waldwin is radio’s civil

ond ABC documentary, The Ber-
ory, far from being an objective
_nation of conditions in occupied

Geimany, was frankly an advertising -

plug for the Berlin airlift, and General
‘Lucius Clay lost no time in ordering
transcripts for use in the Army’s educa-
tion program in Germany. _
Red-baiting in radio is not confined
to news or documentaries. It ¢rops up

,on comedy shows, in children’s programs, -

and, of course, forums. In fact, it is
not exaggeration to say that today the
yadio forum would collapse as a forum
if it did not rest on the base of red-
baiting. . y

A culture such as this is designed to
paralyze the American.people by sub-

stituting dogma for thought, prejudicé -

for reason, and by instilling the danger-
ous myth that the interests of American
werkers coincide with the interests of
Wall Street.
for Wall Street, add Trniman’s Anti-
Communist Axis, and you have Hitler’s
ideological program in its basic aspects.

SPORTS

The only cultural field in which radio
may be said to do a respectable job-is
the field of sports. Monopoly has al-
ready marked out sports as a special
province where democracy goes on dis-
play. The more democracy in the show
window, the less inside the store—and
nothing in_the show.window. may be
purchased by the general public.

Thus, Negroes break down the bar-
riers in baseball, basketball, football and
other sports. Monopoly newspapers and
radio welcome the advance—and advance
it is. Having been pressured by a demo-
cratic public into these concessions,
monopoly is now using them as a screen
behind which to- hide the increasing
repression of the Negro people in indus-
‘try, in the courts, and in general social
life. Sports announcers, some of whom
are doubtless sincere champions of the
Negro, are quick to recount the exploits
of a Larry Doby, but-the networks main-

Substitute German cartels -

tain a grim silence (with one or two
honorable exceptions) on the case of
the Trenton Six.

A Negro on the air may be an instru-

mental performer- or a singer, but whgnﬂ
he speaks he is expected to . caricature

his people or look elsewhere for em-
ployment. The radio’s treatment of the
Negro is, as a matter of fact, not one
whit better than German fascism’s treat-
ment of the Jews. Radio goes to brutal
excesses that even Hollywood would
hesitate to attempt. Shows such as.
“Amos 'n’. Andy” and “Beulah” are crimi-
nal. ~ No other word describes them.
They practically force Jimcrow concepts
on young and old alike. 2

A recent issue of the Saturday Re-
view of 'Literature contained a discussion
of literary attacks on minorities. The
discussion inspired many letters, one of
which read:

“. « . How easy to sit comfortable and ’
safe among the secure majority and ad-:
vise the Jews and the Negroes not to |
be ‘touchy,’ not to be ‘humorless.” When
a Negro Phi Beta Kappa is denied a'
job as a stenographer by an office man-!

- ager whose ideas on Negro intelligence,

.honesty "and efficiency have all been:
formed by the comics, the movies, and:
the radio, should this college graduatoz
go home and enjoy a good laugh ati
Amos 'n’ Andy?” _ i

-The -writer makes one error. These;
radio programs caricature and insult not*

“only the Negro Phi Beta Kappa, but the

Negro worker, the Negro farmer, the

. Negro child—the entire Negro people. -

Amos 'n’ Andy, Beulah, and 'a TV
“minstrel” show in blackface, are among
the prime offenders. On another level,
Rochester in the Jack Benny show is a
caricature which again presents the
Negro -as someone apart from American
life, quaint or amusing, but not to be

_taken seriously. , :

The ‘treatment of the Jews and the

Italian is the.same in essence,- though

not, of course, as virulent. Fred Allen
and Jack Benny use the dialect com-
edian. By and large, vhe Jew and Italian
speak with comic accents, intonatwns,

‘or not at all.

© politician.

,.Q“g Ty~ . .
‘Churchill is not only radio’s favorite,
He is also radio’s fa\\ronte

race theorist. -

 WHERE ARE THE

™
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PROGRESSIVES?

. ok o7 - t‘

. One progressive broadcasts on a net

\vork—AIi'dm%i: Gaeth on WJZ-ABC. His
time is paid for by U.E. The few others
who once had radio time have long
since -been driven to smaller stations,
‘or off the air. - Today no corporation
s interested in’ sponsoring 2 progressive
.—’bféa:fg:ﬂ; and progress is certainly not
onopdly’s idea of public service. Con-
‘sequently, the voices’ of objective com-
meptators come to-us over smaller sta-

Iﬁons-]'." Raymond ‘Walsh on "WMCA,
“oBpnnes Steel a_rlldIWilham S. Gailmor
“on WLIB. _Similarly,
"’;305181':(1 in which a. Negro‘ser.ved‘as a
 sporiscaster was the ]aclue,v Robinse'g
.show on WCMA. : : e -
In entertainment and even 2Qrums,

* gmall. stations such WNEV7 often
give

~elaborate.

_Perhaps
rof the radio set-up has been the corrup-

tion of writers, artists, and directors who!
. pow. lend their services t0 outright

ly programs under the slogans -
<5 have yto_p dg'r what the boss wants.” . -

Corruption remains corruption, no mat-" -

- “Y have

ter what slogan it carries. When monop-
oly can buy fewe;I brains, progress
be alot better off. - .

why the

It is difficult to explain
pub_licl has been so silent in the: face of

io barrage against American cul-
kg - g-Prog:ressives have
won some Vig-
fought for and
for and against the press.

tural standards. ;
fought Hollywood and
‘tories.  They have
against books,

more imaginative and “bettes
; rounded shows, even if not as techmcally5

the .only. straight -

!

/

f
!

"

By
the most dangerous aspecy” .

b

v
&
b

X
S

Have they given radio up as & bad job?

If so, it is a serious mistake..

" .Radio’s- financial strength"as an ad- -

vertising medium is

also . its  weakness.

When culture is used to. sell, a mass .
protest which indicates that programs -
.alienate rather than attract an audience, ..

will  have its effect..

Don't complam

about radio. Do something about it. -

This\is a c{ipping from
of the

Date
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Around the Dial:

By Bol,)’I_.auter

AFTER THE PUBLICATION
of the two articles I wrote on the
progressive in radio, I heard con-
siderable discussion, both pro and
con, on the ideas set forth. The
articles were not, I realize, com-
plete,. and they left many ques-
tions unanswered. The answers to
some of these can come only from
|a ruthless discussion of the prob-
lems, a discussion which must in-
'volve those directly concerned. -
I Three specific. questions or
criticism arose which I would like
to discuss. *The first, briefly, is
where do progressives draw the
‘line? In other words, if a progres-
sive can not write or direct or
produce an anti-working class pro-
gram, can a musician play in the
acdompanying - orchestra? Can a
sound technician participate in the
program?
" ¥n my own mind, there is an

ALL TNFORMATTOH g T4 INED
HEREIN I3 m-n:rfn:—;st’ 1E
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“More on' Progressives

answer to this question. Certainly
the progressive, or Communist,
musician or sound technician will
do everything in his power to
avoid participation in such a .pro-
gram, and he will make personal
sacrifices to avoid such participa-
tion. Yet he is not in the same

rector, the producer.- It would
seem to me that one fundamental
principle can be followed as a
guide to the worker in intellectual
fields: no one who calls himself
a progressive can make an ideolog-
ical contribution to capital’s cam-
paign ]agairl'xst'tlie working class and
its political. party. :

The exc'uselgat “if T don't do
it, someone else will,” is false.
The intellectual makes a personal,
individual contribution that no
other individual will duplicaté in
the same manner. He is con-
tributing his ‘personal _talents to
the capitalist class.

"And in the end, the progressive
who sells his talents in such a
'fashion, inevitably .degenerates
both as an individual -and as an
artist. The bourgeoisie is desper-
ately in need of ideologists. It will
be a great victory for them if they
can buy their ideologists from the
ranks of so-called progressives.

THE SECOND QUESTION
takes this form: Shall progressives
tand Communists in these fields
yabandon the industry to the reac-

‘tionaries?

category as- the” writer, the di-|try.

—~—

84
in Radio
in Radio,

Abandon itP By participating
in programs which are anti-Com-
munist; anti-Negro, ~pro-imperial-
ist, programs which teach class
collaboration and - propagandize.
for an imperialist foreign policy,

progressives are strengthening the
hold of reactionaries on the indus-

‘In the name of progressive trade
unionism in the field of radio di-
recting, writing, acting, etc., we:
are asked to ignore activities which
sabotage union organization in
steel, in coal, and in America’s
basic industries! And progressives
.can win no important victories in
such a highly monopolized ideo-
logical field without having be-
hind them the material base of a
strong, ‘militant American . labor
movement!
L ] L ] *

THE THIRD CRITICISM
which I would like to answer
briefly is that what 1 wrote was
“correct in. principle but wasn't
realistic.” . ‘

I can only say of this that it
may represent a certain type ¢f .
broad progressive thinking, but
certainly not Communist, Marxist
thinking. There .is no such thing
as a principle which is corrett
but unreal. Either the principle is

wrong, or the critics have a dis-

torted view of reality.

This is a clipping from
Page /7 of .the
Daily Worker

pu
Date T 4 X :
Clipped at the Seat of\

r '

| 00, ﬂ I'Q )f ;4_,,
INDEXED - 5 'éﬁ—REOOﬂﬁ%

‘ 45 JUL 5 048

o 8L R

k.

e

2 0JUL8 1019w




! \"/ f T
" Y / / : \ l
.
/ \S'j / / ‘.,J f
3 H ! [
S— —

Around the Dial:

By Bob Lauter

'agencies with a series of tran-
scribed programs, scheduled to be-
gin around June 1, called] Ameri-
cans, Speak Up From the looks of
the material, this outfit is a front

dk;’\‘ for the NAM. Recognizing that
3 the American radio audience does
L not accept propaganda with an
=y ‘NAM label, America’s Future, Inc.,
=y, now peddles it under a different
N name. : .
N A glance at the Trustees o

-

4

America’s Futire, Inc., reveals the
names of Frank EX Gapnet (Gan-
_Inet press), Gen. R.'f EAWood (the
Chicago America Firster), E. F.
Hutton, the Wall Street stock
broker, and others who feel at
home in_this company. :

THE OUTFIT is careful to note
that companies which buy these
programs can list their expense as
itax-deductible up to five percent
o¥ net income. '

NAM Propaganda Pedd
Radio Under a New Name

" pany the advertising matter. They

e By calledO%_'_TAmer;ca’s ranswers with Bill Slater acting as
Futurg, Inc., is now cogitacting a wers with bill in

Two copies of programs accom-|

~

led on .

over the dictatorial police states.”

The content of the two pro-
grams sent out proves that by “Iree .
way of life” the speakers refer to
the NAM way of life, while “dic-
tatorial police states” represent the
Soviet Union. - 5

The speakers listed for the. series

re. almost exclusively NAM in-
|| dustrialists. The few exceptioy;
this rank-in the first World War,|include Hollywood’s Ginger Rogers
he served in a civilian capacitv in land Robert Montgomery. '
the second, and there is no_indica-* =
tion that he is -a reservist). The
second program features-the opin-
ions ‘of Cecil Palmer of England.

“In both these programs, England
is held forth as a horrible example
of socialism in action!. A sample
exchange of dialog:

Palmer: And they (Britain’s “so-
cialist” - government) frankly say
that if they.can take over steel,
they will have broken the back of
;{rivate enterprise in Britain.

Slater: Can Englishmen
with broken backs?

are in the form of questions and

stooge to various industrialists and
corporation heads. One of these
programs presents ‘the opinions of
Major Benjamin H. Namm of
Namm’s Department , Store in|
Brooklyn. (The title “major” is not
explained. Although Namm .held

Ty

AL INFORMATION Gon,
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capitalism cannot live that way.
The Socialists and Communists
know this all too well. Our Social-|.
ist Prime Minister baldly said: "We
have to take the strong points of |
the Russian system and apply them
to this country.’

Slater: Americans, listen to that
The Russian system in Britainl ...

L o o
THIS .ARRANT NONSENSE
reaches its climax with the contest “@ §%e
announced at the end of ‘each \ ,
program. Americans are invited to - 1
speak up by writing “a letter ofa_\:\.

ififty words or fewer on your fa-

live

0
- 2457

" 4 p

53 UL 5 1948

This is-a-¢lipping=—feen

are instructed to write “on the ad-
|van’tages of our free way gf_.‘ligei :

vorite subject concerning the wel- Page - /,/ of the
fare of our country.” This sounds : Daily Worker ‘
like a candid invitation until you

read further, and discover that you Date S f,L 7

Clipped at the Seat Of
Goveynment.
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Letter from the@llzidio\ lmlust;:yf

By Bob Lauter P ’\‘\ This is'not a matter of defending
AN

ER h I m re- ) E - icﬂ") bad ladlo ShOW- In
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] every case their broadcast must be
{)rli]nting is _0:3 'of r::;::;zi Z;h;ﬁl; fought by every available means,
‘have received in

1 YeSpOns ! from the outside as well as by the
articles 0[;1 the progressive in radio: employees. An “either-or” position,
Dear Bob:

such as yours seemed to me to
Your articles on the problems of | ° be, acts merely as an invitation to
progressives who work’ in' radio the chopping-block. The working-
were thought-provokingeand over- class needs friends and allies
due. To the extent that they posed everywhere, ‘especially in the mass
the problem, they were fine, but " lcommunication field, and those pro-
they offered little that the working gressives working in it require _
progressive in radio could use as criticism and outside progressive +
a guide for the future. As always, support which will help them im-
his choice would still seem to re- {prove their contributions, rather
main, “Shall 1 do this thing I hate than arbitrary and superficial direc-
to do, or shall I refuse to do it tiofis which add up to “either win
and get fired?” (I limit this to

every battle or turn in your uni-
) ; ) »
salaried employees.  Free-lance > |form.”

writers, actors and directors present Sincerely,
another facet of the problem.) . . M. M.
To be fired for “insubordination ° ® .

or some such phrase means, in ef-
fect, blacklisting. And for pro-
gressives, the question is not sim-
ply the matter of a job (in itself,

THIS LETTER raises some ims=
portant point which I should like
to discuss in a future column. In
the meantime, I would like to say

however, no small thing); more
than that, it is the question of
remaining in the industry, and
fighting for one’s ideas in ‘it
through one’s political and cultural

dividual’s use to the working-class,
comparable to the loss of an im-
portant battle in a war.. But war
is many battles; and progressive,
working as salaried radio employ-

that I wrote the article not with

the intent of .giving directions,
. 1 " .

superficial' or otherwise, but of

opening a discussion on the general
subject. I would appreciate further ',»
expressions of opinion from our "
readers since this general svbject
is one of vital interest in all the
cultural fields, and not radio alone.

strength. To be forced into writing
'ior. directing a politically degrading
'program, a program harmful to
_thre working-class, must be consid-

ered a calculated risking of the in-

ces, have shown many times in the
past that they have been able to
win substantial victories as projec-
tors of the peoples’ dreams and
demands.

/‘}/ UWI
z
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Last Monday the Daily’ Worker
published in this column a letter
whch discussed and. criticized some
aspects of the articles I wrote on

the progressive and the Commu-| "

nist in the radio industry. I Xgrec
with the writer that the articles
were too negative in that “they
offered little Slat the working pro-

gressive in radio could use as a| °

guide for the future.”- . - .

Yet there are other-idéas in that
letter with which I'can not agree.
The first is, that to avoid the
blacklist the question for the Com-
‘munist or progressive: “is not sim-
ply the mattegof a job (in itself,
however, no®small thing); more
than that, it is the question of re-
maning in the industry, and fight-
ing-for one’s ideas in it through
one’s political and cultural
strength:” ’ :

This, to me, is true only to the
point where the question is: shall
I-or shalt I'not gngage in ant-
working class” activity? We have
an example, the courageous exami-

ple of the Hollywood Ten. These|
‘en screen writers could havel:

Yurged ‘themselves and toadied ;o
the un-American Committee. In-
stéad, they chose to stick by their

|guns and risk the blacklist. It
'turned out to be a ‘veryserious
risk indeed, but by their very ac-

tions and the fight they put up,

they made a- great contribution to|

the American working class. -
° o e

My second disagreement is with
the sentence, “To be forced into
writing ¢r directing a politically
degrading program, a . program
harmful to tﬁe working-class, must
be considered a calculated risking
of the individual’s use to the woik-
ing-class, comparable to the loss of
an important battle in a war. But
war is many battles; and progres-
sives, working as salaried radio
employees, have shown many
times in the past that they have

tories as projectors of the peoples’
dreams and demands.”

Are we to consider as a “cal-
culated risk,” national network
programs which poison the minds
of the American people against
‘Communists, against Negroes, or

been able to win substantial vic-|
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HEREIN NCLASSIFIED

2007 BY 60324 AUC BAW/STR/CLA

DATE 0%-

Yes, “war is many ‘battles.” But
the working class fights all these
battles on_its own side—not half
on the side of capitalism, and half
on the side of socialism. Such
programs as the writer refers to do
not represent battles lost by pro-
gressives. They represent battles

= 1,2,//_-,Answer to a Letter =
By Bob Lauter ' | 4 .

There is a bias in this letter
favor of workers in the industyy,
which is quite natural, but it ledds
to strange conclusions, such as

“the working-class needs friends
and allies everywhere, especially -
lin the mass communication field.

. ..” (My empbhasis). Why does the
working-class need friends “espe-
cially” in" the mass communications

- | field? (The “special” allies of the

American working class must, in
fact, be the Negro people and the
small farmers). Is this formulation
to justify “special” modes of con-
duct which will be permitted cul-
tural workers in this field, but de-
pied trade unionists in industry?
I am in favor of abandoning no
field to the bourgeoisie if tle
working class and its allies can
use it to further their own cause.
But I also remember Mao 7Tse
Tung’s .declaration that in all of
China, -Chiang Kai-shek was un-
able to get the services of one
woodcut artist to produce propa-
ganda for the Nationalist' Govern-
ment! . ’

won by progressives—for capital!

INDEXED = 77 [/OT
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programs which offer the lesson
of class-collaboration as the solu-,
tion of all our ills? The working'
class does not have the luxury <

fany such “calculated risks.” ¥
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. _h the money to spend on na-
tiofal radio time, hopes to cie-
ate public demand; by propa-
ganda, for something. the public

doesn’t want at all. 5

° *

A

._.,Around the Dial: --

WHAT THE
PUBLIC

/
.

| PERHAPS THE greatest
.crime-of the present system-of

WANTS
broadcasting is. that it denies .to.

By BOB LAUTER +the - piblic ‘the’ vast. democratic
THE STOGAN, “We are pre- :Social. possibilities - of “radio. :It

senting what the public wants,” = = a medium, which. can advance
is the standard justification for .-

évery phase-of cultural and-ed-
the cultural and artistic levels

‘permitted ‘to do"so.. The. Hooper

ucational activity, ‘but it"is not
of all mass media such as the

|is a great democratic mass medi- ;-

um because it accedes  to the

wishes of the majority of thef

audience by reducing- the’ con-
tent of its programs to the com-
mon denominator of what the
|, ‘average listener likes. i
 The-idea is, however, an il-
lusion. By the same logic, the

~most democratic way to manu-,

" facture men’s suits would be to

- make them all to fit a man five'

feet eight inches tall, weighing!

one hundred sixty five pounds,

because: he is the average man.
. M .

THE PREMISE that radio
gives the public what it wants
is false from the very beginning.
It leaves out one vital factor.
The public has expressed pref-
erence, yes. But what has radio
given the public to choose from?
The choice has had to be made
on the basis of what the net-
works have offered, not on the
basis of what the public might

_rating and. the slogan of “what
‘the. public. wants” stand in_the’
way.. - ISPV
-For instance, there are thou-
sands of physicists, in“the Unit~
ed States, students, - teachers,
professionals. Undoubtedly there
have :been onventions of physi-
cists at which important papers
have been read. Such a conven-~
tion would never be broadcast
because the public , at large
would not understand the pro-
ceedings. But is it “democratic”
to-deny radio-to scientists (un~
less it is for popularizations)-be-
cause a physicists’ ‘convention
‘won't sell soap? L
Similarly, a truly: democratic.
radio would 'mean that the-trade
unions™could "use  the air waves
to help in organizing drives’ by
speaking directly to workers in-
volved, whereas today it is used
primarily. to help the corpora-
tions broadcast anti-union prop-
aganda.. - - ' e
“What- the public wants” i
not 'a' common denominator
what is acceptable;- not a suit
for the ve-foot-eight ‘inch mai,
but a recognition that the:pub-
lio interest is' madé up of a sum
of many different and special in-
tereiis, Yo i b

movies and radio. If you can
believe the claim that radio
gives the public what it wants,
you can also believe that radio

N.AM. propaganda, on

This is a clipping from
/

Chamber of Commerce ' pro-
grams, on the time allotted to

commentators, . and on other Page Joe . Of the
corporation programs, is com-

monplace ‘on the air. Is "this . THE AORKER
“what the public wants?" Or 'is ’}

l\;/hat the lgANtih wgnlts tl;e pub= &\9‘ Date - 22.¢7

ic to hear? In the field of “pure : . = .
entertainment,” public response do Clipped at the Seat of
"to an advertisers program has //5 Governmen :

1.some effect. But in miany other.
cases, the public “has. to hear
what corporations want it to list-
_e.g., fo,'. 'I[!' th“s, ‘L’?Yr.:'f!‘ongpf?!‘/_.,
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'Around the le°

hshed in’this column:,

Refemng to a letter signed
‘M.M.” in your column of the May
18 issué of the Daily. Worker, 1
think -that very serious issues have

gresswes and' Communists. who
elieve that their cultural exist-
ence can be justified by the intro-
duction into a- movie eor radio
drama or newspaper article of one
sentence with a progressive idea.

that in a large mass of pure bour-
genis cultural  propaganda, only
the truth of their one idea will be
seen and grasped by ‘the millions.
who read or hear it. For example,
a writer may admit that a certain
moving picture is degrading to
American women, but will point
\to_a sentence s?oken by one char-
acter and say, ‘See, this’ helps the
fight against anh—Semmsm ‘or

_“Now, I submit that for pro
gressives -and Communists this is

been raised. There are many pro-|
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and thoughtful ‘cultural workers
in every field, and we must fight
with all our power the intensified
drive on the part of the bourgeoi-
sie to win the minds of the people.

“And it does mean that individ-
ual progressive and Communist
cultural workers must honest]y‘
analyze their own work in terms
of their own consciences and their
own understanding of world con-
ditions - in general, and specific

In other words, these persons feellconditions in America today, What

is the overall effect of what they
have produced? Will it contribute

to the advancement of the strug-
gle against war and fascism? lel

NOT RECORDED

something like that, = .’ lerEXED 7 1/ ﬁ 0 _.Qi

nonsense. Worse, it is ‘rationaliza-!
tion and hypocrisy. 'It is an at-
tempt to justify the desire to re-
tain a highly paid salaried job in

working class. Rubbish. To’ such
persons, I say, “You are' dishonest.
You are assisting and abetting the
enemies of the working class and
are trying to-find alibis for your-

47 L 12 1949
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‘g;»’
Progressives in Radw, ’
v Anotsher Letter

A reader has sent ‘in the follow-|We muist by every means- avail-
ing replyto a- letter recently pub-|able try to win to.our side honest

it help people to ‘understand the
terrible ‘dangers they" face "and
will it serve to help unite them?
These questions and many more
should be asked by each indivi'd-
ual of himself, and he must an-
swer honestly or face the judg-
ment of the people.
Comradely,
Fred M.

Ted Ovéﬁhackrey, presxdent
editor and’ ‘publisher of New_York-
City’s newest newspaper, = The
Daily Compass, will. be inter-
viewed on Meet the Press,. to-
day, May 25 (10:00 p.m. when

the program is telecast on tho,

NBC- TV network

40 523-A

terms . of being an ally of the
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The*Feople’s Choice, CBS’ am-

bitious hour-long documentary
written by Peter%¥on and star-

: 3
ring Ralph: BeHamy, traced the be-
ginnings/o?tﬂ career of a {resh-

-Randolph was a man who took
up politics to help his Jaw prac-
tice. He was persuaded to run
for Congress, and a handful of
machine voters made him the can-
didate-in the primaries. Randolph
was sincere, honest, with a sense
of responsibility to his constituents.
He wanted Taft.-Hartley repealed.
He wanted national housing. He
wanted a civil rights program.

The documentary-then takes us
to Washington where Randolph ex-
\periences the usual attempts to
horsetrade.  The landlord lobby
gets after him, and wealthy peo-
ple from his district -call to ur%e
him not to voté for rent controls.
Andred Randolph discovers that
there are 2,000 E)bbyists registered
in ‘Washington—four for each Con-
gressman. )

When Randolph lands on a non-
controversial committee, his party
boss is glad. It means Randolph
rwon’t have to commit himself on
lanything that is impcvtant.

Overcome by these pressures
and his feeling of inadequacy, Ran-

man Congressman, AHM care and understand. - ,
dolph.- " o| The documentary ends. with

e e e
the Dial
dolph finally tells his wife that lie

term run out, and then leave poli-
tics. A stranger talks him into re-|
maining because Congress needs
|good men who will make people

Randolph dictating a speech he is
to deliver before a civic club in
his home district. In his speech
he declares that “the people get
the politicians they deserve.” HeH.
ends with an appeal for a greater
participation of people in elections
and in political parties. |

The documentary offered a con-
vincing picture of the organization
of politics in Washington—the or-|
ganization of special ‘interests as|
opposed to the “interests of the|
mass of the voters. . .

The most important failing in
this generally , informative ‘and
well-paced documentary, was its|
identification of Andrew Randolph
with the “fair deal,” and therefore
with the Pruman program. - Our
villains, therefore, are the Repub-
licans, and our heroes the Truman
Democrats

Andrew’s conclusion—that “peo-
ple get the politicians they de-

to the point is that people do not[
get the platform for which theyi
fl‘

voted. '

ED

is going to quit worrying, let his|"

serve —is also false. What is mord®,
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on Soviet

Spying "
Expected

By United Press

Judith ‘Copl'dfn s law

Reports

.~ ‘connected with c‘,mmunmPll'W- b

s ‘read: in f(.’dl’“"?.' 'tmrh,meen
to right:* Alvah ‘;l-k" wctor:

‘Among- persons’nammed. in FBI report

{actor; Ruth McKinney, writer Iild'
ston _Unitversity R

Florence N ; o

Eldridge;
2 e b
i WBL ;

&

-nlaneaft= Ak P e por
that -already " h a'v:e, produ
Commuor:)igtfchargés ik
Hollyw igures; .. T

DZfetiée-,_Attli ey. “Afchibald
Palmer- was- tocontinie’reading
the reports. to. the jury- hearing’
the spy trial. There were indi-
cations that the new FBI-data
would deal largely with . Russian’

espiopage:— L
—Notations based on these renorts
were found in Miss Coplon’s purse
when she was arrested on March 4

‘in New York. e, pai
One report, which Mr. Palmer
read to thg jury yesterday; disclosed
that in 1947 an FBI informant ac-
cused the lollovéing 3C§0{§ and

iers of being' Communists: .

Wll~’£rederic Marégh, Edward G. Robin-
son, Paul Robeson, Dorothy Parker,
Donald Ogden Stewart, Ruth-McKin-
ney, Albert Maltz, Alvah Bessie,
Dalton Trumbo, Millen” Brand=an
Michael Blankfort. " -

‘APPALLED’

o /—A travelers connected with the
4 ) - tion
ofl J“ﬂ}: stitiice mocratic-Education,
cul?g FPUNY Wil s M ROPESOILE TS 7he ~ioe for Democrat]

Inst
nc.,
erysaid..ghe.| civy,-#longwith . Dan| S
y d” by the.accusatio,::e "b’r’e%ﬁ:m 0] n_ University, |
She said she doesn’t _even ‘“‘urdar. | Clyde Ry er, a professor in the
stand what a Communist=tront—or- rs’ College at Columbia .Uni-
ganization is.” s

was’ “appalled”

At Bryn Mawr, Pa, Mr. Ma
said the charge against him is-
most absurd thing I've
heard of.”

Screen writers Maltz, Bessi and
Trumbe, thru their attorney, falled
the report “unconstitutional.”

* three were among the 10 “un
ly" witnesses cited for contemht by
Acti

questions. . —

Mr. Brand, a script writer for the
movie, “The Snake Pit,” said at his
Barto, Pa., home: “I sure am in dis-
tinguished company, -but I don't
know why my name was mentioned.

{ am not and never was a member |

' the Communist Party.” o
It was emphasized the report did
ot represent any final® FBI con-
lusion on these individuals. *The
locument was merely a summary,of.
llegations to’ the FBL by “its con-

a

- | special ‘broadcast for CBS ‘to be

Pittsburgh,~ was-.reached "by . tele-

¢ rt ‘prepared by ‘Agent Robert A, ¥
'I:-‘eg?xk(})t New York on Actor March,.(

Some “offthe. data pvlli e‘tihg H’%gz-
wood figures ‘was_supplied by .
‘\t}denuél informant "'ND-"402.*" It

aid “informant " told -two’ FBI
sz?nt;h?hdt “*“Lionel Berman,:head|
‘of the cultural committee/of: the|§
Communist Party, has been:success-
ful -in using well-known" Hol]ywopd,.
‘personalities to-further Communist
arty - aims; Fredric March. being
one of-the persons who~cume-undgr
his influence.” R
WIFE, TOO - . AR
“The informant. then named Mr.
March . and’ the'other 10 -ds Com-

. “Also,listed were former California
Atty. General Robert W. Kenny, for-
mer” Lieut:!. Gov. and- Congressman-
‘Ellis E. Patterson, former Vice Pres-
-ident Henry A. Wallace, Rep. Beleq
Gahagan Douglas (D., -Calif.); Dr:
Harlow Shapley 'and Writers Thom-
-as ‘Mann, Pearl S. Buck, Dorothy
Parker, .Clifford ‘Odets. and Lillian
Hellman, 3 *. s

The -teport accused them of -at-
tacking Itu;uz Tenney 'Committee
“without -once directly - challengm%
a single finding of the -committee:

Crooner Sinatra countered that
“this. unfair and unjustified attack
et A e Ical  Foud *reason’
to be critical of the Tenney .Com-

ee .

ists. B C Lt
muMn;s March’s wife, Florence Eld
ridge ‘March, was" mentioned fre-
quently ‘thruout. the. report and w‘:ts-
'sald. to: be active in. Communist:
tS.. (30w .
{FoTr;fe;;x;v.Ljoe; also*contdined the fol.
¢ aragraph:., " ) 4
]P“.‘"Cr:)slt?dential ‘informant T8 ad-
vised in December; 1947, that Fred-
ric March’ and Canada Lee were
two outstanding Communist Party

A ihey don’t cut it out I'll show
oW much -an ‘American can
ck, even. against the state

i Norman Corwin of the| fi
o e |American happens to be

Columbia Broadcastgxg's Systlgmi"

"™(In’ New. York, S sal n alrig
statement that “Norman=kSorwin|  “And }
has “not been: on Tenney.

the Columbia L )
Broadcasting System staff for more Other fcomments:" - e
- Gregory” Peck: “I have béen de.

than-a year. However, he has re-
cently been engaged to prepare a nying these allegations for several
yeal’s/gnd will do so once more. I
am_fiot now and never have . been
a iated with- any. Communist or-
anization or supporters of Com-
- | munism.” . .

I'm right—not “lett, Mr.

a

heard July 10. We ‘do not believe
thatNorman ‘Corwin' s ‘a ‘Commu-
nist”or a fellow. traveler.”)

Mr: Miller, identified as a Col
a University professor, co

{ not | * Robert W. Kenny: “Apparently
bé' ed for comm e uni- | py. Tenney. thinks it is un-Ameri-
versity er was only a

can for anyone to run against him
. ..+ I am going to try to unseat
him’ at the next election.”
Gene Kelly:. “I don’t_know what
Mr., Tenney’s talking* about."I am
not a. Communist, never was, and
have no-: sympathy .with ' Commu:/
nist. activities.”;y ., " ie o T

part-time. instructor.and he left the
university in July, 1948; :
President Marsh of Boston Uni-
versity said a charge he is a Com-
munist - Party fellow traveler is
“idiotic and fantastic.” Mr. ‘Marsh,
a former - Methodist' -minister., in

Di r Johi on; winner
phone ‘at Philadelphia- where ‘he" is [tyq T Aroneion® Huston, winner, of

] : i € o2 [two " Academy awards;  this:; yea
idential informants. . " attending armeeting of the board of challenged M:}f Te-::é";‘f{.s‘r,fiae¥§?,’y'
UPROAR ——~- . v eSbyterian. ministers fund for life| ¢ i €. hifn<: .
ourtroom was in an uproar g atz|  “I-have no connection’. with -any |. i ”_sldq_'ﬂ_)g_.prpg'gcﬂdq" !
Jrneys argued over ‘Whether | this,| COmmunist organization, never-have. !enat;:rgﬂ privilege. " o, .

’ull);l’ir ; and others should be rade | had and never will have;”

c. f ite ; -
Movie Stars ‘Deny -
State Prober's Charges .

The Government
'@ contents'would ‘enda
Mr. -

1l to a- fair tria] for
The former Justic
alyst is ‘accused of

claimed
nger nation-
Palmer rcon.
re was essen-
Miss Coplon,

Spended United Nations employe.
Judge. Reeves ruled tha;.all‘?rgl,:-
-be disclosed to

Jers, it should h
:t before and refrained from try-
_the case. e ’
he hubbub was caused by two
ewritten lines on a slip of paper

Coplon's purse after.
l.was a_rreggg ... The: two lines
Stuart ' Legg—possible Russian
lonage agent,
C.!;e: Fredric March, sec, ‘mat- |

e Department | of . top Hollywood personalities D:li?(:'r. Vikelut f’ricg ang Albert

tivities Committee, headed by State] blasted the C:
Sen. Jack

ave thought of | ters”-of Communist a

cluded bandleader- Artie Shaw, Dj.
Tector John
.Katharine Hepb
dridge, Lena Horne, Karen Morley,
and “Actors Orso

;'matra, Danny
] ! March, Gene Kel|
Frink, NY,wlIl4~[Grego:y s

Tt Dekker.. Tarrv .ASian.

I qaa o 2° 7 i
ne” Hepburn “réfused “to'
Mr. ‘Tenney's Un‘American
accusation with a reply,” said a’ stu:
dio spokeésman, g T ey
o Other denials immediately. ¢came’

.

'"HOLLYWOOD,

June

‘The California Un-American Ac-

alifornia Senat, .
B. Tenney .(R., L. A.) .Mmittee on U i e

accusing it of “mlsrepresenting
the committee’s

- ctivity. The Chronicle was.-
‘Those named in the report in. California newspapers gr';emgie‘tjh}':g
their “false attacks” on the. commit-
tee and its reports. The other two’
-Were The Los Angeles Daily News
and The San - Francisco News, . a
Scripps-Howard ‘newspaper.

The Chronicle acknowledged: the:
committee’s chairman “"“accurately-
Places  this _newsnanam. ‘st n. v <

Huston, -, Actresses
urn,  Florence EJ-

n  Welles, Frank
Kayg. Fredric
Charlie Chaplin,

Peck; . John ‘Garﬂe!d__@l;
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By LYN PEDERSEN

SAN FRANCISCO—One of the
better serious dramatic shows
currently on the air is NBC’s
“University Theater,” which
moved - to 'Saturdéy afternoons
last week with a new series
(KNBC, 3:30).

The first of the new full-hour

| dramatizations was a lucid adap-
! tatlon of Budd Schulberg’s novel,

‘What Makes Sammy Run"”

arring Paul Stewart as Sammy
! thk Schulberg’s masterful por-
trait was capably transferred to
I the air; however, there can be
| sprious doubt as .to the wisdom
i of a characterization which, al-
though not chauvinistic in itself,
can well lend fu-e to - anti- Serm-
tism.

The University Theater is di-
rected by Andrew C. Love, with
music by Albert Harris. Their
next scheduled dramatization is
of Graham Greene's “Brighton
Rock.” Others to follow include
Marquand’s “Point of No Re-
turn,” Heym’s “The Crusaders,”
Hilton’s *Goodbye Mr. Chips”
and Wilder's “Ides of March.”

The show originates in Holly-
wood with film talent, and fea-
tyres an intermission commen-
tary (short and sweet) by New
York radio columnist John
Crosby. .

e s s
'MORE VIDEO
[ RCA recently celebrated the

3\/00«3 o)

4SSEP 13 349 i

Radia in review
“NBC. AIRS SOME FINE
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ma.nufa.cture of their one mil-
lionth televxslom tube, which
brmgs us to & subject of local
interest., With approxlmately two
million video sets now in opera-
tion in the U.S. (40 percent of
which are in New York City),
San Francisco finds itself a late
comer, with only 6807 sets for
the Bay Area in the middle of
May, and with only twa video
stations, one of which operates
only 14% hours weekly.

Los Angeles, with as many sta-
tions as New York, has the third
largest number of sets, following
New York and Philadelphia. And
within'a couple of months South-
ern California expects a new
station, KECA-TY, springing
forth from the historic site of
the Vitagraph Studio, dating
back to 1912. ABC is spending a
cool two and a half million of

this, their fifth owned-and-oper-

ated video outlet (KGO-TV was
the fourth) and on a Mt. Wilson
transmitter.

The station’s payroll is expect-
ed to run as high as 600. The
networl’s Veepee, Robert Kint-
ner, predicted that within a year,
Hollywood would be the world
center for television, what with
the concentration of talent and
studio facilities.

Kintner also predicted that by
November, micro wave linkage,
via a network of six transmitter

BAW/STP/CL3

v

DRAMAS

tWeen Southern California and

the Bay Area. By that time it

is hoped that KGO-TV’s program

period will be 2 p.m. till 11.
P

THIS AND THAT ‘

Monte Masters drops word that
his wife, Natalie, will shortly be
heard over KNBC as a femme
private eye, “Candy Matson.” ...
Station KSMO wants to know if
their listeners favor continuing
their heavy programming of clas-
sical discs. Write KSMO, 811 B
st., San Mateo. . . . CBS Director.
of Discussion and Opinion is in
San Francisco working on a five
shot series on local public and
cultural life. . . . Henry J. Taylor,
wealthy manufacturer posing as
an impartial news analyst, to the
call of General Motors, is on a
world tour. However, if any Fas-
cist sympathizers happen to be
reading this paper, they needn’t
worry. ‘His broadcasts will be
heard, just the same, At least
until enough people protest to
the American Broadcasting Corp.
or to the Federal Securities Com-
misgion. . . . An outfit calling it-
self “America’s Future, Inc.”
(bankrollers for Pettingill) is
preparing a series of fireside
chats by leading industrialistg,
and by some of their lover br(F'
such as Rickenbacker, Gene T+
ney and Senator Harry Byid
And stations can get this do?
for only five dollars a shot.

N

oo
S|
Q

stations, will be established be-

i e et r

This is a clipping from
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More Stockholders |
0f WQQW fo Testify i
In Probe of . C. Reds,

Additional stockholders
Station WRQW /were expécled to|

testily foday in the third session

the House Committee on Un-
American gstivities.

Questioning so far has not made
clear whether the committee is
interested in the situation as|
such, or merely in a number of

Yommon the fact that they own)
shares in it. \
' Three of five witnesses heard]
during the first two sessions stated
portions of their family funds were
invested in the station.

sible _Communist Party associag

tions. The isted that to
nswer might te iminate-
them,

Station President Protests.

While the witnesses have been
excused after their refusals to re-
ply to a series of queries on this!
iground, Chairman Wood of the
committee made plain yesterda3
he lS not concedmg the ground lS‘

19 A c e=,
\he ter Sung i :
simplicit in the committee queg-
£¢10 i

“Tf_this ¢
tions, creamﬁ%
icion that ion i e
way Communist-influenced, all
the mone h

eople hav
will be gone,”
clare

=—TTe"2aid about 200 persoris had
subsecribed approximately $300, 000"
to finance the station and its
frequency modulation affiliate,
WQQW—FM, both of them “ded-;
icated to extensive plogramming
of music of the masters, with a

_g'minimum of talk.”

Denies Any Red Influence. ot

‘1 say with g
: h1c am cagablg there is npt

/4 hint or tra f Red influepce in

of hearings on Communist acti-|.
Vity in the District, w

persons who happen to” have in"'_-

man _de- NEDXED

’57SEP6 1080,

Gemmittee members have jndi;
3 ——
ww
{Iy In_uncovering the source of

acking for -
ar y ere.
TUug store —x~qrug store proprietor, a buﬂd-
.ing contractor, a former union or-
‘ganizer, the wife of another build-
ing contractor and a salesman for \
a wholesale drug firm have been
heard.

Asked About Party Funds

All have been asked whether
they made or solicited contribu-
tions for the party. All have re-
fused to say yes or no.

Representative Velde, Repubh-
can, of Illinois, indicated in ques-
tioning yesterda that he would
if anything,

mittee members

Tele.
Nease

Room _

Gandy,

like to knqw hat, b6
Clifford J urr had to do with b7C
getting val of the construf: i

tlon permit while Mr, Durr was a

Imember of the Federal Com-
rpunicatwns Commission. v

Mr. Durr, now representmg-
several of the witnesses, assured !
the committee he would be glad|
It;o testify on this matter. ]
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;‘y{rouml the Dial:
{

By Bob Lauter

_THE Committee for the Negro
in the Arts has recently sent out a
call to individuals and organiza-
tions to support a' conference on
“Radio, Television, and the Negro
People.” The conference will be
held July 9, 1 p.m., in the Skyline
Room .of the Hotel Theresa, 125th
and Seventh Avenue. Communica-
tions may be addressed to the
Committee at 777 Fifth Avenue.

Crahwm Dorothy
dore Ward, and F edi shn\ngkon
have algned a letter which accom-
panies the call The letter reads,
in part

“Radio—the broadest and. most
persuasive medium’ of mass com-
{munication — has consistently de-
nied recognition to the Negro as
a human being. It has, except in
the - rarest cases, presented the
Negro as a stereotype of a clown;
lazy, " stupid, and ignorant. And
radio has consistently denied em-
ployment to Negro artists.

“Now, television; too, threatens
to follow in radio’s footsteps.”

The urpose of the conference.

“to determine what action can
be taken to insure the fullest and
most truthful expression of Negro
life, and to provxde equal job op-
portunmes at ‘equal pay for qual—
ified Negro men and women

THE COMMITTEES CALL is
distinguished by a wealth of fact-
usl material. There are 604,800
15-minute  broadcasting penods
every week of the year. Of these
not. a single one is produced by

K=

a Negro or directed by a Negro.

CONTAINED

ALL INFORMAT CONTATNED
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- sameCRs
Not one employs/; Negr , -
mentator or a Negro sound eﬁects
man; nor does one such period

concern itself with Negro news.

In all these 604,800 broadcast
periods there is only an occasional
Negro singer or musician, and two
or three Negro orchestras.

This huge mdustry emp]oys
only six ‘Negro en%meers in the
entire country, only six Negro
writers (of whom only one is em-
ployed full time), and only six
Negro announcers. A handful of
Negro actors work for radio—when
they can get work.

° L

OF THE 604,800 15-minute
broadcast penods every week,
about an even dozen offer a por-
trayal of Negro life, and thls/“\observérs.

is isolated and mi
not - allowed to
Radio today has

ness

Frederick Dougla
derson,” Paul

Robinson—to be
the
terms of Amos

Beulah?”
The conference

°

b6 —
b7C
This is a clipping from
Page - Yo of the
.J ' Daily Worker
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“The truth:

about Negro Americans is not held
a fit subject for radio. The Negro

txayal is actually a distortion.
The call declares:

of us the question:
and humanity of Negro'
America — of Crispus
Robeson,

radio channels

ticipants as sponsors, delegates ¢7 '

. The Negro in Radio to Be
Discussed at Conference July 9

isunderstood and

communicate,
posed for each
Is the great-’

Attucks,
Marian An-
]ackxe!
presented over
forever in

n Andy anii7g

SS;

will accept par-
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/ Radio Exeutive
/! Denies Red Link;
Probers Adjourn

By EDWARD K. NELLOR
The House un-American activi-
|ties committee today aljourned
'|public hearings until Wednesday
) _?Q,er it\had accepted a statement |’

rom MorTisZRodman, president of
that he is

radio statiofm
not a Communist.”

Rodman’s. statements and re-
marks pertaining to it made by
his attorney, Thurman Arnold, re-
\jected what they termed innuen-
'does that the station’s stockhold-
ers were -largely Communists or
sympathizers.

{ “If there are any stockholders
who are Communists, I can assure)
you that they have not influenced
nor-ase they in a position to in-{
fluence, the. policy of the station
in any way,” the statement read.|
i The. House spy hunters have

‘conducted two public sessions in

what has been set up as a lengthy

expose of District Communists.

A total of 273 Washington resi-

dents will be subpoenaed before

the probe is concluded.

Several witnesses who have al-
ready testified have admitted !
stockholdings in .radio’ station
WQQW, but at the same time,
they have declined to answer any
questions regarding their alleged
Communist - affiliations.

Samuel J. Rodman of the 3700
block Massachusetts Ave. NW.,
was scheduled to testify today
also but the committee excused
him due to  illness. Mrs. Rose
Leaf_Anderson, and her ,
John P. Anderson, operators of
the Investment pharmacy, Fif-
teenth and K streets northwest;
Mrs._Martin _Oram, 4600 block
Massachuseits Ave. NW.. Mus.
Samuel J. Rodman, 3700 block|.
Massachusétts Ave. NW. and
James Branca, a_ former Eliot
junior high” school teacher, tes-|’
tified earlier in the ~week. All
declined replies to the commit-
tee’s $64 question, “Are you or
have you ever been a member of
g{\e Communist paxty?” /r
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Reds’ Influence !

‘On WQOQW Demed

\ /.Morris Rodman, president of
" mﬁ Station ggﬂl told the
Activities

Committee yestetday that his firm

was not controlled or influenced
by Communists.
* Previous witnesses, who testified
they owned stock in WQQW, had
declined to say whether they were
Communists. Rodman, in a state-
ment yesterday, declared emphat-
ically that he was no Communist
himself and never had been.

His statement was offered for
the committee’s record by his at-
torney, Thurmond Arnold, after
Chairman Wood (D., Ga.) had re-

_cessed the hearing until next
Wednesday because of “physical
inability” of an unnamed witness
. to attend. Arnold asked that Rod-
- man be permitted to testify, but
. Wood pointed out that no other

member was present and under 2
recent Supreme Court decision he’
could not continue without a quo-
rum. He agreed, however, to re-
ceive Rodman’s statement in evi-
dent and Arnold then released it.

Both Arnold and Rodman com-
plained that suspicion of Com-
munist influence had fallen on
WQQW because of testimony
before the committee. In his
statement, Rodman continued:

“I say with-all the sincerity of
which I am capable that there is
not a hint or trace of Red influ-
ence in the station.

“Of course, as in the case of
any corporation which has many
stockholders, the officers do- not
know all of the stockholders
personally. If there are any stock-
holders: who are Communists, I
can assure you that they have
not, nor. are they in a position to*
influence the policy of the station

in any way.”

He said WQQW had issued 13§3
shares, which were in the han¢
of about 200 stockholders No|.
stockholder, he said, owned more
than 50 shares and most holdings
'were_betwgen five and 10 shares,
\
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IRadio Executivo
Denies Red Link;
;Probers Adjourn &

By EDWARD K. NELLOR
The House un- American activi-

flug the policy of the station
in7¢ 77 the statement read.

The House spy hunters have
conducted two public_sessions_in
what has been set-up as & lengthy

9| expose_of District Communists. |

A__tQLaLl_QI_Z _Washington resi-
de i1l ubpoenaed -before
he_probe 1s concluggd.

Several witnesses who have al-
ready testified_ have admitted

.|stockholdings _in radio station|
WQQW, but at the same e, |-
they have decline nswer any |’

quesﬂons. Tegarding their alle ed

block  Massa husetts Ave. NW.,

- -

junior high sch eacher, tes-t
tified earlier in week. All
ceclined replies to the commit.
tee’s $64 question, “Are you or;
have you ever been a member of
the Communist party?”

e —— =+
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taining to it _made y ¢ to illness. -Mrs. Rose Miss Gandy [ 4

hxs attorne Thurman Arnold, re-
jeMEit fhey termed innuen-

\do hat the station’
er munists_of
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iW _gssure

,An rsen, and her- husband,
Joh nderson operators of
-{the7 es tment pharmacy, Fif-
teenth and K treets northwest;

Mrs. Martiae”Oram, 4600 block‘é. o
Massachus Ave. NW.; Mrs. [
Samuel. . Rodman, 3700 block:

Massacpusetts Ave. NW. and W :
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;Radio: |

Asserting that radio “has con-
sistently denied: recognition to the
Negro as a human being,” the
Committes for the Negro in the
Arts issued a call this week to a
conference on “Radio, Television
and the Negro People,” which will
be held on Saturday, July 9, 12:30
P m. Skyline Room of the Hotel
Theresa, 125th Street and 7th Ave.
- Results of a detailed study- by
GNA of programs broadcast by
tour major networks reveal that of

broadcast periods per week, thera
are not more than 12 such periods
jwhich give any portrayal of
Negro life whatever. The CN
adds “and the portrayal of Négro
life they do depict is a slander
upon the Negro people.”

Many major artists from the
field of radio, television, including
writers, producers, actors, and mu-
sicians will attend the conference
to discuss ways and means by
which this situation can be reme-
died. , .

_As has been stated in an edi-
torial of a leading Negro ‘weekly
recently, under the heading “net-
works that Foul The Air,” one an-
swer to the persistence of these in-
justices on the part of the major
networks “might be that there
have not . been- sufficient protests;
against these breaches of good
taste and public policy.” -

The public is invited to attend
the conference. Delegates from
organization, observers who are
interested, and individuals will find
it of inestimable value—for the

Qod

ill the 604,800/ fifteen-minute:

CANADA/LEE TO SPEAK AT
VMEETING ON NEGRO IN RADIO"

Committee promises that speakers Jf\i
like Capada Lee, the keyngte qi‘ “)
speaker, will speak out and for

the first time tell “what goes on in / Ql
radio, and can happen in televi- h U S,'{/'f
sion” uhless the people confer.

Y/ r'”l ‘%’ flOz ,’ Y ;
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Around the Dial;

- Civil leertles ‘Union Protests

By Bob Lauter

JUST BEFORE "the - holiday
weekK the Board of Directors
of the WAmerican..Givil Liberties

Union ’urged the /Federal Com-
munications Commission to rein-

torializing. Th C. recently
Lreve ed this policy.

C.L.U., charged that “in

*Iplace,of a ‘51mple workable and

sound policy ..requiring Jicensees
to operate in the public interest,
the Commission has substituted a
policy of operation in the private
interest.” In a -memorandum pre-
pared by James Lawrence Fly,
former F.C.C. chairman and -now
v1ce-chaxrman -of the A.CL.U.
Committee on Radio, and sent to
members of Congress and the
F.C.C., the A.C.L.U. said that the
F.C.C. decision of June 2, 1949,
was both confusing and unwork-
able “Once the thousands of radio|)

pardisan. campaxgns declared the
statement, “the entire present staff
of the Commission would be “but
a small portion ‘of what would
be required to enforce a general
standard of faimess The reach
so greatly exceeding the grasp, it

will be enforced.”
° -9 °

THE A.C.L.U’s statement
weakened its own case when it
went on to discuss the posmon
;of such radio mog}ﬂs as Ddviduggr
noff and W)llla eg To sug—
gest that even such fine men as’
‘Mr. Samoff and Mr. Paley will.
continue to tolerate other views:
on the -air,” read: the statement,

.
.

Fllp-Flop on May

state the Mayflower spolicy whichj -
‘prohibited radio st gns from edi-|.

stations are- perrmtted 1o carry on|..

follows that no policy standard‘

“is to rely upon the hope of a
beneficent tyrgnny. Though Mr.
Sarmoff and lﬁ- Paley are both
entirely fair, however tolerant may

gers lurk in change of mind and
change of management. The most
impressive tyrants may well be in
our smaller cities. where there are
only one or two stations, and in
cities where the only radio sta-
tions are’ owned by .the single
newspaper interest in the area.

It is not true that the dangers

-

o (o 3‘/0729'

NOT RECORDED

.~§ 46 SEp 1 %343
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_{right of broadcasters to editorialize

be the rule of such men, the dan-|.

flower Decision

of the revocation of the Mayflower °
Decision lie “in change of mind
and. change of management”
These dangers lie as much in the
minds of the present management

- |of the network as in any future

management. As long as radio is
financed by monopoly sponsors, the

amounts to an xdeo]ogical monop-
oly over the air. And to state!
vaguely that “Mr. Sarnoff and Mr.
Paley are both entirely fair,” is to!
ignore “all the facts about network
broadcasting, _and to' accept the-
network. boycott of genuine left-’
wing opinion. ;)
- ° ° °

THE A.C.L.U. correctly char-.
acterized the F.C.C. decision by
stating that “It is unthinkable that
the Government itself>would grant’
to" the beneficiary of a valuablga‘
public license this powerful Qs
vice to suppress and restrain free-
dom of speech . . .. it .is both
urgent ‘and important that the pub" .
lic airways be kept open solely
for the beneﬁt of the publig.”
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;'Breakfast'With Ab

By Bgb”Lauter

\A_B_&B_w.is back on the
air withh,a Monday night show
that presumably originates in his
West Coast apartment situated
“high above the rent ceilings.”
(WCBS, 9:30 p.m.)..

The show, called Breakfast
With Burrows, offers his specialty
—song satire—and brings back

‘Milton De Lugg whose trio was

on the last Burrows show.
*

THE PREMIERE performance
was lively enough and revealed
what is going to be good—and
what - isn’t—on the new Burrows
show. On the credit side, Burrows
is one of the rare comedians whe
relies on wit and_broad satire
rather than .on fantastic situations,
and the common gag. ’

If the premiere performance is
an indication of things to come,
the show will be cursed with a
{5rmat. We open with Burrows:
Monolog. Convérsation with the
~1aid. A song. The guest star. The
Aail again. Then a finale based on

elaborate song, .

ALL INFN 0N CONTAINED
HEFEIN IN@RCLASSIFIED
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The maid on the show, who
goes by the name of Marylin, is,
happily enough, not a caricature
of a Negro domestic' worker,

: *

WHEN MARYLIN asked Bur-
rows if it wasn’t rather late to be
having breakfast; her line, repeat-
ed often, had all the earmarks of
a permanent joke to be repeated
on all subsequent programs. Now
its clever enough to name 'a
night show, Breakfast With Bur-
rows, but it’s not the sort of thing
that can be milked. It’s like label-
ling the program title, “Joke.”

Burrows will also have to get

away from his unfortunate habit

of repetition. It's okay to repeat
the songs, but salvaging fat lines
from previous programs is break-
ing faith with a steady’ audience.

And as for the unabashed bor-
rowing of the “I like you” routine
from the Milton Berle show—well,
that’s radio. )

Two more brief points, for the
sake of ‘saying all the negative
things at once. Jokes based on the

~ Iracial antecedents of Rita Hay-

e

“Burrows

worth’s husband are not funny,
and they came as an unpleasant
surprise from a man who declined
to make a Negro caricature out of
the part of the maid. A second
category of jokes, which also are
not funny, are those based on the
presumed ugliness of this man’s
wife or that man’s girl friend.
*

DESPITE THE foregoing, Abe|

Burrows is definitely a better-
than-average radio comedian, and
his return to the air will be wel-
comed by many of his old fans.

His guest star, Binnie Barnes, de-|
scribing the normal life of movie|

actors, said, “In Hollywood we
sleep during the night and make
pictures ‘during the day. And what
do you do?” To which Burrows
answered, “I sleep during the pic-
tures.” '

show.

William S. Gailmor and Johaii-
nes Steel have terminated their
program _of news - commentary
over, WLIB for the summer. They
will be back in the fal, -

. I
You won’t sleep through his

b6
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. By Saul Carson
Aadio and television stand, today, condemned of having “cast the
1 Negro into a vacuum of non-existence” and on notice that the situation
will be fought from here on in toward:

“1. Ending stereotypes.

| The indictment

| He delivered "the¢/keynote ad-
dress ‘at a confererce on “Radio,
Television and the Negro Pcople”
held ‘at the Hotel Theresa, 125th
ISt and 7th Ave., under auspices
Jof the Committee for the Negro in
the Arts. Lee’s analysis and plan
{for agtion were backed solidly by
1250 participants, including many
‘| well known actors, writers and mu-
“Isicians, Negro and white. Fifty
1delegates and 135 observers came
from labor, political and-civic or-
ganizations. i
Among those bolstering Leg’s
approach from a background of
.experience in various phases of
show business was a roster of

L

speakers and discussants, including
the conference chairman,

Miss

A._!..'

Wagashington Canadalee
Fred&qashington, actress and ex-
ecutive Yecretayy of the Negro Ac-

1 tors Guild; Pau\Robesog; Howard
\ Rast; . mysicians “Eddie \Barefield
& id Cyrﬂ%aines; screen act@r Dots
Hbnspn; tedio writew Pater
_aoldFPerl, 7.

-

., 7kl Voice of

the one hand to employment in

i1 “9. Opening the vast field ot employment in radio and TV to Negroes.
“3. Bringing to the air the truths about Negro life,”
and gthree-ply program were projected Saturday

{ afternoon by Cnnadyée, noted actor of stage, screen and radio.

singers; actors. But éven here, in
the field of acknowledged mastery
and leadership, too often the rare
and exceptional Negro character is
played by a white man.” -

In programming, Lee insisted,
“the richness of Negro- life, its
humor, warmth and humanity and
fighting spirit are not considered fit
subjects for depiction on the air.
Negro actors recently were asked
to play. the role of cannibals on a
television show, to eat.a.white
dummy before the cameras. Of
course they refused to take the
role. The Negro on the air is de-
picted in stereotyped fashion as a
minstrel or buffoon. He is re-
stricted to characterizations like
those played by ‘Beulah’ -and
‘Rochester” and ‘Amos 'n” Andy.
Where is the story of our-lives in |
terms of the Negro slums in which’
we must Jive, insecurity of life and !

limb, food not available, and jobs !

not available? The plain fact is that !
a virtual Iron Curtain, against the !
entire Negro people exists as far as
radio. is concerned.” t

Lee, as well as a number of the
.other speakers, commended in-;
dyidual radio stations, networks

and programs for occasional devia-- .

tions from the Jim Crow tradition.
Some * non-network stations were
applauded for consistent fairness to
the Negro. But in general, there
was agreement that, at most, radio

as_yvell as television show a7
£ T ORI TR I st o ‘
iS¢ “"l:”a\{-{ol't the > -gro’s ng}lts 1o, equaﬂfﬁbef}a
£ep ¢ | the a’js ignored @ spite of 3./

proectiiveV, oG i s lgnore PG Ot v
{Freedom Comniitiee. = - -~ .._ph%d (DO iNde™ THE Fw 5 qiry
| The Negro’s “vacuum” in broad- | 0¢lenss (o the pedple.’

Action Program Adopted {

le'e,’R'oibes,on BlastBiasinRadio

{ which there is discrimination, and
on thié other hand to programming
{ in yehich there is “monstrous” dis-
tortion. , i
“The ideology of white suprem-
acy,” said Lee, “is the final de-

h terminant in American radio. We

have too long allowed radio to be

| concerned with the ‘sensitiveness’

of the lyncher. Radio offers a wide
and diverse field for employment.g

But search through the files, and

Lvou will find ;\F“' P
"’u'{_,’\yin rth':\d‘[:, E:(‘— 4

Snyed
A

\-(V
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air,” Paul Robeson said later,’/
must be’fjudged against the back-V
ground of all our experiences in|
resent-day America. Our struggle.
or a free radio must be part of!
the struggle for a free America,*
free of insecurities, and hatreds, -
and gross - economic inequities,
and free of cold war and hystéria.
yWhat is all this nonsense about the.
freedom of radio?” Robeson con-:
tinued. “Can J ¢a on the ~ir oy

q{ow‘fcﬂ:i«.‘.;u

y;
“Our lack of freedom on the,\ﬁi ﬂ)‘

e

various phases ot show business,
represented at the conference b
observers, delegates or throug
official greetings, were the Screen,
Office and Professional Employes
Cuild; Radio Writers Guild;
Authors League of America; Na-

T 6"-‘2-—1 AUC BAW/STF/CL3I

tional Council of Arts, Sciences * -

and Protfessions; American Com-
munications Association, CIO;
American Federation of Radio
Artists and American Cuild of
Variety Artists, both AFL; United
Office and Professional Workers
of America; CIQ; Musicians Club,
American Labor Partv; Station
WDAS, Philadelphia; People’s
Drama; Graphic Arts Workshop;
Pgople’s Showcase Theatre,

" The conference concluded by
adopting an action program, call-
ing for a continuing campaign to
eliminate stereptvpes from the air,
procure employment for Negroes
in all categories, and enrich radio
and television with adequate pic-
turization of Negro life.
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- Radie Conference Launches

" Fight Against Diserimination

By Bob Lauter
AT A CONFERENCE held

Qléuiym'g, in the Hotel Theresa, the

/, mittee for the Nesgo in the

Arts passed a resolution calling for

the organization of a Radio-Tele-
vision Chapter. The conference,
called to plan -action against anti-
Negro discrimination in radio and
against the presentation of Negro
stereotypes on the air, was high-
lighted by the appearance of Paul
Robeson who told the delegates

that their objectives meant a con-|

certed fight-to make radio a part
of the struggle for peace and pro-
gress. .

Some 200 delegates and observ-
ers attended the conference. Oth-
er tesolutions expressed opposition
to the use of Negro stereotypes on
the air, and to the networks’, fim-
crow policies in employment.

" The Conference also resolved to
organize a campaign against the
Amos 'n’ Andy show. The cam-
paign will be directed against the
network and -the sponsors of the
show, and the Committee for the
Negro in the Arts will bring the
entire matter before the F.C.C.

P ¢ ) .

IN LIGHT OF the recent radio
and press attacks against Paul
Robeson for his forthright defense
of peace, the Conference passed a

of the delegates that when Paul
Robeson speaks up against Jim-
{crow and imperialism, he is talk-
iing not only for himself, but for
the. Negro .people.

{NDEXED

565EP 1210487

" WITH MISS FRED ASH-
INGTON as Chairman, the noted

resolution which stated the belief

: 123@2(_)_ o

actor, Canadw, Lee, delivered the
opehing addres) eviewing the
situation in radio® and television,

Mr. Lee called for the enrichment{

of these media by expanding them
to include the true story of Negro

America. . .
“Where,” asked Canada Lee, “is
the story of our lives in terms of
the ‘ghetto. slums in which ws
must live? Where is the story of
our lives in terms of the fact that
in walking from our houses to the
corner- store we may be attacked
and beaten? Where is the story of
our lives in terms of the jobs not

|available, the food not available,

the very years of life guaranteed
to a white man which are denied
to us? Where is the story of how
a Negro baby born at the same
time in the same city as a white
baby can be expected to die 10
years sooner? Where is the story,
of the lives of our people? Who
would know us if he had to know:
us by listenihg to Amos 'n’ Andy,
to Beulah, to Rochester, to, the
minstrel show?” )
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. IN HIS REM S to the Con-.
ference, Sa n_of the New
Republic, Radio  Best Magazine,'

and the Compass, decried the idea
of fighting for Negro rights on the
basis of “tolerance.” In this con-
nection he told the story of a re-
cent visit to. Poland. “A year ago,”
he said, “I was in Poland. An old
Jew—a religious old man, he was

chairman of the Jewish religious -

committee in the. old city of Cra-
cow—told me this: ‘Often in the
past history of our country we had
tolerant kings, tolerant governors.
They were nice to the Jew. They
were tolerant of us. Now — he
stood digi.ified, ‘and his old ey

sparkled—now,” he said, ‘we dov

have tolerance. Tolerance is ¢l:*

ity, Today, we have righ" "~
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" The Blacklist in Badm

By Bob Lauter

THE EPIDEMIC of ]oyalty
oaths, heresy hunts, and outright
blackhsts which has already hit
the movie industry, teachers, and
governmeént employees, is now
reaching the radio and television
industry. It is part of Tom Clark’s
national thought-control drive, and
it dovetalls with the 1ndustrys ef-
forts to “cut éxpenses” —or, .in

. other words, to lower the economic
. standards of radio and television
" workers. The employers hope ‘that|

the threat of a blacklist will make

wage cuts easier.

IT HAS BEEN RUMOBED for
a long time that the industry either
had, or was preparing a blacklist.
Behind this move were said to be
the big advertising agencies whose
policies, together with those of the
corporation sponsors, so largely de-
termine the character of radio.

A recent issue of Variety, how-
ever, brought the talk of blacklist
into the open. Variety reports the
resignation of radio director Wil-
liam Sweet from two shows han-
dled by the Phillips Lord agency.
Sweet himself attributed his resig-
nagion to “sponsor-agency” pres:
sure. It will be recalled that Sweet
resigned as president of the Radio
Directors Guild last fall because
he' refused to take a Taft-Hartley

Vgo-

b(\TS[P 0 ‘049

oath. The membership ot tbe A

Guild later asked him to -assume
the presidency again, but he was:
unable to for reasons of health. |

RECALL THE SOCIAL and
political philosophy of the corpora-!
tion institutional ads which man\"
of these advertising agencies place
—and you will -realize how they
will draw up a blacklist.” It is no
exagerration whatsoever to say that
Communists in the radio.industry
would be in a small minority on
such a blacklist. We are dealing
here with agencies and corpora-
tions to whom_even the demagogy -
of Truman’s Cwﬂ Rights program
is “subversive.” .

" If such a blacklist is allowed to
operate, it will further degrade an

industry already degraded enough .

by those who run it. It will mean
that any bit of sparkle, imagina-
tion, and, wit, will disappear from
the air. It will- mean that the radio
public will suffer in the quality and |
technical proficiency of the pro-
grams they hear.

Rumors of this blacklist have to,
be brought into the open, and ail
agency-sponsor attempts to pro-
scribe the social and political ac-
tivities of radio workers must he
fought to a standstill.
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~ Reds Colonizing
In TV and Radio
Some Naﬁqnal_Progfams Reported

Hiring Only Pro-Commie Actors

- By FREDERICK WOLTMAN,
Wgrld-Telegram Staff Writer.

Broadcasting has at last become
afflicted with the headache of-Red
infiltration, a survey by the World-
Telegram showed today.

Partly as a result of audience
protests, radio and television spon-
sors, advertising agencies and the
networks are becoming actually
aware of widespread charges that
Communists, sympathizers and
fellow-travelers have colonized
areas of the airwave ingustry.

Some instances are reported of
national programs,.sponsored by
leading corporations, which syste-
matically discriminate against ac-
tors considered anti-Red. or ‘re-
actionary” in favor of actors
friendly to the Communist cause.

‘Forced to Resign.’

The issue has already broken
open in the industry itself.
“Fr—>~Bweets, , well-known radio
- {IPEMBYtoftends he was forced
by “agency-sponsor pressure”’ to
resign for politicat} reasons. His
. employer, Phillips H. Lord, Inc.,
the package producer, insists he
resigned “for other plans.”

Mr. Sweets, while drumming up
support for the Communist party’s
May Day parades, for the past six
years staged General Foods’
“Gangbusters” and Pepsi-Cola’s
“Counterspy,” network shows that

glorify the drive against organ-!.

ized crime and espionage activities
in America. ) .

last fall Mr. Steets, himself,
resigned as president of the Radio
and Television Directors Geild
rather than take a non-Commu-
nist oath signed voluntarily by the
guild’s other. officers.

"Communist affidavit, he replied,

what party you belong to. ¥ ¢
none of my damned business.””

‘ (’1 s

he and about 90 party members
and followers signed an ad urging
a huge turnout for the Union
Square demonstration. “We ask
you to join with us! We ask you
!;‘o_march with us,” the ad read.

Look for our -banners. Join us
there.” .

Reached today at his farm in
Manchester, Vt., Mr. Sweets told
the . World-Telegram he person-
ally paraded neither year.

Won'’t Say if He’s Red.

“I certainly would have marched
if I had not been working,” he
added. '

Asked why he refused to sign!
the Radio Directors Guild non-

“I don’t believe in going around
signing. little pieces of paper to
make anybody happy.”

“Are you a member of the Com-
munist party?” Mr. Sweets. was
asked. :

“I don’t have to answer that,”
he replied. “I'm not asking you

Protest fo Agency.

The guild’s New York courxcill

nevertheless voted last Monday to
protest to the Lord agency in his
behalf and possibly start court:
action. .

“Widespread reports in the ra-
dio and television industry,” de-
clared the council, “point to the
existence of a blacklist of actors
and directors based on political
beliefs.”

A check by this newspaper failed
to disclose evidence of any such
industry blacklist. On the con-
trary, blacklists have been used
for years by individual pro-Com-
according to
anti-Red sources in the industry.

Johs Rarely Oben.
Thus. the American Federation
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anti-Communist bloc., Its. mem-
bers say that acting jobs are rare-
ly open to them on some shows;
and with a few they no longer
even apply. .

This condition is, of courss, by !

no means universal. Where 1|

- does exist, they contend, the cast

ing power is used to reward th

. Politically faithful with the besi

roles, to launch new and politi-

cally-reliable talent and to wean -

‘non-Communist actors to party
fronts. ) .
Mindful of Hollywbod's experi-

ence, wherein millions of dollars' -

worth of damage suits were slapped
on the movie films that fired the
10 writers and directors, radio’s
executives won't talk for publica-

tion. Privately, some of them re- -
port mounting listener protests— -
usually letters to the sponsers or .

stations—against employing radio

* talent identified in the public
" mind with Communist activities.

Script Influence Cited.
Attempts to Influence scripts
have also been reported.
One prominent radio producer

told the World-Telegram of a°

two-hour argument with his di-,
rector who insisted on deleting

~ an unimportant section of script;

as “reactionary propaganda.” It-

- was ‘an excerpt from G. K. Ches-’

terton, spoken by a Catholic'

* priest.

In another program that fre-,

- quently blasts the Commies, ac-

cording to an executive of the!

New York station involved, the;.

- director discovered free lance ac-'

tors spoofing the lines during re-:
hearsals, then reporting ill on thefr
day of the broadcast. He simply.
stopped calling them back.

In the case of the "Gangbusfers” '
3~ and “Counterspy” director, this
, /> week’s Variety asserts that out-

side pressure caused General

Foods to crack down on the

agency.

Backed Davis.

Mr. Sweets in 1945 was listed -
on a committee for the re-election
of Communist Councilman Benja-
fhin J. Davis Jr. He sponsored
the “World Peace Conference” last
March at the Waldorf-Astoria, "

. 'which the State Department calledi

“a sounding board for Communist
propaganda.” B}
Sponsor of the Communists' ]

1947 and 1948 May Day parades,;




\ S
/{/ (C‘ §, ALL INFOR TIDE)QNT INED
_ 5 fmc S TFIED :

9 HEREIN IS INC . <
P ’ //’< DATE 09-13-200 324 AUC BAW/STP/CLS
" NG ~ %
\,‘Q}: N f2 \ ' i
S
i \)

S
s

A
N
4 T‘ !
\ &
‘\\ ' : i
. .‘"‘\ HILE I. was listening to Norman: Corwm s CBS documentaxy,
! 5® ‘Gitizens' of the World,” the other night over WTOP,:1. was . -
! moved and stimulated a good deal ‘of .the time, ‘but now that %
. ' come-to-Jook over my nétés:L'm a-bit ashamed of myself. - Oone, |
AN ‘ hou]d .always attempt: two. kinds' of criticism, short-range, - oF ? T et v
) %

f 'contact and Iong-range or,, ) .

:Js®W a”d then «m@fﬂm €

y ,from “Citfiaan  eff Ure S
with real ﬁ@r@@, as wh %JL
N 3 {i f-'ﬁ_\ﬁ A 3
AimseIf - ast tal>1.1y~'~ uf.rﬁaﬁ"le»’;'

5 ifessed ‘that e once;*’g“ ’?fm '\
* 2 ‘g{ d1§lnx eres -edﬂy
T*whi

‘I‘Jet’s-‘gwe -‘Mr. Corwin the beneﬁt ’
L Rasty ]udgment ‘and Say.that™

ow "was, a' pretty ‘good: job.as
e' hot ouﬁ of he loudspeaker

hlmself‘ n’ €ale

. b orld.”*\yay ini.th

v < ting, selt"plped

. Amerlca I'was”¢ons ) !
"y'\_ fain’ mistiness in- the™<ideas %x.
\ .~ - Lpressed .in’if: /Thé sound -effects
N \‘:\ w’ere a bit overwhelmmg, and .it:is
N d ho ng, 7

,representmg, ATt Y :
) ht’ ﬁonams to ';Poland;; sl
) ja, a - Chlcago welfare
Irssing :hep ef-Iort’s' on
pectant mothers, and
Irg expressing-a: belief +
ha ‘free ,man” is..a ‘rare
bnrd" S0 ¢ when you meet him ‘take
; { a, good look, at ‘him and-try.i{o. tlg ,
.:};re him out O the typlcal 100" per: cem_mnet:r;f&' 5
L EE J. 'C@BB‘ .who did ihe har. ¢who imagines.that he has, it ’
M otion, and-«did it very well, "} ; with. the rest of t'he upiverse.
: 5 " reflect”a moment He is drin
t “indeed, mvnfed us to contemplate ,4 Ctfee from: Veéitezuela,’ Smokingy
s By ‘;, 2 ) 4 clgar mvented n Cuba -‘\VatCh'l‘
clock mvented i H

. 2 "itmg- ’fexﬁexam )
: .Jheax: fgﬁe "fme&volcef

Oj;@llt % 'C'e ,L’y i ?R 0.1 li@v

e GO t@ap"ﬁ' L b Ut

Yo eﬁ.’}iﬂ'«s ,_(;)T‘;'e -‘@UZE@ i ml \Was] m(‘ Lﬁj@? (@
SO AL ,.gegs | most o i mﬁ)}f@ um

Se.

) ﬁmh DAILY NEWS




- ‘/"'—"I/,‘;L/

,l
v

o /i

]

-

—
|
{

Around the Dial:

ALL INFORMATI UI'I\'E ONTAINED

o

'~

HEFEIN I35 UNCLAFSIF D

DATE 09-13-2007 [BY

Frederick _Wol_t_m‘ail
‘And the Blacklist /

By BOB LAUTER

SHORTLY " AFTER Variety
brought the rumors -concernin
an agency-network politica
blacklist in the radio’ industry
into , the open, Frederick Wolt-
man of the World-Telegram add-
ed his . wual touch of fantasy to
the proceedings.

The Variety story was based
on the resignation.of William M.

Sweets, the radio director, from 4

a show handled by Phillips H.
Lord, Inc. Sweets insisted that

- his resignation was the result of

_“agency - sponsor’ pressure.
When he was president of the
Radio and Television Directors
+Guild, Sweets refused to take the
Taft-Hartley oath. .
The Guild’s New York Council
has voted to support Sweets, and
" possibly to take court action
agains.. Phillips Lord, Inc., in
the fight against a political

. blacklist. Individual protests to
Phillips Lord, Inc., 501 Maids -

Madison Ave., New York, de-

manding Sweets” reinstatement,

will help the campaign. -
° L] [ ]

FACED WITH an open dis-
cussion of the blacklist, Wolt-
man used the pages of the
World-Telegram to councoct his
fantasy. He came up.with the
theory that it is not the agencies
and netwnrks which plan to
blacklist puiiical progressives—
but 1t is the Communists in the
industry who are blacklistin
others! He .spoke of “nationa

: programs, sponsoréd by leading

t

corporations, which systematic-
ally discriminate against actors
considered anti-Red or ‘reaction-
ary’ in favor of actors friendly
to the Communijst cause.”
Not satisfied with letting this
ncnsense rest here, he added,

“A check by this newspaper

(World-Telegram) failed to dis-

close evidence of any such in- & %

dustry blacklist. © On "the con-
trary, blacklists have been used
for years by individual pro-Com-,
munist directors, according: to
anti-Red sources in the indus-
try.” . A
WOLTMAN: will not succeed
in killing the fight against a
blacklist by standing the facts
on their head. The Radio Writ-
ers Cuild, the Radio Directors-
Guild, and the American Fed-
eration -of Radio Artists, have
all taken a stand on the threat
of the blacklist. In a- messago
of support to these three organ-
izations, the Voice of Freedom
Committee recently wired: -
“Radie listeners are-interested
in. the talent and not in:'the
race, religion, or political beliefs

of writers, performers and: djz,
rectors. Radio is too- vil E
impoitant a medium for educa-

tion and culture, for the public
to permit it to be”stifled by
blacklists. You can count en the.
complete support of our. two-
thousand: five hundred” monitors
throughout the country in-any
action you undertake- to-oppose-
this new device: for censorship-
of the air.” IR
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Progressives in Radio Map Plans

To Defeat Industry’s Blacklist

By Harold Cruse

ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY
representatives of radio  unions,
organizations, and listening audi-
ence met at.the Hotel Abbey last
Thursday night to-discuss and map
out a program to involve the pub-

lic 'in a campaign against the

blacklisting of progressives‘in the
radio industry.

Sponsored by the Voice of Free-
dom, Committee and the Radio-
Television Division of the National
Council of the Arts, Sciences, and
Professions, the main discussion
centered around the recent firing
of William H. Sweets, Television
Director and former™ President of
the Radio and Television Directors
Guild. :

Mr. Sweets, a longtime directer
of the Gangbusters and Countet-
spy- programs, was present at the
maeting as the principal speaker.
He told of some of the events lead-
ing up to his firing by the network,
which - ended temporarily his 25
yeafr eareer in radio.

“That the firing of progressives
in radio is aimed at the unions

ling out that such firings always
precede contract negotiations with
the studio bosses as in the case

'of the Hollywood Ten, where the

‘studio owners and the Un-Amer-
R ican Committee were aiming at
the film unions wnder cover of
“anti-communism.” '

o

S

*MR.” | SWEETS REVEALED

that ‘an advertising agency had

/NEDXED - 136 |
| 00 - 340322 - A.
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is obvious,” said Mr. Sweets point-

insisted on his dismissal before
they would consent to renewal of
their contract with the network.
Mr. Sweets had refused to resign
after being told that because he
sponsored the Peace Conference
at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel last
March, .a May ‘Day Parade, and
had spoken at a, meeting of a
woman’s -organization, his “polit-
ical opinions” were no longer in
agreement with the policies of the
network, =
* The -existence for at least two
years of a blacklist containing the
names of persons ‘in radio and
other fields was brought out by
Mr. Sweets. Chief sponsor of this
blacklist is the American Legion,
aided, as in -his .own case, by such
pro-fascist publications as Counter-
Attack. . -

Speakers from the floor discuss-
ing the blacklist and -other prob-
lems facing the progressives- and
liberals in the industry, agreed that
the main weapon against the anti-
democratic efforts of the networks
and | their - Teactionary sponsors
would be the boycotting of.the
sponsors’ products. In addition,
the listening public must be edu-
cated to use the pressure of letters
of protest to networks who, besides
firing progressive radio- artists and
technicians, also use their fran-
chises to pollute the free air with
objectionable programs. )

. .® °

" JOHN T. McMANUS, editor -of
the National Guardian, and one of
the panel’ speakers; spoke out

that the network informed himiagainst the - longtime - tradition

I'which permits *radio * prograuns

and broadcasts to exist under the
practical domination of private
business, whose only interest is to
sell products. o :
“The air belongs to the people,'?f
(he declared) “and the pfactice of
selling airtime to . the powerfu}
business. interests has made it ims
possible for - organizations like
trade unions, churches, etc., to
have access to the airwaves.” Mr.
McManus pointed out further that
FM (frequency modulation) which
was at one time hailed as the last
remaining outlet for organizations
to gain airtime, has also been
monopolized by big business.
, Charles Collins, vice-president, '
Local. 6, Hotel and Club Employe®,

Union, another panel speaker;
gave facts and figures on the ex-:
tent of discrimination against -

Negroes in the radio industry. =
“The ,blacklist against Negro'
artists, commentators and techy
nicians has always " existed,” Mr,*
Collins said in his survey of. the
industry which showed Negrpes as .
being practically .non-existent in
radio, except for a few token
orchestras and performers. ’
Other organizations representes\
in the audience were the Radid
and Television Directors Guild and
the Committee on the Negro i

the Arts. Other speakers ‘were
Ellict | Sullivan, Millard Lampell,
chairman, Hester Sondergaard,

radio actress. )

Funds were raised from ,the
audienceé for publicizing the case
of William H. Sweets by a newg
letter, . and . to_ finance . campaigi

among radio listeners.
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By BOB LAUTER * ~

ommittee for the!

e Negro people and ladxol

much discussion was centered
on censorship in the industry.
Peter Lyons, of the Radio,
Writers Guild, declared that.
this , censorship is not written,
"out or embodied in any public
documents (and he was not;dis-
cussing official bans on cursing,
* sex taboos, etc.). Lyons spoke
of the "self-c.ensorsmp" which '
- many of the radlo writers exer-
cise.

At a me_e_tmg‘ '

CONTROVERSY B&M‘NED

Arnold Perl, the \Ve].l kncmn
script writer, gave another in-
teresting example of radio’s un-
written censoxship He was «p-
ploached to.do d script- on the
Negro people and prejudtf‘a. His

;employer \vanted a. “1eal hfe

script. Perl greed to do it.

It was then decided that this
script; since it was deemed con-
tyoversial, would not open the
series of which it was a part,
but would be the third or fourth
progran.

. After that, "those in charge
‘came to Perl, agreed that the
scrlpt’ was fine, but suggested

In other words, writers for fa change. Did it’have to dedl
the industry do not write what yith the' Negro peoplé? Why
they know might offend their’ not maké it on the- problem of,

¢ employers. They see little point,
S in working on scripts which
! ; they know will never be used.

FALSE SCRIPT Ry
In niaking his point, Lyons’
described how.the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary, which spon-
sors a generally excellent. pro--
gram, The Eternal Light, asked
 him to do a script on preJuaxce
a script which would inevitably !
have to deal, in & hard-hitting
fashion, with jimcrow. o
Then he and the direct,o‘r
talked it over. They realized
that a strong, honest program
would be immediately cancelled
by the network’s Southern af-
filiates (and possibly some
| Northern ones as well). Thef\
| might get away with a .weal’
" and inherently false script —-

.ﬁ o -

which neither of them “ante(\ B

to do.
*hothing.
Lyons, in the course of his
discussion, made the important
¢ point that the trade unions in
the industry will have to take
the lead in fighting .against

They were left vylth

industry.

In all his year s of activé
leadership in the Radio Writer's
Guild, Lyons could recall only

" one practicing Negro radio
writer in Chicago, and one in
New York, neither of whom
was employed by the station or

L, Detwork. . ' -

620CTg NG

]u\ emle delmquency mstead E
t that point,” Perl bowed out.
The program finally went on
the . air. It no longer attacked
‘the’ sub]ect of the Negro people
and prejudice. It. didn't even

' deal with the problem of juve-

nile delinquency. The script
which had started out to be
something that would affect the
lives of every American, ended
'as a ptogram dealing with the

sgle and dxstnbutxon of mari-
Juana

Negro stereot d fo
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" Radio’s only adyf rule--
is their credit good'?

¢ By BOB LAUTER

A

| NEW YORK—It was recently
disclosed that the ABC network,
and stations owned by NBC and
CBS,, have signea contracts to
carry Schenley liquor advertis-
ing. Mutual hag refused liquor
advertising. Previously, no net-
work took liquor ads (other than
beers and wine), and this new
step-—which is bound to face
vocal opposition by well-organ-
1zed 'drys—reflects the - general
concern over the incr eaged diffi-
gulties in keepmg advertising
Fevenue at high lcvcls

Variety has 1eported many
other examples of the convenient
adjustment of other ethical
standards to meet the current
economic situation. Years ago
the .commércially-sponsored re-
ligious™ program was common-
place. Then it was squeezed off
the air, but now it 'is coming
back again and getting a warm
“welcome. Variety also reports
thkat generally speaking the taboo
on deodorants, medical hooks,
mail order selling, and many du-
bious prodlucts, is being lifted.

There is too much good' time
available on'networks for anyone
to be squeamish about advertis-
ing. The networks found it very
easy to maintain ethical stand-
ards as Jong ay it didn’t cost any
‘money. y ’

' ) * & 8

If you haven't: yet tuned in
Arthur Gaeth’s current series of
broadcasts from various cites
wiere he is examining the un-
employment situation, make it a
point to do so next Monday (9
pam, ABC).

In a recent broadcast from
Lawrence, Mass., Gaeth reported:

“Here in Lawrence I called at
the home of a weaver working at
Arlington, one of the Big Four|
Mills which at péak employed al-!
most 30,000 workcrs—-now they‘

/66~

'and go bargain hunting. . ..”

- o L N

™

are down to about 12,000. He's
been weaving for almost 40 yecirs,
In 1948, he drew $48 a week with
overtime sometimes $60. 'I'his
year he is on staggered emplby-
ment. working three days ond
weels, drawing $30. For one or
two weeks he draws unemploy-
ment compensation of $27. He
told me of the fear of the work-
ers. There were rumors the plant!
would close—the pressure is on
to cut wages and speed up the
work.

“How these workers are cat-
ing I learned from the plopuetov'
of a supermarket,

“In - his words: ‘It is slow u;
Lawrence. We did 310,000 a
week early this year. Now we
are doing. $2500 a week or less.
Our meat sales took the higgest
drop—fruits and certain canned
goods are down too. People are
buying bulk items: bread, pota-
toes, spaghetti—food they can fill
up on. They watch prices—let juy
know if we are off half a cent.
As for prices, some groceries are
down but meat and produce are
up—food isn’t cheaper. People
buy more and more on weekends

i
i
i

/)]
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'wo of the best old W. C. Fields comedy shorts, “The Bank
Z and “Never Give a Sucker An Even Break,” ar8 being re-

% publicity department reports that location company' ‘op-

ol 2o azine lending library for actors in cast of “Warpaint,”
in Arizona. Survey of literary preferences among Indian

te actors shows that the Apaches preferred the Atlantic

$, the white actors were mad about comic books.

* ¥ *

By THE TATTLER e of
» LET'S TRY THAT AGAIN _
HOLLYWOOD—How can one man be SO stupid
Tattler column had Clara Clemens, Mark Twain's dag
married to Leopold- Stokowski. She was married tog : / .
Gabrilowitch, a reader correctly points out, while Sy tcrtl;ellors union—the tElef.‘trlczall Trades—saw his transfer
e " -~y anti-union maneuver to get a militant trade unionist out
was married to Olga Samaroff, previous to present W 2 { 8 ranks of his active brothers. The ETU struck, and most

mpulsory arbitrati_on has always been a bugaboo to trade
Smnionists. But even under a ‘‘Socialist” government, it can work
ph% s, just been demonstrated in the case of Bert Batchellor,
t leading British electrician, whose transfer from Denham
maintenance job as the closed Shepherd’s Bush studios
t on an arbitration case.

. . s } = g% rank and filers at Denham went out in sympathy. Afterns
With New York film lab local strike in the offing, re »eks of negotiation the WTU.was persuaded to agree to arbitra-

lusi organizationg were Jast week processing as many
Exclusive [tysges prints as possible. Further, precedents Were  mg chair the committee, the N
being established in Hollywood for increasing numnber of prints oovernment named "Tom b6
made here (previously confined only to those used on West Coast). O’Brien, Labor MP and Social- b7cC
. .. ILGWU, through a dummy buyer, hag purchased radio sta= pemocratic head of NATKE
tion KWIK (AM and FM) for $40,000 at bankruptcy sale. ILGWU (IATSE equivalent). Red-bait-
also reported to own KFMY here and saveral other local stations that he is, O’Brien proceeded to
around the country. The union e i duugssyall his influence to get the
is seeking to change station’s B Mmﬁtee to decide in the em-
call letters to KFDR. . . . < pdadonsis favor, to agree that the
TECHNIQUES' Fox is about amployer has the rlght to dis-
to put big-screen television.in § posegfsany worker whose pres-
a selected group of 25 theaters ¥ onch’ Might cause dissidence.
from San Diego north to Santa 07w Batchellor can be trans-
Barbara. Operation will .be dr fired—the union has
ready this winter. If success- D recourse and has jeoy®"
ful, it cuts down need for mo- A1 possible popular support
tion pictures in theaters since v extension of its original

special news events will sup- ~onomic action. , /
R, T
V

plant films for parts of the fro-
grams. . . .
Variety gulps again

Daily Variety which has been
sneering every time USSR
claims its scientists and inven-
tors were first in some partic-
ular field, got suprise of its life
when it discovered that expert
Philo T. Farnsworth says, in
“The Story of Television,” by
George Evenson, ‘“The first
really halfway practical ap-
proach to television was in
1884, when a Russian named

A (& N
Nipkov, working in Berlin, took ' DAILY PEO.'!?LE 'S WORLD
out ;a patent on the scanning - W. C. FIELDS : San Francisco,/Calif.
disc. In his apparatus, he used « . two of: the best Dated

" a rapidly revolving disc with minute holes along the outer edges Cli > 5
to accomplish the scanning.” Adds Variety: “Progess was the Clippedat,
basisf of all TV developments, the book points out.”
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.| sponse’ to

|ips H. Lord agency had forced

By LYN PEDERSEN

SAN FRANCISCO — In re-
“red-purge’ Tumors
following the Wm. Sweets resig-

| pation as director of a pair of |

mystery shows (Gangbusters and
Counterspy) the radio .unions
arﬁd guilds have appointed 2
joint committee to probe and
combat any actual use of a
“placklist” by the agencies.
Contracts for most of the big
time radio shows come through
the “huckster” agencies, which in
many cases take charge of all
steps in the production of a show.
Alleged pressure from the Phil-

the Sweets resignation, apparent-
1y because of his refusal to take
a Taft-Hartley loyalty oath
when he was president of the

i ;
(",," ~

Radio in rzeiew

THERE'S TROUBLE IN

Radio Directors’ Guild. Upshot

-

of it.is the fear that the agen-
cies are planning to dispose of
all persons suspected of any
slightly progressive inclinations.
*

* ®

PLENTY OF DOUGH .
FCC sez: In a typical 1948
week, 1789 AM stations, along
with seven national and regional
networks shelled out over three
million of those green things to
a payroll of almost 40,000 per-
sons. . . . The revamping of the
National Assn. of Broadcasters
still sounds like so much blah
o us; however, it seems that the
big boys who run the NAB have
finally been pressured into rec-
ognizing the existence of video
and FM; although we doubt if
this will: benefit the audience in
either- of those media. The flur-
ry stems largely from the econ-

RADIOLAND

! I

! |
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omy-minded boys \now they get .
around these days) who cut off
10 percent of the NAB budget.,
despite the piling on of “new

gervices.” . . .

\BC, having suffered an exo-
dus of galactic figures to COBS,
plans to bring the “human equa-
tion” (get that one!) into its
relations with top talent. No
more of this purely cash mexus
stuff. So they tee off by ban-
quets and such for Dennis Day.
In Boston, a blowout for the
singer even drew an Archbishop
for the feed. . . . Yo

| MORGAN ROLLS Y

~Texace budget chopping dro
Milton Berle from air, but 1
video show going strong—fing
cially, that is. . - - Henry M

stands number seven

gan
Hooperrate. . - - After all
NBC's hypocritical bally!

about keeping mystery shows
the air till the kiddies are saf
in bed, they've booked T
YOUR FBI for 8:30 p.m. ]
days. . - - Summer Slump -
it radio stations in Misse
put bad—or are they just :
ting ready for the budget
NY ©Post owner Dort
¥ 'Yl
Schiff (who recently jilted
husband when he came out
wallace) is up 2 trec tryin

NY indie, WMCA (a pioneer
in dropping jimcrow bars) plans
a nitely give-away show for
those midnite hours in the me-’
topolis. Any woman who can get
her foot into a glass slipper in &,
sponsor’s store will be  eligible
for a quiz fonecall, which gives
her a chance for the usual jack-

unload the radio stations she
bought (KYA included).
ner Brothers had made 3
to take a Hollywood video st
off her- hands till the

threatencd anti-trust pro'
fngs. So WB has backed out
the has to pay them $950.0

pot of glamorous do-dads. . - -
Bars are down for whisky ads.
Bioff agency signs Schenley ads
with all networks except Mutual- |
Don Lee. FCC may howl, but the |
“Drys” are sure, to. . .

Add to ABC, NBEC, CBS and
Mutual a new “mail-order net-
“work” which “cans’ -prograris
(comrpercials included) and
mails ' them out to stations on
their list, with proviso that sta-
tions take at least five hours
weekly. This outfit seems to be
godsired by Mutual. . . . Burl
Tves fills the Winchell spot for,
the summer—Sundays at 6 on
KGO and at 8:30 on KGO and
KFRC. ... ABC estimates that
Americans have 79 million radios.
. .. Speculation that FCC head,

: . : N Wayne Coy, may be angling'fox:
Here is Moscow, USSR. in a festive mood. The decora- Undersecretaryship of State. . ...
tions are for the 800th anniversary of the founding of oe
the city—reported in the documentary short now showing ‘
with “Without Prejudice” at the Rio theater in. San &
- S __Frandisco. '
e PR This is a_cd
© Page
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addition to selling the st@
in a hurry. And they say
puyer’s market In those
these days._. .
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’Amund the Dial:

Dissenting 0pmmns On
Corwm *s ‘Citizen of Warld :

By Bob Lauter

A number of people have writ-
tenten or spoken to meNgbout my
recent review of Norman’

/ new documentary, Citizen\of the
¢ {World (WCBS). The consensus of |{

ORinion was that the review treat-
ed Citizen of the World in far too
kind) a manner.

Oné correspondent  reported
many UN agencies, the Soviet
Union has withdrawn from some
of these very agencies, alleging in-
efficiency and a do-nothing policy.

The ‘sharpest criticism came
from a correspondent who . sug-
gested that I had been taken in
by the documentary. The Corwin
work was, in his opinion, nothing
more than a build-up for the fam-
ous point four of the Truman pro-
gram, an effort to present a slick
imperialist. project in the guise of
a non-political and “humanitarian”
program.

The ~ unanimity of reaction
among readers who heard the
Corwin ' documentary  convinces

me that my <treatment of it was

NOT RE HDED
WESEP 131949

that although Corwin glorified,

Al

superficial, and divorced from the
general social and-political context
in which it was presented.

*
I HAVE RECEIVED. a few let-
ers in connection with another
column. in which L alleged that
quiz shows invited no Negro con-
testants, and I remarked further
that “it is possible that there may
have been isolated instances in
which Negroes were contestants
on such shows.” -

Since then I have been informed
of two cases in which Negroes did
win Jlarge prizes. Both cases,
however, were those of shows in
which the contestants wefe con-
tacted by telephone and were not
in the studio audience. In such
cases, 'the contestants are _chosen
“blind” from an assortment of tel-
ephone books. (Incidentally, even
the method of choosing contest-
ants from telephone books is dis-
criminatory since the Negro people
have a lower percentige of tele-
phone subscribers than the nation-
al average),

In shows in which contestants

b6
b7C
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are chosen from the studio audi-

ence, every inquiry convinces me -

that such discrimination deﬁmtely
exists.
- *

SECRETARY OF COM-

MERCE Charles Sawyer is coop-
erating with NBC in a series of
five special programs devoted to
public discussion of the current
business situation. This is evident-
ly Mr. Sawyer’s.way of saying that
unemployment and the threat of
crisis is no longer a matter that
can be given the silent treatment.

The. series, to be presented on
the University of Chicago Round

Table, will be heard on Saturdays, -

4:30 p.m., WNBC, starting [uly
30. Under the general title, How’s
Business, the broadcasts will dis-
cuss the following questions:
“Will business get better or
worse?”; “What should we do to
expand business activity?”; “Wkat
future for the small business-
man?”; “World trade and the "Brit-
ish Crisis”; and “How can Amqn-
can Business speed ‘econOmic pro-
fress abroa
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‘" .Commies Push’|
\/  Drive to Hold
Air Radio Rule|

By FREDERICK WOLTMAN, |
World-Telegram Staff Writer. g

An organized campaign‘ to keep was identified as a member of the
the airwaves safe for Communism|Communist party in a Washington |

was under way today in the radio- State legislative inquiry.

’ A message of greeting was read
~ television industry. from Norman Corwin, CBS scriot
writer and veteran Communist fel-
low traveler, who at present holds|
a post in the radio division of the
United Nations information de-
partment, - Y

It was started last night by two
Communist fronts which combined
to map out a program for pres-
suring the networks, agencies and

broadcast sponsors against drop-{ . S b6
ping Commun%sts ang- lCon;n}lfmisg T 9 ¢ N b7C
sympathizers from their staffs o Y 70 ' .
actors,” writers and producers. g %o A
Centers Around Director. e~ AN \} s
Aimed at an alleged industry| J'z #td?” gyl .

blacklist, the drive centers around
‘the case of William M, Sweets,
pro-Communist
who says he was forced to resign
after producing General Foods’

“Gangbusters” -and Pepsi-Cola’s

«Counterspy” for six years.

The organizing meeting was
staged in the Hotel Abbey by the
so-galled Voice of Freedom\Com-
mittee and the National Council
of Arts, Sciences and Professions.

Chain Letters Asked.

Speaker after speaker drew a

parallel between the Sweets case’ 2

and that of the 10 Hollywood writ-
ers and directors who were dis-;
charged after refusing to tell a:
Congressional committee whether!
they were members of ‘the Com-:
munist party. i

J .
They also called for a boycott of :

General Foods and Pepsi-Cola. Al
resolution was passed urging every- |
one present to write letters to the
sponsors and to start chain letters
to their friends, urging them to
flood the two companies with com-
plaints.

Heretofore, VOF has concen-
trated on trying to keep Johannes
Steel, pro-Soviet propagandist, on
the air as a commentator. Its
principal promotion has come
from the Communist party’s Daily
Worker. VOF says it has 2000
monitors ready to put the heat on
the networks and the Federal
Communications Commission
against programs they don’t.like.

“A Soundingboard.”

? The National Council, foremost
Red front in the cultural arena,
* put over the Cultural Conference
fbr World Peace in the Waldorf-
4#toria last March. The State D¢
partment termed it a soundip
-, board for Communist propagan,
2 The frontal attack by these °

¢ 74«
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July 18 that broadcasting had|

finally become afflicted with the
headache of Red infiltration.

Radio and industry executives,
it said, were becoming acutely
aware of charges that Communists
and fellow travelers were coloniz-
ing certain areas of the business.
No evidence of a blacklist was
found.

Worker Hails Affair,

Last night’s affair was hailed
by the Daily Worker.

The Communists’ official mouth-
piece declared it “will have spe-
cial signifincance, since it is prob-
ably the first time that radio ar-
tists and radio listeners have
joined together to tackle industry
problems.” -

Its chairman was Millard Lamp-|.
bell, sponsor of many Communist
fronts, including the party’s 1947
May Day parade, People’s Songs
and the Civil Rights Congress,
legal defense arm of the Commu- i
nist party. He belonged to the ad- |-
visory council of the now-defunct|
People’s Radio Foundation which |
the party organized to get a foot-
hold in broadcasting.

Besides Mr. Sweets, the speak-
ers included Charles A. Collins,
Communist trade unionist who
was expelled from the AFL Cen-
tral Trades and Labor Council last|
year as a Red follower; and John
T. McManus, president of the New
York Newspaper Guild until voted
out of office in an election that
rid the Guild of a pro-Communist
leadership. :

Party Line Greetings.

Another speaker was the actress,
Hester Sondergaard, wife of
former Rep. Hugh DeLacey, who'

-
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AGAINST REACTION IN RADIO L

- ANTI-PURGEDRIVE QUTLINED

N

l By HAROL CRUSE

! NEW YORK— ‘One hundred
, and fifty representatives of radio
{ unions, organizations, and listen-
'ing audience met some days ago
_to discuss and wnap out a pro-
gram to involve the public in a
.ca.mpa.xgn against the purg-
1ing of progressives in the radio
|industry.

| sSpbnsored by the X{oice  of
'Freedqin g0 an e
]radlo-televismn division of the
National Council of the Arts,
Sciences and Professions, the
main discussion centered around
!the recent firing of William .
‘JBiveets, television director and

/) former president of the Radio
'and Television Directors Guild.

/| Sweets, a longtime director of

i lthe Gangbusters and Counterspy
programs, was present at the
meeting as the principal speaker.
He told of some of the events
leading up to his firing by the
network, which ended temporar-
ily his 25-year career in radio.

| WELL-PLANNED"*
{ “That the firing of progres-
sives in radio is aimed at the
uniens is obvious,” said Mr.
Sweets, pointing out that such
firings always precede contract
negotlat!ons with . the studio
bosses ‘as in the case of the Hol-
lywood Ten, where the studio
,owners and the Un-American
‘Committee were aiming at the
ifilm unions under cover of ‘anti-
communism.”

Sweets revealed that the net-
work informed him that an ad-

vertising agency had insisted on
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against the longtime tradition
which permits radio programs
and broadcasts to exist under the
practical domination of private
business, whose only interest is
to sell products.

“The air belongs to thé peo-
ple,” he declared, “and the »prac-
tice of selling airtime t3 tho
powerful business interests has
made it impossxble for organiza-
tions like trade unions, churches,
etc.,, to have access to the air-
waves.”

Mr. McManus pointed out fur-
ther that FM (frequency modu-
lation) which wasg at one time
hailed as the last remaining out-

X let for organizations to gain air-

MILLARDM AMPELL
Y the panel

DI

his dismissal before they would
consent to renewal of their con-
tract with the network.. Mr.
Sweets had ' refused to resign
after being told that because he

sponsored the Peace Conference
at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel last
March, a May Day parade, and
had spoken at a meeting of a
woman’s organization, his “po-
litical opinions” .were no longer

in agreement with the policies ot
the network,
John McManus, -editor ot

the Natiofihl Gudardian, and one
of the panel speakers, spoke out

time, has also been monopolized
by big busingss. w ®

CharMns vice-pretient,
Local / Hotel and Clutﬁ\ Em-
ployes Union, another ‘panel
speaker, gave facts and ficures;
on the extent of discrimination!
against Negroes in the radio in-|
dustry. ’
FEW NEGROES ,

“Job discrimination against
Negro artists, commentators and
technicians has always existed,”,
Mr. Collins said in his survey of'
the industry which showed “Ne-!
groes as being practically mnon-,
existent' in radio, except for a
few token orchestras and per-:
formers,

Other organizations represent-
ed in the audience were therRa-
dio and Television Dire,c;\tqr,s,
Guild and thg#ommittee'on the

Negro in the Args. Other speak-
ers were Elli

ullivan, Mil Td
Lampell, chairman, Heste: XSon-

dergaard, radio actress.
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT
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FiLe no. 100=15558
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CHARACTER OF CASE
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syNopsisoF FACTs: Subject operates shoe shine pdrldr and Secdnd hand
}1’0 ore, 621 East 63rd Street, Chicago, Illinois.
b2 _subject is a member of the 6th Ward

b7D Branch, Commnist Partg. Registered for Selactive
~“Service with Local Board Number 62, New York City.

~P-

DETAILS: At Chicago, Illinois

) is predicated upon information received from |
: fidential Informant who furnished information stating that the |
/ subject was a member o e 6th Ward Branch of the Southside Section of the

Commnist Party, m‘w book #938, dated June 29, 1943. .
‘ . sSle
OCCUPATION: 4 /7= ' |
7

S , : ,
According to ~i7§epqx't. of investigation conducted by Officerl_t_'____|
[ __lof the Chicago Police Department, dated May 13, 1944, the subject"
operates a second hand shoe and shoe shining parlor at 621 East 63rd Street,

Chiocago, I1linoise

This investi

SELECTIVE SERVICE STATUS:

The subject is registered for Selective Service with Local Board
Number 62, New York City, order number 11792 His present classification is
< 4~H, .The address giveti“a’tg;ghe time of his/registration was 475 West 152nd
Street, New York;,ggﬂ.é The gdbject's age/at the time of registration was
- 40 yearse ‘o, |, broo 4 5 :
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Chicago File # ' . '
' . . b7C
CREDIT AND CRIMINAL RECGRD

Special Agent| —bantacm mna Reports, Incorporated,
with negetive reaults. - :

There is no record of any arrests of the aub:leot at the Bureau of
Criminal Information and Statistics of the Chicago Police Department,

) The Industrial Dat.ail has the following information on THEOL WARD
of Chicagor "THEODORE WARD, Chicago = (Communist) 1936, Spoke ‘at mass [ ting
held in Good Shepherd Congregational Church, 5800 Prairie:Avenue, 3=8-38,"

There was no record of the subject at tha Labor Detaile
BACKGROUND = '

When visiting the subject'!'s shos shine parlor as a customer, the
writer observed a stack of about twelve to fifteen apparently unread and
*  apparently recent editions of "Th er?, At the time the subject had
. ~attached to one wall a large placard announcing the "Americans All Rally =
for Victory & Security" to be held at Orchestra Hall, Monday, May.29th at
7330 pem. under the auspices of the International Workers Order, 166 West
Jackson Boulevards The speakers for this rally were announced as BARNET HODES,
Corporation Counsel; Honorable MICHAEL J. QUILL,.Councilman, New York City;
. Reverend ADAM CLAYTON POWELL, Jre, Abyssinian Baptist Church; JOSEPH MARTINEK,
Czechoslovak National Council of America; THOMAS L., SLATER, Chicago Federation
of Labor; and PEARL PRIMUS -~ Danseuse, National Group Choral Societies, as
entertainment, Subject was also distributing postcard size copies of this
placard, one of which was obtained by the writer.

By letter dated November 4, 1943, the New York Office made available
the official mailing list of subscribers to the M"Daily Worker" in the Chicago
area, current as of September 1, 1943, This list was stated to have been:

. obtained from reliable and confidential sourcese  The list contained the
follmling ®TED WARD, 621 East 63rd Street, Chicago 37, Illinois",

- No deacription of the Qﬁb_,iéct is available 2 exnept that he was 1.0
"years of age when he registered for Selective Service and is a Negro.

\‘ andl Igave both been contaoted with negative results con~
" cerning the subjecte :

b2 ' ) : ; =
P70 . wPENDING- e
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Chicago File #
100=-15558

UNDEVELOPED LEADS:

The New York Field Division:
At New York City will ‘conduct investigation concerning the backe
ground and activities of this subject while subjeet was a resident of New
York Citw.

Wil contact Selective Service Board Nurber 62, New York City,
and secure all information on file conceming subjccte

«PENDING=
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ADMINSTRATIVE PAGE

The information attributed to Confidential Informant
y be found in Serial 64 of Section I of New Yo
ile No. 100=-26603. ‘
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CiICAGO ILLINOIS 2-;-53 %3/;%’§§’ Sgii'l tmt
p—— T ‘ . i 17-1 52 1 / 6 CHARACTER OF CASE ,, =~ . v v,
| 2 7’19 i NSNS ATTER = C
|\ JANE TWEODORF WARD, wa ‘ ITY MATTER - C
\ e Ward HEBL fﬁ/&fdﬁ n : '
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1 o .'x Chicago Council of Arts, Sciences and’

/ SYNOPSIS OF FACTS

" WARD presenﬁly»residing at Huntington,
Long Island, New York. - Illinois informafits

- report. WARD's activities in Chdicago, Illi-
nois, as follows: WARD allegedly nember

' Sth Ward Club, Communist Party, in 1945; -
WARD recruited individual into Communist

~Party in 194l ; WARD appeared on' list of*
signers of- Comiunist Party Election Péti-
tion in 19)0;- WARD was a. contact of the
Abraham Lincoln School in 1945; WARD
attended fund raising meeting of the

Professions in March, 1952, and is alleged-
1y a member of the organization, WARD
. menber of the Civil Rights Congress in
v July, 1952, . No criminal record for WARD
. - at Chicago, Illlnois. . g

:)15;; g ’ ks 3 ¢ - AR
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PROPERTY OF FBI——-Thls confldentlal report and its contents are loaned to you by the FB\I and are not to be
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DETAILS:

"~ BACKGROUND -

Former Employment

. T-1, of known reliabillty, another government
agency which conducts personnel and intelli-
gence investigations in the Chicago area

This inforwant advised on Apfil 6, 1952, that WARD was a
negro playwrite and had written two plays in conjunction with
National Negro History Week, -which plays were presented at

the 1lth ofreet Ihedter in Chicago on.February 26, 1952, and

were entitled "Throwback" and "Whole Hog Or Nothing".

Residence

T-2, of known reliability
This informant advi ] presently residing at b6
the summer home of at Glen Na Little Trail, b7C
Harbor Heights, Huntington, Long Island, New York.
Fomer Residence

T-3, of known reliability
This informant advised on QOctober 2, 1952, that WARD formerly
resided at 113 West Elm Street, Chicago, Illinois, during
1951 and left in October, 1952,
Criminal Record .
The records of the Bureau of Records and Communications, .
Chicago Police Departasent, were reviewed October 20, 1952, R
by SE| ‘land failed to reflect any record -

for WARD. et

-
g

Identification Record

~

The following is the Identification Record for TED WARD, .~ -

Vg

FBI No, 210905B dated November 7, 1952: L

.
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Contributor of! Namé and Number ' Arrested or'Charge'Disposition

Fingerprints ! : ! Received !
Army Ted Ward 10/7/22
' #6 670 135 Watervliet

Arsenal NY

- CONNECTIONS WITH THE COMMUNIST PARTY

The Communist Party, USA, has been 01ted by the Attorney
General, pursuant to Executive Order 9835, as a subversive
organization which seeks to alter the form of government of
the United States by un-constitutional meanss«

T-l, of known reliability .

This informant advised on May 22, 1945, that TED WARD, 362L%
Lake Park Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, was a member of the 6th
Ward Club of the Coumunist Party and had Communist Party Card

"~ No. 59770,

This. inforuant advised on Mav 26. 19, that TEn WARD recruited ©°©
into the  ®’C

TOTMUITIS T rarcy on or aoouv NMay o, 1900,
\-—-..__g_,___.,;., - Ty Mmﬁﬂ

T-5, of known reliability

2

Tnis informant advised in February, l9u5, that THEODORE WARD,
Chicago Peoples Theater, was, included in a group of indivi-
duals regarded as contacts of the South Side Council, Comiwu=
nist Political Association, District No. 8.

-6, of known reliability

This informant advised in 1948 that JANES WARD, 65& East L3rd-
Street,Chicago, Illinols, appeared in a list of signers of

the Commun1st Party Election Petition for the State of .
Illinocis in 1940, ] T

T-7, of known reliability

This informant advised on November 9, 194, that WARD attended

-
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an executive meeting of the 6th Ward Club, Communist Party,
on November 9, 19444, at Chicago, Illinois

This informant further advised on November 30, 1944 that WARD
attended a regular meeting of the 6th ward Club on November

30, 19h4k.
ATTENDANCE AT COMMUNIST PARTY SCHOOLS

Abraham Lincoln School

The Abraham Lincoln School, Chicago, Illinois, has been ci ted
by the Attorney General, pursuant to Executive Order 9835, as
a Communist 6rganization. .

-8, of known reliability
Tis informant advised on January‘19, 1945, that WARD.spoke
with| |at the Abraham Lincoln School. s

It is to be noted that the 19LL-U5S catalog of the Abraham -
Lincoln School lists sl |and ’ b6

ol b7C

his informant advised on February 12, 1945, tnatl
| contacted WARD regerding a discussion panel to be eld

T-9, of known reliability

2t the school., It is noted that the spring session 194l
catalog of the Abraham Lincoln School reflected that WARD
was the Peoples Art Program Director. :

\  NMISCELLANEQUS

Modern Book Store

T&Oz Supra ‘ » o 7

This infor.ant advised on August 23, 194l;, that the lodern .
Book Store in Chic ago .is the propaganda outlet for the Commu- /’
nist Party in the Chic ago area. ‘

-4 -
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T-11, &upfa ' ‘ IR ' b7C

T.is informant advised in harch, 1941, that an individual named
who was unknown to the informsnt, was talking wi

~ |of tihie Modern Book Store. told

| that ne had a friend named JAMES WARD in Mexico CitTy who
“was organizing negroes down there. asked | |
to take a letter to WARD who 'is well known around Mexican
Communist Party Headquarters.

T-l4 further advised that| “]is a. member of '2;21 '
District No. 8, of the Commufiist Party. T N e/ L

S

Chicago Council of Afts, Sciences and Professions

- T-12, of known reliabllity

This informant advised on Narch 6, 1952, that the Chicago
Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions 1s-an affiliate of
the National Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions.

The National Council of Arts; Sciences and Professions was
cited as a Communist front by the Congressional Committee on
Un-American Activities, April 26, 1950.

T-10 advised on May 9, 1952, that WARD was included among a
list of both members and individuals interested in the Chicago
Council of Arts, Sciences and Professions for 1951 and 1952.

™13, of known-reliabiligl

Mis informant advised on March 19, 1952, that WARD attended
a meeting tuv raise funds for the Chicago Council of Arts,
Sciences and Professions on March 15, 1952, at 5464 South
Harbor, Chicago, Illinois. This informant advised that at
this meeting WARD became very vociferous and did everything
short of nreaching armed revolution.

T-1, Supra I

This informant advised on April 6, 1952, that on the evening ~
of February 26, 1952, two plays were presented at the 11th
Street Theater, Chicago, Illinois, which were sponsored by .
the Committee For the Negro in tae Arts and the Chicago Council -
of Arts, Sciences and Professions. THEO™ORE WARD was the o
author of these plays. :

1
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Civil Rignts Congress

The Civil Rights Congress has been cited by the Attorney
General, pursuant to Executive Order 9835, as a Communist
organization.

T-1ly, of known reliability

Tis infor.ant advised on July 22, 1952, that WARD was a
member of the Civil Rights Congress as of July 16, 1952.

-RUC -

- B -



	Ward_Theodore_051
	Ward_Theodore_052
	Ward_Theodore_053
	Ward_Theodore_054
	Ward_Theodore_055
	Ward_Theodore_056
	Ward_Theodore_057
	Ward_Theodore_058
	Ward_Theodore_059
	Ward_Theodore_060
	Ward_Theodore_061
	Ward_Theodore_062
	Ward_Theodore_063
	Ward_Theodore_064
	Ward_Theodore_065
	Ward_Theodore_066
	Ward_Theodore_067
	Ward_Theodore_068
	Ward_Theodore_069
	Ward_Theodore_070
	Ward_Theodore_071
	Ward_Theodore_072
	Ward_Theodore_073
	Ward_Theodore_074
	Ward_Theodore_075
	Ward_Theodore_076
	Ward_Theodore_077
	Ward_Theodore_078
	Ward_Theodore_079
	Ward_Theodore_080
	Ward_Theodore_081
	Ward_Theodore_082
	Ward_Theodore_083
	Ward_Theodore_084
	Ward_Theodore_085
	Ward_Theodore_086
	Ward_Theodore_087
	Ward_Theodore_088
	Ward_Theodore_089
	Ward_Theodore_090
	Ward_Theodore_091
	Ward_Theodore_092
	Ward_Theodore_093
	Ward_Theodore_094
	Ward_Theodore_095
	Ward_Theodore_096
	Ward_Theodore_097
	Ward_Theodore_098
	Ward_Theodore_099
	Ward_Theodore_100

