CHICACO FILE #100-4092
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and was &t one time a member of the Upper Harlem Section of the
Communist Party. :

SCOTTSBORO DEFENSE--~The informant last mentioned in the report states,
T met LOULIS. THOMPSON durine the Scottsboro campaign, She was gjoing
to Washington, D Ce with girl in the Scottsboro case,

| mother of one of the Scottsboro boys, and a

Targe delegation consisting mostly of Communists, That was during

the summer of 1933." Confidential informant L whose identity is
known to the Bureau, advises thet subject was a member of the sponsoring
committee of the Scottsboro Defense, 112 East 19th Street as of

October, 1937,

SPANISHI LOYALISTS--According to confidentisl informant sub ject
spoke at the llovember, 1937, convention of the I. L. D held at
Younsstown, Ohio, on behalf of the Loyalists'interest in the Spanish
Civil Wer, 7This informent is in possession of a circular amnouncing

a mass meeting for November 5, 1937, at Teorge Hall, 1513 Quarry
Avenue, Northwest, Grand Rapids, Michigan, and for November 2, 1937,

at 188 West Nandolph Street, Chicago, Tllinois, The circular announces
that LOUISE THOMPSON would speak, The circulers. are headed, "I Sew
Spain",

TYIRD WARD PEOPLE'S LEGISLATIVE COMFERENCE--On 2/3/43 Bureau informant

ydvised that subject attended a mseting of the Third Ward Peonle's
ozislative Conference held at 1:00 P,il, on that date at 1520 South
Parkway.

YORKERS SCHOOL--3ureau informant No.  |on 8/11/42 reported that

subject, a member of the Board of Directors of the Workers School,

was at a meeting of the Board held at the school at 8:00 P.:l. on

that date. On 3/16/42 confidential informant| | reported that subject
was a member of the Board of Directors of the Workers School. A copy

of the schedule of instructors at the Chicago Workers School for the

fall term, October 6 to December 20, 1941, lists LOJYSE THOUPSON as
instructor in "Tundamental Principles of Cormunism".

3

In this connection it is well to note that subject's husband, WILLIAY
L. PATTERSON, is assistent director of the Abraham Lincoln School,
whioch has supnlanted the Workers School in Chicaze.

PENDIUNG
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CHICAGO FILE #100-4092

UNDEVEILCPED LEADS

The CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION:

At Chicago, Illinois

. Will obtain complete arrest record of subject,

Will continue to follow and report subject’s activities in Chicego
and viecinity.

PENDING
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b2 . CHICAGO FILE #100-4092
b7D
Referral/Direct

SOURCES OF INTORMATION

[]

Dureau letter dated 7/10/42 entitled "COMMUNIST PARTY, U. S. A,
DISTRICT WO. 8, CHICAGO FIFLD DIVISION, which contributes the
information to a confidsential informant of the Bureau without
assigning a number to the informent.
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I__mm_u_ug;latmhed & copy of the report of Special

hgent dated tay 29, 1943 at Chioago, Illinois, in

the case antitled "irs. #illiem L. Petterson, with allases, Internal

Sesurity - C, Custodisl Tetention”. 7This report is also a summary

of the !nvestization conducted and information received relative to

the Commynist activities of ¥rs. Patterscn. It is requssted that

she slsu e considered for custodial detention at this time.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
¥Form No. 1
THIS case oriGINATED AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS FiLe no. 1004092
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE ‘ CVEHRIL:OND:"ggE . REPORT MADE BY
&gfcmo ILLINOIS /=343 | 1/5/43 | RJS 1RMS
/A TITLE % PA’ITmSON’ '1th a sea : CHARACTER OF CASE
X Mrs . atterson, Mrs,,Louise*Thurman, INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Louise hanpson, nee Louidé¥Tolls CUSTODIAL DETENTTION

\

y svn‘iofsls OF FACTS:

REFERENCE:

DETAILS:
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Subject presently residing at 5341 South
Maryland Avemue, Chicago, Illinois. Fur-| [ & {Y/; ©3
ther information relative to subject's

relations in Communist Party, District

No. 8 set out. !

- P et oY

o .

Report of 8pecial Agent dated at -+ =%
Chicago, Illinois 5/29/43. : - ' DS,
At Chicego, Tllinois: TE s ZET
oo

' ov

confidential Informant whose identity is - 5ouk

known to the Bureaweports that subject and her
husband, WILLIAM L. P~TTERSON, Assistant Tirector
of Abraham Lincoln School, are now residing at 5341
South Maryland Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.

Hereafter set out is additional information relative
to subject's associations with the Communist Party o
and other activities which supplements that contained . . =
in the reference report. -

On February 25, 1943, Bureau Informant advised -~
that subject spoke at a meeting of the District

Committee of the Communist Party for District No. 8

on February 21, 1943. S

COPIES DESTIOVRE game Informant reported that on February 28, 1943

211 AUG 22 1958 subject,.ittendod a party sponsored-by the Young
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Chicago File No. 100-4092

Communist League at 5525 North Broadway in honor of
| |of the Communist Party.

On May 22, 1942, Bureau Infcrmant No.[:::]advised that subject attended a
BROWDER Birthday Party held at the Hamilton Hotel on May 20, 1942

On April 30, 1942 Bureau Informant No. Ldvised that subject was Secre-
tary of the Chicago Committee to Free EARL BROWDER.

Same Informant on April 4, 1942 advised that subject attended a meeting of
the Central Committee of the Communist Party held on April 4, 1942 at 188
West Randolph Street, Chicago.

On March 27, 1942, Bureau Informant No reported that subject was

calling numerous members of the Central Committee of the Communist Party b7C
by phone to induce them to attend a meeting to be held at the Skyline Club, b2
188 West Randolph on March 27, 1942. 57D

On March 2, .1942, Bureau Informant dyi that on that date, sub-

ject attended a farewell party for  jat] |
Chicagoj__—:lis reported to have been closely identified with the

Communist Party and Workers School in Chicago.

on December 6, 1941, Bureau Informant No, 'advised that subject spoke
at the Midwest Council of An Anti-Hitler Group's meeting held at the La 3alle
lotel on December 4, 1941.

On December 13, 1941, Bureau Informant No.[:::]reported that subject was in

attendance at a meeting of the American Youth Congress and the Young Communist
League held at the }Midland Hotel in Chicago on that day,

On November 14, 1941/ advised Special Agent
and| | sﬁBjEEt‘iaE‘E‘ﬁEmLer of the National Committee of the
International Labor Defense. ‘

On Jund/lZ, 1941, Confidential Informant No.[:]reported that subject gave
of Communist Party Headquarters a list of the 201 members who
had joined the International Workers Order since the previous May 15;

"Fraternal Outlook® for June and July, 1940 listed the National Offjigers
of the TWO for the 1938-1940 period and includes the name of LOUISEAMIOMPSON
as Recording Secretary.
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Chicago File No. 100-4092

A bulletin entitled, "March to Freedom" distributed at a Festival sponsored
by the INO at the Ashland Auditorium in Chicago on May 15, 1943 carries

a picture of LOUISE THOMPSON as District President of the IMidwest District
of the IWO., Photostatic copies of this picture have been made and are
being placed in the 1-4& Serial of subject's file.

- PENDING -




Chicago File No. 100=4092

UNDEVELOPED LEAD

CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION: At Chicago, Illinois will obtain complete arrest
record of subject and will continue to follow and report subject's activities
in Chicago and vicinity.

- PENDING -




Chicago File No. 1004092

CONFIDENTIAL INFCRMANT

Confidential Informant No.[lj.s the Informant to which the inf
out in this report was attributed in the report of

ormation set
dated 6/28/41

appearing in Chicago File No. 100-125-846.
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July 2, 1943
BEonIoTiTTo %1955 %
_ Special Agent in Charge o mil""‘“;f BY.2 ')JJ"'L\.‘“‘ v
g Chicago, Illinois N T /ﬁf

RE: CUSTODIAL DETENTION

=]

Dear Sir:

Please be advised that a custodial detention card has been
prepared at the Bureau, captioned as {ollows:

PATTERSON RS. WILLIAM L, NATIV: BORN COMMUNIST
nee Lo 1le -

with aliases: Mrs, lLouise
““Pattergon, Mrs. Loulse™Murman,

Louise *Thompson

Vincennes Hotel
601 E. 36th Street
Chicago, Illinois (Res.)

The above caption should be checked immediately for accuracy
against the information contained in your files, and the Bureau should
Mr. Tolsbe_informed of any discrepancies. You will prepare without delay a
Mr. E, A5"Txofdl white card captioned as above and raflscting your investigative
Mr. Cleggage file number for filing in your Confidential Custodial Detention Card
Mr. CnffFyle. In the event the above caption is not correct, the card you .
Mr. Glavprepare should be correctly capticned, aud the Bureau should be informed /

Mr. Laddpf the correct caption. %/
Mr. Nichols ) /00 4&77 -
Mr. Rosen The caption of the card prepared and filed 1n your Office -

Mr. Traemugt be kept current at all times and the Buresau imme tely edyised of

Mr. Acermpy changes made therein in that connection,

Mr- GRTRIENGATIONS SECTION Mol ML e
Mr. Hmbom G Very truly yours -
Mr .’ BrudoM AV ED ¥ ,
Mr, Muu Inrd { .
T e e G V.
ir. ann Tamm_ . ;*)
N E%”‘“ BUREAU UF f\wzsr‘%mm i DR
SOTPRRTMENT OF JusTice | | o C./
hu Gandy ] John Edgar Hoover :av .
Y v/ . LR '\?r
SIS SR : w . Director L
foa b W S\




FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THis case oricinaTep ar CHICAGO, ILLINOIS FiLe no.  100-4092
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR
WHICH MADE
CHICAGO, ILIINOIS 10/22/4% 9/14/4% RIS :mf
TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE
MRS. WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, was. INTERNAL SECURTTY (C)

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Results of examination of arrest records of Chicago rolice
Depariment set out., Subject continues to be active in
Communist Party and as Midwest Director of the Interna-
tional Workers Order in Chicago., OSubject Leader in Daily
Worker Press Fund Drive in Chicago and vieinity.

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent Chieago,
Tliinois dated July %3, 1943

DeTAT LS: At Chicago, Illinois.

A news letter issued by the Daily Worker and worker Drive
Committee, 208 North Wells, Chicago, dated June 14, 1945 reveals that subject
attended the Victory Press Conference heid at the Hamilton Hotel on June 6,
1943 for the purpose of instituting a drive for increasing the circulation
of the Daily Worker in the Chicago area. In this news letter the following
statement is attributed to her:

"The*’PQily liorker over the years has been the champion of all
national groupa and of Negro rights."

Y ‘The Daily Worker for May 30, 1943, page 5, column 4, reports

) subject as s%ﬁ?t{,ﬁyto the Daily Norker-
8All AUG 22 1963 C o P
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Chicago file 100-4092

wye of the International Workers Order welcome the opportunity
to support the Daily Worker because it is the only daily English speaking paper
whose columns are always open to the Internationali vorkers Order and we call
upon alli of our members to give it full support as a further contribution on

their part to winning tngfa .
ﬂ“/\f
According tg Informant

the leadership of LOUIS

, the ITNO in Chicago and vicinity under
OMPSON, who is the same person as MRS. WILLIAW

PATTERSON, contributed over $R000 to the Press Fund Drive.

Confidential Informant

advises that subject attended a meeting

of the Hxecutive Committee of the Cpmmunist Party at 60 West Randolph Street,

Chicago from 10:350 a.m. td)(gzif
On October lO,” 944

of the Communist rarty leaders fi

Bureau\ lnformant

esday, May 2, 1943,

eported that subject attended a meeting
the purpose of discussing organizational
activities of the ) ?ng 7mmunist League.

reported on May 26, 1945 that subject pre-

sided at a Comnunist League meeting held at the Hamllton Hotel in Chicago

on that daYO

guest of honor at a surprise party held in the home ofI
informant advised on May 27, 1943 that subject was pregent at
Communist Party beld at the Women's Club,
53rd and South idchigan Avenue on that day.

the South Side section of the

Examination of the arrest records of the Chicago Police

The same informant reported on May X3, 1943 thaji subject was a

| This
meeting of

Tepartment

on July 5, 1943 reflect that an individual named LOUISE THOMPSON, residing at
5203 C lumet Avenue, was arrested on QOctober X, 1954 on the complaint of
was ;; ;

charging that she was a patron of a dlsorderiy'house.
scharged by Judge Scheffer on October 3, 1934.

This individual
The physical description

of LOUISE THOMPSON according to these arrest records was as follows:

Height
Weight
Build

Complexion

Hair
Age
Race

Occupation

It is not known whether or not the person arrested as LOUISE THOMPSON
on October 2, 1934 is the same person as MRS. WILLIAM L. PATTERSON although it is
known that NRS. WILLIAM L. PATTSERSON is also known as LOUISE THOMPSON and that she

5'6

121
Slender
Dark
Black

53
Colored
Housewife

was born September 9, 1901 in Chicago, Illincis.
PENDING
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Chicago file 100-4092
UNDEVELOPED LEADS
THE CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION

At Chicazo, Iilinois, will continué to follow and report
subject's activities in Chicago and viecinity.

PENDING




Chicago file 100~4092
SOURCE OF INFORMATION
Confidential Informant

the Burzau dated June 23, 1943 rela
Dist. #8, Chicayo Field Division.

is report contained in a letter from
tive to the Communist Party, U.S.A.

The source of the information set out in

the report attached to the Bureau letter is not specified.

PENDING
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Hederal Burean of Inuvestigation

United States Department of Justice
New York 7, New York

JJB: SMD January 6, 1944
100-15113 :

# Director, ¥BI . d)
g Re! LOUISE%O ON, wae. Laura Starke,

Mre. Louise*Patjerson, Mrs. Louise AINED
@Tgman. Louisetgoll ’ WT‘ONC&TED u,!h”' ;o
INTERMAL SECURITY - C N-‘»“SSR UNC\J\SB A
eR
Dear Sir: b7C %p:\‘E

Reference is made to the report:of Speciall
in the above entitled case, dated December 4, 1941 at tew York
City, wherein New York was named the office of origin.

Information has been received to the effect that the subject
of this case is a resident of Chicago, I11., where she is President of
the Chicego district of t TERNATIONAL WORKER'S ORDER, well known
Communist organization.

In view of this fact it is believed probable that the Chicago
Tield Division has an active investigation pending im its district. In
the event this is verified, it is respectfully requested that the Chicago
Tield Division be named office of origin in thie case, whereupon copies
of reports in the New York file will be forwarded to Chicago and the
investigation in the Hew York Field Division will be placed in an RUC
gtatus until the need arises to reopen the investigation in this
district.

The Chicago Field Division is requested to check its indices

to ascertain whether or not LOUISE THOMPSON is the subject of an inves-
tigation in its district and to sppropriately advise the New York Field

Division and the Bureau. ;
/- 407994~/ é
. Very truly yours,
50 gmo D & INDEXED/ W" {

E.E. CONROY
SAC '

T

cct Chicago 7 s@.\ '
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Federal Bureau of Investigation

Mnited States Bepartment of Justice

Post Office Box 812
Chicago 90, Illinois.

Janaary 18, 1944,

Director FBI
’ a
RE: LOUISE THOMPRON, was Laura Starke,
(r) JMre. Louise‘Patiarson, Mrs. Louise_
Thuman, Louise Toll
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

Reference is made to letter from the New York Field Office dated
January 6, 1944, directed to the Bureau, & copy of which was received by
X\P the Chicago Field Office. (New York File No. 100~15113.)

This is to advise that the above named individuel is the Subject
of investigation and a key figure in the Chicago Field Division under the
following caption: "MRS. WILLIAW L, PATTERSON, with alieses Mrs. Louise
Patterson, Mrs. Louise Thurman, Louise Thompson, nee Louise Tolls, INTFERNAL
SECURITY - C.)

From Bureau letter to the Chicago Field Office dated Jauuary 4,
1943, it mppsers that the above named individual is the Subject of Bureau
files Mo, 100~39 and No. 100=165166,

Because Subject is resiaing in the Chicago Field Division at the
present time, it is suggested that the Chicago Office should continue as
the office of origin in this matter and that the New York Field Office should
forward to the Chicago Field Office all pertinent information relative to her,

RJS:MAH
- 100-4092

cc - New York




JJBSEED
100-15113

4&1’ Qirector s FBI

3
b

Re:

A

. R

Federal Bureau of Inuestigation

United States Bepartment of Fustice
New York 7, New York

February 19, 1944.

Laura-Starke, Mrs. Louis tterson,
Mrs. Louise“fhuman, Louise€“Toll;
INTERNAL SECURITY -~ C

LOUISE,THOMPSON, with aliEEes;

Reference is made to a letter, dated January 15, 1944,
directed to the Bureau from the Chicago Field Division, wherein the
Chicago Office advises that the above-named individual is a key

figure in the Chicago Field Division and is under active investigation

there.

Please be advised that the New York Field Division has in
the past carried a pending investigation upon this same subject. In
connection with this, the Chicago Fleld Division suggested that inasmuch

as the subject is presently residing in the area covered by the Chicago

Field Division the Chicago Office should continue as the Office of Origin

in this casse.

The New York Field Division will await instructions from the

Bureau before
to the Office

placing its investigation in a Referred Upon Completion
of Origin status,

. of-:&‘*;;( Sh C&*(
BT PR\
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Form No. 1
THiIs CASE ORIGINATED AT JHICAGQ, ILLINCIS. FILE No. 100=4032
/ REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE :[EHR]I(g-?SggE REPORT MADE BY
p‘/ CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. | 3/11/44 2/18/44 RJS MAE
b 2 % TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE
b7D MRS, WILLIAM L., PATTERSON, WAES INTERNAL SECURITY - C
=3 j
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: nformants report Subject continues to serve as
vV /\id-TWest President of IWO and to take active part
%) P
’?VWL)OX in Communist Party affairs, particularly recruiting
and press fund drives, Active in political move-
4gjp ‘ﬁ ments and reports indicate Subject is prerently
dFSP concentrating on orgeniging an IWO Lodge among
é‘ negross,
Nl
p}% Po
R CE: Report of Speoial Agent deted b2
October 22, 1943, et Chicago, illinois, b7D
o b7C
DETAILS: AT CHICAGO, ILLINOIS:

Party picnic held et Pilsen Park on .
Subject wae present at & Commurist Party meeting relative to the pr

Eureau Informant kbaorved Subject ut the Communist

Tuly 3, 1943, Bureau Informant advises|
and -
The same Ianformant reports that she was present at a

|egpromant

drive on July 2, 1943,
Cammunist Party meeting held at the Mirror R
June 27, 1943,

held at 1014 North Dearborn Street ou March

Bureau Irformant
e meeting of the South Si?ov§egt;pp
g L
2 | ] vy

c,egmmm.l,,,;gxmj: whose identity is known
to the Pureau, repbrted that Subject wes present at a Communist Party meeting

e
of tr.e%onpunht Party held at 322 East

oom in the Hamilton Hotsel on

28, 1843,

ises the Subjeot was present at
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Chicago File No, 100-4092

Xgonfidentinl Informant whose identity is known *o
the Bureau, advised thit Subject served as secretary of & meeting of the
office and Professional Worksrs Brenoh of the Compunist Party held at the
HemITEoH Fotel “6d Wiy 26, 1948, Confidentisl Informant reported thet
Subject wes on the speakers' platform at a Seobnd Front Rally held at the
Armory, located at 16th Street afd Michigan Avenue in Chicago, on May 9, 1943,

Informant rsported that between 2,500 and 5,000 persons attended this rally.
Confidential Informant[::::::]advised that Subjeect was present at & meeting
of the Iilinois-Inaians District Executive Committee of the Communist Party
at the Hamilton Hotel on June 27, 1943,

)prnfideqﬁigl Informant whose identity is known
to- the Buresu, hasfreported that SU¥Jsét is taking en active part in the IWO
political action oampaign which closely parallels the Commurist Party line
relative to political matters.

Confidential Informant reported that Subjeot was

held at the Hamilton Hotel om June 13, 1943./

Rureau ‘ormants and have advised that
Subject has been active in thefDaily Worker Press Fund Drive and that at a
meeting held June 6, 1943, at the Hamilton Hotel, she pledged $2,000,09

in behalf of the IWO for Daily Worker subscriptions.

Confidential Informants |and reported that
Subject is active in behalf of the Communist Party among negro groups.

gfen

attendance at the meeting sponsored by the ChicagoXIndustrial Union Council
on June 25, 1943, in the Aldermanic Charmbers in CHicago, She was 2iso

observed at thie meeting by Special Agents and
of the Chiscago Fleld Offioce,

Confidential Informant[::::::]o;served Subject in

. According to the Milwaukee Journal for November 5, 1943,
Subjeot was scheduled to speak before the ﬂ}ggpgg}n?&tatglConferenoo on
Social Legislation on January 15, 1944, ]

Confidential Informant[::::::::]reported that the Subject
is in reguler contact with Communist Party headquarters., This report is
d by other Informants of the Chicago Field Office inciuding
whose identity is known to the Bureau,

Subject has recently concentrated her uctivities on
establishingz & negro section of the INO., The organization ie to be known
as thefDu/Bable Fraternal Soclety of the IWQ, The Subject plans to obtain

-l

present and active at the Emergency Illinoisywin #Hgmﬁgr_pgggglqtivg Conference
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Chicago File Noo, 1004092

held until this membership ie ¢gbtained, Persopg- wi th whom Subject is working

at loast one hundred cherter z:ers and weekly reoruiting meetings will be

to establish this organizatidy imclude]

telephone] I | telephope[
[teiephons | bl

|telephone|
[ =

Itimm I — — | telephone
|telephone| —

[Maywood, Illimois, wund| —

Subjeoct has also interested herself in Negro History Week
taking pluce in Chicago during the week of Febru 15, 1944, Subjesct obtained
the agsurance of ]of th tional Maritime Union and
member of the Executive Board of the CIO, that he would be & speaker. However,
Confidentisl Informant] |advised that[ | was unable to come to Chioago
beceuse of]| | The sems Informant reported that Subject was in New York
from February 10th to February l4th, 1944, inclusive,

Confidential Informant |sdvises that Subject
continues to e Mla-West President of ihe IWO.

PENDING
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Chicego File No. 100=4082

UNDEVELOPED LEADS1:

THE CHICAGO FIELD DIVISION:

At Chioago, Illinois, will endeavor to obtain e .specimen
of Subjeot's handwriting,

Will oontinué to follow and report Subject's activities
in this area,

PENDING
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RWB:AKR
SAC, NEW ICRK April 18, 1944
J. Edgar Hoover - Dirogtor , FPederal Bureau of Investigation

LOUISE THOMPSON, with aliases;
INTERNAL SECURITY - C

In view of the information contained in your letter of
February 19, 1944, the office of origin in the above-captioned case is
hereby changed from New York to Chiecago.
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Hedreral Burean of Investigation

WUnited States Department of Fustice
New York 7, New York

JJB: AT May 9, 1944
100-15113

~ Director, FBI

L
- ‘ \‘;’}\ N
RE: . IWISE%‘HOMPSON, was; ) (L‘g,\‘“\»&)/

INTERNAL SECURITY-C %:")“;\\'o

0 HDear Sirs
' Reference is made to Bureau letter to New York dated April
18, 1944 in the above captioned case, a copy of which was furnished to
the Chicago Office. The office of origin was thereln ordered changed
from New York to Chicago. .

For the information of the Chicago Office the following
serials are being forwarded to that office with a copy of this letter:

Report of Special Agent |dated 12/4/41 at N.Y.C.
Report of Special Agent |dated 1/19/42 at W.Y.C.
Report of Special Agent [dated 1/28/42 at N.Y.C.

For the information of the Chicago Office the following
information from the files of the New York Office i1s being herein set
out,

The subject was named one of the members of the Communist
Party, National Committee and a former teacher in the YWCA in New York City,

according to information obtained from the office of former District @

Attorney,| |on October 14, 1942.

16 repajt of whose Mdentity is known to the Bureau,

dated February 25, 194106nm the- INATIONAL WORKERS ORDER, INC.
INSURANCE COMPANY, l4th Floor, 80 Fifth pAvemue, New York City, reflected

that LOUTSE THOMPSON was Vice President of this organization. 57 7 7%’ 02 3
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“CAMPAICON t

Letter to Director

NY 100-15113 May 9, 1944
’ b2
~*V’ b7D
“AConfidential Informant whose identity is known to .
eau, on July 8, 1942 advised that LOUISF THOMPSCON and] bic

ad sent congratulatory telegrams relative to the RLOOR=~WHITNEY
d |of the Labor Research Association,

alleged Communist Frent organization.
The aily Worker™ of November 22, 1938, Page 2, Column 4,

contains a pi¢ﬁure of the subiect LOUISE THGWPCON and describes her

as a "noted negro leader". This item indicated that the subject addressed
a meeting held under the auspices of the ¢ity central Committee of the
I.W.0. .

The "paily Worker" of November 13, 1941 in an item datelined
at Chicago, announced that LOUISE THOMPSON, prominent negro leader and
member of the National Executive Board of the National Negro Congress,
would leave Chicago for Washington, D.C. to attend a Board meeting of the
National Negro Congress.

The "Dajly Worker" of May 30, 1943 in an item datelined at
Chicago relative to a Win-The-War Press Conference to be held in
Chicago on June 6, 1943 by the "Daily Worker" and "The Worker" indicated
that IOUTSE THOMPSCN, President of the Chicago District of the TI.W.O.
endorsed the "Dailv Worker™ as the "Best friend of National groups in
American.

She was reported as having stated:

"We of the I.W.0. welcome the opportunity to support

the *paily Worker! because it is the only daily English
speaking paper whose columns are always open to the
T.W.0. and call upon all our members to give it full
support as a further contribution on their part to winnig
the war",

The "Fraternal Outlook"™ of June, 1943, Page 11, contains a
photograph of TOUISF THQMPSON PATTRRSON, National Vice President of
the T.W.0. with her new daughter born in Chicago March 15, 1943.




Letter to Director
NY 100-~15113 ¥ay 9, 1944

It is respectfully suggested that inasmuch as the New York
Fied Division is office of origin in the investigation of the I.W.O.
of which organization LOUTISE THOMPSON is Vice President, a cony of the
summary report concerning THOMPSON would be of value to this office and
should be forwarded by Chicago.

Inasmuch as there is no further investigation to be conducted
at this time this case is being considered referred upon comp¥ion to
office of origin.

Very truly yours,

E. E. CONROY . .&
SAC e

cc: Chicago (3 ®ncs)
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43 _0p51s of Facts:

Reference:

Subject continues to reside at 5341 South
Maryland Avenue, with her husband WILLIAM
TTgRSON and continues to serve as
Ml&west Pregigént and National Vice Presi-
dent of the rnational VWorkers (rder.
Informants report that she was recently
elected to District Committee for District 8 of
mmunist Political Association., Informants
also report that she has recently organized a
negro section of the IWO in Chicago, called
the™¥Du Sable Fraternal Society® and that
she takes a leading part in Communist Poli-
tical Association activities, part:.cularlj
those relating to negroes.

J
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Report of Special igent 3/11/44,

at Chicago, Tllinois.

Letter from Chicago to Bureau dated 1/15/44,
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Chicago File 100~4092

Report of Special Agent
San Francisco, talifornia, 1/ZB8/4<,

Details:
AT CHICAGO, TLIINOIS

The title of this report is being changed to add the name WALONT/ as the middle
name Q basis of facts set out in the referenced report of Special
Agent to the effect that LOUISE ALONL THOMPSON, born in Chicago,
Illinois, September 9, 1901, registered at the University of California, Berkeley,
California, in August of 1919, It is believed probable that this individual

is identical with Subject of instant case on the basis of information received

by this office from Subject's husband WILLIAM L., PATTERSON to the effect that

she was born on the above mentioned date in this city,

I. R:STDENCE AND BUSINESS ADDRESS

"Tonfidential Informant whose identity is known to the Bureau, advised
that Subject continues to reside at 6341 South Maryland Avenue, Chicago, Illi-
nois, with her husband WILLIAM L, PATTEHSON, As hereafter indicated, infomants

advise that Subject continues to serve as Midwest President ang National vVice b2
President of the International lorkers Qrder, 57D
II. ACTIVITIES 270

Lo Organxzat:.onal ork Among Negroes

On December 6, 1942 Tonfidential Informant whose identity is known to
the Bureau, adv:.sed that Subject was a speaker at the "People's Forum" sponsored
by the South Side Section of the Communist Political Association, at 5108
Prairie Avenue, Chicago.

On December 10, 1942, Canfidential Informant whose identity is known to
the Bureau, advised that Subject was active on the Committee for Racial Equality.
However, Confidential Informant whose identity is known to the Bureau,

advised that Subject is of the opinion that the Committee for Racial Jquality
is now under the control of "Social Democrats,."

On February 19, 1943, ‘vanfidential Informant whose identity is known to
the Bureau, advised that Subject sent a telegram t0 a Communist Political Asso~-
ciation dominated negro achievement meeting, at 22 Rast 43rd Street, Chicago,
expressing the regret of the fact that she was unable to be in attendance,




Chicago File 100-4092

According to the "Milwaukee Journals for November 5, 1943, Subject was scheduled
to speak in Milwaukee on January 13, 1944, on the subject #The Negro Woman in

the War pffort.® Confidential Informant whose identity is known to

the Bureau, advised that recently Subject has been active in organizing a Negro
Section of the International Workers Order in Chicago. According to a plan of
organization for this system obtained by the Chicago Field Office, it was
anticipated that the basis for the Society would be 100 “Charter members,"

to be recruited among civic and labor leaders on Chicago's South 3Side. Informant
advises that Subject appears to have been very successful in her effort to
organize the Negro Section of the International Workers Order, particularly
because of organigzational assistance given to her by a

B. Communist Party

b2
b7D

“YCemfidential Informant ‘whoge identity is known to the Buveau,
adviscs that Subject was elected to the District Committee of Dlstrlct
8 of the Communist Political i4ssociation, The fact that Sube

jeet want to New York as a delegate to the Communist Party Convention, which
eventually resulted in the establishment of[féfzfiffinlst Political Association,

has been verified by Confidential Informant and by newspaper accounts bz
which reflect that Subject was elected to national oifice in this organization., b7C

b7D
Oon March 9, 1943, Confidential Informant; advised that Subject spoke at
a Cammunist Polltlcal Association me 1g held at 3808 South Michigan Avenue.
According to Confidential Infommant Subject attended a special mceting of

the Illinois-Indiana Executive meeting of the Communist Party, at ‘30 North Wells
Street, on September 2, 1943,

.

Twafidential Informant and whose identities are known to the Bureau,
advised that Subject is active in the Communist Party and in regular contact
with both Communist Party Headquarters, and the headquarters of the South Side
Secticn of the Communist party.

confidential Informant hdvised that Subject attended a Communist Party
meeting held at the Hamilton Hotel, at August 5, 1943, and was seated on. the
Speakers! Platform at this meeting,.

*

Confidential Informant advised that Subject was active in February of
1944, in making preparations for recruiting among negroes in connection with
the trip of BEN DAVIS, JR., member of City Council from New York, to the

City of Chicago, THe same infomant advises that Subject is a member of the
uCitizens Victory Committee® from a continuation committee formed following

ol




Chicago File 100-4092

the BEN DAVIS meeting held in Chicago on February 20, 1544, for the purpose of
recruilting Communist Party members among Chicago negroes.

s.nfidential Informant whose identity is known to the Bureau, observed
Subject on the Speakers¥ Platiorm at Orchestra Hall in Chicago, on January 16,
1944, where a "Daily Workerf! anniversary meeting, featuring ROBERT MINOR, a
national leader in the Communist Party, was in progress., Ahccording to Confiden-
tial Informant|[ | Subject made a finsncial contribution speech at this
assemblage, Report of the informant is corroborated by an account appearing

in the ®Daily .orker® for June 23, 1944, page 5 column 3, which relates that
Subject was one of the speakers on this particular program. C(Confidential
Informant advises that Subject attended a meeting of the Illinois-Indiana
District Executive Committee, held at 316 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Illi-
nois, at 10:00 a,m. on March 21, 1944,

The Subject was named one of the members of the Communist Party National Com-
mittee and a former teacher in the YWCA in New York City, according to informa-

" tion obtained from the office of the former District Attorney |
on QOctober 14, 1942,

\ﬁﬁbnfidential Informant whose identity is known to the Bureau, on July 8, .
1942, advised that LOUISE I[HOMPSON and CLAUDIA VONES had sent congratulatory
telegrams relative to the BLOOR WHITNEY Campaign to| ]
of the Labor Research Association, alleged Communist front organization.

Confidential Informant[:;;::l whose identity is known to the Bureau, advised
that on June 19, 1943, Subject was a member of the South Side Section of the
Communist Party Branch 5W,

Confidential Informant[:::]advises that the vDaily Viorker® addressed to #I,.T.
PATTERSON" at 5341 South Maryland Avenue, Chicago, Illinois, and that the sub-
scription is under the “Daily Worker® Press Club Plan,

3. International lorkers Order

According to the "Daily worker® for January 23, 1944, Column 4, page 5, Subject 2
signed a call for the National International Workers Order Convention in New 7D
York, as Vice President of the IWO and a member of the General Exeeutive Bogrd,

Confidential Infomant| Iadvised that Subject continues to serve as Mid-
west President and National Vice President of the International Workers Order,

The report of Confidential Informmant[ | whose identity is known to the Bureau,
dated February R5, 1941, on the IWO Incorporated Insurance Company, l4th Floor

e
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85th Avenue, New York City, reflected that LOUISL THOMPSON was Vice President

of this organization. The *Daily Worker# of November 22, 1938, page 2 column 4,

sontains a picture of Subject LOUISE THOMPSON and describes her as a Wnoted
negro leader," This item indicated that the Subject addressed a meeting held
under the auspices of the City Central Committee of the International vViorkers
Order., The-8Fraternal Qutlook® of June, 1943, page 11, contains a photograph
of IOUISE THOMPSON PATTERSON, described as Vice President of the International
Workers Qrder with her new daughter born in

“@enfidential Ini‘onnantl__——_l advised that Subject,as local leader of the
International workers Order, was taking an active part in the move to urge the
President to prevent the deportation od | During the period
covered by this report, the Midwest Section of the International Workers Order
has been engaged in the following activities of interest:

(1) The IWO participated actively in Negro History fesk in Chicago
in February of 1944, '

b2

(2) The IWO has been pursuing a Political Action Program closely parallel- b7C

ing that of the Communist Party, which w as climaxed by a nass meet—
ing held at Orchestra Hall, in Chicago, on May 29, 194¢, at which
the principal speakers were MIKG:/QUILL, and A, CLAYIWY POWELL of
New York City. e .

(3) The Midwest Section of the IWO, in accord ~with the National IWO
policy, is laying the ground work for the reorganization of the IWO
in this area, whereby the various Foreign Language Sections of the
IWO will be replaced by tautonomous societies" federated with the
IWO.

D, Other Activities

The #Daily worker® on November 13, 1941, in an item datelined at Chicago,

announced that LOUISE THOMPSON, prominent negro leader and member of the National.
Executive Board of the National Negro Congress, leaves Chicago for Washington,

D.C. to attend a board meeting of the National Negro Congress.

According to Confidential Infommant Subject is a member of the Executive
Board of the Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee.

PENDING

g
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NEW YORK FISLD DIVISION

At New York City will consider thebfeasibility of obtaining background informa-
tion of the Subject from the YW?A in New York, where according to the records

of the formmer District Attorney she was a teacher at one tims,

PHILADELPHIA FIELD DIVISICN: b7C

At Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, will check the Bureau of Immigration and Naturali-
zation for data concerning the alleged trips to Russia, dSpain, and Mexico, as
revealed in the Chicago Field Office Files, under sach of the names set out in
the title of this report., Information in possession of the Chicago Field Qffice
does not indicate when Subject traveled in Mexico, but it appears probably that
she traveled in Spain and Russia in 1939,

CHIC:3 O FIEID DIVISION:

Will continue to follow and report Subject's activities in this Field Division
and will endeavor to discreetly obtain a specimen of Subject's handwriting.

PENDING

-6’
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. CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANTS

Confidential Informant is a pamphlet distributed by the South Side Committee
for Racial IZquality, which is maintained in the 1A Serial of Volume 68 of Chicago
File 100-125,

Confidential Informant is information enclosed with Bureau letter dated
October 5, 1943, captioned Communist Party, USA, District 8, Chicago Field

Division, Internal Security - C, which does not reveal the identity of the

informant,

Confidential Informant is

Confidential Informant[::::::]Bureau letter dated April R7, 1944, captioned
Communist Party, USA, District 8, Chicago Field Division, Internal Security - C,
which does not specify the source of information,

Confidential Informant[;:::::]a mailing list of subscribers to the #Daily iorker¥
made available to the Chicago Field (Qffice by letter from New York, dated
November 4, 1943, (100-7480 Volume 2), which stated that this 1list had been
obtained from a reliable and confidential source and that it was current as of
December 31, 1943, Bureau letter dated March 4, 1944, contains information

to the effect that the letter P gymbolizes the word "Press¢ indicating

that the individual is a subsceriber to the #Daily Worker® under the“Daily workerv
Press Club Plan, and consequently a member of the Communist Party.

Confidential Informant is a confidential source of information described
for the Burcau in letter dated April 26, 1944, from Chicago, and captioned
Joint Anti-Fascist Refugee Committee, Internal Security - C.

-
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ITLE

Mrs, WILLIAM L, PAITERSCN, with alisses ! INTERNAL SECURITY = ©

T‘( Records National Board, IWCA, checked with negative

- results, Recorda of Negro branches of YWCA in NY, at
3 Brooklyn and Harlem branches checked with ative
N multl. lem
br'anch ” subject never employed thers bwt
g S had attended numerous concerts and entertainments held
. :Jl there, Not ocertain whether subject spoke or took part

! in discussion groups there, Confidential Informent
‘ advised that subject registered as Communist in 1936

e Member of Editorial Board \"New Piouser® 1933, Associate
s Editor of the Harlem Liberator, 1933, Communist speaker
R st Manhattan Labor Lyceun 2/4/33. Piles of New York
! 2 ;3 Office reflesct subject promoted the showing of Soviet
1 5 pictures in Gary, Indiana in Swmmer of 1942, Subject B
‘é d & was teacher a oung Fraternalist Leadership School C‘" ~
|

.2“19 August 1942, Subject's name listed with Commnist

g g S Party leaders 9/1/39, Subject advocated Second Front
at meeting of IWO 1/10/43 at Chicagoe Subject was
speaker at IWO meeting Manhattan Plasa 7/R2/41. Subject

was present at Harlem Section mseting of st Party
when formation of\ National Negro Congress was first
- ‘discussed, Subject reported to Fifth National Convention
PIBS DESTROYRS INO in reference to building up English section IWO.
€11 AUG 22 1969 «RUC -
REFERENCE : Report of Special Agent| |dated July 22,

1944, at Chicago, Illinois.
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NY 100245624

DETAILS: of the Personnel
Bureau of the National Board, IWCA, 600 Lexington Avenue,

New York, was coutacted and she made a check of her records to determine

if the subject had ever been employed as a teacher or in any other capacity

under any of the names in referenced report, The ords reflected that

the subject had never been 80 @ mployede suggested that

it would have been possible for the subject to have been ewployed as a

non=professional or part-time employee at one of the Negro branches of

the YWCA without the National Baord having & recard .of thise She suggested

that the writer contact the colored YWCA branches in Brooklyn and Harlem

and tontact the New York City headquarters of ths YWCA.

I of ths City Office of the TWCA,
129 East 5 reet, orK, ® records of her of fice availe

able on all of the names of subject in referenced report with negative
resultss This check included both regular and partetime employees as
well as non-professional employeese

| fof the ashland
Place YWCA, 221 Ashland Place, Brooklyn, New York, made a check of
the records of that branch of the YWCA under the names of the subject
in referenced report with negative results,

_|however, stated that it might have been
possible that the subject had been employed as a teacher hereunder a
WPA project, which records were not available to here

| lof the Harlem
branch, YWCA, 179 West 137th Street, New York, made the records of
that institution available concerning the subject's names in referenced
report to determine if she had at sny time been a teacher, s student,
a resident or my other type of employee there with negative results,

I ]stated that she had casually known LOUISE
TROMPSON for a number of years and to her knowledge could not recall
her ever having been a teacher there although it might have been possible
that she was employed there under a WPA arrangement which recerds were
not svailable to her. It was determined that all records of all em-
ployeses of the WPA prior to May 1, 1943, are now maintained in Washinge
ton, DsCe Information any former employee of the WPA may be
obtained by contact Federal
Works Ageucy, 1734 New York Avenue, H.W,, Washington, D.Ce

Ju:kkd that the subject had sttended numerocus
concerts and entertainments held at the YWCA during the Thirties and

b7C
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that it was possible that she spols or took part in discussion g roups
that are often held at the YWCA, She had no idea as towhether this
was trus or in what discussions the subject may have taken part in,

Confidential Informant mads the records of his de-
partment available,which reflected the following information:

LOUISE THOMPSON was the writer of an article entitled,
"And So We Marched" in June, 1933 of the "Working Women" a magasine
published monthly by the Central Commdttee, Communist Party, USA,
section of the Communist International,

The same informant  advised that the subject registered
for the year 1936 as a Communist in Manhattan, 19th A.D., llth E De
The same informant : advised that LOUISE THOMPSON was a wmember of the
Editorial Board of “New Pioneer® in 1933,

This informant also advised that LOUISE THOMPSON in 1933
was one of the Associate Editors of the"Harlem Liberatoriwhich is a

weekly publication of the League of Struggle for Yegro Rights, 2162 Seventh

Avenue,Mew York Citye The same informant sdvised that LOUISE THOMPSON
was a Communist speaker at the Mnahattan Lebor Lyceum on February 4,
1933, at which time she spoke on eviction laws and inadeguate relief,
This informant advised that LOUISE THOMPSON of the Negro National
Congress was ons of the many speakers during and after the parade on
Angust 22, 1936, held st 12th Street and Lenax Avemue by members of
the league Against War and Fasciem,

A review of the York Field Division files reflected
the following information in the |"Daily Worker® of November 20, 1929,
LOUISE THOMPSON is a member of the Central Committes of the Commmist
Party, USA.

'Confidentisl Infommt[l whose identity is known to the
Buresu, advisedfIt is reported that the National Comsumiet Party lesders
held s meeting November 29th and December lst in New York City and
LOUISE THOMPSON is reported to have attended this meeting,”

[ |at city College
of New York, 137th Street and Convent Avenue, New York City, advised
that during the latter part of 1932 and in the first half of 1933 he
was faculty adviser of the Liberal Club at City College of New York,
He advised that this club was nothing more than a of Communist
youths and its activities and polisles adhered to the Yarty line.

-3 e
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mede available his files pertaining to the literary clube It

TeTleocted that the 1list of speakers for the term ending June, 1933,
included LOUISE THOMPSON and it described her as Natioual Committee
for Defense of Political Figures,

The “Daily Worker® dated Angust 4, 1933, reflected thet
LOUISE THOMPSON is a member of the International Labor Defense and a
member of its commiitee against ware

From a publication entitled, "Five Years IWO, 19331935%,
it reflected that LOUISE THOMPSON wrote a six pege article on the subject
of Fraternalism and the Negro Peoplee A picture of the subject appears
- on the page of this article,

/ Gonfidential Informant whose identity is known
to the Burean, advised that among the outstanding communists present
st the First National Negro Congress held at Chicago in February, 1936,
was LOUISE THOMPSON, New York naticnal orgsniser of the IWO,

The same informant advised that the s stion for the
formation of the National o Congress was made i ]
at a meeting of the leading New York Communists held at the headquarters
of the Harlem Section of the Commumist Party, District 2, 341 Lenox
Avenue , New York City, and among those present was LOUISE THOMPSON.

Confidential Informant I.dvised that LOUISE THOMPSON,
530 Manhattan Avenus, New York, enrolled in the Communist Party in
1936 elections,

In the "Daily Worker"issue of June 22, 1937, LOUISE
THOMPSON is referred to as the head of the English Section of the
IFO and as being a Communist leader in Harlem.

In the "Daily Worker® issue of September 6, 1937, LOUISE
THOMPSON was one of twelve leading members of the IWO who signed a
statement calling on the IWO to assume gduota of $40,000 in the press
building campaigne The statement calls the "Daily Worker" the only
English daily newspaper which is a steady and directed force in the
fight sgainst reaction, The statement commented that the signers
had constituted themselves as a subcommittee to promote support for
the press campaign and to establish two new daily English language
newspapers which would be the people’s champion of 1libertye

From a pamphlet entitled, "The Communistsin the People's
Front® published in 1937, LOUISE THOMPSON was called an active Negro
member of the Communist Party.

b2
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From the prooceedings of the fourth Mational Convention
of the INO, there was reflected information that LOUISE THOMPSON
was the Recording Secretary of this organisation from 1935 to 1938
and was nominated for the General Executive Board,

/pqpridentid Informant whose identity is knowa
to the Buresa, advised that LOUISE THOMPSON's name appeared on & list
of Communist Party leaders Septesber 11, 1939, under the section de-
voted to0 the State of New York.

Confidential Informant whose identity is known
to the Bureau, advised that LOUISE THOMPSON ,s & member of the Communist
Party snd Secretary of the IW and is very active at present in De t
and Fort Wayne, Ipformant stated that LOUISE THOMPSON worked with

]and that THOMPSON will arrive in Cleveland

on November 28, 1979 to attend & meeting at Ukrainian Hall, 1051 Au-

burn Avenus, ‘!’hi- was to be a meating of Polish and Ukrainian Communists
and the purpose was the solicitation of funds for the press and propsgands
m’.

In the "Daily Worker*issued May 19, 1940, it was reflected
that LOUISE THOMPSON was arrested while acting as a ¥egro erganiser for
the IIDQ

The proceedings of a Fifth National Conwention of the IWO
which was held June 8th through June 14, 1940, reflscted that Louise
THOMPSON took part im discussions on "Panel On Women's# Work" and "Panel
on Negro Worke® LOUISE THOMPSON wlso made a report to the National
Convention concerning the matter of the tuilding up of the English
section of the INO, '

In the "Daily Worker® dated June 15, 1944, page 4, column
5, LOUISE THOMPSON's election as Vice President of the IWO 1s reported.

The "Sunday Worker® of June 30, 1940, psge 4, ocolwmn 1,
carried a biography of LOUISE THOMPSON as well as her photograph.

“Confidential Informant se identity is knom to
the Buresu, advised in a report that August, 1940, National Chairman
WILLIAM Z, fPOSTER at the first meeting of the National Committee,
announced sppointasnt of LOUISE THOMPSON to the *Commission to Put
America Back to Worke" :

Confidentisl Inf vised that as of February 25,
1941, LOUISE THOMPSON Was Vice Pres ot the INO and advised that she

-5-

b2
biC
b7D

Il



NY 100w24624

had been a field worker of this organization for the past five years,

Coufidential Informant Im identity is known
to the Bureau, ad on July 22, 1941, that the IWO held a banquet
in honor of WILLIAW WEINER, President ¢f the IWO at the Mavhattan

/Phu. Speechés wére mede by ROC KENT, LOUISE THOMPSON, MAX

BEDACHT and JOSEPH; BRODSKY in which they expressed in the name of
/ the IWO memberships, their appreciation for the great work that
Comrade WEINFR had done for the Order,

Confidential Infomnt.l—_—l whose identity is knewn to
the Bureasun, sdvised that the written signature of LOUISE THOMPSON
appeared on a list which is believed to be the attendance record of
s General Executive Board mseting of the IWO held Juns 27, 1942, at
New York Citye

/Confidential Informent whose identity is known
to the Bureau, advised that h ' o [SE THOMPSON,
President of the IWO,and of the IWO

for the Midwestern District, had told him that they had visited several
movie picture houses in Gary and Hsmmond, Indiasna, which showed double
features in an attempt toreplace one of the pictures with a Soviet pic-
ture, Their plans in this direction also included a visit to the mayor
in an effort to persuade him to show Soviet pictures in the city parks
of Gary.

The same informant advised that some of the leaders of the
INO, particularly LOUISE THOMPSON, President of the Mid-west District,
advised that although it is satisfactory for IWO members to associate
with Communist Party leaders who are known in the Calumet area, they
should not dothis in public because they do nmot want it to be commonly
known that the IWO is connected with the Communist Party,

The same informant advised that on Angust 8th and August 9th,
1942, a twoeday camp was held at Diamond Lake, Tilinols, by the “Young
Praternalist Leadership Week and Schoolo,® LOUISE THOMPSON was reported
to be a teacher at this camp and schoole

The same informant advised that LOUISE THOMPSON, President
of the Midwestern District of the INO, party officlals and IWO dignitaries
visits "Nature's Friend Camp” on State Road 20 cutside OGary, Indiana,
and often hold all night pow wowse

Confidential Informant| whose identity is knowmn
to the Bureau, advised that one WAGENKNECT and LOUISE PATTERSON would
meke a broadcast October 29, 1942, st 9115 pPeRe t0 9130 pomo Over
station WENR as part of the Communist Party election campaigne
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Confidential Informent whose identity is known
to the Bureasu, attended a meeting of the INO on November 22, 1942,
316 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, at which ieeting LOUISE THOMPSON
spoke about the considerable progress which had been made since
Pearl Harbor in developing wnity between the various national
groups, She stressed the point of a better world and a better life
sfter the war, She stated that in the drive far recruiting new members
that the points of a better world and a better life after the war should
be stressed, She also stated that as a result of recent activities
priests, ministers, school teachers, union leaders and other lsaders of
similar positions were now following the Party line,

Confidential Intouant____luhoso identity is known to the
Bureau, advised on July 11, 1942, that LOUISE THOMPSON, Vice President
of the IWO, had been reported as being active with the fallowing
Comsmnist front groups: 'National Committee for Defense of Political
‘Priaoners, {International Women's Congress Against War and Fescism,
'!oung Communist lLeague, and thd American League Against War and Fascism.

Confidential Informant whose identity is known
to the Bureau, sivised on Jamuary 10, 1943, a oonference of the Midwest
District of the IWO was held in Chicago at 316 North Michigan Avenue,
LOUISE THOMPSON, the President of the District, addressed the members
of the conference at which time she stated that the greatest task
facing the organization was the promotion of the Second Front in
Burope, She thought that the United States and England were doing
everything possible to postpove their participation in actual fighting.
In showing that Soviet Russia was bearing the real burden of the war
sgainst Germany, she quoted figures of the number of actual fighting
men on each front and the number of enemy troops opposing the Allies
on each fronte

In a souvenir booklet entitled, "March to Freedom™ dis-
tributed by the IWO dated May 15, 1943, it reflected that LOUISE T:OMP-
SON continued to serve as District President of the Midwest section
of the INO and that she was on the Council of national groups.

{Confidential Inf: mtl:I whoee identity is known to
the Bureau, furnished ticket to the Community Forum of Milwsukee,
It is noted that on January 13, 1944, the speaker was to be LOUISE
THOMPSON, President of the IWO,.

Confidential Informantl t whose identity is kmown
10 t hp Bureau, advised that LOUISE THOMPSON has been requested by
ﬁw speak at a meeting being sponsored by a group of
B Bt on an unspecified date and also spoke before the group
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on March 8, 1944 The informant also advised that LOUISE THOMPSON
sttended a meeting called by[:lm.en was held February 29, 1944,

at the Midland Hotels b2
' b7C
Confidential Informant| yhose identity is lmewn 57D
to the Buregu, advised that LOUISE THOMPSON PATTERSON attended the

T11inois-Indiana District of the Communist Party of America amnual
picnic at Pilsen Park and t hat she was a speaker, She talked on
wnity, race equality, and possible war plamning for all the United
Rations, The informant further advised that this subject was well
timed inasmuch as the Negro element was well represented at the
pienic and it should be noted that LOUISE PATTERSON is a Negress,

~ REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO OFFICE OF ORIGIN
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CONFIDENTIAL JNFORMANTS
The Confidential Informants mentioned in the report

of Special Agent| ated .
at New York City are as Iollows: SEP 15 J9uc
'l'hel _
|Mew York, New York,
I_L_Il_l.l__ |from

few York, New Yorke

« 1s a report of

Mew York Cit]

e
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64

Office Memoranduin -

TO

FROM

SUBJECT:

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
65119

DIRECTOR, FBI DATE: September 30, 1944

SAC, PHILADELPHIA W‘& — ,,Z [ &’c
ot e

Mrs. WILLIAM E?iPATTERSON, Was,
INTERNAL SECURITY = C

- ’C/

Lppronr’ ot

/7fY“\63414C/(J -
Reference is made to the report of Special Agent
dated July 22, 1944 at Chicago, Illinois in which the Phila-

delphia Office was requested to obtain data concerning the sudbject's 7
alleged trips to Rusaia, Spain and Mexico.

The records of Immigration, Naturalization, Visa, Reentry,
and Alien Registration were checked under the subjsct's nsme and
aliases with negative results.

It should be noted by the Chicago Field Division that if
the subject was born in Chiocago, &s set out in reference report,
& record of her alleged trips to Spain, Russia, and Mexico would
be kept at the State Department at Washington, D.C. ’

This cease ig considered referred upon completion to the
office of origin,

CCs Chicago

JAH:RgF
100-28317 Wi
o 1#\""'
Rk @2
”,54“ |
W
7S SAIVESRIRY E/O.C,)_: ?07?3“«%
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STANDARD FOM 12, G4

O cé Z\/wmamndzmz e UNITED STATES GOVERNME

-

DIREGTOR, FBI DATE: 11/20/44
ROM
b /s\ J. DRAYTON, SAC, cmcmo
UBJECT:
MRS "WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, was, Mrs., Louise Alone 40887
h Patte s, Mrs. Louise Alone/Thurman, Mrs. Loyise
r*“ Alor - ""hompson, nee Louise AloneiTolis.
¥

INTE - AL _SECURITY-C. Buyrasau Fils 100-39.

Info: .ation in the files of the Chicagoe Field Office indicates
that gubject has traveled in Russia, Spain and Mexico, It

is not known when subject traveled in Mexico, but it appears
probable that she traveled in Spain and Russia in 1939.

Since it appéars that subject was borm in Chicago, Illinois,
on September 9, 1901, it is believed probable that a record
of subject’s travel in foreign countries may be available at the

gw: h

ir

L RS

is being hereby requested to make appropriate check at the
Department of State in an effort to ascertain if subject traveled
in any foreign country under any of the names above listed,

{

LAY
N

ALLINFC,
WERER 5
<

DATE J3fim.. .. wy

Field Division,

RJS:ac
100-4092

)

.on Field

74 DEC 2 w\i\q i

State Department. Accordingly, the Washington Field Division J/¢&}y¢<

and a copy of this letter is being forwarded to the Washing 02335// ;;7
- 2




R¥B1TBE
Chi. File 100-4092
Bur. File 100-139

Inspector

AL DRACT g

Inspection Report
Chicego F D)
Inspector

L
Mrs, YILLIAM L. PATTERSON, with aliases
IWTHFRNAL SECURITY - C

Berial No, 40 is a letter from the FPhiladelphia
Field Office dated September 3C, 1544, pointing
out that the information concerning subject's
foreign trevels was not aveilable st tne Immi-
grotion and Naturslization Service, but might be
socured through the 8tate Dopmriment at Wechington,
p. C.

No coples of this letter were referred to the
Vashington Field Nffice, and it does not gpresr
thet any effort is bteing made tc check with the
State Depertwent for the desired information.

4 letter should be sent to the ¥echington Fleld
0ffice to have this matter handled,

A letter has been submitted o the dasiington
Fisld regquest.ny information regarding the i-ta.ls
of subject's departure from the y.iled  tatss.

November 14, 1944

b7C
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Form No. 1
THIS c;\\sz ORIGINATED

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

ar  CHICAGO, ILL. ’ FiLe o, 10016901

ADE AT

WASHINGTON, D, C. | 12/16/uk |I1/30;12/11/uk

DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY

WBW:CC

MRS,
with

CHARACTER OF CASE

&

b7C

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, INTERNAL SECURITY - C

aliases

DETATIS:

SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

Passpory issued to subject in name of

LOU MPSON on 8/5/37, for a contem-
pIE%ed LIID to France, England and Spain

ag a press correspondent and relief worker.
Traveled abroad under the auspices of the
American Committee to Ald Spanish Democracy.
Prior pessport issued for travel to Germany
for 2 years on June 6, 1932,

RUC.

Bureau file 100-39,
Letter from Chicago to Bureau 11/20/1;&

AT WASHINGTON, D. C. },‘2{ “
Confidential National Defense Infofmaﬁt[:::::]
whose identity 1s known to the Bureau, made
avallable the passport file of the subject and
the following information was noted therein:

Passport No. 468361 was issued-to LOUISE TCMPSON
on August 5, 1937, for a contemplated trip of 2
months duration to France, England and Spain as a
press correspéldbiit-and rélder investigator. She
intended legﬁtgg\wew Eork Cixy on August 11, 1957
via the SS \MARY . ‘wag a member of a
group known as the North America Committee to .

b2
b7D

/ﬂEBur

‘E-Chi

cago bR S
2-Washington Fleld v} + 38 DEC ‘2 1944‘\

BB e \
: : ' 211

ﬂh . 2 :
A’F?RWAR“DB ﬁ ‘!?.w e Cruana DO NOT WRITE IN THESK SPACES  OF ) e
¢/ i Ay . 3 REUULRY
8 ‘1‘5;%;L r &

COPIES OF THIS REPORT » INDW
eau ' 5422@2:“_:EE§9 ' of

el

AN

73034




A G ity C5 Oud

Alr Spanigh. Democracx, whose purpose. was to investigate soclal con-
" ditions in Spain end conduct relief work., This group traveled under
the auspices of the QOpen Road Tourist Agency.

Prior Passport No. 516630 wes issued to the subject
on June 6, 1932, for a contemplated trip of 2 years duration for
study. '

A letter dated 8/5/57 from
[ ]of the North America Committee ¢ Aid Spanish De- .
mocracy, furnished to the State Department a 1t of individuals who
were applying for membership in the North America Coammittee group to
Spain. Included in this list was the subject, and the following
activities of the subject were reported there:

"Miss LOULX TOMPSON, of New York. Graduate of
the University of califomia. An Officer of
the International Workers Order for 4 years.
" One year in New York School of Soclal Work as
Fellow of the National Urban Leagug. Worked
for 3 years with| | Member
of theYjational Cammittee of the rican League “ﬁ
Ageinst Wer and Fascism., National Committee s
of the Wational Negro Congress. Her passport ap- .
plication reflects that she was born on Sept. 9,
1901 at Chicago, Il1l. Her residence in 1937 was b7C
530 Manhattan Avenue, New York City. She was
married in August, 1928, to WALLACE THURMAN, who
was born August, 1902, at Salt Leke City, and is
now deceased. She, however, was divorced from
him in Mexico in 1931."

The following two individuals executed affidavits on
behalf of the subject, swearing as to her birth in this country:

New York City 3

“N&W YOFK TITY '

REFERRED UPON COMPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN
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100-39

SAC, Chicego ‘ Jmnuary 13, 1945
Jotn Edgar Hoover -~ Direstor, Federsl Buresu of Investigstion
MRS, WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, With Aliases

INTERNAL SECUFITY - C 40085
Chigago Flle 100-16501 e

A review of the files in this matter discloses thit the Buresu hss
not recelved handwriting spegimens or a photograph of the suhject und it is
requested that this delinguengy be removed at an esrly date.




v, af i ) S—

,f \ED FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

,¥ THIS CASE ORVGINATED AT CHIGLGO, ILLINOIS FILE No. 100=4092
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE “ ;EP?'ICOD;‘:RE : REPORT MADE BY b 7 c
«y\ Chicago, Illinois | 1/381/45 | 1/26/45 RJS:LGS
{
\Q TITLE g ‘ CHARACTER OF CASE
MRS. WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, with aliases INTERNAL SECURITY - C

isyNopsis oF FacTs: _ Subject resldes at 5341 S. Maryland Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,

AN ?Subject continues to serve as National Vice President and
Midweat President of IWO and has been active principally in
organizing & section of the IWO amongst Chicago's 300,000
Negroas. Prior to November election she was active 4in
behalf of Democratic candidates and formed the *Midwest
Fraternal Committee for Re-Election of President Roosevelt®
for political activity by IWO leaders. Subject maintains
regular contact with Communist leaders in District No. 8.

_ She maintains a joint account with her husband WILLIAM L.

\ PATJERSON, also reputed to be a Commnist leader, at the
Amalgamated Trust and Savimgs Bank in Chicago.

EED =

biC
[’REFERENCES Bureau letter dated January 13, 1945
Report of Special Agent Chicago, ITllinois,
dated July 22, 1944.

DETAILS: G GO 0

According to the aternal Outlook® for August-September,
1944, subject was re-elec as (eneral Vice President of the\International
.. Horkers Order at its Najdonal Convention held in New York City\in July,

1944\ - She also contipdes to serve as Midwest President of the organization.
Fop “COPIES DESTROYED y / ‘
A

SPECIAL AGENT
DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES
™ IN CHARGE ~

COPIES OF THIS REPORT
5 = Bureau (Encl, 2) d
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Chicago File No. 100-4092

During tha period covered by this report the IWO under the leadership
of LOVISE THOMPS ATTERSON has engaged in the following activities.

1., Political Activity

According tq&)onfidential Informants and whoss
identities are known to the Bureau, the subject was instrumen¥al in establishing
the "Midwest Fraternal Committee for the Re-Election of President Roosevelt®
which was used as a paper organization through which the IWO members could
engage in political activity, most of which was in cooperation with the CIO
Political Action Committee and the National Citizens Committee for Political
Action.

2. HRecruiting

Since the election, according to Informants and
the subject has been engaged principally in organizing Negroes an the South
Side of Chicago into the IWO. These informants report that the national organi-
zation has given an objective of 200,000 members to be recruited among the b2
Negroes on the South S3ide of the city, and according to present indications, K7D
this quota will be filled. In recruiting members subject and her associates
have emphasized the fact that through the IWO they are given an opportunity of b77C
fraternizing with members of the white race on an equal basis and this argument
coupled with the insurance avallable to recruits has proved persuasive in
obtaining members from amongst Chicago Negroes., The informmants report that the
recruiting drive is being financed by the National Uffice of the IWO and that
suns of money are ‘placed in subject's account at the Amalgamated Trust and
Savings Bank, Chicago, to be distributed by her in connection with the recruiting
program.

Informants also report that the subject has received instructions to
hold a mass rally at Chicago, Illinois, during the months of March and April
at which a praminent speaker for the East will appear to discuss the develop-
ment of a Negro gection of the IWO, »

The informants report that the subject maintaj rggular contact with
Communist leaders in District No, 8, particularly MO CHILDS, president,
Communist Political Association, District No. 8, AL FWAGENKNECHT, first vice
president, and.l |

The informants advised that from October 12 to October 17 the subject
was traveling in Washington, D. C., and New York City and that from October 21 S
through October 31, 1944, she was traveling in Southern Illinois. Part of this '
tice, according to the informants, she spent in East St. Lotis, Illinoisf and

t Wh in East St. Louis, she stayed with friends residing at
East St. Louis, telephone ‘
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Chicago File No. 100-4092

Confidential Informant reported that the subject maintains
a joint account at the Amalgamated Trust and Savings Bank with her husband,
WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, assistant director of the Abraham Lincoln School, and
reputed Communist leader in the Chicago Field Division,

b2

Pictures of the subject are available in this file and two copies b7D
of a picture which is a good likeness of her as she appsared {0 the writer
within the past year are being forwarded to the Bureau as an enclosure with
this report.

According to Confidential Informant subject still resides
at 5341 South Maryland Avenue, Chicago, Illinois,

ENCLOSURE TO BUREAU - Two copies of photograph of the subJect.

-PENDING-~
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