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Assiat.ant Attorney General

arren Olney III | . 0 - - april 23, 1953
Director, FBI L e
SRV St T |
@Q‘C\WSA\A R A Attention: o
“ JAY SAUNDuRS RL:DDING - . Mr. Archie D. Simpnon :
SPECIAL IHQUIRY - STATE I:EPARNENT *  Records Administration Branch

PUSLIC LAW 402, 80TH CONGR&SS
VOICE OF AMzRICA
. LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

e For your information, and in order that consideration may be given
as to whether any Federal laws have besen violated, there is transmitted here-
with one copy each of reports reflecting the results of an investigation by
this Bureau concerning the above-named individual under the provisions of
Public Law 298, 82nd Congress. Copies ,of these reports have been furnished
the Civil Service ccmmiuion. ‘.

' There is also tranamitted herewith one copy each of reports reflecting
- the investigation conducted by the Civil Service 00miasion conceming this
~individual undar Public Law 298 82nd Congruu.
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: /ﬁ/’_ Born: October 13, 1906 MALER
| , Wilmington, Delaware AUG _ 71962
/ ' NAME CHECK

In response to your reauest wherein you requested <47 .
an¥ data concerning the captioned individual subsequent to
July 7, 1953,/enclosed are four reports emntitled "Louis Lorenzo
Redding, wa., Security Matter - C" who apgears to be the
.. brother of the subject of your inauiry. - In addition enclosed
\/ 1s one report entitled "Southern Conference Educational Fund
> % Inc., Internal Security—C" which contains information relative
~ to the captioned individual. '

N . An article appeared in the New York Times nevsgaper _
.\ . dated March 20, 1961, captioned "250 Teachers Hit House Committee."
.~ This article revealed the Americam Civil Liberties Union made
~ v, public on March 19, 1961, a statement by 250 college and
> university professors urging the abolition of the House Committee
.~ on Un-American Activities. The article revealed the statement
© . asserted that the committee had "regeatedly undermined the
- freedoms essential for national well-being" also that the

s committee had been "unrelenting in its harassing of teachers”
: in its 24-year period. : }

¥7 . - Among the names of professors a pearihg in this : ./
: article was that of one "J, Sgqugg% geddggg, Hampton Institute,"

further unidentified. (100-433447-A

- In a publication entitled "Freedomways, A Quarterly
Review of the Negro Freedom Movement, Vol.2 No.23 dated Spring,
1962," on page 161 appeared an article entitled *Dubois’
Masterpiece Lives On, A New Introduction by Ssgndﬁfg Redding"
who agpears to be identical with the captioned individual. This
article by Mr. Redding graises the book of W. E, B, Dubois' ~
"The Souls of Dlack Folk." You may desire to review this
article for any pertinent information of interest to your ogency.

ublication . T
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George Washmgton Umvers1
Jmll respond this-fall to student.;
‘demands- for* more courses in
black litérature and history by

hiring" one" of “the  nation’s -top "

experts on Negro culture.” -
Jay Saunders ‘Redding; “for

5years a “teacher', at: Hampton -

Institute and other colleges; has :
accepted a’, professorshxp of
American  history and civiliza- -
tion - at  George.. ‘Washington, -.
President, Lloyd H..Elliott wﬂl

Now a_director of .research
for the National Endowment for
the Humamtles, Reddmg will‘be
on leave, at George ~Washmgton
| this fall, but will begm teaclnng
in January' : “ ]

He is .th Y
wn#

"Ijamptpn . Grinnell .

departments” at the university,
Prof. ‘Redding’s ' 'appomtment
represents a deterrmnatwn in-

Ty

officially announce _tomorrow. -

~Unfxv_ex'.‘nt),fv and ;

““For- all 'of ‘the{humamstw A

‘dependent - ‘of" . any - partxcular-

(| pressures, to make the academ-
Jie cont.rlbutlon of: George Wash-
‘ington _more :.importantly". ger-
mane to. the concerns of Wash-
| ington. R { -

)%, “In thiscase, the concern is

| of. study, at both the undergrad-
uate and graduate. levels, de-
voted to the  méaningful. ldentlf-
ication of - a- continuing Negro
culture in the United States.”

h I:}xl .an mtenne ""Reddmg said
e hopes .ty yrap. ifito ‘the, fac-
'tual substaﬁ’“é*éf" rican li

with. the development of a field|

€ lof Negroes with lawlessness.
knowledge" about the Negro_will

4.~ |eliminate. - race pre]udlce Red
' ding sald

: changed some -of my ideas.” As

a_product\,of Amerlcan pubhc
s e
{|stance, that Afrlca is populated

Washington, W. "
and Maleolm . X: | uy
“If Maleolm and black ‘ex-
tremists’“can’t be seen -as. part
of the ‘contemy rary: revolution,
then” thé‘f‘ane?o Deing misread,”
Reddmg“smd““Some ‘people in
ir soclety‘don’tiwant to make
coﬁne sétion'y: pre prefernng 3

-

[}

2 Negroes ‘merely as distu
ers of the ‘peace: who lack r
spect for the la
‘Redding. Sai

dlsturbed’ by speakers at. the|.
Republican conventxon last week;
and their implicit * ldentlflcatlon

. Asked:"if he. belleves .wider

41 lmow that knowledge has

p

— and.in the -process of depriv-
ing iothers, .whxtes have robbed
themSelves e iy o

There ' are hmlts to the extent
to which knowledge will change
mmds ‘however,, Reddmg said.
He c1te¢ efforts, by’ DuBois, who
producedi'his “Atlanta- studles”-_
" |at-the turn of the century: in an’
effort to' disseminate. knowledge
- labout; Negroes;- only
in. frustration.

‘Last spring- George Washmg-
f‘\ton ~students | démanded . ithat
\more, Courses. iny Negro history
‘land;” arts” be:: -taught” - at- . the |
school," that- efforts *be 'made to-
up, ade Negro employes
rsity and _that. the,
dev lop closer 'ties. to: the” syr-
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By EBNEST HOLSENDO, PH
"7 Star Staff Writer” . T®
George Washmgton University
will respond this fall to student .
demands for more  courses in
black literature ‘and. history by '
hiring ‘one of the natlons top
experts on Ne

npton
Instxtute and other colleges has
accepted “a professorship  of
Amerxcan history and civiliza- .
ition - at’ _George Washington, |
President Lloyd H. Elliott will :
officially. announce tomorrow.

Now " a ' director. of research |
[for the National Endowment for !
‘the. Humanities, Redding will be |
on leave at George: Washington
this fall, but will begm teachmg
in January

He .is the author of several
ibooks on the Negro, and has
taught ‘at Hampton, Grinnell .
College, Brown University and .

Africa. He sérved as a fellowl
lllllkﬁﬁ‘dperatwe Frogfam in
'the Humanities at Duke and e
Utsrversttyof North &‘ﬁxﬁig?
the 196465 academic year,

Said Elliott:

" “For all.of ‘the humanistic
departments at the university,
Prof: ' Redding’s’ appomtment
“|represents -a determination, in-
dependent of * any partlcular
pressures, to make the academ-
ic contrlbutxon ‘of George Wash-
ington “more importantly ger-
mane to the concerns of Wash-
ington;

" “In this case, the concern is
with the development of a field
of study, at both the undergrad-
uate and graduate levels, de-|
‘voted to the meanmgful identif-
ication"of a. continuing Negro
culture' in the United States.”

- In an interview, Redding said
he ‘hopes-to “wrap into the fac-
tual substance of American life,
materials and ‘ideas: about” the,

ican;" eblack Amer-

" He said’ hem generally opposes,
courses ‘devoted, only to, Negro,
_studles, pre{ernng _:: b

2.

““chamafu]” not’to" include the
-autobiographical . - nfatErTaT of
‘Frederick Douglass, Booker T.
Washington, W.: E.. B. Dubo:s
and Malcolm X,

_ “If Malcolm and ‘black ‘ex-
tremists” can’t be seen as part
of the contemporary revolution,
then they “are being misread, ”
Redding- said.- ““Some people in

our society.don’t want to make
ﬂméctlon préfeFFfig to
‘se e “merely as disturb-
ers o € peace MH’&‘—ﬁﬁ"i’P
spect for the law.”

Redding said -he was ‘“‘much:
disturbed’ by . speakers at. the
Republican convention last week | ‘
and their implicit identification!
of Negroes with lawlessness.

Asked if he believes wider.
knowledge ‘about" the Negro will’
eliminate race pre]udxce Red-
ding saxd C

“I know that knowledge has
changed some of my “ideas. As
a. product of American public
-schools, I was taught, for in-
stance, that Africa is populatéd
by  savages and that it was a
place no one wanted to visit. I
have visited and studied Africa,
and I recogmze the false 1mage
ffor ‘what it_is,”

Redding said there is a “con
‘scious ‘effort 'in America to ma-|
lign and demgrate black ac-l
1comphshments ”

-'Hé -added:- “The complamt
jthat 'we, "have 'been . deprived’
land robbed of our pastis valid

{— and-in the process of dm}7, 5

nng others, whites have r
themselves »o.

ﬁ There' are hrmts to the extent.
to which knowledge will change
'minds; however: ‘"Redding’ sald
iHe cited efforts by ‘DuBois, who'
‘produced “his . “‘Atlanta’ studles"
fat the tirn of the ‘century-in.an
'effort to disseminate knowledge
{about Negroes,,only to glve up

in; frustration; - ol

ast spring: George Washmg-

T studentSv demanded' that

»more courses: in Negro lustory

:and:,* -arts. be:. ‘taught="at. the!

school,“that efforts-be ‘made - to;

upgrade Negro employes of the:

‘university and that t.he school,

‘develop icloser ties- o' the

roundmg commumty
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The Washington Post
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The Washington Daily News _
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DR. JAY SAUNDERS REDDING

PROFESSOR OF AMERICAN HISTORY AND
CIVILIZATION, THE GEORGE WASHINGTON
UNIVERSITY, WASHINGTON, D. C.

The ""Evening Star' of August 13th carried a story identifying
Dr. Jay Saunders Redding, an authority on Negro culture, as having accepted
a professorship of American History and Civilization at the George Washington
GW) University and he will begin teaching in January. GW| |
Stated that Professor Redding's appointment represents a determination:
to make the academic contribution of GW more importantly germane to the
concerns of Washington. He stated that the concern is with the development

of a field of study devoted to the meaningful identification of a continuing /,
Negro culture in the United States. (7,/ Q/

; Dr. Redding, in an interview about the Afro-American and the
Black Amerlcan stated that it is ""shameful, " when teaching biography, not to
include the autob1ograph1ca1 material of certaln prominent Negroes, including
Booker T. Washington, W, E. B. DuBois and Malc X. Redding also stated
that he was disturbed about speakers at the Republican Convention last week
and their implicit identification of Negroes with lawlessness.

The article also pointed out that last spring GW students demanded
that more courses in Negro history and arts be taught at the school, that efforts
be made to upgrade Negro employees of the university and that the school
develop closer ties to the surrounding community.

b6
INFORMATION IN BUFILES: b7C

/ PN A :
Py - / Jmn.& Ll /c&aé:o'\-’ o /

Reddmg was born at W11m1ngton, Delaware, on October 13, 1906.
He recelved a Ph. B. from Brown University in 1928 and an A. M. degree in
1932. Redding has several books to his credit on Negro culture§ sin the United
States and has been affiliated with a number of Negro universities, including
Morehouse College in Atlanta, Georgia, from 1928 to 1931, and Hampton

Institute in Virginia where he has been a Professor of. Qnghsh since _1943.

Biographical:
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M. A. Jones to Mr. Bishop Memo
RE: DR. JAY SAUNDERS REDDING

In 1953 Redding was the subject of a Special Inquiry investigation
in connection with his position with the Voice of America. That investigation
revealed that a fellow employee at Hampton Institute considered Redding a
poor choice as she felt his writings reflected bitterness about the plight of
the Negroes in this country. The name of Jay Saunders Redding, according
to Bureau files and other sources, including the House Committee on Un-
American Activities (HCUA), was linked with several procommunist
organizations and publications. He was listed as a sponsor in 1950 of an
affair coordinated by the Southern Conference Educational Fund cited by the
HCUA. He was listed as one of the prominent leaders who commented
favorably on the book '"We Charge Genocide, " by William L. Patterson,
National Executive Secretary, Civil Rights Congress, cited pursuant to
Executive Order 10450. :

In the 1953 investigation it was determined that Redding
had listed several references who had been affiliated with a number of
cited organizations. Most of the individuals interviewed concerning Redding
considered him loyal and patriotic.

has been the Subject of secufity-type inquiries by the Bureau since 1941. He

reportedly was the legal advisor for the Communist Party in Wilmington,
_Delaware, during the 1920's and allegedly associated with and furnished
"Tegal representation to Communist Party (CP) members in Wilmington over

a period of years. When interviewed by the Bureau in October, 1953, Louis

Redding denied having ever been a member of or legal advisor to the CP.

Misc NLGJV. AG

but denied membership in the National Negro Congress (cited pursuant

to Executive Order 10450) and denied having read or signed articles appearing

in the "Daily Worker. " Louis Redding has maintained his association with a

number of communist-dominated organizations through at least 1962, The
security case on Louis Redding has been closed since 1964.

RECOMMENDATION:

For information. \/

) Louis Lorenzg-Redding, the brother of Jay Saunders Redding,




UNITED STATES OFFICE OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT

Federal Investigative

Services Division September 29, 2008

William J. Maxwell

Associate Professor of English

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
608 South Wright Street

Urbana, IL 61801

Dear Mr. Maxwell:

This is in reference to your April 6, 2007, Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request to the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) for information regarding J. Saunders Redding. The FBI
forwarded documents that originated with the Civil Service Commission for our review and
release to you.

The enclosed documents have been reviewed pursuant to the provisions of the FOIA. We have
deleted information that is exempt from disclosure pursuant to title 5, United States Code,
sections 552(b)(6), (b)(7)(C), and (b)(7)(D). Sections (b)(6) and (b)(7)(C) exempt information
that could reasonably be expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal privacy.
Section (b)(7)(D) exempts information that could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity
of a confidential source. )

If you wish to appeal these deletions, you may do so by submitting a request to the Office of the
General Counsel, Office of Personnel Management, 1900 E Street, NW, Washington, DC 20415-
0001. An appeal should include a copy of your request, a copy of this letter, and a statement
explaining why you believe the decision is in error. The appeal should also include “FREEDOM
OF INFORMATION ACT APPEAL” in capital letters on the envelope and at the top of the letter

of appeal.

If you have any questions regarding this response, contact the Freedom of Information Privacy
Act Branch at 724-794-5612, extension 7000. Please reference tracking number 2008-12920.

Sincerely,
sl
/
NAuk~"C P~

Christine Bilunka
Supervisory FOI/PA Specialist

Enclosures

www.opm.gov Our mission is to ensure the Federal Government has an effective civilian workforce www.usajobs.gov
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ITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMIS};

BUREAU OF DEPARTMENTAL OPERATIONS
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
DATE: April 17, 1959

FILE: DISO:JJQ:sdr

TO: Director
Federal Bureau of Investigation
ALL FEI II‘IFURHATIDN CONTAINED
DATE OF BIRTH

Washington 25, D. C.
HEREIN IS UNCLAS SIFIED
DATE 09-25-2007 BY AUC 6032 -1_;BAIJ,’STP/cld
October 13, 1906

1

)
REDDING, Jay Saunders
POSITION, ORGANIZATION, AND LOCATION
2

Expert, Office of Education,
Department 6f Health, Education and Welfare,

Hampton, Vlrglma
The disposition made of this case in which your Bureau conducted investigation is indic

below:
A. [] APPLICANT [} EMPLOYEE
(] Eligible [] Eligible
(] Ineligible [ Ineligible
“ B. FINAL ACTION:
\ -
\\_ .f °"(Z] By Agency Non-sensitive [ BycCSC
5 m;t:avorabl@determmatmn
o (‘_“ﬁ?emove@or not appomted as a result of ‘'security determination under:
<
= - . 0. 10450 v [ CSC procedures
L N -?r ‘
~ Q Rem ovﬁaﬂ or not appointed as a result of suitability determination,
K Ny N ‘J)
* :; @ Rem@ed before determination was completed
=T ~
[}» After charges were preferred or after being advised that charges were to be preferred.

O Other
[] Separated (other than by resignation) or dropped from consideration before determination was

[ E.O. 10450 (J P.L.920
[ E.O.9835 [ E. 0. 10422 or 10459

[X Other Statutory-type
NOT RECORbED
18 APR 20 1959

completed.
C. AUTHORITY FOR INVESTIGATION

) P.L.298

DI 374 \
APRIL 1958

$ APR 28%@59 g
G 77
/23~ 8- VK

-~ .

| ®
e

USCSC--WASHINGTON D C
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UNITED STATES ClvILW JEREOMM I SS ION

Jemueby 19, 1953

Nj(ﬁ iAs:—:

REDDING, Jay Saunders

WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

' REFERRAL OF BACKGROUND CASE TO FBI

FOR ANY NECESSARY INVESTIGATION . [CASE SERIALNUMBER . |DATE OF BIRTH
| | R g (1).22.53.1647 | 10-13-1906
= LIBEF . e - . o Gt . |AGENCY REQUESTING INVESTIGATION 7
: : ' - —
|{Honorable J. Edgar Hoover . . :-Depﬁrtmenﬁ' Of State . Q /

Director, Federal Bureau of Investxgation AUTl:lORITY FOR INVESTIGATION

Washi 2 . B : ~

ashxngtff\ 5 D oo c .‘ B o EP;L. 298, B82ND CONGRESS, 20 Scssxon
; D P.L. 920, 81sT CONGRESS, 2p SESSION
A [[] Bubcer BureAu. BULLETIN §1-15

. The Cornmiuion has been requened to conduct background investigntnon in this case" as indicated nbove.

The case is lubmltted for any necessary lnveutxganon by your &:reuu. in view of a possible question of loy-
alty as specified below.

Upon coqlotlon of the full field mvestigation. pleue furnish copies of “your report to this\officp”in.the
regular manners I will appreciate it if you will refer to the case lerinl number specified above, w furnishing
information to the Cominion on this case, :

|

G

D Report of previous investigation, Copies. uttached as indicnted under Enclonuvel.

Report. of previous ‘investigation. Report msy be reviewed at the Office of Chief, Inv&yﬁl‘tatiom Division,
Arrangements for review may bevmade by telephoning Commission. extension 260, . -

NOTE-1%" The FBI returned. Form DS-668 (Department of State Request for Investiga~
tion Data.) to CSC with a memorandum report dated December 22, 1952, vhich
.contained information raga.rdlng subject's loyalty. . - & M“

individuals

: v
3 _Refer to 1nforma.tion on attached Forms‘ INV 34 and 35 regardi
: Sau.nde'rs

ENCLOSURES:
_LC pies of CSC reportl.

~Forms INV 34 and 35
cong of Form DS-668

I 2 3—/4 A LN4

msxs FOR REFERRAL: ' ) ) : .
L e e o @ ic
[® ¥oI Files : ‘ S ). B MNACNY S /0 HinaG "
D CSC Bar end Flag Files - L Lo N - ) ) ‘
@ CSC Refercdce: Files . . . o ALL FRI IHFDRHATIDN CONTAINED /) P
G House Committee on Un-American Acnvitxes Files HEREIN IS UNCI'AijSIFIED A
ok D ONT Files ) DATE (9= —20- 200? BY AUC 50324/BAl/S TP /cld
fi ] DA Files R R _ _ : '
(J AR Files SR SR PRAAL I AT . %,gg
{0 cor Fites - ' : S : Q,C{& 5
D Personnel Security Queltionnllre or Applicatxcn Form ' .. 'Q \),g g
[J confidential Inquiry Form(s) - S : o % ' }'Q'z»’iae'-

o)/~
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UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE ‘COMMISSION-
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. -

Jan I:RES:pah

NAME OF CASE

REDDING, Jay Seuxders

' REFERRAL OF BACKGROUND CASE TO FBI

.FOR ANY NECESSARY INVESTIGATION - CASE SERIAL NUMBER . DATE OF BIRTH
i : - (1).22,53. 1647 | 10-13-1906
AGENCY REQUESTING INVESTIGATION ’
§§nor:ble g.dEdF:rBHoover ‘1 g. B - Department of State: |
'w-'g;:.":’ ;5"; 'C_‘"“u of Investigation  IaUTHORITY FOR INVESTIGATION
ashington .49, B % .o .+ |Ee.L. 298, 828D CONGRESS, 2D SESSION

] - ' | p.L. 920, 81s7 CoNGRESS; 2D SESSION

D BUDGET BUREAU BULLETIN 51.15

« The Commistion has been requeiteti to conduct background investigation in this case as indicated above. . -

The case is submitted for any-nocgnary investigation by your Bureau, ‘in view of l. possible question of loy~
alty as specified below. . N , o . ) o .

Upon completion of the full field investigatiom, please fursish copfes of your report to this office in. the
regular manner. Y will appreciate it if you will refer to the case serial number specified above, when furnishing
information ‘to the Commission on this case. : : - ’

BASIS FOR REFERRAL:.

] ¥BI Files ) _
[] cSC Bar and Flag Files | . S e .
] csc Refercace Files. . ‘ e ’ - - *
D House Committee on Un:American Activities Files

D ONI Files ’ ’

[ DA Files

) AIR Files

[ cot Files . : ,

D Personnel Security Questionnaire or Applicatioﬁ‘Form

D Confidential Inquiry Form(s) . : ) . .

D Report of previous investigation, Copies attached as indicated under Enclosures.

D Report of previous investigation, Report may be reviewed at the Office of Chief,
- Arrangements. for review may be made by telephoning Commission. extension 260.

Investigations Divilic'm.

NOTE 1: The FBI returned Form DS-668 (Department of State Request for Investiga-
7 tion Data) to CSC with e memorandum report dated December 22, 1952, vhich
contained informati a : ' PAT

ormation regar i‘ng subject's ;loyalty.. (Q (b)(lx) (—;‘“E}
‘Refer to information on Attached Forms INV 34 and 35 regarding individual

7 NOTE 2:
‘ J. Saunders

\th,: is po'si‘bl Bame person as the subjec g 0
: gpvho are possibly the same persons listed as personal
reforences of the subject under item 7 on the attached Form DS-668 for
~Department of State, ' v 2

James. E. Hatcher, Chief
Investigations Division

& oles of OSC vs.(in duplicate) -

Tored i S md 35 re e

2 copies of Form DS-668 s .. ,gs'é’s’e'
cat * . $¢§

“CONFIDENTIAL

USCSC- -WASHINGTON D C
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REQU TIGATION DATA
THIS PORM TO BE USED FOR INCUMBENT EMPLO ANTS FOR EMPLOYWEVT WAERE (NVESTIGATION IS 70 BE
CONDUCTED BY_THE FEDERAL, BUREAU OF TNVESTICATION! QUIRED N SEC. 1001.PURLIC LAY 401, #0/h CONGRESS
(Maiden, il ony) (Last)

Redding

et _scorpe
7. PLACE OF BIRTH

3. CITizEN:

* vis

ON (Ciccle Aighest grade compleied):
IR SRR Yy ¢
APPROTRIATE ARG TO INPIC T SATISFACTORY
: [0 STLOID N Rl SN
£ EUMENTIRY SEHOC. POSITION DESIRED
X SENIOR HIGH SCAOOL

Elizabeth City, N. C.
bt el L T

Haupton, Virginia |-




:ma:nczs LIST FIVE PERSONS L
nd

578 OF e mmls nr THF UM ITED STATES wdG ARL NOT ;rum
) Az wid KeVE DFF INITE ANDWLEIGE OF YOU s AND FITWESS FOR Tne POSITION FOR wdICh YOU ARE 4
S.YING. DO NOT REPEAT WAMES'OF SUPERY ISCRS. /

FOLL WawE

iCus Ok POLITI

~Assoclations
11 _Alpha

13 L vicer
o %o >a.|4rnlo - ISt \u YOUR DISCHARGE OR SEPAS-
¥ voum ms:-mmr oF

L PARATIDI
G o S AT FOLLNILITARY Par A%
DATE OF SCPARATION OR SEPA:
BRANCH OF SERVICE (Arm 5 aive drads or rating 8t fime of sep-
ete.) aration).
GN CONNECTJONS:

-Spectalist, U, S, State Depariment Exchange Program ( India)

T3, LIST IN OLTAIL ANY PRESENT CR FCKMLR ©




) BACK;GROUND DIVESTIGATION | (T\i22.53.1647
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i
UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSioN CONFIDENTIAL
INvESTIGATIONS Divisidnoperty of US, Civit Sarvice Commission. This renort may
{WasHINGTON 25, D, Chiot be transfarred to anoter assncy without anor aparoval
|

: EREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED e of the Commission, and it may be recalled at any time.
S RN TR R RECORD CHECK INFORMATION

3

Attention fs directed to the fact that the reéord below is merely a listing of information as shown in the Commis-
+ sion’s files and no part'of this information should be considered as identified by the Commission with the person or per-
' sons whose name or names were submitted for se:nrching. Further, the mention of an organization hereafter does not
constitute a characterization by the Commlssioxlx of the nature and burpose of such organization. The information
given herein has not been verified by investization; the Commission, therefore, can make no evaluation of the validity of
the information nor the creditability of the source of information. This information is furnished solely as an aid to

any investigations or corroborative checks requested or in process.

| 3

i
i

-

e e i R

The Daily Worker of May 27, A%941, pages 1 and 5, contained an article and a
Statement with a list of the initiating group and signers, captioned "160 Negro
Leaders Condemn Drive to War and D;istruction of Qur People's Rights "

The following excerpts are qLoted ‘from the statement:

"The Negro people cannot avoid the conclusion that the war
drive and the denial aiq destruction of democratic rights
go to-gether, It jig impossible for us to see how democracy
can be really defended when such evils plague the ‘thirteen
miilion black xlmericansl within our country. It is impos~
sible for us to sce how & program of 'Mational Defense' can
become a reality when in the very process, constitutional
liberties are.denied such 2 large segment of the population.
Such is our situation tlere at home."

"The Kegro people want nothing of Hitler; they detest him
and all his practices. i On the other hand the British war-
nekers hold Africa, India, the West Tndies and other
colonial areas in a crusl bondage, often infinitely worse
than the oppression inown by Negroes in America,n

"Along with our fellow Aericans, we Negroes must see clear~
1y tarough the fog of deception in the propaganda of press,
radio and other forces. | Our choice must be single and firm;
e want democracy with gguality in Jobs, in our political
life, and in the social institutions of our country, and we
want peace in whicin to achieve these basic human rights,"

W is} included in a list of signers of the statement.

The listed signers of the statement include, among others:

15,500 JHOT 2570,
recalled at any time.
INV. 34

V- 5. GOVERNMENT PRINVING OFFICE  1G—04085-1 > MARCH 1351
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RECORD CHECK INFORMATIUN——-}------—- CONTINUATION SHEET - - - - PAGE_2

(See introductory atotamantj on first page) i o
: I

The files of this offlce contain photostatic copies of the pages taken irom the
pamphlet entltled "Nat:.onal Negro Congress, 1936."

Page 1294 of the Hearlngs before a Special Committee on Un~American Activities,
78th Congress, 2nd Session, Appendix Part IX contains a partial list of the endorsers
of the National Negro Congress. Included on this list-was

. |

1

i
]
i

A copy of the rmalrbersh:uol list of the National Lawyers Guild, which was made
available to the chairman of the Special Committee on Un-American Activities, by the
National Seczetary of the Natilonal Lawyers Gulld in March 1939, is noted to contain
the above name and address.

The NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRILSS has been designated by the Attorney General of the United
States as within the purview oi‘ EIxecutive Order 9835.

The Guide to Subversive ’Organlzations and Publications, prepared and released
by the Committee on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, May 14, 1951,
contains the following information on COORDILATING COMMITTEE TO LIFT THE (SPANISH)
EMBARGO and NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD.

COORDINATING COMAITTES 1:0 LIFT THE (SPANISH) E4BARGO

"1, Cited as one of a riumber of front organizations, set up during
the Spanish Civil War by the Communist Party in the United
States and through iwhich the party carried on a great deal of
agitation, ]

(Special Co'xruttu. on Un-American Activities, Report, March
29, 1944, pp. 137 and 138. )

"2, Cited as a Commum.,t front.

, (California Comm:LtLec on Un-American Act;w1t1es, Repert
1947, p. 220. )"

A\

Inv-3s
USCSC==¥ASHINGTON D C . December 1947
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(See introductory atatament 'on firat page)

|
NATIONAL LAWYERS! CL;LD|€

"], Cited 2s a Comnunist front.
(Specizl Committée on Un-American Activities, Report,
March 29, 1944, p. 149.)
n2, Cited as a Communist front winich 'is the formost legal bulwark
of the Communist Party, its front organizations, and controlled
unions' and which 'since its inception has never failed to rally
to the legel defensg of the Communist Party and individual
members thereof, including known espionage agents.'
(Congressional Committes on Un-American Activities, Report .
on the Hztional Lawyers Guild, House Report No. 3123, Sept-
ember 21, 1950 (originally "cleadcd SCptémOCT 17,.:1950).)
It-'came into being 'sarly in 1937' and 'on June 5, 1940, 4. A.
Berle, Jr., Assistant Secretary of Stute, resigned from the
National ngyvrs' Guild, charging that the leadership of the
organizations is not:prepared 'to take any stand which conflicts
with the Communist Party line,' _'Cited by the Comnlttee as a
"Communist froht for: :attorneys.'
(California Commlttee on Un-American Act1v1t1es, Report,
1943, p. 98; 1947, ‘p. 48.)
‘The late Frank P. Walsh, Comptroller 2 !
Hon. 4dolph Berle, Assistant becretary

of .State;

X and others have re51gned from the organization on

the ground that it isiCommmnist-dominated.'

" (New York City Council Committee investigating the Munic-
ipal Civil Service Comnission.)"

The Daily Worker is the folCldl organ of the Communist Party on the East
Coast,”

NBB 12-3-52
FR 12-5-52

Inv-38 ,
USCSC==WASHINGTON D € 3 ber 1947




* 'BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION _ (1)

B i . Ve mrmes
\_/NITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMisoilN -

INVESTIGATIONS Divisionty ¢l US. Pk
WASHINGTON 25, DPG.be tranicired 10 aic >
I ot the Commission, and it may b2 rzca

RECORD CHECK INFORMATION

:¢  Attention is directed to the fact that the record below is merely a listing of information as shown in the Commis-
_ sion’s files and no part of this information should be considered as identified by the Commission with the person-or per-
sons whose name or names were submitted for searching. Further, the mention of an organization hereafter does not «

constitute a characterization by the Commissioni of the nature and purpose of such organization. The information

given herein has not been verified by investigation; the Commission, therefore, can make no evaluation of the validity of
the information nor the creditability of the source of information. This information is furnished solely as an‘aid to
any investigations or corroborative checks requested or in process.

1
i
'

Pages 237-239 of the Hearings before the Sub Committee to Investigate the Adminis-
tration of the Internal Security Act and Other Internal Security Laws of the Committee
on the Judiciary, United States Senate, 82nd Congress, 1st Session, Part 1 on the
Institute of Pacific Relations - July 25,26,31, August 2 and 7, 1951, contain a
letter dated May 8, 1940 from the files of the Institute of Pacific Relations .siened
by -7 ; ] of {the American Institute of Pacific Relations to

of the American Committee for International Studies, 129 East Fifty-

second Street, New York City, which was the address at that time of the Institute.of
Pacific Relations. Paragraph #12 of this letter contained tne name ofgone 1

_ not further identified, whom suggested be asked to supuly the names
of ". . one or two Latin Americans of great intellectual ability who look at Latin
America.. from a continental and international point of view, who might establish con-
tact with the appropriate groups in the leading countries and then come to New York to
give the groups here the benefit of his study of such thinking as there is in Latin
America on war aims and post war organization."

INSTITUTE OF PACIFIC RELATIONS

Pages 223-225, of the report, dated July 2, 1952, of the Committee on the
Judiciary (Senate) Eighty-Second Congress, Second Session, hearings held July 25, 1951-
June 20, 1952, by the Internal Security Subcommittee, reflects the following conclus=-
ions, concerning the Institute of Pacific Relations:

nThe Instituteof Pacifiic Relations has not maintained the
character of an objective scholarly and research organization.

uThe IPR has been considered by the American Communist Party and
by Soviet officials ds an instrument of Communist policy, propa-
ganda and military intelligence. ?
"The IPR disseminated 'and sought to popularize false information
including information originating from Soviet and Comaunist
sources. }

o small core of officials and staff members carried the main
burden of IPR activities and directed its administration and
policies.

‘"Members -of the small core of officials and.staff members vho 2
controlied IPR were either Communist ogéip’geoﬁcnqmmhi’ L A <D dS30L MY
3 s ot tio c: SIclied to another agency witiwat prior apniovy

< 28 SOmmission, aad it may o tecalied INVinddim,

i
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(See introductory statement on firat page)

USCSC~=WASHINGTON D C

"There is no evidence that the large majority of its members sup-
ported the IPR for any reason exeept to advance the professed
researcn and scholarly purposes of the organizatioh.

. |
"Most members of the IPR, and most members of its Board of
Trustees, were inactive and obviously without any influence over
the policies of the organization snd the conduct of its affairs.
WIPR activities wérc made possible largely through the financial
support of American industrialists, corporations, and foundations,
the majority of whom were not familiar with the imnner workings of
the organization.: ;
4R
uThe effective leadership of the IPR often sought to deceive IPR
contributors and supporters as the true character and activities

D . )
of tne orgenizations.

"Neither the IPR x"_uor any substantial body of those associated with
it as executive officers, trustees or major financial contributors
has ever made any 'serious and objective investigation of the
charges that the IPR was infiltrated by Comnmunists and was used
for pro-Communist ‘&and pro-Soviet purposes.

"The names of eminent individuals were by design used as a respect-
able and impressive screen ‘for the activities of the IPR inner
core, und as a defense when such activities came under scrutiny.

’ : A
was) from some time beginning in the 1930's, a
. L i s o 3 . o
conscious articulate instrument of . the Soviet conspiracy.

%o
uEffective leadership of the IPR had by the end of 1934 established
and implemented an official comnection with °

|

"After the establishment of the Soviet .Council of IPR, leaders of the
Americaen TPR soughtlznd maintained working relationships, with
Soviet diplomats and officials. g

|
"The American stafi of IPR, though fully apprised that the Soviet
Council of IPH was in fact an arm of the Soviet Foreign Office, was
simuitaneously and sgcretly instructed to preserve the 'fiction' that
the Soviet council was independent.
“IPR officials testified, falsely before the Senate Internal Security
Subcommuittee concerning the relationships between IFR and the
Soviet Union. ;

|
testified falsely before the subcommitbee with
reference to at least five separate matters that were relevant to the
inquiry and substanti“al in import.
“2 ;
testified felsely before the subcommittee

INV-38
Decemder 1947
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(See j‘qtroductory statement rjm firat page)

in denying that he %egommended the Central Intelligence.igency
employ, utilize and ‘rely upon certain individuals haviné(Communist
associations and connections. This matter was relevant to the
inguiry and substan%ial-in import., o

I} A
"The effective leadership of IPR worked consistently to set up
actively cooperative and confidential relationships with persons
in Government involved in the determination of foreign policy.

i . :

"Qver a period of yéérs : . ‘was the principal
fulcrum of IPR pressures and influence in the State Department.
7 i 2

"It was the continueé practice of IPR to seek to place in Govern~-
ment posts both persons associated with IPR and other persons
selected by the efchtive leadership of" IPR.

1
"The IPR possessed close organic relations with the State Depart—
ment through interchange of personnel, attendance of State Depart-
ment officials at IPR conferences, constant exchange of information
and social contactsl :

nThe effective leadership of the IPR used IPR prestige to promote
‘the interests of the Soviet Union in the United Stetes.
: |

"A group of persons bperating within and about the Institute of
Pacific Relations exerted a substantial influence on United
States far eastern policy.

A

}
"The IPR was a vehicle used by the Comauniststo orientate American
far eastern policies toward Communist objectives.

"4 group of persons Lssociated with the IFR attempted, between
1941 and 1945, to change United -States policy so as to accommodate
Communist ends and to set the stage for a major United States
policy change, favérable to Soviet interests, in 1945.

| :
and were influential in bring-

. ing zbout a change .in United States policy in 1945 fevorable to
the Chinese Communists. .

"During the period 1945-49, persons associated with the Institute
of Pacific Relations were instrumental in keeping United States
policy on a courseifavorable to Communist objectives in China.

upersons associated iwith the IFR were influential in 1949 in giving
United States far eastern policy 2 direction that furthered Com-
mmist purposes. ; 2

"A chief function of the IPR has been to influence United States
public opinion. 1

| :
- "Many of the persons active in and around the IPR, and in particular

{

i
!

i IkY-35
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(See introductory statement on first page)

though not exclusivelv ey
: ]

knowingly and deliberatley used the lanzuage of books and articles
which they wrote or eédited in en attempt to influence the American

public by means of pro-Cémmunist or-pro-Soviet content of such
writings. .

"The net effect of IPR'; activities on United States public opinion
has been such as to serve international Communist interests and
to effect adversely tlhe iriterests of the United States."

v

|
|

1
i
|
|
|
'
|
1
'

NBB 12-3-52
FR 12-5-52

mp 12-12-52 : 7
INV-35
USCSC==WASHINGTON D C % ¢ 2947




. BACKGROUND INVESTIGATION 7\ (1).22.53.1647
. i 75 { , o 2
-1 ED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMPJA-..,J'ION - il
: Invzspenlons DivisioN -
' WASHINGTON 25, D. Cy-~ B
» S ! R T D 3
\ RECORD CHECK INFORMATION .:osion. and
e ¥ 1
Attennoxi is directed to the fact that the record 'below is merely a listing of information as shown in the Commis-
sion’s files and no part of this information should be considered as identified by the C ission ‘with the person or per-
sons whose lame Or names were submitted for searching. Further, the mention of ay organization hereafter does ‘not
constitute a.characterization by the Commission of [the nature and purpose of such organization.: The information
given herein has not been verified by investigation; the Commission, therefore, can make no evaluation of the validity of
the information nor the creditability of the source of information. This information is furnished solely as an aid to
any investigations or corroborative checks requested :or in process.

Page 1097 of the Hearings befol‘e a Special Committee on Un-imerican Activities,
78th Congress, 2nd Session, AppendixiPart IX, contains an exhibit of & partial list
of sponsors of a dinner dedicated to! American-Soviet Post-War Helations > October 19,
1944, given by the American Russian Institute. Included on ‘this list was one
; not further identified.

Page 1201 of the above reference contains an exhbit of signatures to an open
letter of Allied Unity Rally, sponsored by National Council of émerican Soviet Friend-
ship, Inc., 232 Madison Avenue, New York City, taken from "Soviet Russia Today", June
1943, page 21 'Among the signers on'this 1list was one . , not fur-
ther identified. i :

. The files of this office contain a photostatic copy of a progrem issued by the
Wartime Conference on Labor Health Security under the auspices of the Health Council
of the American Labor Party, whereon|one

. was listed &s speaker,
]

Page 104 of House Report No. 3’?8 Report on the Commnist Peace Offensive, A
Campaign . to Disarm and Defeat the leliteﬁ States, April 1, 1951, prepared and released
by the House Committee on Un-American Activitiegrreflects a list of sponsors of the
Scientific and Cultural Conference for World "Peace,’ March 25,26, and 27, 1949, New

York City. Among this list was one » not further identified.

The files contain a copy of a photostatic letter, date indicated to be February
1951, under letterhead "China Welfaré Appeal Inc., Friendship Cargo For China", 439
Fourth Avenue, New York 16, New York, The letter contains the listing of the officers
and members of the Medical Advisory Committee of the "China Welfare Appeal®., The name
of is included in the list of the members of the Medical Ad-
visory Committee,

The Daily Worker, June 1, 19L5,! page 7 contains an article captioned, “Let's
Face It" by which reads in part as follows:

"Though circulation of nominating petitions for city council-

manic candidates is still two months off, organization of

the campaign to reelect Manhattan Councilman Benjamin J, Davis,

Jr. Negro Communist leader, is already off to a fast start.

Over 100 prominent New Yorkers from all walks of life » both

Negro and white, have agreéd to act as sponsors of t.kge,\nop—,. -

partisan committee organized on his behalf. Within \th'e ‘next -

few weeks it is expected that this list wildtbe 1selled .to! .. i :
" 4 not be transiarred 10 anv.diti aguiuy . INV. 341 approy

Vs rtm

. o’

200 )
g s T g N sty of the Commission, and it may be recalléd &t ally time.
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RECORD CHECK INFORMATL::)------—- CONTINUATION SHEE._ . - - - PAGE_2

(See introductory statement oni firat page)
Listed as @ co=chairman of the above committee was one

g?:.\Nn cl;{—ﬂ‘%{frl%ﬁ,ngp%ﬁ‘kly newletter published by the American Business Consultants|
Irc., 55 West 42nd St. Hew York City, N.Y., newsletter #18L, dated December 1, 1950,

"Phe China Welfare Appeal, Inc., held 2 conference on Health
and Welfare in China, jon November 18th. Big attraction at
the conference was transcribed message from Madame Sun Yat
Sen, an officizl of tl‘l(’: Chinese Communist Government.

i

"China Welfare Appeal, .an agency of Madame Sun Yat Sen's China
Welfare Institube (controlled by the Red Government) has been
sending 'Friendshiv Cergoes' containing penicillin, sulfa and
other drugs to China, where all 'relief' is politically control-
led. A resolution adoped by the appeals board of directors was
read at the conference, It protested the recently instituted
United States requirement for export licenses for these drugs.
Commerce Department, by refusing licenses to the appeal, can
now prevent it from giving aid to enemies of the United States.”

The New Leader of May 13, 1950, page 7, a weakly publication; states:
1
"Have you met China Welfare Appeal, Inc., 439 Fourth Avenue?

It's the latest CP-line orgenizations with such CP-fronters
as the :

and other familjar faces.

The Washington, D. C. Post of Decenber 9, 1947,

. J the "China Welfare Fund"
is in disfavor with Chinese right wingers because it is extending aid to the Commu-
nists as well as to other Chinese. | ¥
1

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF AMERICAN-SOVIET FRIENDSHIP and
the COM i has been designated by thé Attorney General of the United
States as within the purview of Exeé{l;tive Order 9835. 7 3

?”

ber_194.2.

. <INV
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_- - - PAGE_ 3 ‘

(Sea introductory statement. on fl:r-t page)

The Guijde to Subversive Organizations and Publications, prepared and’ released
by the Committee on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, May 14, 1951,
contains the following information on SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY., AMERICAN LABOR PARTY -and
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL CONFERENCE FOR WORLD PEACE. ;

SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY i .
Cited as a Communist i‘rogt.
(Special Committee on Un-American Activities, Report,
March- ?9, 1944, p. 167; also cited in Report, June 25, 1942,
p. 2L, %D
. Cited:ws 'Communist-front publication.’
(Congressional Comu'!tt.ee' on Un-American Activities, House .
Report No. 1953, on ithe Congress of American Women, April
26,1950 (originally released October 23, 1949,) p..108.)
Among the 'more i«:xportan:t' Communist-front organizations 'for
the sole purpose of carrying on propaganda on behalf of the
Soviet Union.' I
(California Committee on
1948, p. 169.) : : 3
A magazine published by|Friends of the Soviet Union and dis-
tributed by the Communists' Progressive Book Shop in Boston,
Mass. 'The articles ancll pictures in this magazine seek to show
the great benefits and advantages ‘enjoyed by Russian workers,
stressing the theme that Hussia is the only. successful nation
in the world today.' ? : :
(Massachusetts Hous:e Committee on Un-American Activities,
Report, 1938, pp. 281 and 517.)%

",

Un-American Activities, Report,

AMERICAN LABOR PARTY

1
1
'

Ill.

'For years, the C

ormmmi;sts have put forth the greatest efforts

an Labor Party throughout New York

to capture the entire Americ
State. They succeeded lin capturing the Manhattan

sections of the Americdn

and Brooklyn
Lsbor Party but outside of New York

City they have

been undble to win control.'

(Special Committee;on Un-fmerican Activities, Report, March

X 29, 1944, p. 78.)
‘w2, " Among 'organizations that are victims of Communist domination.?
(California Committee on Un-American Activities, Report
1948, pp. 40 and i;],..)"

SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL COWFERENCE FOR WORLD PEACE
W), Cited as a Communist fror vhich 'was actually a supermobiliza-

tion of the inveterate wheelhorses and supporters of the Conrau—-
nist Party and its auwxiliary organizations.'

(Congressional Commit,’r.ee on
of the Scientifie jand Cultur

Un-Americen Activities, Review
21 Conference for World Peace

arranged by the National Council of the Arts, Sciences, and

Professions

and héld in New York City on Harch 25, 26, and 27,

1954, April 26, 1950 (originally re-

1949, House Report No.
and House Report No. 378, on the

leased April 19, 1949)3
! INy-35

ber_ 198l
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(See introductory atatamlent on fxrat page)

H
3 \

Compunist 'Peace g Of;eas:.vb April 25, Lk ks ,original date,
April 1, 1957, o P I X )"

The Daily Worker is the oli‘lc:te.l orgen of the Commnist Party on the Eas t G
Coast.

NBB 12-3-52
FR 12-5-52

mp 12-12-52 / /
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™ RECORD CHECK INFORMATION' *"
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Attention is directed to the fact that the record below is merely & listing of informatién as shown in the Commis-
sion’s files and nd'part of this information should b:e considered tgs identified by the Commission with the person or per--
sons whose name or names were submitted for searching. Further, the mention of an organization hereafter does not

* constitute a characterization by the Commission iof the nature and purpose of such organization. The information
given herein has not been verified by investigation; the Commission, therefore, can make no evaluation of the validity of
the information nor the creditability of the source of information. This information is furnished solely as an aid to
any.investigations or corroborative checks requcst'cd or in process.
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Page 1601 of the Hearings before a Special Committee on Un-American Activities,
78th Congress, 2nd Session, Appendix Part IX, contains an exhibit captioned, "Young
Negro Artists, writers Hold Contest," (taken from Peoples World, October 2, 1944,
page 5) which contains a list of honorary members of the Association of Young Writers,
and Artists, an affiliate of the Southern Negro Youth Congress. Included on this
1ist was one J. SAUNDERS REDDING, not further identified. 1

The SOUTHERN NE'GROI YOUTH CONGRESS ‘Has ‘been designated by the Attorney General of the
United States as within the purviev.'r of Executive Order 9835.
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P Jay Saunders Redding attended this Universlty frem 1923 to. 1924. 2
No derogatory: information was ~developed. He received no - degree . and

’ _ wa.s never ‘suspended., His genera.l -conduct. while attending this Univer- " -
. eity was se.tiefactory and there is no reason. to question his loyalty )
“to the. United States. Mre Redding'e date and" ple.ce of ‘birth are shown o
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- BACKGROUND' INVESTIGATION CASE -

REPORT OF INFORMATIOII FROII EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION

NAME - ; v e IR, DATE OF REPORT o
| e ,.j . .. | December 18, 1952 '
JAY SAUNDERS REDDING . - = BATE Of Bikn)
_ T R TR : : October 13, 1906
POSLTION - ' o - TR . | PLACE OF BIRTH
. Naot shouwn ‘ S - e Wilmington, Delaware
AGENCY - : : CSC SERIAL NO.
: _State Department - ()22, 531647

" The" following is a summary of 1nformat1on secured from the educational 1nstitut10n

indicated. The information is given in substance unless otherwise indicated by quota-‘
tion marks.

NAME -AND TITLE OF OFFICIAL FURNISHING INFORMAT | ON

Cb)(ﬂ) (D)

NAME OF msrnu‘non S ‘ LOCATION

" Brown’ University .. : Providerice, Rhode Islend
SUMMARY OF mromunon ' 5

- - -
oA ) . . .
v

_ Jay Saunders Redding attended this school from 1924 to 1928,

. No derogatory information was developed. He received the Ph. B, -
degree, June 17, 1929 with the class of 1928, and was never sus-.
pended. .His general conduct was satisfactory while attending °
this University, and there is no resason to question his loyalty
to the United States. . Date and place of birth are shown as Octo-
ber 13, 1903 at Wilmington, Delaware.
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Prope™f U.S. Civil Serice o, This report.may
not bb_nsferred to ansitai a;sacy waihout prior approvalgy
of the Commission, and it may be vecalled at any time.
UNITED STATES CIVIL SERVICE COMMISSION :
FOURTH REGION INVESTIGATIONS DIVISION

REPORT OF » INVESTIGATION

JAY SAUNDERS REDDING ° Hampton Institute, Hampton,
1 Virginia
DOB:. October 13, 1906
POB: Wilmington, Delaware
e e POSITION: Not shown
IDATE 04-16~2008 "BY: UC:60324/BAU/STP/c LAl AGENCY: State Department
TYPE OF CASE: Background
CASE SERIAL NO: (1).22.53.1647

Investigated at: Elizabeth, North Carolina, Rampton, Virginia, and Washington,
D.C. > X .

Investigated on; December 18, 19, 22, 1952.

Investigated by: J.W. Ready. |

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS

B
This report covers employment at Elizabeth City State

~Teachers® College, Elizabeth City, North Carolina, from 1938,
to 1943, and at Hampton Institute, Hampton, Virginia, from
1943, to the present; and residences on Campus of the above
two Institutions during this period of time. No derogatory
information developed at either Institution. Police files
show no criminal record. Credit Bureau records at Hampton,
Virginia, favorable. Date and place of birth corroborated
from the subject's personnel folder at Hampton Institute at
Hampton, Virginia. 3

'

THE TESTIMONY OF ALL WITNTL‘SSES IS GIVEN IN SUBSTANCE UNLESS |
; INDICATED BY QUOTATION MARKS

’
1
1,
Al

: 2 ; Elizabeth City State Teachers! College,
Elizabeth City, North Carolina. ;

I have known Jay S. Redding for about ten years both as seacher

and as a friend. When I came to the College Mr. Redding
was the chairman of the English ;Deparfcment 3
I was fascinated by the man's ability to teach and by his very intelligent approach
to problems of all nature. He is one of the most widely read persons that I
have ever met. !

Since Mr. Redding left here in 1943, I have had contact with him intermittently,
and my respect for.the man has grown. He is an excelleut writer and as a matter
. of fact, he won the “Hayflower Award" which is a special award for authors of
“ North Carolina, around 1943 with: his work "No Day of Triumph.® Since that time
he has written several other works and his' reputation as an author has grown
considerably. I 3 3

o

e e e e

During the time that he was on the staff of this Institution, he stayed on the
campus and lived on the first floor of Butler. He is a married man with one or™"
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two children and he is devoted to his family. ‘The only thing that I have ever

heard expressed about this man is his tendency to be very out-spoken. He is

the kind of man who is not capable of being two-faced, and he will ‘'say whatever
» he thinks on a given subject without reservation.

During the time that I have known this man, I have found. his morals, habits and
general character to be beyond reproach. I feel certain that he is a completely
loyal American citizen and that he is the kind of a person that will make an
excellent security risk. During his stay here, he was not at all active in
politics and although I cannot remember any organizations to which he might
have belonged, I feel certain ‘that he would be connected with nothing that would
be considered questionable. I would, without hesitation, recommend this man
for a position of trust in our Federal government as I believe him to be a very
competent and responsible person.

Elizabeth City State Teachers! College,

Elizabeth City, North Carolina.

I

I have known Jay Saunders Redding for about 15 years as a friend and as a co~-
worker and associated. I haven't seen the man for the past twoi.or three years
as he is now up at Hampton, Virginia, and only gets back to visit us upon
occasions. He was on our faculty here at the State Teachers! College from 1938,
‘4o 1943, and at that time, he was the chairman of our English Department.
During this time, I worked very closely with
him. He is a very inteliigent man and one with whom it is a pleasure to worke.

During the time that he was with us, he stayed in the campus quarters that he
had. He lived with his wife and their two children, and he is completely de-
voted to his family. He is the type of man who prefers to travel with a small
circle of friends and does not sociallize very easily. He prefers to be with
those, with whom he has a strong bond of attachment or to be active in his
rating. : 4

I have always found this man's morals, habits, and character to be excellent.
I have never heard a single thing that might reflect on his reputation and I
would say that he is a man of good common sense. I am sure that he is a com-
pletely loyal American citizen and a kind of 2 person that would make a good
security risk. During his stay with us, he engaged in no politics and he was
never associated with any organizations nor ever affiliated with anyone of a
questionable nature. I would c(‘arta:'mly recommend this man for a position of
trust with the Federal government as I believe him to be a man of great integrity
and great ability. ¢

Elizabeth City State .
Teachers' College, Elizabeth Uity, North Carolina. p

T knew Jay S. Redding for about {five years in the
English Department during the time that he was here at the State Teachers!
College. If I recall correctly,| it would be from about 1938, to 1943 and he
was the Chairman of the English Department.

was greatly impressed with his ability to get things done. He employed a
very direct approach to everything. He is a very intelligent man and extremely
well read. During the tame that' I knew him we visited many times and his
wife was always present. -They and their family were living on .the campus during

|
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the time that they were here.'I We both traveled in a small group of friends.
His group consisted of the other members of the Bepartment, the Dean of the
College and a few other people who ‘were interested in the work that we were
doing. When he left here, he !went to the Hampton Institute up in Virginia

and it was definitely a promotion for him. He has done quite a bit of writing
and as a matter of fact one time he won the myayflower Cup" for one of his .
works. This award was presented to him just before he left the. State Teachers!'

College and at that time, he had written five or six more bookse

I would say that this man's morals, habits, and general character are all above
reproach. I have never heard of a single thing that might reflect against

hin. . I have no reason to question at all his complete loyalty to the United A
States and I feel ‘that he would make a good security risk. I believe that he
belonged to a National Honor Society and perhaps a Fraternity but these are

the only organizations to whic'h he might have belonged to, that I can remembere
He associated with people of ggod standing and I feel sure that he would not
be connected with anything or anyone that would be considered questionable or
subversive. I would very definitely recommend this man for a position of trust
in the Federal government. : 3

: X ;  Elizabeth City State Teachers' College,
805 South Avenue, Elizabeth City, South Carolina. . "
- : e
I have known Jay Saunders-Redding for about 11 years as a co-worker and as a
friend. ; in the English Department he was the Chairman
of the Department 7

g I got to know
him very well and he and his family and mine have been very close ever since.

We visit socially frequently. :I would say that he is a very brilliant person.
He writes a great deal and he works very hard when he starts a project. He
won the MMayflower Aware® for work contributed by authors while residents of
the State of North Carolina, either in 1942, or 1943, and he has written quite
a few new works since that time. He, his wife and waon lived on the campus
while they were here. He now lhas two sons and he holds a much better position
up at the HamptonnInstitute in ‘Virginia. :

His morals, habits and general lcharacter are all completely above reproach. I
have never heard anyone say a single thing that might reflect upon his reputa-
tion. I cannot remember any organizations to which he might have belonged, °
outside of the usual professional ones, but he is not a "Mjoiner' by nature,
and I do not believe that he would be a dupe for any subversive organization.
He would not be connected with anything questionable as this is the center of
things that would be -in direct conflict with the ideas that he holds. I would
say that he is completely loyal to the American government and that he is a
solid American citizen. He is the type of a man who would make a good security
riske I would, without hesitation, recommend this man for a position of ‘trust:
with the Federal government. . .

INVESTIGATOR'S NOTE: : i ., was
present at the above interview and gave the same testimony.
Eligabeth City State Teachers!
Department, Elizabeth City, North Carolina. e

I knew Jay Saunders Redding forlabout five years in around 1938, to %L‘jh?‘, as .zl
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1
a co-worker. At that time he was the Chairman of the English Department,
here at the cqllege. worked ° on .such projects as plays,
radio broadcasts,’ and things of this nature. [ must say that is ability to
get things done correctly in a short period of time was outstanding. He is
very talented. He left here to accept a much better positionat Hampton In-
stitute, and all of the board members and students felt that it was'a great
losse 28 ¢ v :

During his stay hewm, I would say that his morals, habits and character were
all excellent. He is a happy married man and he is devoted to his wife and
family, I cannot remember ever having heard a single soul say a single thing
against this man. I do not remember any definite organizations to which he
might have belonged but he was never active in politics and I feel sure that
he would not be connected with anything questionable, I would say that he is
a completely loyal American citizen and I am sure that he would make a good
security risk. I very definitely would recommend this man for a positioh of
trust in the Federal government.
I
Hampton Institute, Hampton, Virginia.

I have known Jay Saunders Redding for eight years as a co-worker. Mr. Redding
came to the University in 1943, as an English teacher :

2 I see from the personnel records which we keep on
all of the members of our board that his date of birth.is shown as October 13,
1906, and his place of birth indicated as Wilmington, Delaware. #r. Redding
shows his home address as 203 East 10th St., Wilmington, Delaware. During the
time that I have known Mr. Redding, our relationship has been both business-
wise and personal, In both theatres of activity, I have found his conduct to"
be completely satisfactory. He is a very talented individual and has a great
intellect. As you probably know, he won the “Mayflower Award" back in 1942, or
1943, and since that time he has written five or six very successful works. He
also has written many articles and essays.

In my opinion, Mr. Redding's morals habits, and character are completely above
reproach. He is honest and has as much integrity as any person that I have ever
known. As you probably know, he has just recently returned from a trip to India
last summer and if my information is correct, it was a special culture mission
for the State Department. He.has also been lecturer sent out, by the American
Friends Service Committee through out the New England States. The purpose of
this program as I understand it, is to send certain teachersvho have a knowledge
of a given subject to different colleges to orient the students to the natures
of a problem and a possible solution.

During the time that I have known thismn, I.have never heard a single thing
which might reflect unfavorably on his reputation. He is not active in politics
and has no knowledge of organizations outside of the usual professional and
fraternal ‘organizations. I know the man personally and have read all
of his.works and I am certain. that™there is-no chance that thismn could embrace

..any ideas contrary to our American way of life. ‘He is a completely loyal

. - American .¢itizen and the-Jkind ‘ofi who. would miake ‘a, good: sgcurity risk.. I

' “would very. definitely Fecomiendlim for a poSition ofitrust with the Federal
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‘He is a gentleman and a scholar in all respects. During the time that I have
known him, we have had frequent social contacts and I am friendly with his

wife and two sons as well as with him. He came from Wilmington, Delaware and
if my memory serves me correctly;, he went to Brown University in Rhode Island,
and I believe also attended Columbia University in New York. Of course he is
an accomplished writer and as you probably know, taught at Elizabeth City, North
Carolin, before comming here. He is a retiring sort of a person and associates
with a small group of close friends here on the campus. I-would say that his
morals, habits and generalcharacter are all excellent.

I believe that he is a member of a major national fraternit.y, but avoids the
meetings and.he is not very active in this field. He is very devoted to his

wife and family and his entire personallty does not include joining any sort

of an organization. I feel certain that he never would be connected with any-
thing considered questionable orjaffiliated with anyone that might embrace

foreign ideologies and I am certain that he is a completely loyal American citizen.
I think that he would make a good security risk and that he would be excellent

for a position of trust, and responslblhty in our Federal government, and I
recommend him as such.

, Hampton Inst.{tute, Hampton,
.Virginia. ~ :

I have known Jay Saunders Redding as a friend and co-worker for the past nine
years. tle joined out board after comming from Elizabeth City State Teachers!
College in North Carolina and he' has always conducted himself .as a gentleman. I
have found him to be a man of great integrity and one who is wmpletely trust-
worthy. - He is married with two sons and is respected by one and ‘all here on the
campus. As you probably know he is a well known author and has written five or
six major works as well as many essays and critical reports for publication.

During the time that I have known this man, I have found that his morals, habits
and character to be completely above reproach. 4As a matter of fact, I have :
never even heard a single thing that might reflect unfavorably on his reputation.

I have no knowledge of any oxjgan?'.zations to which he might belong with the exception
of his fraternity and perhaps a professional organization but I feel certain

that he would not be connected with anything that is considered gquestionable. I
think that he is a completely loyal American citizen and I feel sure that he would
make a good security risk. I would very dei‘lm.tely recomnend him for a position

of trust with the Federal govern'nent.

. Hampton I.nstitu‘te,
Hampton, Virginia. !

3 : |
I have known Jay Reddings for the past 22 years. I first met the man when he -
was teaching-at Moorehead College in Atlanta, Georgia,

I would approximate this to be back in 1929 through 1931. If my in-
formation is correct he taught at several schools before going to Elizabeth State
Teachers® College in the latter part of 1930. He stayed there for about five
years and came here to Hampton in 1943, or verhaps 1944.

our relavionship nas aiways been good with exceptivn
of two minor cemplaints. ! ;

I would say before I list my comi:Laints that thisman is exceptionally well-brained °
- 1 >
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and has a fine mind. He is very able person and gets along well with the,
other members of the staff. The only thing that I can complain @bout is his
tendency tosmcrifice his teaching for his writing and the fact that I'con-
sider him to be overly sensitive and emotional. With the reference to the
former, ; ; : -his allowing student
workers to grade Freshman themes and examinations. This is not the usual
practice : This condition

has since been corrected. The only reason that he did this was to allow himself
more time for his writing. When he becomes absorbed in a piece of writing, he
has a tendency to allow the more menial tasks of his teaching responsibllities
to slip a little. My other critical comment is that he has not reached an
emotional maturity which I would expect from such an intelligent individual.

He is very proud and extremely sensitive and is liable to take offense at a
genéral statement made by someone and feel that it was directed to him personally.
T consider these two complaints which I have made to be of a very minor nature

however.

He is a married man with two sons and extremely devoted to his family. He

. travels in a very small group of friends and I feel sure that his morals, habits

add general character are all above reproach. He is the type of a person who
does not enjoy crowds or .organizations and while I think that he is a member
of a mational society and perhaps a fraternity, he is not active in either and
has never been active in anything of a political nature. He associates with
people of fine reputation and I am sure that he would never affiliate with
anyone who would embrace an ideology, foreign to our way of life. He is a
completely loyal American and I feel sure that he would make a good security
risk. I would, without hesitation, recommend this man for a position of trust

with the Federal governmente.

, Hampton Institute, Hampton,'
Virginia.

I have known Jay Saunders Redding- for three years as a co-worker and as a
associate. ; :

_ He is an extremely able man and very through and complete in his
thinking, writing, and in his way of 1ife. He is meticulous in his dress and
very punctual at all times.-iActually he is a very shy retiring sortd a man
and it took me about six months before we actually became friendly. Even at
this, I have never felt as though I have completely gained his confidence. He
is devoted to his writing and works steadily and painstakingly to produce his

efforts.

He is what Iwould consider to be an introvert insofar as he pre'fers to be alone
with his work or in the company of a small select group of good friends. He

is married with two sons and is a very responsible family man. He doesn't have
much to do with board committees and this sort of thing as he prefers a smaller
group to this sort of thing.

I would say that his morals, 'habits, and character leave nothing to be desired.

I believe that he is a member of very few organizations with the exception of

a national honor society and ione fraternity. He is not at all active in politics
and definitely not the type of a person who could embrace an ideplogy contrary
to the American way of life. I would say that he is a loyal citizen and that

he would be a good security risk. I would definitely recommend this man for a
position of trust in the Federal government.
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Virginia. (Hampton Institutei).

I have known :Jay ‘Saunders Redding for eight or nineyears as a.colleague and
for much longer than this by! reputation. I will say &t the outset that I con-
sider him to be first among-all of my acquaintances and one of gthe finest men
that I have ever known. He is a gentleman and scholar in every.respect. I
personally am very much impréssed with his thoughts and his insight into the
human problems. He is gifted in working with the problems of people. He is
a very able man and of course has writen five or six major works as well as
contributed many articles tovarious publications.

I would say that his morals habits and character are all above Treproach. 1
believe that he belongs to the usual organizations but is not active in any
of these and confers a small circle of friends. . He:is definitely not the
:"joiner" type and I am .certain that he would be all right as I feel that he
is not connected with of the quéstionable organizations. He, as a member of
aminority group, has spoken out against practices in geographical localities:

* in this country but he definitely feels that all hopes for improving these

conditions lies within the Democratic frame work of ‘the government of the .
United States. He is a bitter enemy of those who protest that a different
ideology with this matter would better solve the problems of his race. He is a
responsible individual and would make a good security risk and I would very
definitely recommend him for a position of trust with the Federal government.

I have known Jay S. Redding for the past seven years
as @ friend. : %
: E I was greatly impressed with his intellect
and with his knowledge of theisubject.
Sy I have become socially acquainted with Redding and his
family in the past four or five years. § e

He is extremely nice and a dignified man in every respect. I would say that -
he is a true gentleman and a scholar. He is very interested in his writing
and a very hard worker. He travels in.a small circle of good friends and is
very devoted ‘to his wife and two sons. B :

_ During the time that I have known him, I would say that his morals, habits and

general character leave nothing to be .desired. I have never heard a single
thing said by anyone that might reflect unfavorably upon his reputation. I -
believe that he is‘a member of a national honor society and perhaps a fraternity

~but he is definitely not active in these. ‘He doesn't seem to care to take part
in group activities. I would say that he is a completely loyal American citizen

and woiild riot be connected with any questionable .organizations or gromps. I
think that he would make a good security risk and I would definitely recommend
him" for a position of trust in our Federal government.
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I have known Jay Saunders Redding for the past.’J.2. yeéars as,a friend and

* co-worker. he yas teaching

Elizabeth City State Teachers' (College in Elizabeth City, North Caroli
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that time he was .giving a series of talks at sevpral colleges
I have developed a

Iri(-..ﬁ»%.s.up with the man.

.‘ on'atext ‘book-and’ I must ‘say that hé did'a very
good job. This is nqt the kind -of writing for which he has become famous, but
he had a contract offered to him by a‘mawr publishing ‘house .

Although his major field is creative writing, and essays, he worked very hard
to complete book on Rhetor:.c Readings, and Exercises.

During the time that I have lmom this man I have never had the smallest reason

t'o question his morals, habits or general character. As a matter of fact, I

have never heard anyone say a single thing that might reflect on his reputation,
he is a married man with two .sons and he is devoted to his family. I have no
knowledge of any organizations to which he might belong but feelsure that he
associates with only the higher class of people and feel equally sure that he
would not be connected with @nything or :anyone ‘considered questionable. . I

have no doubt whatsoever as to his complete loyalty to the United States govern-
ment and I feel sure that he’would make a good security riske ' I 'very definitely
would recommend im for a position of trust with the Federal government.

Credit Records

Cred:.t. Bureau, . Ellzabeth City, North Carolma ’

" advised that all of the records which had been kept by the Bureau up through

January 1, 1947 were destroyed.

stated 2ad no record on anyone who might have lived in
Elizabeth City, North Carolina prior to January 1, 1947.

Retail Merchants?! Association, Hampton, Virginia, checked
file on the subgect and stated. that he had been in Hampton, Virginia, since
1943, and that he was married; and had two children. He had several accounts in
Hampton, Virginia and these had all been evaluated as between Satisfactory and
Very:Satisfactory. There was1 a notation by the Citizens! National Bank that
the subject was considered to' have ‘a ‘very satisfactory dep051t account.

Police and ‘Sheriff Records

] El:.za.beth City Police Department, Elizabeth City,
.vaorttharollna, checked ‘the: Itlienuflcatlon Bureaus fnles and subject has no
Tecords’ o s .

partment " Hampton > ,Virgmla >

d: that sthe subject ’
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