Department reveals no record for the subjecte

The subject's name was also checked in thé'uame Index Section
of the Identification Division, Federal Bureau of Investigation, and no
record was located.

Eggloyment

The personnel files of Howard University reveal the following
employment record for the subject:

1923 to 1926, teacher, Virginia Seminary and
College, Lynchburg, Virginia.
1926 to 1928, teacher, Lincoln University,
Jefferson City, Missouri.

1928 to 1929,Fisk University,
Nashville, Tennessee,
1929 to present. In 1929 subject entered on
duty at Howard Unmiversity at Washington, D.C.
and in 1942 was elevated to the position of
Associate Professor of English., He is presently
a Professor of English. This employment was

w3ee
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interrupted by periods of sabbatical leave

1931 to 1932 and 1937 to 1938, He was on

leave of absence from Howard Univeesity 1947

to 1948 for purpose of writing a book.

1934 to 1937 (summer sessions), visiting

professor, Atlanta (Georgia) University.

1936 to 1937, Editor on Negro Affairs, Federal

Writers Project (WPA).

1937 to 1938, Guggenheim Fellowship. b2
1945 to 1947 (September to December), Visiting b7D
Professor, Vassar College, New York.

Residences

The personnel file at Howard University reveals that in 1929
the subject was residing 246L 6th Street, NeW., Washington, D.C. Washington,
D.C. city directories for various years sipece 1935 reveal the subject
to have since then been residing at 1222 Kearny Street, N.K., Washington,
DeCe which is his present residence address.

Status of Health

There is no information available indicating the subject to
be of other than normal health. =

AFFILIATIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY

The Coammunist Party, USA, has beem cited by the Attorney General
as a subversive organization within the puryiew of Executive Order 9835.

[:::]of unknown reliability,l | to
the effect that STKRLING ACYBROWN was a member of the Communist Party
working directly ocut of the Nationdl (ffice of the Commynist Party in

New York. He advised that subject did not belong to the Communist Party
of the District of Columbia in an effért to hide his party connection.

reinterviewed in connection with the current investigation
of subject and specifically concerning the statement made by
advised "I don't want to hurt Doctor BROWN.Y stated that he did 0%
think he had made the statement attributed to and that if he had made
it, it would have been untrue because he never knew the subject to have
been a member of the Communist Party. Further,[ |stated that if he
had made the statement ing;::]it could ket possibly have been meant in
the present tense because heé would have been in no position to then know
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of Communist Party membership on the part of subjeet and would have
had to have been in the past tense meaning that BROWN had been a member
of the Communist Party prior to 194l. summed up his views concerning
Communist Party membership on the part oI subject by stating that even
if he at BROWN had been a member of the Communist Party in the b2
pastahe,i would not now admit same., - DD

also stated that during the 1930's he was a student of the
sub ject's at Howard University and had the usual student-instructor
association and since then has had only casual intermittent contact with
BROWN. This informant claims that he has never known BROWN to have been
associated with any Communist front organizations and has no reason to
question BROWN'S loyalty to this country.

[::;E::::::] He stated then that subject likes to contemplate force agd%“:::\\\\
violence as well as claiming that the Negroes are persecuted. Inf t \

advised that subject had often expressed to him his beliefs that fewolution }
will bringa®ovietized South and that the hope for the Negro race /to dominate /
the South lies in Communism. The informant, however, did not copsider A
sub ject to be a dangerous individual, \. Y4 N

““““

a fo, ssional associate of the subject at Howard
University, advise hat he recalled specifically hearing BROWN
critize the "fickle imsey of the Communist Party line".




’ ‘ ‘
. .
oy
R .
.
4 .

WFO 101-1381
b2
b7D

then an associabe of subject at Howard University, advised
that BROWN!'S poetry can not be called Communistic and BROWN L
ZIVem M0 indication that he is sympathetic to the Communist Party.

further stated that BROWN was said to have spoken in a meeting of s
organization in Carnegie Hall, New York which meeting informant advised
was reported to be sponsored by the Communist Party. Informant stated
that he inquired of BROWN concerning this meeting and that BROWN replied
he did not know whether or not this meeting was sponsored by the Communist
Party but even if it were he, BROWN, was not a Communiste.

Subject's comments concerning any alleged affiliation with the
Communist Party, made during the 1942 Hatch Act interview by the FBI,
will be set forth in the MISCELLANEOUS Section reporting the results of
the Hatch Act interview.

AFFILTATIONS WITH ORGANIZATIONS CITED BY ATTORNEY GENERAL AS
WITHIN THE PURVIEW OF EXECUTIVE ORDER 9835

All organizations listed in the sub-headings of this section have
been cited by the Attorney General as within the purview of Executive
Order 98350

American League for Peace and Democracy

Appendix IX of the published record of investigation of
Communist front organizations by the House Committee on Un-American
Activities, 78th Congress, Second Session, contains as an exhibit a
letterhead dated March L, 1939 of the Washington Branch, American League
for Peace and Democracy, 804 17th Street, NeW. Among the officials
listed is the name of STERLING BROWN as one of the vicem~chairmen. The
files of the Special Investigations Squad, Metropolitan Police Department,
contained as an exhibit to a report dated April 20, 1942, subject:
American League for Peace and Democracy, a pampjliet printed by the Vashington
Branch of the subject organization listing the names of local officerse
One of the vice-chairmen listed was the name of STERLING BROWN.

Sub ject!s comments concerning alleged affiliation with this
organization are contained in the MISCELLANEOUS Section of this report.

American Peace Mobilization

[:;::]of'known reliability advised that in 1940 the active indices
of the Washington Chapter of the American Peace Mobilization contained
the name WBROWN, STuRLING - 1222 Kearny Street, NoEs'"

It is to be noted that the Washington Peace Mobilization has
been cited by the House Committee on Un-Ameriecan Activities as a
Communi st controlled organizatione
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Sub ject's comment concerning alleged affiliation with this
organization are contained in the MISCELLANEQUS Section of this reportes

Commonwealth College, Mena, Arkansas

f known reliability advised that around the latter 1930's
or early 1940's the following notation appeared in the indices of the
Cammonwealth College which contained the names and addresses of students,
teachers, campers, maintenance workers, visitors, and friends of the
College:

STERLING BROWN,
Howard University,
Washington, D.C.
Notations: November 15, 1935;
teaches drama; Pd. Sub. exp December 1,

League of American Writers

The personnel file at Howard University reveals the subject
to have been listed as a member of this organization,

Appendix IX of the House Committee on Un-American Activities
record of inquiry into Communist front organizations contains as an
exhibit a bulletin of the League of American Writers for the Summer of
1938 listing STERLING A. BROWN.as a league member.,

Testimony, byl before the Housa,bammittee on
Un-American Activities in August, 1938 was to the effect that STERLING
BROWN had been elected to the National Council of the League of American
Writers. . '

The HCUA files contain the puldetin of this organization,
"Congress Issue", Volume VI, No. 1, dated June, 1939, whereon page 12
the name of STERLING BROWN is listed as a member of the new National Board.

The Daily Worker, an east coast Communist newspaper, in it's
issue of April 30, 1935, page 2, contains a full page heading "Authors*
Congress Forms League of American Writers."® An article on this page relates
thatthe newly formed league of American Writers evolved at a three day
session of the American Writers Congress held at the New School for Social
Research. One on the National Committee elected was indicated as STERLING
BROWN, Negro poete.
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« i&;_
Concerning the American Writers Congress the HCUA has cited
that EARL BROWDER, General Secretary of the Communist Party,was a
speaker at the Second Biennial American Writers Congress in 1937; the
Congress was sponsared by the League of American Writers.

The Daily Worker of December, 1936, page 5, column L, in a
column entitled "What's On" related that STERLING BROWN was to appear as
a speaker at the Irving Plaza, 15 Irving Place, 8:15 PM, Monday December 1y,
on the subject "The Negro Character in American Literature" under the
auspices of the League of American Writers.

In 1938 there was published in Washington, D.C. an eight page
publication entitled "The Living Newspaper®, Pierce Hall, Washington, D.C.
Volume 1, No. 1, of this publication contained an article appearing on
pages one and eight entitled "League in Successful, Co~operative Writing
Venture®, This article related to the Washington Chapter of the League
of American Writers identified as the gollective author of "Spamish
Road", the Living ‘Newspaper. Two pages of this publication is in the
form of a program for a play entitled %The Spanish Road - A Living Newspaper"
written by the Washington Branch, League of American Writers and sponsored
by the Friemdsof the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. STERLING BROWN is thereon
listed as on the Executive Committee of the Washington Chapter League of
American writers.

It is noted that the Friends of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade
has been cited by the HCUA as a Communist - Front organization.

Subject!s comments congerning alleged affiliation with this
organization are contained in the MISCELLANEQUS Section of instant report.

National Negro Cougress

Appendix IX of the record of the HCUA hearings concerning
Communist front organizations contaims as an exhibit a "call for National
Negro Congress" to be held at Chicagé, Illinois February 1k, 1936. Ome of
the endorsers of the National Negro Congress from Washington, D.C. is
listed as Mr. STERLING BROWN.

l of known reliability advised around 1940 that Mr. STERLING
BROWN of Washington, DeC. had been listed as an endorser of the National
Negro Congress.

b2
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] |of known reliability, advised that in 1941 the name of
a]

_Jappeared in the active indices of the United American
Spanish Aid Committee, an organization which has been cited by the

Attorney General as within the perview of Executive Order 9835. b2
b6

Washington Commitiee for Democratic Action b7C

b7D

of knewn reliability, advised that in 1940 the name
"BROWN, STERLING -~ Professor, Howard University, Washington, D.C."
appeared on the membership list of this organization.

Subject!s commembs’gongérning alleged affiliation with this
organization is contained in the MISCEMUANEQUS Section of this report.

A¥FILIATIONS WITH OTHER COMMUNIST INSPIRED GROUPS

American Congress for Peace and Democracy

The American Congress for Peace ‘and Democracy has been cited
as a Communist front by the HCUA. It was ab this Congress that the
American League for Peace and Democracy was formed.

The files of the Special Investigations Squad, Metropolitan
Police Department contained the yearbook for the Fifth American Congress
for Peace and Democracy held January 6 to 8, 1939 in the Rialto Theater,
Washington, D.C. Therein is listed the name of STERLING BROWN as one
of the sponsors for the Washingtcn, D.C. Congress,

Book Union

The Book Union has been cited by the HCUA as a "distributor
of Communist literature".

Appendix IX of the HCUA hearings contained an exhibit reflecting
STERLING BROWN to have been a member of the Advisoxy Council of the Book
Union Incorporated, 381 Lth Avenue, New York City. Testimony before the
HCUA in September, 1939 at Washington, D.C.! !

HCUA, was to the effect that STE Wwas on o)

Council of the Unions

Federal Workers School (United Federal Workers of America)

previously describedjas furnished a pamphlet announcing
the 1937 Fall session of the Federal Workers School of the District of
Columbia sponsored by the District Organizing Committee, UFWA. Among

=10-
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“ERLING BROWN, Poet, Guggenheim
“Iiterature. \

[ | of inown rmmml_mm]?ml ] :
.. ‘He stated that in 1937

The Federal Workers School was .operated and dominated:from a managerial

standpoint by three individuals-known to this informant to have been menmbers

of the Communist Party at that time, The informant, however, pointed out

that it was known to him that perapps named in the catalogs and literature

of this school, as being instructors-and lecturers, etc., in some cases }
|

the lecturers listed was the name
Fellow as a lecturer on contempora

never actually appeared at the school-as advertised, The school from time

to time made announcements indicating they. comtemplated having certain
individuals teach or perform other duties at the school and it was known /
that in many cases same did not come to pass. /
- 1

AFFILIATIONS WITH, CONTRIBUTIONS TO, REFERENGES |
IN -~ COMMUNIST PUBLICATIONS - [

Daiﬂf vy Worker | (LA

|
Issue of May 25, 1937, pagé 7, column 3, contains an article 2
headed "United States Writers in Anthology®. This article concerns a |
forth-coming anthology "American Stuff® to be published by the Viking |
Press and written by workers of various WPA federal wpiterst projects. |
Among the contributors was listed the name of STERLING BROWN.

Issue of January 24, 1939, page 7, colusn 6, contains an
article headed "STERLING BROWN Speaks on Social Poetry®., The article
relates that STERLING BROWN noted Negro poet will talk on "The Poet as
a Sockal Being" at the Ten Eyck Studie, 116 West 2lst Street, New York
City, January 25, 8:30 pem. This meeting is indicated as sponsored by
the Labor Poets of Americaw .

The December 7, 1947 issue, page 7s.contains a large advertisement
concerning books on sale including "The Negpo Caravan® edited by STERLING
BROWN and others at the following book stores: .
Workers Bookshop,

50 East 13th Street.
Jefferson Bookshop, g
575 Avenue of the Americas.

Lhth Street Boek Fair,

133 West Llith Street. -
Club 65 Booksiwe,

13 Aster Pla >
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The Workers Bookshop will be characterized in a sub-section
in this report bearing the same title.

hop it is to be noted that itd-
eff§rson School of Social Science,
an organization cited by the Attorney ‘Géfeéral as within the perview of
Executive Order 9835.

The April 26, 1949 issue:ef the Daily Worker, page 13, columns
3 and l, contains an announcement &f the Fourth Anmual Conference of the
Committee of Folklore in a Democraey:to be held May 7, 1949 at New York
City. It is indicated that STERLING BROWN, outstanding poet and folklorist,
will speak on the subject A Poet Looks at Folklore¥,

Daily Peoples Workd

The Daily Peoples World is a West coast Communist newspaper
and has been cited by the House Committee on Un-American Activities as
"the official organ of the Communist Party on the west coastM.

The November 20, 1942 issue of this publication, page 5,
colums 1l and 2, contains a colump:gmtitled "Just a Minute" by Marjorie
(not further identified) in which is discussed an interview with STERLING
BROWN noted Negro author and poet by the Oklahoma City Blade Dispatch.

Negro Quarterly

This publication was cited by the California Committee on
Un-American Activities "to be Communist initiated and conkrolled, or
so strongly influenced as to be in the Stalin Solar SystemM, —— )

The March 31, 1942 issue of New Masses, page 26, contains an
advertisement concerning the Spring 1942 issue of the Negro Quarterly
and states that its contents include ‘an article by STERLING A. BROWN
entitled "The Negro Author and his Publisher®.

New Masses will be appropriately dascribed in the sub-section
of this report of the same name.

The Daily Peoples World of May 6, 1942, page 5, columns 7 and
8, contain a review by JOHN PITTMAN of the Negro Quarterly - a review
of Negro Life and Culture published by the Negro Publishing Society of
America Incorporated, New York Uity. This review relates to the first
issue of volume 1, Spring 1942 and states that the first article in this
first issue "The Negro Author and its Publisher" by STERLING A. BROWN:
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"attacks the two main obstacles with which the Quar‘oer}a"s future is so
directly bound - the obstacles of (1) discriminabory: ‘practices which

deny Negroes apprenticeship opportunities in the writing craft, and (2)
the defeatism of the Negro auythor whb falls into self pity and stops
trying to improve his craftsmamship. It is an informative, highly factual
article, written with refreshing '&nbjectivity".

Appendix IX of the House COtnmLttee on Un-American Activities
hearings contained a section concerning (ampunist Party 4and Communist
Party line publications in which S’l‘h.RLING >A. BROWN is identified as a
contributor to the Negro Quarterly.

The main indices of the HCUA reflect that STERLING A. BROWN,
writer, is the author of ®Negro Author and His Publication®, an article
in the Negro Quarterly, {he soufee for this information being the
Daily Peoples World May 6, 1942, page 5, and the Young Communist Weekly
Review, April 28, 1942, page 12.

Issues of the Young Ccmmunist Heokly Review available at the
Library of Congress reflect it %o be published by the National Board of
the Young Communist League, an organization which has been cited by the
Attorney General as subversive within the scope of Execttive Order 9835.

New Masses

The Daily Worker for January 7, 1946, page 3, columns 1 and 2,
contains an article entitled WFour Notoé Americans to Receive Awards for
Meritorious Work"™. This article relates’ “$wo awards to be made at a dinner
at the Hotel Commodore, New York City, January 1k, and identifys STERLING
BROWN as one of several distinguished figures to be honored by the New
Masses magazine for their contributions toward greater inter-racial
understanding.

The Daily Worker of January 16, 1946, page 8, columns 1 and 2,
in an article headed "Twenty-two Peopled Heroes Honored" discussed the
New Masses dinner at the Hotel Commodorewdchhonored Negro and White
Americans for their contributions towards an America.. for all peoples.
Among those honored was STERLING BROWN ¥for his fighting poetry". The
New Masses for November 18, 1947, page 7, contains a copy of a letter in
which is described the New Masses.Second Anmual Cultural Awards Dinner
to honor the American Negro which was held at the Hotel Cammodore
January 14, 1946, It is stated that STERLING BROWN was one of the candidates
chosen by the editors of New Masses to receive an award given for the
greatest contributions made to promote democracy and. inter-racial unitye.

New Masses was cited as a "Commuhist periodical® by former Attorney \\ /
General FRANCIS BIDDLE, Septembe{“ 2}4., L9h2.
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The personnél file for the Howard Universixﬁ'reveals that in \

a questionnaire executed by the subject, he stated that he had written

reviews and essays in a number of periodicals including New Masses. \
b2

The subject's comments concernlhg -glleged affiliation with e
this publication will be contained in the WESCELLANEOUS Section of this :
report.

Workers Book Shop %

Tt is to be noted that the Workers Book Shop, 50 East 13th \
Street, New York City, is located in the same building housing the i
Communist Party Headquarters and'other Communist front groupse.

f known rellabllita3 has advised that the Workers Book
Shop is under control of the Communist Party.

The files of the House Committee on Un-American Activities
contained a catalog of the Workers Book Shop for sale by that establishment
April, 30 to May 15, 1948 and another catalgg for this organization for
the year 1949 to 1950. In both these catalogs there appears an advertlsement
for "The Negro Caravan® edited by STERLING“A. BROWN and others.

i "/,A

STSHLING A. BROWN CONTRIBUTOR “PQ:NUMEROUS OTHER PUBLICATIONS

The personnel file concerning Sﬁbjec£ maintained at Howard
University refeals a lengthly listing of the subject!'s writings. A
portion of these listings is set. out below:

The subject has written a poem entitled
"Sam Smiley" which appeared in the Crisis,
March, 1932,

The subject has written the following books:
"Southern Road", a book of poems publlshed

by Harcourt, Brace ‘and Company, New York Clty,
1932.

1

“"The Negro in American Fiction®" (Bronae
Booklet #6) published by Associates in

Negro folk education, Washington, DeCe

June 3 1938 .
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No Hiding Place", a book of poems completed : 94
and submitted for publication in April, 1938.

Articles written by the subject‘included the following:

"Negro Character as Seen by white Authors®,
Journal of Negro Education, April, 1938.

"Caroling Softly Souls of Slavery", Opportunity,
August, 1931,

“Unhistoric History", Journal of Negro History,
April, 1930.

In a questionnaire the subject stated he has written reviews
and essays in the following periodicals: .

Opportunity

The Christian Century
The New Republic

The Nation

Journal of Negro History

He has written poems in the following:

The Crisis

Folk - Say

Esquire

Theater Arts

Opportunity

Race

New Republic

Nation

Partisan Review and Anvil
New Challenge

Book reviews by the subject were listed as:

"Luck is a Fortune", a review of "Their Eyes
were Watching God" by Zora Neale Hurston,
The Nation, October 14, 1937.

"yrom the Inside®, a review of "Uncle Tom's
Children" by Richard Wright, The Nation,
Aprll 1,6, 19380
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The main index at thJ Library‘of Congress reveals th sub ject
to have been the author of the following works:

N\ L~
\ }\ ) \\rL A -
A \ wh' & A
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"The Negro %EfEVan"“wfitiﬁgé“by“nmericagww
Negroes, selected and edited by STERLING A. BROWN,
Howard University and others published by the
Dryden Press, New York City, 1941. On pages 301
to 391 of this book there appears a biographical
sketch of the subject and several poems wiitten
by him.

WNegro Poetry and Drama®™ by STERLING A. BROWN,
Professor of English, Howard University.

"Outling for the Study of the Poetry of American
Negroes", prepared by STERLING A. BROWN for use
with "The Book of American Negro Poetry" edited
by James Weldon Johnson. The latiar publication
contains several of the subject's poems. The
Outline was published in 1931 by Harcourt, Brace
and Company, New York.

"james Weldon Johnson" published by the Department
of Publicity, Fisk University. This book is in

the form of a tribute to Johnsom by three authors, <

onepeirg STERLING A. BROWN, whose contribution is
entitled "The Negro in American Literature".

The Readers Guide to Periodical Literature for the periods 1910
to date were checked at the Liberary of Congress and it was revealed that
the subject's works have appeared in the following periodicals:

Partisan Review contains two peoms entitled
"Transfer® and *Southern Cop®.

Nation August 26, 1939 contains "Bitter Fruit
of the Tree', a poem.

New Republic, May 11, 1938 and Scholastic,
April 29, 1940 contains “Break of Day", a poem.

Scholastic, April 29, 1940 contains "Glory, Glory",
a poem.

=16-
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b2
Scholastic, May 21, 1938 contains a ' b6
biographical sketch of subject and some of b7C
his poems including "Slim Lands a Job". b7D

Poetry, July, 1938 contains poems by members
of the Federal Writers Project including
"Young Ones", a poem by the subject.

New Republic, November 18, 1938 contains a
poen '"Master and ManM,

Theater Arts Monthly, February, 1932 contains
"Sporting Beasley", a poenm.

MISCELLANEQUS

Associates

Ig of known reliability, advised that arrangements were

made for the attendance by STERLING A. BROWN in company with others for
the Doctor W.E.B. DuBois Testimonial Dinner to be held at the kssex House
Hotel, New York City, February 23, 1951, Iwas unable to state whether
the subject actually attended this affair.

of known reliability, has advised that Doctor W.E.B. DuBOIS
was a member of the Communist Party in 1945.

| Jadvised SA
| [that she had known Professor STERLING A. BROWN

and believed they were Loyal to the United States, had no sympathy ror
Communism and Fascism and, as far as she knew,belonged to no organizations.

4
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The records of the Registrar!s Office, Howard University, checked
by SA| Ireflect that Professor STERLING A. BROWN is listed as the

I | /
/

-

Interview with STERLING A. BROWN

Oon nggh_}l,_l&hzjlsTERLING ALLEN BR was_interviewed by
ent in the presence of

Federal Bureau of Investigation, and gave the following signed
statement.

Statement of STHRLING ALLE m in the presence of Special Agent
Federal Bureau of Investiga-

tion. Questions byl |

Q. Mr. BROWN, the Federal Bureau of Investigation has been charged with the
duty, by Congress, of investigating Federal employees who are alleged 10
be members of subversive organizations or who advocate the overthrow of
the Federal Government, and to report its findings to the Congress. The
purpose of this interview is to afford you an opportunity to answer ques-
tions concerning alleged activities on your part, and you may make any
statement that you consider pertinent.

A. I will be happy toe

Q. The questions that I am about to ask you may be answered if yow'so
desire, and a copy of the report of this investigation, including any
statements you make, will be furnished to the agency that employs you.
In order that your statement may have particular credence, you will be
placed under oath. Do you have any objection to that?

A. I have no objection to it. I am curious about the alleged activities.
I would be happy to talk under oathe.

Q. Will you stand and raise your right hand, please? Do you solemnly swear
that the statements you are about to make will be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?

A. I doe There is one question I would like to ask. If it is a matter of
uncertainty, I am not going to swear that a point—-it is possible in this
to say that at the time I don't know this, that, or the other, provided
you get a clear~cut answer on the general businesse

-18-
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Q.
A.

SAB things

Qe

A.

did so

Q.

A.

R, 3><

What is your home address, please? .
1222 Kearny Street, N.E.

MR. BROWN, are you at the present time or have you ever been a memoer of
the National dNegro Congress?

I have been a member of that, yes.
Would you care to state the extent of your activities in that connection?

My membership is one of many in Negro organizations. When the Negro Con-
gress was set up I was behind its purposess I was not one of those who

set it up. When I learned of the purposes~-I have done a whole lot of SAB
joining in the sense of giving two dollars to somebody who cames in. supporting
I like bhimge-¥-de, I didn't do any investigating of the organizations.

I was generally a pretty busy person, with my home work. I am anxious to
write and T am a student of literature and I am a teacher. I joined the
Negro Congress because of my very great interest in all efforts to help

the lot of the American Negro, and that was one of them. I likewise be-

long to other Negro organizations--the National Association for Colored
People and groups of that sorte. If I have two dollars or five dollars

I send ite I have never been active in the Negro Congress and I have

never done any investigating of its alleged tie-ups with subversive

groups.

Can you approximate the number of meetings of the organization at which
you have been in attendance?

I have been asked to speak at meetings, largely because, I think, of the
subject that I have worked a great deal on. That is, literature about

the Negro and literature by the Negro, and that is a popular subject with
that type of group, and I spoke at one meeting on that in Philadelphia.

I never attended any of 4hese what you would call the ordinary meetings. SAB
T think I gave one talk #er-ched, I/meed-seme-peoeme at a meeting in a %ﬁngxan
church and (was asked to read some/poems). The name of the church I ha¥
forgotten. It was a Washington church., I would say my attendance has

been very small at those affairs., Only those two come to my mind; there
probably were others. I have never been at the important meetings of

policy or anything of that sort. I don't feel myself to be an active

member of that and never did, but I have contributed and I am probably

still on the liste I would probably still give two dollars to this pro-
gram, that, or the other.

MR. BROWN, are you at the present time or have you ever been a member of
the Washington Committee for Democratic Action?

Noe

-19=
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Q. Have you ever been requested to serve as a sponsor for that organization?

A. Noe. Not that I remember, I have had nothing to do with that organization.
You see, many of these organizations after the Dies Committee
investigation—I did not agree with all of the implications that I thought
were made by the Dies investigation, but I was not going to gamble on
whether this investigation was true or not. That is, the matter of the
tie-ups with Communism, etc., and my attitude on Russia changed with
several factors. I don't suppose you want that right now. I suppose that
will come later, in due course of time, but--the war line-up--after the

- Finland push and the Hitler tie-up, I was alienated from any—well, I
did not want any tie-up with Communism or anything of that sort because
I was very much anti-Hitler emd I think much of my interest in organiza-
tions of this type has been a very great hostility to Hitler and to
Mussolini, and so most of my membership in organizations was before the
present crisise, I did belong to the League for Peace and Democracye

Qe Are you at the present time a member of the American reople's Mobiliza-
tion, which was formerly known as the American Peace Mobilization?

A. No,

Q. Have you ever attended any meetings of that organization?

A. Noe.

Q. Have you ever made any financial contributions?

A. Nogynever was for any peace mobilization after the war started. I am
not talking about the American participation, I am talking about after

Hitler went into Poland. I have never been an Isolationist or anything
of that sort.

Q. MR. BROWN, are you at the present time or have you ever been a member of
the Communist Party?

A. No. Never have been,

Q. Have you ever had any connections with the Communist Party in New York
Civy?

=20
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A. I never have, T have subscribed to the New Masses at different times.
I did that gway back when the New Masses was started. I was a teacher
of literature in Virginia. I was very interested—I still am—in
American culture and American literature and the currents of American
thought. I was a teacher at a small school where there was no good
librarye. I used to take all sorts of magazines. 1 was right out of col-
lege and L was as interested as a person could be in a world with which
I hadn't had much contact. I used to take all the magazines——Zhe-Navien, SAB
and, when vhe New Masses started, I took that. Since vhe New Masses 1 could
started I have Taken 1%t occasionally, I have never been associated,
however, with any of its political policies.

Q. You mentioned the publication, New Masses, MR. BROWN. Do you consider
that to be a Communist publication?

A. I have felt that its support of the Communist Party would make it seem
sympathetic. I don't know any of its formal connections. I think it
is sympathetic to the Communist Pariy.

Q. MR. BROWN, do you recall having spoken at any meetings of organizations
in New York City which were sponsored by the Communist Party?

ommuryist .
A. Nos I don't know any sponsorsnip thag thg?Party has given to any of this
kind of thing. I have spoken in New York City under all kinds of
auspices, I have been teaching at Howard and I have known of Howard's
SAB semi-relationship with the Government and so forth; I would not have
an imvitation taken A/#PE#FX if I had known it was sponsored by the Communist Party.
to speak I would not have taken it if I had xnow it was sponsored by the So-
cialist Party or any of the other parties of that sort. I have never
been tied up politically with any of those groups. I may have spoken at
groups that were said to have been sponsored, but I never spoke at a
group that I knew was sponsored or that it was told to me they sponsored.

Q. MR. BROWN, are you at the present time or have you ever been a member
of any organization which you have reason to believe is dominated by
the Communist Party or its policiass dictated by a foreign government?

A. I have belonged to organizations of which that has been said, But dur-
ing my membership I never saw that., I never was a very active member in
the sense of knowing policies or seeing where they came from. I mean,

I am not a voting, arguing type of member. I have been teaching and am
not a good man for that sort of thing. I have belonged to groups that,
according to the Dies investigation, were under such dictation as you
mentionede I did not know that and I have never seen any evidence of
that. I belong to no such group now., I did belong to the Leagus for
SAB American Writers. ¥-suppese—that-ny-pame—io-sbikt-en-she-peekts. I haven't
in that participated/for years. The League for American Writers was said by
organization DIES to be such an organization. I have never seen any evidence af it,
but again I certainly did not search for that, and my contact was
slighte I have never been an active member in organizatiomns.
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Qs I have no further questions. Is there any further statement you care to
make?
the
A. Well, another organization of ket sort ie-the-eame~thing as [ have said-- SAB
is the League for Peace and Democracy, which I belonged to in Washingtone
The two causes were certainly causes that I believed in--a def'ense of
My peace and democracy/before the war started in Europe. It was an or-
advocacy ganization of which the principles appealed and I joined. I am not--
of peace I was not a very active member of any of these, I am not pleading eny my
was inactivity as not being behind it. It's she-persen-and-sess-ef (more my
SAB personality and) the fact that my time is crowded. I am teaching and am
trying to write. I am not a man for meetings. It is much more easy to get
two dollars or five dollars out of me, and I let it go at that, so that
organization I belonged to. That, too, I under stand, was under suspicion
by Congressman DIESe I will state ske% for the record. (I don't know whether
you asked me any questions on it.) I have never belonged to any political
party. I think that politically I would be a New Deal Democrat (I have
never voted because I am a citizen of Washington). I have gotten, I
suppose the reputation as a radical because of my position on the race
matter in America, and I definitely believe that democratic rights and
privileges should come to all people, regardless of race or religion, and SAB
my writing has frequently stated that. And in America when a Negro it is
states something of that sort he is considered radical. I mean/the assumed
position of the Negro should be perhaps more conservatively stated, bub
SAB than (sometimes) I have/stated it in my writing. I am perfectly willing
for the things that I have written to be thoroughly investigated for gres
I stand. I think that that would be an indication more than this/m SAB
bership/which, thought not accidental, is certainly not an important
in thing in my life; but my books are available and I would be glad to give
organizations the names of them.

Qe I might ask this further question, MR. BROWN: have you ever advocated
change in the constitutional form of government?

A. I am glad you asked that. There is nothing in my beliefs of subversion.
I was not surprised to be called down here, but I was surprised at being
tied up with subversive activities. I would never advocate a change by
violence in the American system. My complaints of the treatment of the SAB
Negro in America.'do not mean that there is any place where he is treated betier.
baddy, It is that within a democratic framework he could be treated
better. In this crisis I am all-out for it, and I think it is tragically
silly for a person not to be all-out for the viectory of the United States.
My great hatred is for what Hitler wants and for what Mussolini wantse.
I am all-out behind this war. T believe that changes for the better
will come. I have seen some of them, and I believe that they will
come in our way of governmment. I do not believe that those changes will

]
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Q.

A,

Q.

A.

Qe

A.

‘e &

come for the better by violent revolution. I think that they will come

as they are coming and as they have come. That is my position. I have
never joined any organization advocating the overthrow of the American
Government, and I would not do it. I have been tied up with organiza-  SAB
tions that have been so alleged, because of/sympathies with certain my
things that they are doing. For instance, the matter of the race in-
equality problem in the South and the matter of the Negro problem through-
out the nation. Groups like that have come out for those causes and I

have supported them in my own way, which has been a rather small way,

but I think the causes are important; But I have never advocated over- G5AB
throw of the Govermment. It is a long answer to your question, but I
wanted the record straight on that.

Do you have anything further, MR, BROWN?

I feel I can talk better with questions. 1 am writing books. There is
a whole lot that is pressing. There is a whole lot that's on my mind,
and I don't want to just let it go. I would rather answer questions
about it that might give you some benefit or help or insight.

Well, T have no further questions. I believe I have covered the sub-
ject I am interested in,

I don't know whether my position is clear. This will have to be taken
for what it is worth--but I ldek upon myself as working within a demo-
cratic framework for the improvement of democracy in the ways where it
means most to me. Since I am a Negro, I would be most interested in the
welfare of my own people. Since so many Negroes are poor, I would be
interested in such things as labor improvement, the sharecropper sitya-
tion, etc.; but I think that tnose improvements can be attained in/America
that is a democracy, and I think that they won't be attained if we don't
win this war, so I am for the winning of this war.

MR. BROWN, you may have the opportunity, if you wish, of reading a
transcript of this interview and of signing it, if you wish. It is
entirely within your discretion.

b6

I should like to see the transcript, of course. b7C

/s/ STERLING A. BROWN

Witness:

F.B.1. Washe, U.Co,
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Comments by Associaﬁes, Priends, etc., Goncerning Subject
Made During Hatch Act Investigation in 1942

All of the interviews reflected in this sub-section were conducted
by Special Agent|

b2
bo

| b7C
stated that BROWN is an individual who spends most of his(gf/ b7D
time studying and writing and did not appear to be an individual who (
would be concerning himself with any political movements. He advised 7V%“°'
that BROWN's father was a former dean at Howard University and stated —
he had no indication that BROWN is a member of any alleged subversive
organization and that he had never heard BROWN make any statements which
would indicate he advocaéted the overthrow of the govermment by force of
armse.

I

L [BROWN | [stated that subject is a poet
and as such may have contact with Communists or even Nazis through interest
in poetry but that subject'!s contact would strictly be confined to his
interest in poetry and not any interest of a political nature., Informant
stated he believed 3ROWN is fundamentally a substantial individual and
good American citizen and does not think was ever connected with
any subversive or radical organizations. remarked that BROWN'S
interests are confined to poetry and he has ofven spoken on Negro poetry
and literature and mizht have spoken before questionable groups, but
that his interest at all times was confineéd to the matter of literature
and poetry.

| | described previously, [ 1
| ~lthat BROAN had first concerned himself
with writing poetry concerning the folklore of the Negro people. According
to ROWN was advised that in order that his poetry would receive -
Natio recognition it would be necessary for him to write his poetry
concerning matters of a social nature. BROWN thereafter deteloped aview
of social consciousness and as a result became more broad in his
associations and undoubtly came in contact with people having Communist
tendencies., This informant stated he could not say that BROWN was a
member of any alleged subversive organization but that he knew BROWN
was always in demand to speak concerning Negro prose and poetry. Informant
remarked that subject is a willinz performer and accepts all invitations
to speak. Informant expressed the fact that he feels certain that BROWN
is not radical or s Communist and opined that BROWN is a loyal American
who is outstanding as a critic and writer of Negro literature and as such
is in demand to speak on these topics and is unable to make an emphatic ‘b
refusal when asked to do so.
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[ [ !mentioned previously, advised that subject,[::::::::::]

as great sympathy for lower classes and has written
much regarding them. Uuring numerous speaking engagements BROWN has

come in contact with many "movements" but does not think BROWN b2

was interested politiecally in any. According to this source BROWN would b6~
speak on Negro poetry and prose on any occasion when invited to do so b7C
but at the present time (1942) he was more careful since the issues of k7D

Communisa have been more publicized.

| | advised
she had never heard him make any statements which would make him indicate
he was sympathetic with any subversive groups and that she had heard him
on many occasions speak about Negro art, music, poetry, and folklore.

advised
that at no time had she ever received any indication that BROWN was a

member of any subversive group or advocated the overthrow of the government
by force of arms.

| |advised that
I |BROWN never gave any indication he was a member of
any alleged subversive organization and thatshe had never heard anyone

| |make any allegations that BROWN was not a loyal
Ameclcane

I
|[Kearny Street and that she had never heard BROWN
|make any statements which would indicate that they were not
loyal Americans or that they are associated with any subversive organization.
She stated that BRUWN does not hold any meetings in his home and as far
as she has been able to observe he is a patriotic American citizen.

Current Informant Contacts

The following informants all of known reliability and each
of whom has been acquainted with certain phases of Communist activities
in the Washington, D.C. area for varying degrees of time, some dating
back to the 1930's and others to the present time, were contacted
concerning the subject

All these informants advised that the subject | |
are unknown to them.




b2
b6
‘ b7C
WO 101-1381 b7D

I | an_admitted former member of the Communist Party, advised
that the subject | pre unknown to him.

I | of known reliability who was a mempber of
the Communist Party in Washington, DsC. from 1943 to 1949, and at varyi
times held official positions with the Communist Party, advised SA |
| Jthat the subject are unknown to her.

Agency Checks

The files of] | othér government agencies conducting
personnel investigations, contained no additional pertinent information.

The files of the Credit Bureau Incorporated contained no
information of pertinence to the subject's loyalty.
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ADMINISTRATIVE PACE

Investigation in this matter was requested of the New York
Division by Airtel dated March 23, 1953.

. b2
AGENCY CHECKS b6

b7C
Metropolitan Police Department [fffffffjby Sﬂ[;;:::;;;:] b7D
Criminal Arrest Records March 24, 1555.
Credit Bureau incorporated rgnggkgd_px_fE[:::::::::]

INFORMANTS

Date of Activity
Identity of and or Description Date SA to whom File Number
Source of Information Received Furnished Where Located

Alleged CP membership 100-2286-2
of subject in 1941.

Current reinterview instant report
with informant.

Alleged CP membership 101-1381-10
of subject.

Current reinterview 101-1381-15
with informant.

Federal Workers School 65-1,92-1C2
Catalog

Comments regarding 101-1361-7
subjectts attitude
toward CP line,
National Negro Congress and
general comments

regarding subject.
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

Date of Activity

Identity of and or Description Date SA to whom File Number
Source of Information Received Furnished  Where Located
Comments regarding | n01-1381-~7
subject orally
b2
b6
b7C
b7D
anonymous source
Subject's name in LR-100-355-3

indices Commonwealth
furnished College

index cards of Common-

wealth College, Mena, Ark.,

Subject endorser of
National Negro Congress

Subject speaker at
Washington Bookshop
Symposium 11-17-4%

anonymous source

L]

anonymous source

Characterization of
Workers Bookshop

(as ref%;cgﬁc_ln______1

1-19=-50 at

| |'WE§ ESp-R".)

Characterization of
LOUIS BUDENZ Dr. W.E.B. DuBOIS

- 28 -
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page 7

100-1618-262
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Identity of
Source

.

-

ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE

Date of Activity
and or Description
of Information

Comments regarding
Subj ecCte

Comments regarding
sub jecte

Comments regarding
subject.

Comments regarding
sub ject.

Date SA to wham
Received Furnished

TSy

File Number
Where Located
101-1381-7 b2
b6
b7C
b7D
1.01~1381-7
101-1381-7
101-1381-7
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ADMINISTRARIVE PAGE

Date of Activity

Identity of and or Description Date SA to whom  File*Number Eé
Source of Information Received  Furnished ihere Located iy
e : b7C
Comments regarding. 101-1381-7 57D
subjecte. -
Comments regarding 101-1381~7
subjecte

Sub ject‘ | instant report
unknown to ormant
Sub,jectl'::_._‘r';ltbg1 instant report
unknown v

Subject [ ] instant report

unknown to informant

Subject instant report
unknown to informant

Swject[r_—;l instant report
unknown to informant

Sub ject ", 3-18-53 instant report
unknown to informant
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE Ui 1o

Date of Activity
Identity of and or Description Date SA to whom File Number
Source of Information Received Furnished where Located

Subjectl I instant report
unknown to informant
{ orally

No record of instant report
subject.

No additional instant report
information regardi
subject.

Sub ject 101~-1381-16
unknown to informant.
Characterization of
Federal Workers School,

Sub ject's planning 65-3956-143
attendance Dr. W.E,.B.
DuBQIS testimonial
dinner.

anonymous Source

LEADS
THE WASHINGTON FIELD OFFICE:

AT WASHINGTON, D.C.z

Will interview subject and report results thereof; authority
for interview being requested in separate cover letter
accompanying this report.

Will submit amended administrative pages reflecting documentation
information requested by separate letter of the Chicago and
Little Rock Divisions.

Will upon interview secure complete phy31cal descr1pt10n~of \\ // 
subject and report same, )

- 31 - . ﬁ(.ﬁnééiL
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ADMINTSYRATIVE PAGE

REFERENCE: Bureau letter March 3, 1953 "Employee of Howard Universivy,
Washington, D.C., Labor - Federal Security Appropriations Act
of 19537, _ '
Bureau letter March 6, 1953 ®STERLING ALLEN BROWN, Security
Matter - C, Labor - Federal Security Appropriations Act of 1953%.
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Oﬁ%e‘ Meiﬁmndum « UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-4396L) DATE: April 8, 1953
FROM :f 4 ' VSAC, WFC  (101-1381)

SUBJECT: STERLING ALLEN BROWN
SECURITY MATTER - C
LABOR - FEDERAL SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS
ACT OF 1953

(0L WFO) Eé
b7C
b7D

Rerep SA | dated March 30, 1953,
at Washington, D. C., and rerep _lMarch 30, R

1953, New York City.

First paragraph, Page 3, re New York report reflects
that according to the report of a hearing before the HCUA,
76th Congress, Page 5508, one STERLING BROWN was listed as
Executive Secrstary of the American lLeague for Psage and ‘
Democracy in September, 1939. This office has exédpined Page 5508 H
of this report and it was found that one| |
| [ STERLTNG"BROWN
were listed as vice Chairmen, 1t is requested the New York
Cffice submlt an amended Papge 3 of its report.

/7 8ixth complete-paragraph, Page 54 and flrat complete —~ /
paragnaph,’ ‘Page 6, of\the New York reporb ontained infopmation

from I _UIS BUDENZ idenptifying W. E. B IS and PMESON,
respecttwely, as hav been known to” BUDENZ as concéaled

Commmnists, Secong nplete paragraph, Page 17, of the WFC

report containg- ation from| IOUIS BUDENZ) identifying
DuBCIS as a CP werber,

: It will be noted that the New York report set forth
BUDENZ! information as coming from him, whereas the WFU report
covered BUDENZ' identity with the use of a T-symbol. WFO's use
of this concealing device is based upon information contained in
New Yorkts letter to the Dirsctor July 9, 1951, in the matter
[ ]
wherein | |it was suggested that BUDENZ

* («{ be given a temporary confidential informant symbcl in connection:
ewith his identity of conecealed Communists.

~ ”g.“p ‘/~/7'f, i
The New York Office 1s requested to advise whether Its
gges’blon of concealing BUDENZ! identity 1s still necessary or

ther he may be referred to openly in a report. In the event
it 4s still necessary to conceal BUDENZ' identity it is requested
,yje New York Office submit amended pages five and six to its report.

SFP:LEB REGOBF[;}CDH %C’ — [ "/
cc - (2) New York i%(X)-1136L“3) Hg R

; , . ' G e “‘y
CO[),L\J ISJUNYY LM\(ED W&J‘ \ l ‘.‘; = m?&h

bk
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In the event BUDENZ! identity need not be concealed, WFC will
submit amended pages tc its report. Tt is belisved the foregeing
is necessary to maintain consistency in reporting BUDENZY

informaticn, particularly in view of the dissemination which will
be made of those repeorts. P,




STANDARD FORM NO, 64 .
d

Oﬁice Mefsomndzzm . UNITED‘STATES GOVERNMENT

DIRECTOR, FBI (100-43964) DATE:  April 14, 1953
SAC, WFO (101-1381)

STERLING ALLEN BROWN

SECURITY MATTER - C

LABOR--FEDERAL SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS
ACT OF 1953

Rerep of SA Iat w&shhlgton, D. Co’
dated March 30, 1953, in captioned matter.

Bureau authority is requested to interview subject.
P.

Submil results in report
N e RE-T
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‘Oﬁic‘e Mw,.,. .,mdum : UNITE. .. /ES GOVBRNMENJ

STANDARD FORM NO, 84

TO : Director, FBI (106=h396) DATE: April 2L, 1953

U P
FROMbﬁgéAC, New York (100-113603)

SUBJECT: STERLING ALLEN RBROWN
SECURITY MATTER - C b6
LABOR - FEDERAL SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS bicC
ACT OF 1953
(00: WFO)

e WFO letter to Director, L/8/53.

Submitted herewith are 6 copies each of amended pages
3, 5, 6, 8 and 9 of the repurt of SA| 1 3/30/53,
New York. It is requested that the Bureau and WFO insert the
enmended pages in above mentioned report. Amended peages nhave been
inserted in NY office copies. RUC.

Encls. - 30

1 - washington Field (101-1381)(Encls. - 15)

o - b : :
I vxgnﬂbkn g hi o

ALL IMORMETION CUt e

LIS UNCLASSIFIE .
.»é@ﬁ?f7 ngkjdzazzﬁﬁ '{ﬁé“%
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STANDARD FORM NO, 64

TO

o,

: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-L.396l)

SAC, WFO (101-1381)

SUBJECT : STERLING ALLEN(éROWN

SECURITY MATTER-C

LABOR - FEDERAL SECURITY

APPROPRIATIONS ACT OF 1953
(00 WFO)

Enclosed herewith are five copies of the report

of Special Agentl

in captioned matter,

Although the enclosed report is designated as pending,
the only outstanding lead is to submit amended pages to
complete documentation. When same has been completed this

2

Oﬂice Memomndum e UNITED s*rm*‘ﬁs GOVERNMENT

[PSTS

DATE: May 18, 1953

matter will be closed by letter to the Bureaue.

Please be advised that the interviewing agents found
the subject to be most cordial and extremely cooperatgive,
He gave every indication of being candid in his views and
appeared to be a -rather outspoken indiv:
an even better than normal in31ght into

is views,
appears from a review of the results of /the investigation
which has been conducted to date plus the result o
interview with subject, that no further investigationm is— _

warranted and UACB none will be conducted.

P,

SFP:GG
ENCLS. (5)

ALL TNFORMATION CONTAINED
HBEIIS N SWED

sl JCK SW ] “.

Hated May 18, 1953,

11, thus p¢

e

b6

b7C

rmi tting
I




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

STERLING ALLEN BROWN

LABOR ~ FEDERAL SECURITY
APPROPRIATIONS ACT 0% 1653

¥orm No. 1 SEpusLTy .n.p-;mmm.-m;, LT Ty
THiscasEoRiGinaTED AT WASHINGTON FIELD i, . ¢ b .ronbii 5 ST —_—
REPORT MADE AT DA‘I"‘EA\I;:EN { PERIOD FOR WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY ' J
WASHINGTON, D. Co| 5/18/53| 5/4~8,11,12/53 GCAsb
l . . - Y
iy : “$RITKITY MATTER = C

( STERLING ALLEN BROWN interviewed May 7,

has never had any affilistion with or
sympathy for the Communist Party end has
. never adhered to its principles such as the
advocacy of the use of force and vioclence to

been aware of these orgenizations being
s controlled by the Communist Party during the

P ) set oute

SPECIAL AGENT 5 : DO NOT WRITE IN THESE sPACES

1953. Advised he has never been a Communist,

e\ overthrow the government. BROWN!'s explanations
v 7 for former affilistions with numerous Communist
front groups set forth. Cld ms to have never

Ny time of his association. Physical description

b6
b7C

APPROVED AN
FORWARDED:
/

IN CHARGE /75 6) / S / I/

e

COPIES OF' THIS REPORT

. (1001 3961;) ‘ M sl 053

3 ~ Washington Fleld
(101«1381)

COPIES DESTROYED {i. ”:z:éj X '/‘I

PROPERTY OF FBI—THIS CONFIDENTIAL REPORT AND ITS CONTENTS ARE I.DANED YO YOU BY T
AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED. :

U. S, GOVERNMEN
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WFO 101-1381
DETAIT.S: AT WASHINGTON, D. C.

On May 7, 1953, STEﬂ]IKLAIlﬁm;BBQMN_mﬁs
interviewed by Special Agent and

the writer and the results are set out below:

It is to be noted that the results of this
interview are set forth in three scctions, namely
I. Alleged Affiliation with the Cormunist Party, II.
Alleged Affiliation with Communist Front and Communist
inspired groups, IIl. Miscellaneous. The organizations
discussed under II are set out under subheadings and in
alphabetical order,

I. ALLEGED AFFILIATION WITH.THE COMMUNIST PARTY

At the outset of the interview BROWN stated that he
hed never 8t any time been a Cormunist. He sald that in the
past he had thought of the Communist Party as a political
party like the other political parties. He said that he had
never been asked to join the Communist Party and that-hi.
would not have joined if he -had-been-askeds—In discussing
his past attitude toward the Communist Party, BROWN remarked
that in the pest most persons were not as careful with
regard to their affiliations or associations with varlous i
individuals or groups as they are today in the light of present A
knowledge. He mentioned that in those days he had had no |
ideas or thoughts concerning the existence of Soviet Atomic
Lspionage and similar matters. -

When questioned regarcing an allegation which has 'ff
been made to the effect that RROWN had in the past expressed/-
beliefs that revolution would bring a sovietized South, and
that the hope for the Negro race to dominate the South lay ~
in Communism, BROWH stated that this did not represent his /fﬂ
views or his manner of thinking. He stated that he does /
not even think in those terms,\jhat\gggngggzg§§i%gfﬂgggietized4
South" is not a term that hc wvould use and tnat the s ta tements | '/
attributed to him are mot thne type of’thinking that he would £
eXpress. It is to be noted-that thse allegation which has
previously been received in connection with instant
investication as mentioned above concernin e statements )}
reportedly made by the subject, had indicated that :
made these statements while in a high —intoxicated condl
It is also noted that when-the subject was
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statements of thet kincé even hec¢ he been' ”dead drunr" gf’/f.
In discussing these remarks, BROWN stated\$hgp he oidwf/
not desire the Nebro rece or any race to dominate—the—
South~—He ga1d he thouﬁhtcomnon sense would tell him
that the U, S, will neVer;haQng"ggmmunist end-that he
does not think that the hope of the Negro rece lay in any
such development, He remarked it 1s his view thet the
Nesroes should shere in the responsibility end privileges

&ﬂﬁﬁéé% n_a_democra nd-that-he-tad ‘even

egaed suiﬁ}%éews in writingﬂ;n e work of his entitled
"Cpunt Us In' e mentioned also thet he has at veriouq

times- ma,é,e*“ﬁ/stetemcnt which he described as a "g to L
'E_l
eg

ef“ﬂcv~ that in order for there to be & so- callpd acc
‘BeIf*“fn"the*Sﬁﬁfhprn United Btetés in wiich the N

dominate and hold all of the nffices as allegedly rdVOC Led \ i)
by the Communists tThere would first have to be & revolution,

and. 1f there-were—a-revolution there-would-be-no-need for & » Aty o
"Bleck-Belt",  He pointed out he would not went to see & (
revolution but thet what the above quoted remark meant was 7.,
that if there were a hypothetical revolution there would be [/,
no necessity for any "Bleck Belt", but Negroes end Whites 1. f'«
wouléd be together on a men for man basis, He expressed the/QGQ{
view that this idea of & self-determined "Black Belt" 1is .
"cockeved" snd that he has always known it to be such, fany/ |

He stated thet certain policies which heve been N
espoused by Communists or alleged Communist front grouvs
heve had merit in lLiis opinion. In this connection he
mentioned discrimination ezeinst Negroes with regerd to
union membershin and similer matters. However, he steated that
he did not Dy eny means agree with Communiesm on the Negro
cuestion in general.

BROWN stated th-t his views in the obove connection
are substantislly represented by an article which he wrote
which @mpeared in & book entitled "What the Neiro Wants',
He sald that in th:t articls he had made one 8tetement which
he would not meke today in the light of recent inform:tion which
he hed obtained by recdims:, end thev that statement hed con- —
cerned the al]egeo Lcr of race preiudice in the Soviet Unjion, ,//

— o —

e

Subject ateteo th t cnr etetnments he hed made ﬂq /
fevoring Ruscie would certeinly be few in number and tlrt |he /
did not recel! any statement of that neture other then thq one /
referred to immediately above, He pointed out thet he hes{ not
done much talking ebout Russiae.

o




WFO 101-1381

He further stated that the idea of revolution
aves not meke sénge to him., He sald that he is not a
man of violence or revolutiem; that he did not desire
a revolution and that he had not had any idea of a
revolution coming to America in the way & revolution
came to Russia, He said that he did desire certain
changes in this country, and that changes of this kind
are presently coming about. He sald that he had never,
as far as he knew, been a member of an organization
advocating force and violence,

IL. ALLEGED AFFILIATION WITH COMMUNIST FRONT AND
COMMUNIST INSPIRED GROUPS

American League for Peace and Democracy

Concerning the American League for Peace and
Democracy, subject stated that he recalled having attended
one meeting sponsored by this organization; that he was sure
that he had not attended many of thelr meetings and that
it was his recollection that these meetings were open to
the publ;g;__ﬂghsaid that it was his impression that because

he was a’Negro nd was rather well known in literary and

eduecational- circles, the American Leaguée for-Pesace and LQTT

Democracy had wanted to usé his name, He stated that he
was designated as—-an-officer-of Some sort, possibly vice-
president or vice-chalrman, He stated that he was in favor
of peace and democracy and was opposed to Fascism, and that
persons he met in connection with the organization seemed
to be nice people who advocated similar views. He stated
that actually he had not been aware of the inker-workings
ol the organizstion,

He stated further that even after HITLER attééked
Russia, and at which time Russia was an ally of the AT, Sey N\
nevertheless he still had not forgotten the HITLER+STALIN \
FPact to which he had been and still was opposed. He said )
that it is his opinion that participation by the U. \S*\ A\
in World War II was justified and that the present Koreamn
war is a just one on the part of the U, S. He also J

indiceted that in spite of the fact that Russia became an j

ally of the U, S. he at the time looked with great disfavor /°

upon the fact that Russia had attacked Finland.

NN

- -

.




WFO 101=-1381

American Peace Mobilizstion

~ Subject stated that he had not belonged
to the American Peace Mobilization or the American Peoples
Mobilization, althoush they might have used his name,

Rook Union

BROWN said that he does not remember any
affiliation or association on his part with the Book
Union. He said he thought the Book Union grew out of
thelesgne of American Writers and that he had found that
the lebgue of American Writers had put him on some sort
of book committee., He said that he knew that he had been
placed on this book committee because he was a Negro and
because of his position on the faculty of Howard University.
He said that he took no action as a member of such a
group. He mentioned that he had bought o me bocks through
the Book Union because it was an inexpensive way to
purchase some books that he wanted to read,

Commonwealth College

With regard to Commonwealth College, BROWN
sald that he has received a publication issued by this
institution. He pointed out that because of his activity
as & book reviewer, his name has been placed on various
nublishers' mailing lists and that he receives maij] from
various sources for this reason, He suggested tuut in this
way his name might have been placed on a mailing list of
Commonwealth College. He stated that also he might have
been put on such a mailing list because of his expressed
interest in the South and the problems of the sharecroppers.
He said that through his interest in these problems he
might have met persons who had taught at Commonwealth
College. He said that he had not had information that
Commonwealth College was subversive or Communist and that
he had had an 1dea that it might be a Socialist institutlon.
He said that he knew of no reason why he would have sub-
scribed to thelr publication, but that if some friend had
asked him to subscribe he might have done so although it
was not something that he would have been anxious to subscribe

to. He said that he had no recollection of reading the
publication,

= B




WFO 101-1381

federal Workers School (United Federal Workers of America)

With rerard to the Tederal Workers School
subject stated that he did not recall this organization;
however, he recalled there was a group of some sort
vhich mircht have been identical with the Federal Workers
School whicih met in a basement on 17th Street, and that
‘ne might have civen a couple of talks to this sroup.

He said that he thourht the meeting place had been on
the southwest corner of 17th and F Streets, Northwest,
in Washington, D, Ce

Jefferson “chocl of Social Science

vWith repard to the Jefferson School of Social
Sciencey. BROWH stated that he thought that he had been
invited by this school to give a talk., He said that his
recollection was that he had accepted the invitation, and
that subsequently the school had written to him and told
him that the speech was called off. BROWN said that he
certainly had given no talks before the Jefferson School
since that school had acquired the reputation of being sub-
versive, He stated that he had been glad when the proposed
speech had been called off because even af that time he
sensed that something might be wrong abouf the school. He
stated that he receives a very large number of requests
to address schocl groups and that he has made a great many
such talks;that it was, therefore, possible that ha had
spoken before such a group at some tims, -but that if'.he
had ever done so he had not been aware of the nature of the
group., He stated that he had never thughf“any series of
classes at the Jefferson School., He sald that he dld not
believe it 1likely that he could have been addressinc such
a group without being aware of the nature of his audience
because he would have been z2lewrfed by the type of guestions
which would have been asked him by students in the audlence.

eague of American lWrlters

o]

Subject stated that he recalled an occasion in
the late 1930s when he had atténded a gathering sponsored
by the League of American Writers, at which tims he hadﬁ\1//
been asked to say a few words and he had given a five |
minute talk on folklore. He said that it was his—belief—
that the-organization had held at least three such

- 6 -
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gatherings and that he hed attended the first one

and probably the third., We did not recall the exact
dates., He said that the League had put his name on
its board of directors or some similar group, and

that he had taken no action In this connection, He
pointed out that at that time, being interested in
literary affairs, he had very seldom seen an author in
person and that he had attended these gatherings with
the idea of seeing various prominent writers.

National Negro Congress

BROWN stated thet He had never had what e
degcribed as a "tight affiliation" with the Netional Nerro

Congress, He sald tha ers ) derstood to
be in charge of it wasi |

and that when he, BROWN, first went into the organization he
had liked the idea of Negro groups becoming organized. He
said that he made speechses for the National Negro uonareus,
miving talks on such subjects as the "Negro in Literature”
He saild that he heard abocut a oonflict within the National
Negro Congress owser the subject of Cormunism, but that he,
himself, had taken no part in this fight. He said that

one day he met |on the street at which timc

had expressed the opinion that BROWN was well off
financially and had asked him for a contribution at which
time BROWN said he zave him two dollars., BROWN stated that
this incident probably occurred subsequent’.. to the time

of the above mentioned fight in the National Negro Congress
over the matter of Communisme.

He acknowledged that he acceded to requests to
tne National Wegro Congress that he give talks, but that
ne never would have associated the hatlonal Negro Conpress
in his mind with Sovuat Russla.

Negro Quarterly

f/
With regard to the allegation that he had L{
contributed an article to the first issue of "Negro
Quarterly", BROWN said that this publication had asked | v

him to submit something and that he had submitted an
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article on the subject of the "Nepro Author and his
Publisher”, He pointed out that he had already|written

and presented this article as a talk at a meeting of the
teachers of English in Negro colleges, which he| indicated
he consldered a conservative group. He said that L+

was his belief that the edltors of "Negro Quarterlv

had read thc published version of this talk and| \had

asked him if they could use it, He stated that‘it

appeared in the initial issus of "Negro Quart orly" and

that he had not known previously what individual

would be represented in this mazezine, He pointed—oub
that he had not taken the initiative in offering \the ‘
article to the "Negro Quarterly". Also in th¥s connectio
he mentioned that available publication outlgts for Negroeg
are very few in number and that an author nqturally is
desirous of seeing his work in printe.

New Masses o

Subject stated that he subscribed tec the "New
Masser" at the time hs finished college., He stated that
e was In & Theological School in Virginia where there
were very few magazines or books available. He was
interested in American life and publications, end he sub-
scribed to all kinds of macazines including religious and
philosophilcal journals which opened & new world to him.
He sald that & poem of his had appeared in the "New lMasses*
and, also, according to hils recollection,one or two bodk L~
reviews, Ile stated that he did not remember what bogk E
or books he had reviewed in this connection. O

"

With regard to his knowledge of the nature of
the "New Masses", BROWN stated that he thought that he
would have known at that time of the Communist relationship
on the part of the "New Masses". He said that he would not
have known at that time the "New Masses" was officially
connected with the Communist Party but that he could read
end understand that the magazine was connecived with
Communism, although he never quite equated the "New Masses"
with the Communist Party,

Sub ject mentioned that he had been onc o1 the

cditors of an anthology entitled "Negro Caravan'. He sald
tnat the most unfavorable review of this book appeared

-8 =
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in the "New Messes! accordin.. to I'is recollection,

He seid thet the "New Masses'" review contained praise
for the book, but on the other liand attacked the vook
for its handling of the Negro question.

Also in the above connection, BROWN estated thet
the editors of *New Masses" had asked the three editors cfl
"Wegro Caravan" to participate in a& panel discussion to
defend theilr views on the Negro question, but thet he
and the other editors of "Negro Caraven" did not even
conslder accepting this invitation.

Sub ject stated thet 1t was his recollection
that the writing of certain persons whose work had eppesred
in other publicetions and who were in his opinion anti-
Communist, had appeared oh occesions in the "New Masses'.

Subject stated that his recollection was thet
e poem of his own relating to sharecropping had Dveen
nublished in the "New Masses", He mentloned thet this
poem had supsequentlv appeared in a bookx. SubjJect seid he
1s currentlv opnosed to the policies of the "New Masces",
end regrets thet his poem apneared in its pages.

Ag to the time when he became aware thet the
"New Masses" wes rether closelv tied in with Communisn,
gubJect stetrc that his recollection wes that he reeched
this avereness at the end ol the 1930s.

With regerc to a dinner in New York in 1946,
svonsored by the "New Massges!, &t vhich time subject was
presented with an award, subject stated that he had attended
this dinner although at that time he had hed qualms about
doing so, He expressed the ovinion that he had been
sponsored for tlils award not through any connection with
"New Masses" but because he wes the first member of the Negro
race to teach at Vassar College, Bublect stated that upon
recelving notification of the award he did not ow whet
action to take. He saic¢ that he did not know then the things
thet he now %nows, anc, aleo, he did not know who was going
to be present at the above described dinner, He mentioned
that a considerable number of other persong recelved awards
2lso on the scme occasion, et which time a Negro actor
read & poem of the subjectl!s entitled the Y8trong Men",
which subject stated wes not Communist in nature. He polnted
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out that certain highly reputable persons had received
awards on the same occasion, and that he had attended
although friends of his had advised him not to do so.

Je said that in connection with his position on the
Vassar Faculty, he had received approximately four awards
from various sources, and that he i1s inclined by nature

'to be polite in accepting honors that are offered to him

rather than declining them with a statement that he does
not subscribe to the views of the person extending the
honor or award. Subject stated that he had had no
previous knowledge of who was to attend the dinner.

Washing ton Bookshop Association

Concerning his past attendance at meetings
sponsored by the Washington Bookshop Association, subject
stated that he had attended such meetings in order to
hear musical or literary works in which he was interested.

We said that his connection with the Washington Bookshop
Association was not merely a matter of buying books at a
discount. He stated that the association had been interested
in the salecfamanthology, "Negro Caravan", of which he was

one of the editors, He also mentioned that he had given
talks before gatherings sponsored by the Weshington Bookshop
Association., He recalled having given a talk on the subject
"What the Negrc Wants' at the Phyllis-Wheatley Y.W.C.A. in
Washington, D. Ce on one occasion, In this connection he
expressed the view that sponsorship of this meeting by the
Weshington Bookshop Association was not particularly
significant. He sald that hz had been asked to make "a

talk at the Y"; that the talk was related to a book

compiled by a friend of his and that he, BROWN, had agreed

to make the talk. He said that he had not indiscriminately
attended all gatherings of the Washington Bookshop Association.
He said that after the association had been listed by the
Attorney General as subversive he would not have given a

talk under its sponsorship, not because of cowardice on

his part but because the orranization has been proven
subversive., Subject stated that he did not know the details
of' how the organization came to be called subversive, In . —
discussing the Bookshop Association he also mentioned thapf
as a faculty member of Howard University he receives a preat
many invitations to address various groups. \
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Weshin:-ton Committee for Democretic Action

Subject stated thet he never belonged to RN
the Washington Committee for Democratic Action. : &‘g )

III. MISCELLANEQUS g <

With regard to the Dr. W. E. 8415;;56;;

testimonial dinner held in New York City, February 23,
1951, BROWN stated that he did not attend this dinner
but was one of the sponsors. He sald that he had
allowed his neme to be used as » sponsor and had given
whet ever amount of money wes involved, although he had A
never intended to be present at the dinner. BROWN stated (. 3
thaet he was not a "dupe® in allowing his name to be used S
in connection with this dinner, and that he is not presently

in accord with DU BOI8's views. He stated that the chairman

of the dinner was & men whom he liked and that in acting as

e sponsor, he BROWN, wes not spensoring "the present DU BOIS',

He said thet 1t is his opinion that DU BOIS today is e

lonely men who is in need o flattery and that the Communists

are flattering him. BROWN said th-t it was not DU BOIS's
current views that attract BROWN's generation 6f Negroes to

him. BROWN said thet imthe-old deys-DU BOIS was-H¥ rogressive,
militant and honest® ané could not be bought, anc thet he

had spoken out for first class citizenship for the Negro.
Subsequently, BROWN stated the Communist were able to-

influence DU BOIS. BROWN stated that he had been sponsoring

the DU BOIS he had known in college end with whom he had
tought. He said thet DU BOISfs recent books are wrong and /)
thet DU BOIS is aware of this oplnion on his part. \_

S 7

Subject steted thet he recalls having attended the meeting
in New York City of the Ascocieation Democratjique Haltlenne e&nd also
the Friends of JACQUES ROUMAIN, althouggsgg/aas not = member of that
assoclation. BSBubject statec thet JACQU OUMAIN wes a Haitian
poet who had viegited subj)oct when he had been in the U, 8, Sub jeet
did not recell the dates of the visit or visits. He pointed out
that many writers ancé editors from the West Indlies have seen his,
BROWN'!s, name in print and take the opportunity to visit him when
they come to the U, S,, ¢nd that these persons are of verying
opinions and beliefs. BROWN stated that it was his understanding .---
that ROUMAIN wes protesting egeinst a government in Haltl con-
cerning which BROWN had hesrd much unfavoreble information,
BROWN steted that he did not know of any Communist movement
in Haiti, and he does not know of ROUMAIN was ever = Communiet,
He described ROUMAIN as a nice person who was embittered. He
steted thet he never thought of Communism in connection with
ROUMAIN, '
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Subjoct stated that he had been asked to
~ive a talk on the occasion of the above mentioned
dinmer in New York and that he did not recall the
subject of the talk, He remarked that Communism was
not the theme of the meetinz and that he had not
considered it in any way a Communist group. He pointed
out that a great many people attended who, in his opinion,
have no political connections anc who were prominent
In various fields of endeavore.

With regard to the sale of works written or b6
edited by the subject by the Bookshops having affiliations b7C
with the Communist Party or Communist Front groups,
sucli-as the Workers Bookshop, BROWN stated that he had
never been approachec by representatives of any such
Bookshops 1In connection with the sale of his writings.

IV, PHYSICAL DFESCRIPTION

The followine phvelcal description of the subject
was obtained by perscnal observetion:

Name ¢ iR ST-RLING ALLENBROWN ‘e

Date of Birth: llay 1, 1901

Place of Rirth: “Tashincton, De Co

Race: Nerro

Complexion: Very light tan

Height: s

Weight: Approximately 195 1bs.

Build: edium--stocky

Heir:; Black, graying

Unusual characteristics:

| Wears rimless glasses 1’/ l

Residence: 1222 Kearney Street, N. I,
Washington, D. Ce

Employment: Professor, Howard University,

Washington, D. Ce

- P -
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ADMINTSTRATIVE PAGE

LEAD

THE WASHINGTON FIRID OFFICH

AT WASHINGTON, D, C,

Will svbmit amended administrative pages
reflecting documentation information requested
of the Chicapoc and Little Rock Offices,

REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent| |
dated March 30, 1953, at Washingtcn, s Co

Report of Special Agent
dated March 30, 1953, a¥ New YOTrK Citye
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Assistant Xttorney General

Warren Olney III ; June 9, 1953
Criminel Division

ﬁirector, FBI
b6
C} b7C
STERLING ALLEN BROWN
SECURITY MATTER - €

LABOR - FEDERAL SECURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT OF 1953
FBI File 100-4396L4 :

Reference is made to the Department's GI
letter of January 19, 1953, concerning employees F?-{;
of Howard University, Washington, D. C.

Sterling Allen Brown is one of the individuals
presently employed at Howard University.

There is enclosed for your information
and in order that consideration may be given as to
whether any Federal laws have been violated one copy
of a report by Specilal Agent |
dated May 18, 1953, at Washingtom, D, C., concerning
the captioned ﬁ?bjact.

An investigative report by Special Agent
|:::_|dated March 30, 1953, at Washington, D. C.,
concerning Brown has previously been furnished to
the Records Administration Branch. Coplss of these
reports have been furnished to the Department of
Health, Education and Welfare.

Based upon available informmtion no further
investigation of the sub jeet will be undertaken at
this time unless advised to the contrary by you.

soflobive oo

HPH: jal / ¢

20 1Q§3 :74~. /
. SECURITY INPORMATION. - . CONRIDRWSEAL—
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INFORMATION W‘r

Juns 9, 1953
BY SPECIAL MESSENGER

Department of Health, Education - oe
and Welfare B
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear

Reference is mada to a mnuﬁggaduu from this
Bureau dated January 30, 1953, furnishing to your Agency
information concerning Sterling Allen Brown.

There is enclosed for your information one

copy each of the following reports concerning this
individual.

Report of Sgecial Agent |
dated May 18, 1953, at Washington, D. C.

Report of Special Agent
dated Mareh 30, 1953, at New York, New York.

Report of Special Agent 8Q§i65| |
dated March 30, 1953, at Washington, D. C.

The above information is furnished for your
confidential use only and is not to be disseminated
outdide your Agency. This information is not to be
considered as a clearance or noncloarnnco of the

/»’ individual involved.

"\
_nmé

Wi ) conu-rm

o S :
/ R ( incerely yours,
f
|
{

CHOJUN ]

- John Edgar Hoover
Director
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