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' 43 a result of a report of the Dies Committes mede by Congressman
Dies on the floor of the House and reported in the Record
of Fetruary 1, 1943, an interview was held with Mr. Willisa Pickens who
was listed by the Dies Committee “tob;ow am-.ba ‘“brmlh‘ p .:.t. o:rwn

anigations which purported un- O8R, . o
J?rdan, Jr., Spocul.f:wt;-mm.mo Unit, and Mr. Charles W. Al
Aasistant to the Executive m:'oc'tor, War Savings. Starf,

The transcript of the interview is as follows:

Adans:

Pickens:
Adams ¢

Pickens:

Picke.\s:

Jordan:

Pickens:

Jordan: -

Pickens:

Jordan:

Pickens:

Qo

A.
Q'

A.

A.

Q.
A.

Qo

A.

Q.

A.

Mr. Pickens, what we want to talk to you about, you
probably have guessed, is the Dies Committes Beport.

I had an idea, but I did not know.

Probably the best way to proceed would be for Mr. Jordan
to go back to his ouu.nqlrcportmdchocknwmtho
list that the Dies Committee states You are connected
with. Mr. Jordan also had at that time a list of law-
suits which you wrote him & letter about,

I know I wrote Mr. Jordan a lcptcr.

<ou “rots him a letter saying that you were not the
William Pickens included in this list. ’

I was not that William Pickens, Immndiav
life, except once in an auto uccident in California.
I was campletely exonerated. o

Do you remember my first intrrview on September 30, 191?

°
I remember the interview very well. I did nut remember
the date. '

Do you remember a list of certain organisations of which
mnnc—borlndtor'hiohmlpoh? .

Irem;nbe:-:thaty}mhldmchamt. 7 was a member of
very few any of them, lo ©, and had spoken
nass meetings of some, ’ n¢ e ' Sa

Here is a copy of that list. I &n going over this fully.

Didyouatthattindq:an the speeche erred
to in that list? . i

No, Sir.

WF0 101-2190
VILLIAM PICKENS
EXHIBIT nI»
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Jordan:

Mr. Pickens:

Mr. Jordan:

Kr. Pickens:

¥r. Jordan:
Mr. Pickens:

Mr. Jordan:
Mr. Pickens:

Mr. Jordan:
Mr. Piok.m!

Mr. Adams:

Mr. Pickens:
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Q. Did you make a speech at the American Rescue Ship
ldssion in Manhattan Center on December 1, 195407

A. After hearing that there was same thation about' the
Resc1a Ship Movement and use of its funds, I, with
other libesral peopls,withdrew from the relly.

Q. In connection with this rally, to what extent did you
participate?

A. I was just an invited speaker, because they knew that
pecple liked to hear me on liberal social Questions
and democracy.

Q. You delivered onas speech?

A. If I spoke at all it was only one brief speech.

Q. Were you a member?

A. Not a member. I was a speaker invited because I had
Just been in Spain, '

Q. Were you a member of the New York Tom Mooney Conand ttee?
A. I do rot think I was ever a nember of the Thomas l(oonq

Commdittee, but I remember nearly 20 years 4go, when I

_that had convicted him wanted hinm released,.I made a
Poor man's contribution and hoped for his relsase.

Q- Then you were not a member of the Tom Mooty Committee?

A.Immmn—berofthocc-wnm,mddonot_u |
netllmrbd.ngubdtobecman-berot\thoh
Mooney Committee. '

Q. Did you know thut the Tom. Noondy Comnittes was suppos-
edly made wp of Commiard sta?

A. I knew that' [ 1% '-borl.' of the Comittee were not

sts, dnd I was indifferent to politics in the
matter. A

Q. Woat was your connection with' the Greater New York e
Inaliensble Rights? You are listed
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Jordan:

Pickens:

Jordan:

Pickens:

Adans:

Pickens:

Pickens:

Adans ;

Pickens:
Jordan:

Pickens:
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. Did ever participate in an Al an behalf of Sem
e Du'c:"v:ith the National I‘odpnuop of Constitutiocnal
Liberties? |

A. I do not remember the National Federation of consti tu-
tional Liberties and was never active in this organisation,

Q. Did you sign the petition which appeared in the "Dai 1y
Worker® dated December 19, 1940, urging the relsase of Sam
Darcy?

In December 1540, the Daily Worker had been "oussing™ me

out for nearly ten years. T would be signing nothing for
thea then. Hcwever, I may have signed the petition urg-

ing the release of San Darcy which was published in the

Daily Worker, but this petition was signed by me only be-
cauaoImintcmtedinSuDucyuanindividulmd

had no relationship to politics. As a matter of fact, I

do notmbzov-hctherbarcyovermor is today a ¢
Commmist,

A

A. T do not know of that organisation, but have a faint
naaory of the name "Darcy®. I read the Papers,

Q. I{ anycns requested you to make a ‘statement or to sign a

A. I often inquired and often refused to sign documents op
statements because I Suspected the radicalism or commu-
nism of the people submitiing them. However, I never
asked about the politics of an audience which I was in-
vited to address, but only about the subject which they
wanted =+ to discuss. Our orgardisation was always asking
for specx -s.

Q. Were you, as a matter of fact, ever a Comrmnist?

A. I never was a Communist. Inoverhada.nida that I ever
could be a Commmunist.

Q. You were listed a3 a2 m&r of the American Friends of
Spanish Demooracy,

A. In 1938 I went to Spain, as an observing tourist, on a
regular American Passport, and as an observer for gcme
New York medical and anbulance comittee. I gsaw samething




Four.

¥r. Jordang Qe

Mr. Piockens: A.

Xr. Jordan: Q

Mr. Piokens: A.

Mr. Jordan: Q.

Kr. Plokens: 4.

Mr. Adams: Ql

Xr. Pickenss 4.

Kr. Adams: Q.

Mr. Piokens: A.

Mr, Jordans Q,

Nr. Piokens: .4,

» 2 g

of tho Civil War damage. When I returned, all sorts of
orgenizations asked me to tell what I 8aw. Perhaps I
wlso gave my dollar in oollections, but I never was a
momber of any active committes. I may have been listed
as & nmember of the committes solsly because I gave a
dollar toward their causoc.

Yere you connected with the publication entitled "Fightt"

1 nnver was connected with the pubdlicaticm called "Fight®,
but I recsll seeing one or two issues of Lt. I had not the
time to reed it. I may have been listed as Vice-Chairman
but not with my consent.

You were listed as Vice-Chairman.

I do not: recall being asked to be Vice-Chairman of "Pight",
They would not ask me if it were communistio. The Commu-
nists had no use for my mssooiation after "The Soottedoro
Cll.-' '

fers you a member of the Counoil for Pan-Anerioan Demooracy?

1 was in the Cowncil for Pan-American Demoaracy. The aim
soemed good in the face of Ruropean Facisnm,

Did you take u$ part in the programs or organigation? .

1 conferred and argued at ‘meetings of their WIVO . :
Committes, but they always selected others to sposk at tReir

large meetings. @

)

] c ]
Did you caatridbute amy artiales or make speechzs for these
organizations? '« . o .

- I

I was Pleld Seorétary for the Natiomal Association for the |
Mvanaement of Oolored People having more to do with - C
gathering funds epd meabershipe than qther officers. ' Theye ' ;e
other organizatidns offered us ‘opportunities Lor getting o
our wares . bNfér#-the pudblio and I Xy have spoken ore. b o
many of these :o% tlons. Politios wonld. ﬂdﬁ‘,;ozgr.'l&o“

16, 1 ‘& Comtunlsh,” they knaw. 5““'&"‘
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Mr. Jordan:®

Mr. Pickens:

Mr. Jordan:

¥r. Pickens:

Nr. Jordan:

¥r. Pickens:

Xr. Jordan:

Mr. Pickens:

¥r. Jordan:

Nr. Fickens:

Mr. Jordan:

Xr. Pickens:

Ur. Jordan:

Mr. Pickens:
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+ You are 2isted as sponsor of the Citisens Rally on
3 April 13:‘191&0, held by the American Cammittee for
Democracy and Intellectual Freedom.

A. I do not remembor ever having attended a meeting or a
camnittee "For Democracy and Intellectual Freedom®

but the aim sounds so good that I might have signed as
a perfunctory "sponsor® for such a meeting.

Q. Do you remember anything about this organization?

A. I remamber nothing about such an organisation, except
the name.

Q. You are listed as a guest of honor it the meeting of the
New York Conference for Inalizaable hights held July 29,
1940, and the notice appeared in the Daily Worker on
July 28, 1940.

A. I do not read the Daily Worker so I never say anything
there. I cannot sy "yes" or "no®. I g9 to =4 many
things. It may have becn a dinner =:..erence at which I
was only a diner and listener.

2. Are you a meaber of the American Frisnds of Spanish Peopls?

A. I went to Europe as a tourist in 193¢. While in Europe the
Kedical Bureau Camzittes requested that I g0 to Spain as an
observer of their work. I went at Iy owmn expense and the
Coudittee secured for me a visa froa the State Departnent.
fihen I returned fion Europe there vece many meetings held
for the neody Spanish pecple. They always passed thes hat
for donations and I always donated. Perhaps they call xy
donations a mencbership,

's)

Do you remember contributing to the "New Masses" publica-
tica? ’

A. I remember writing, at the sorsmal request of the oditor
of New lasses, whan T had seen a moment in Spain, an article
a time or two, which he published, and (also at his Tequest)
an article a time or two which he refused to publish.

Q. Do you remember the article, "Why the Negro Must be Anti-
Fascist?" )

A. I remember quite well "Wy the Negro Must Be Anti-Fascist®, '
It was a good article when Fascim began to threaten the
world.

Q. Do you remember the United States Congress Against War?
A. I remember a Congress of the League Against War and Fa‘aoin.
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kr. vurcarz Q. Were you a member of the American League Against War and
Facisn? .
Lr. Pickers: A. I was & member at its first reoting, but later Harry Laidler,
torpen Thenas, dary Fex, and nery other non-Cammunists
Topped out when the Communists (a few weeks after the {irst
mzeting) nenifested a desire to muke the League Comunist.

dr. Aduuisg S+ Did you in that organization, or ny organization, try to
prohibit arms shipped tc Europe?

kr. Pckenst A. I had no interest or information about ams shipments o
Eurcpe. I was interested only in charity monsy for the
| Poor people I had seen struggling thers (in Spaim).

o

Lr. Jordan; R+ ifere you a signer of a letter to the President gubliahed
. in the "New Masses", pudblished April 2, 1540,

Kr. Pickens: A. I huve wrilten and signed many letters to the President .
of the United States; but do not recall the specific cae
You menticn, ’

kr. Adams; e I understard the letter was to get one Metican by‘ the ndre
of Constanta Lemana into this country to shpeak,

Lr. Pickons: A. I remember signing some letters, a .time or two in the past,
to try to get some porson permission to visit the Unit
States, as I mysell had to &% such aid when visiting .
foreign countries., "I remenber having beea interested to
€% & Spanish waman ‘leader in to lecture. The petition was
not granted. . » T : . Cd

Xr. Adams: Qe The woman was refused 'i,r:lu{ g . .
- . B S S . : oSt e
Mr. Piokens: A, It dsemed, md seems, normal and right for a sftizen to ssk )
the ;"n_cid_mt.l‘or fuckt privileges, for himgel? op for others.

¥ Adazar - Q. D4 you know that this POTIOD es & Comuniuéy | L

- I N T ST DL LY

I krow, ¢aly. that dhe wag! Bright leader shone Soan -y _\'.'-;-'",.!,.
' .. Bepublichis ohon I'wis 12 firseltne, ‘uad' dig 11 g p IR
| IR BTV o xb pe the privilige of seaing the ‘tnaids
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Do you have any connection with that Comittee?

I was never a member of the Comaittee, but I favored its
effort to help, medioally and by ambulances, the Spaniah

peopla,

Since your wppoiatment to the War Savings Staff, what par-
ticipation have /ou made in any other organization, either
&5 & speaker or writer.

{ an a life nember of the League for Industrial Demooracy.
1 a2 also a meabar of the Urban League, civi) Liberties
Jnion, lNatione Aszociation for the Advancement of Colored
P32ple, and so00ial fraternities. I never cared for radical
organizations, with whose work I have no time to check and
interest nyself in,

Are you la Sympathy with any Progrurs the Communists pramote?

srandly, 1 have mo objsolions to what Kussians do in Russia,
vt am oppused to thelr running this ocountry. I like domocragy
tetter after voserving Communish e bit. This ocountry strikes
&9 as being bettor without Cormunism in conirel of government;
I do not imow muey about their aims. Scme of the aims may be
very sood. ’

“Yere Jou a member of the nﬁtionml cormittee of any labor
dolernse?

< ml o omenper of the Interna*iona? Labor Jefeuse Cammittse,
Wi (4 started, advertising itselfl as "nun-partiaan", and
eoking we wn! others to Join,-« "¢ Protect the rights of
the persecuted workingran, Tegardless of rage or ocreed r-
Mtienality,  After attending about two meetings of th»
Comulttes, I observed that ths Comaunist brethren were
ruuviing the show, a:d I simply dropped out, perhaps to their
reliel, and made nc comment op protest,

312 you appear on a pProgram with Congrsssman Marcantanio
some time during the P83t two or three Jears?

1 recall speaking on one Progran, for Spanish Refugees,

on which the Honorabls yp., Marcantonio wasz the principal
Speaker. The meeting was held in the game building where
tha Youth Congress had met the Preceding sumrer, and at
which 3rs. Roosevelt and 1 both 8poke on different progran
hours, .

Lr. Pickens, these are all the questions I have to ask.

Is there anything furthe- Jou would 1ike ¢, say?




i
Sighrt. . ‘ { '

wre rickens: A, Yes. I have never Yot been offsred membership in the
comaunist Party. I lhave seen people of 11 political
persuasions, from Horolulu *o Warsaw, snd from Seattle
to Vienna, but no Com:zunist evsr cet asked me to join
nis party. They ovidently did not deam me it to do so.

Ons thing which Srought me into nominal membership with
nany liberal and lawful organizations, was the fact that
i was an officer of the National Association for the
idvarsenent of Colored People, and we were continually
asking cthers to join, and psy their dollar, and then
foerget it if they wished. Naturally we returned the
compliment when they asked us to Join, if they were not
too radical and if we had the dollar. I have been a
menber of meetings and organizations in whigh there |
W83 some Communist member, sometimes to my Imowledge,

cftener perhaps without my Jnowledge, .

<y intellectual curiosity, as the Director of my
Oivision calls it, since I left Yale Univeraity, haa
brought me into meny contsots, but has never Yot nade
@6 & Comaunist. There is no doubt in my mind that if
I had lived for 60 more years, without ever gseeing the
irside of a Treasury office, I could never have beoome
a Communist. It was By own cholce. If I could have
agreed with them, I would long ago have joined them.
22t I am & democrat, and will always be sc. It is the . 1
privilege of an Ameriocan,

When the League Against War and Facism was organized, I 4
wAs & member of the organizing committee, which started

. with a "Congress Againgt War and Facism.” I went in as :
& member of the League for Industrial Dezoorsey, with
Norman Thomas, Narry Laidler, Mary Fox, and at their sug- )
gostion and request. It was & great Congress,~- men from {
ocean to ocean and from the gulf to the lakes. 1t was ’
depression time, and mamy had hitchhiked to New York.

The Congress was intended. Py all of.us to be striotly ‘111;
"non-partisan® ad by no means Communist. But a few weeks oy
. after our great:.mecting, I (being in Chicago at the time) o
' received a telegran from Rhe Seoretary of'the League of T
International mouq.‘nprnmti ¢ Thomas, . Jaldler, o
al., that they were resigning deosuse the. Compmists wers '
talking too muoh powsr lnd!'}ipgltin in the tovement, + ax
saying frankly that sinee b into 1% undey
Lluence, and as & menber &f the League dr Iag
Democracy only; they kméw thay, ,

I wired ¥iss Pox Fesignat)
the other l.oqg b :
" ""f..* ¢

Ty .




Communists were perhaps in charge of it,

the best of my knowledge and belief.

-That. ended that. The League later changed its neme to
The League Por Peace and Democracy, but I never had
snything more to do with it. Earl Browder and The

The foregoing statement consisting of nine (9) Pages was made of
By omn free will and accord without eny ocoeroion or intimidation on the
pert of anyone, and is signed under oath as being true and corract to

~ (B1gned)

Subscribed and sworn to before me
this Lith day of February, 1943,
in Warhington, D. C.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
CERTIFICATION OF AUTHENTICITY

CAMERA OPERATOR

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT I HAVE PHOTOGRAPHED THE
DOCUMENTS APPEARING ON THIS FICHE-FILE IN ACCORDANCE
WITH ESTABLISHED PROCEDURES (66-19087-20).

CAMERA OPERAT
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GRAPHING OF THE DOCUMENTS APPEARING ON THIS FICHE-
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The emplayoe's nume apposred as vice—chairman of the American
Leaguo against War and Fascism and h: was an adult consultant at one time |
for the Amorican Youth Conference. .

It should be noted that each of tha three groups mentionod ai
havs been cited by the Attornay General as coming within the purview of i
Fxecutive Qrder 9835,

\

The American Comaittos for the Protection for the Foreign Sorn \
was cited as a Communigt front organization by the “peclal Comrittee on '
Un-\merican Activities, House of Repuunutim. 79th Congress, on Uarch '
29, 19¢. In the Roriorandum from Mr. T. Vincent ~uimn, Assistant Attorney
Gemr.l duted March 1, 1948, 1t was stated that where tiore s any substantial :
oviience that an organisation may fall within the purviow of the President's .
fxeszutive Order 9835, an investigation should be initiuted. mm this memorundum |
¥r. cuinn mentionod the Amarican Cormitteo fur Protection of the Poreign Born i
as being one of those argunisations, '

In addition to the abowve organisations, emplayee has associated with
& large mmmrofzmupcmm}unb«nciud by the fouse Comnittee on M-
American Activities,

The report of Special Agent W, W, Fiagher dated Ry 13, 1940' ad
ok £ile 810N

New York City, New Yo s ontitled “Japancse Propuganda Activities b6
in the United States; Informant,” raflocts an interviow with 2.
Confidential ml‘mmﬂ [ | bﬂ’%
The informant BdE
: por, w ed by a porson
Nemod : . 8 Killiam Pickens
field tiomal Assocdation for the Adwancement. of Colored

Pnoplo N

- .
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To: The Federal Bur

The following information is furnished for identification purpo
tory loyalty information contained ln’)our

NDARD , FORM

A
L

REQUY

FOX REPORT O

M LOYALTY L [A
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v Cirll Bervies [
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|

cau of Invest
files. (The finge

igation, Washington 25, D. C.
ses on the person named below. Kindly furnish a report on any dcroga-
rprints of this person are attached.)

are net aoceptable)

1. FULL NAME ~ " (Ghea came) (UAdIe o other macves)
(initlals and abridge-
h -enl.-. o full pame ?_’»_M! William S
T

2. ALIASES AND NICKNANES

% DATE OF THIS REQUEST
Jetobar 22, 1947

None
4. SPECIAL NUMBERS KNOWN To REQUESTING AGENCY (FBI mumber or FBI Ifle number, passport oumdar, Army or Na
Identification, alien registration oumber, Boclal Becurity pumber, ete. Epecify which)

Social Security No.

068-07-8711

5. PLACE OF BIRTH

6. DATE OF BIRTH

7. TITLE OF POSITION, occupaTION OR PRO-
FESSION

"y serial pumbder, seaman’s eertificate of

EJ‘

(&

5

-

Associated Negro Pregs;
ment of Colored People.

National

Urban League; National Asgoc

Anderson County, south Carolina | Jan.15, 1881 Director, Interracial Segtio;
U.S.Savings Bondg biv 8
8. SEX S. MARITAL STATUS 10. IF MARRIED, GIVE $PousE's rFuLL NAME, AND DATE A’IDAI:;ACi';F llélézl)
g :::fu ED] :':::;D Minnie Cooper McAlpine (Pickens), York, Ala.
ILA'}J';?LAI:‘TZI?J:'SONS WITH WHICH AFFILIATED OTHER THAN RELIGIOUS OR POLITICAL ORGANIZATIONS OR THOSE WHICH SHOW RELIGIOUS OR POLITICAL
Phi Beta Kappa Society; Pni Beta Kappa Associates; Omega Pgi Phy Fraternity

iation for the

Advance-

12. DATES AND PLACES OF RESID

Date

Temporary : May, 194

1933-1947; Permanent--260 Wost 139th 8t, ,
1 to Febd., 1942;
S, 1942 to present: 400 T St., N.W,, W

—D.C. ]

Temporary: Feb.1
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New York
1203 Kenyon St.N.¥.. W
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n — D0, . ]

State

—
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Date

1941 %o 1947 - Savings

1920-1942: Nat.Assn,for Adv
—————=<=c:  NaL.Assn,for Advy,

Employer

ES OF EMPLOYERS FoR THE LAST 10 YEARS

Address

angement of Colored People, 69 Fifth Ave New York City:
: L ty,

S
For two months in 1938 (June and J-

%

e .

Bonds Divigion : U.8.Trea

le. THIS AGENCY HAS |

—
AGENCY WHICH MA
——— ]

ALTY INFORMATION
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TO . 8. J. TRaCY }g// DATR: April 29, 1948

) . 2 g
FROM : %Czri _ el
: o D. M. LaDD Iy b/?k‘f‘)

SUBJECT: VILLIAN PICKI NS o I/
Director, Interracial Section
U. S. Savings Bonds Division
! Treasury Department
New York, New York
LOYALTY OF GIOVERNIENT EMPLOYZES

L LT
g
GI

Building, Wasnington, D. cC.

Maiden name, if married: -

Date and place of birth: January 15, 1881, Anderson‘County, South Carolina

Department and Agency for whonm employed: U, §, Treasury Department

Previous Government employment : -_

Was case opened on Form 84 or Form g5. 84
If so, date form received: (October 28, 1947 S/

k; Other pertinent identifying data: (Including Military service numbersg and
' Alien Registration numbersg)
v SS#: 068-07-8711

g dzw@

RE%:CTS:cg,“\

v
ADDENDUY 5=26-48 (31) Based upon information furnished a
is attacheq vhich may be identical with the above subject,

}n
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The following is the record of FBI number .
Director,

DISPOBITION

—_——

CoONTInUTOR OF N’_.4E AND NUMBER A*;:;!&T,{,EDOB’ CHARGE

FINGERPRINTS
- D ———

-

. PD, Columbia, s, c. William Pickenn 5-8.h2 §5.50 - 5 dayn
! #22408

—~—
C.5. Comrn. William Picreng P. P. Bocition: porier
. Hash., p. ¢. rosidecce; 1714 12-1-43 Rationtng Posrg,
i Khoat, Columbia, Columdiqg, Rlehlana Couwwt,
‘ S. C. Colmbia, S. C.

born: 5.10-81
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DATB: May 26, 1948

@Y HOTTEL, SAC, WASHINGTON FIELD

0
WILLIAM PICKENS

Director, Interracial Section
U. S. Savings Bonds Division

Treasury Department

New York, New York

LOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

Rebulet April 2

The files of th
reflect that invest
in New York City an

A photostatic ¢
PFEIFFER, Treasury

9, 1948,

e Intelligence Unit, Treasury Department,
igation was conducted by that Unit during 1941
d Washington, D, ¢,

opy of the'report of Special Agent BERNARD V,
Derartment, dated July 10, 1541 at New York,

. e, bttt e ot o oo e o @

New York, is enclosed for any assistance it may be to New York

in their investigat
CC: New York (REG

LEG:IAS
101-2190
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NEWARK TRGENT

\

WILLIAM PICKENS, DIRZCTOR, INTERRACIAL SECTION, US SAVINGS BONDS DIVISION,
TREASURY DEPARTSZNT, NY, NY, LOE. EMPLOTEE NOW SIITY SEVEN YEARS OF AGE.
FROM NINETEEN TWENTY TO NINETEEN PORTY TWO HE WAS FIELD SECRETARY ARKD
LATER DIRECTCR OF BRANGAES OF NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FCR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
COLORED PEOPLE. EMPLOYED BY THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT IN WASIINGTON, DC
STNCE NINETSEN PCRTY ONE. HBIPLOYEE HAS FEEN A NEMBER OF NUMEROUS COMUNIST
FRONT OROANIZATIONS AND ®AS VICK CHATRMAN OF AMERICAN LEAGUE AGAINST AR
AND FASCISW. NYC RATCH ACT FILE ON EMPLOYEE CONTAINS A SERIAL AITH
b6

INFORVATION ON EMPLOYEE; TH". SOURCB OF THIS INFORMATION WAS LISTED AS b7C
b7D

THIS SERIAL MENTIONS THAT ENPLOYEE IS A PLEDOED CO'NUNIST WORKING AMCNG
THE SOCIALISTS AND STATZS HE REGULARLY PUBLISHED ARTICLES IN THE "DAILY
WORKER.* NO FURTHER INDICATION AS TO HOW THIS INFORMATION WAS OBTATNED /)/
OR OF THE RELIABILITY OF THIS INFORMATION. REQUEST A RECONTACT WITH K. V.
CONRAD AND SUTEL THIS OFFICE ANY PERTINENT INFORMATION OBTAINED IN ADDITION
TO SUBVITTJAG REPCRT. BUDED MAY TWENTY NINW NEXT.
-0 AYTR
SCHEIDY - + % *'.‘ ’

CC: FUREAU Z/ ‘ ‘ / Al - (‘['70_5:"‘ /

LEC: EXP /@ Y
2449 §)AUG211948 S é/
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VILLIZG PICKENS, TREASURY, LGE. J. b,-MATTHEws, FORMER cyxtrfg5m'

\

IIZVESTiCATOR OF DIES COMIITTEE IS NQU,RESIDING IN NYC. VAS ‘f-ﬂ?
CHAIRIAN OF LEAGUE AGAINST WAR AND "?}\SCISM AT TIME EMPLOYEE WAS

VICL CHAIRIIAN OF THATPRGAJIZATION. BUREAU AUTHORITY IS REQUESTED
TO Inu_RVI -W UATTHEWS. SUTEL' IF GﬁANTED. BUREAU IS ALSO ADVISEDl‘.

S
[IAT
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Miss Gandy.oe. ...

—————

WILLIAM PICKENS, DIRECTOR, INTERRACIAL SECTION, U S SAVINGS BONDS

CIV., TREASURY DEPT. NEW YORK , NY. LGE.

MAY TWENTYNINE LAST.

REURTEL TO NEWARK DATED
E. V. CONRAD STATES NEVER KEARD OF WILLIAMS

PICKENS AND NEVER PREVIOUSLY INTERVIEWED BY FBI AGENTS. SUTEL THIS '\ ..

OFFICE ANY ADDITIONAL INFO.
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REW YORX, Wew yorg
JUNE 5, 1943
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1 “HING TON FIELD
WILLIAM PICXENS, TREASURY, LGe,

ROUTINE
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New York, N.Y.
¥ June 8, 1948

NEWARK TRGENT

>

0 ' i
WILLIAM PICKENS, TREASURY, LOE. REURTEL JUNZ THRER LAST, NO FURTHFR
‘- e

INFO AVAILABLE, IN NIC FILE REGARDING INFORMATION PREVIOUSLY FURNISHED.
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June P, 1948

CEICAGO - URGENT
WILLT gy PICKENS, DIRECTOR, INTRRRACIAL SECTION, U. . SAVINGS BONDS
DIVISION, TREASURY DRPT, NEW YCRX, ¥. Y., LOE. REBULET APRIL TWENTY
WINTH LAST. RMPLOYSR 8IXTY SEVEN YRARS OF AGE. PROM NINETEER TWENTY
| TO FORTY TWO HB WAS FIELD SECRETARY AND LATBR DIRECTOR OF BRANCHZ" Op
t FATIONAL ASSOCIATION YOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE. ENPLOYED
| BY TRRASURY DRPT. IN WASHINGTON, D. C. STNCE NINETEEN FORTY ONE.
F{PLOYEE HAS BREN A MEXBER OF NUUEPO‘US CMU_NIS!‘ FRONT ORGANIZATIONS
AND FORMERLY WAS VICB CRAIRMAN OF AMERICAN LEAGUR AGAINST WAR AND
FASCISM. INFORMATION RRCEIVED FHAT BMPLOYER FORMERLY WROTE ARTICLES
FOR ASSOCIATED NAORO PRESS WHICH FERB DISTRIBUTED TO VARIOUS NEGRO
NEWSPAPERS IN U, S. HEADQUARTERS op _AIBSOCIATRD NEGRO PRESS IN CHICAGO,
RBQULST APPROPRIATE CONTACT WITH AUTTORITIES THERE AND REVIEW AVAILABLE

WRITINGS RRLEASED DY THAY PRESS. BUDED PASY. i
P 08Bk 10¢ SCHEID? ' -
oo Bureau / L T TR T .
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! FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION
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Inter-Racial Section, U.S. Savings Bonds . . H
D’iViSiOn, TI‘G&SUI‘Y Department -LoOYALTY OF GOVERNMENT EALPLOYEE‘S

: New York, New York

| SYNOPSISOF FACTS: FRANK MARSHAL%AVIS, editor, "Agsociated
Negro Press," "states he has known PICKENS .
; for 13 years -through PICKENS! activities
: in the NAACP. DAVIS atates PICKENS is loyal
American in hig opinion. DAVIS states "Associ -
ated Negro Press" has only 3 articles written
by PICKENS concerning a trip tc Hawaii,
Articles sumarized, Information concerning
FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS set forth,
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WILLIAM PICKENS

Director

Inter-Racial Section

U.S. Savings Bonds Division
Treasury Department

New York, New York

LOYALTY F GOVERNMENT EMPLOYZES
June 12, 1948

Chicago, Illinois

III. RESULTS OF INVESTIGATION

Mr. FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS, Editor of the "Associated Negro Press," 3507 South
Park Avenus, Chicago, Illinois, advised that he had held this position for
the past thirteen Yyears and that during that period of time he has been ac-
quainted with WILLIAM PICKENS., He stated that PICKENS had become nationally
known as a field representative of the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, and has been a frequent contributor of articles pub-~
lished by the "Associated Negro Press.: 4Ye stated that during Torld War II
PICKENS was a representative of the Treasur,- Department, Division of War Bond
Purchases.

DAVIS stated that he would never question PICKENS' loyalty to the United
States and has no information that PICKENS was ever a member of the Commu-
nist Party or any other organization, other than the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People.

DAVIS stated PICKENS was one of the persons who was most instrumental in
developing Negro support for the war effort., He stated that PICKENS broke
relations with the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
during World War II because of his praise of the Tuskegee Air Force School
and Fort Huachua, in Arizona, which camps practiced segregation of Negroes.
DAVIS stated that the National Association for the Advancement of GColored
People biiterly oppot ed such segregation, but that PICKENS maintained that
such action was Necessary in winning the war, inasmuch as the war effort

was the primary issue. 11 4.9 73 9

DAVIS stated that it was not the practice of the "Associated Negro Presst
to keep articles from its various contributors unless some future news
value could be foreseen in the writings. He stated that there were only
three columns available written by PICKENS, which pertained to a trip made
by PICKENS to Hawaii in behalf of the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People in 1936. These articles ares "Hawaii", by WILLIAM
PICKENS, dated August s, 1936; "Under the Banyan Treet, by WILLIAM PICKENS,
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dated August 10, 1936; and "Military Morals in Hawaii®, by WILLIAM PICKENS,
date not shown., The above three articles dealt with PICKENS!' observations
on Hawaii during a visit there and relations between the Japanese, Chinese,
Hawaiians and Negroes in that territory. The articles contained no informa-
tion bearing on PICKENS! observation of the governmenta. policies in Hawaij
or basing any criticism on the American type of admiristration there.

an organization which was declared by the Attorney General on November
1947 as coming within the purview of Executive Order 9835,

a reliable confidential informant, who will not furnish a signed
Statement and who will not appear before a Loyalty Hearing Board as a witness,
advised that FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS, in May, 1545, was a member of the Dorie
Miller Communist Political Association Club, District #8, Chicago, Illinois.
The Communi st Party, Usa, formerly the Comminist Political Association, is

2,

Chicago T-1, a reliable confidential informant, who declined to furnisgh a

signed statement and stated that he would not appear as a witness before a

Loyalty Hearing Board, advised that FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS, 3558 Vincennes,

Chicago, Illinois, a newspaper man, was a member of the 2d Ward Club,

Communist Political Association, in 1945 and had been a member since Novem-

ber, 1944.

|:;:_| 8 reliable confidential informant, who declined 4o furnish a signed
S

atement and said that he woyld not appear as a witness before a Loyalty

Hearing Board, advised that FRANK MARSHALL DAVIS has been editor of the
"Chicago Star" since it commenced publication in Chicago, Illinois on

July 4, 1946, This informant stated that the "Chicago Star" is a weekly

newspaper controlled and dominated by the Communist Party, District #8,
Chicago, Illinois,

1 iﬂf" 4;*’1:’i;
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| SYNOPSIS OF FaCTs: WILLIAM PICKENS born 1/15/a1, Anderson County, South
y Cerolina, Education and employment history set out,
/] Faployed Treasury Departament gince 5/15/11, Investi-
gation based an connection with N.FOCOL.’ AO!.C. and
Ve AL.AN, & F, Neighbors ang fellow employees believe
. PI

ter of 1947, Copies of hearing and other material con-
tained in f1)eg of Ty, submitted, Copy of hearing cone
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WFO #101-2190
WILLIAM PICKRNS
Director, Interracial Section
U. 8. Savings Bonds Division
Treasury Dapartment
Washington, D. C.
LOYALTY OF QOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES

June 17, 1948
Washington, D. Ce

I. PERSONAL HISTORY

The personnel file of WILLIAM PICKENS at the Treasury
ment, Washington, D. C., and "Who's Who in America™ for 1948-49 contain

the following information concerning Mr. PICKENS:

He was born January 15, 1881, in Anderson County, South Carolina,
the son of JACOB and FANNIE (PORTER) PICKENS., He graduated from the Union
High 8chool, Little Rock, Arkansas, as valedictorisn of his class; he re-
ceived an A.B. degree from Talladega College, Alabama, in 1902; an A.B,
degree from Yale University in 1904; a diploma from the British Esperento
Association in 1906; an A.M, degree from Fisk University, Tennessee, in
1908; a Litt, D, degree from Selma University, Alabama, in 1915; and a LL.

D degree from Wiley University, Marshall, Texas, in 1918,

He married MINNIE COOPER McALPINE, August 10, 1905, and they

have the following children: b6
b7C

Ho is .mutmmmumumnmq, Phi Beta
Kappa (Yale), Phi Beta Kappa Association, Omega Psi Phi; is an ex~-presidents
of the Alabama State Teachers Association; is a member of the Masonic, Knights
of Pythias.and Odd Fellow Lodges; and is the author of the followine named

books:

\

N e e - A Ao

Abrahan Lincoln, Man and Statesman, 190;;
The Hedr of Slaves, 1910 (autobiography);

Frederiok Douglass and the Spirit of Freedom, 1912;

Fifty Years of Emancipation, 1913;

The UJtimate Effects of ation and Discrimination, 1915;

The New Negro, 1916 (a ection of essays);

The Negro in the Light of the Great War, three editions, 1919;
The Vengence of the Gods, 1921, (a collection of short stories); |

=l 4978 1{%
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WFO #101-2190

Bursting Bonds, 1923 (lutobiognplv);
American Aesop, 1926 (A collection of after-dinner stories),

PICKENS visited Europe in 1913, 1926-1927, 1929, 1932 and 1938,
v He lectured in England, Scotland, Germany, Poland and Russia in 1926-1927;
* lectured in Geneva, Vienna and Germany in 1932, '

"Mho's Who in American for 1948-1949 and the personnel file of
the smployee at the Treasury Departaent contains the following information
concerning his eaployment hictory:

. From 1904 to 1914 he was a Language Professor at Talladega Col-
{ lege; in 1914 and 1915 he was Profeasor of Greek and Sociology at Wiley Uni-
versity; from 1915 to 1918 he was Doan of Morgan College, Baltinore, Maryland;

fense Savings Staff, Office of the Socretary, Treasury Dopnrtunt, Washing-
ton, D. C, He has been eaployed by the Treasvry Department since that time
and at present his Civil Service cm-i.ficatim, is Informatien and Editorial
Specialist (Gcnorll); however, he 1s the Director of the Interracial Section,
U. 8. Savings Bonds Division, Treasury Dcpnrt-unt, with headquarters 5t Wash--

of Interior, part time during 1937 and 1938, He 4s also a camtributing edi.
tor of the Associated Negro Press of the United States, Mr. PICKENS resides
at 400 T Street, Nw, Nubingtcn, D, C., and also maintaing a residence at
260 West 139th Street, New York, New York,

II, BASIS FOR THE IN!&IIQZIQ

0n December 19, 1940, the Daily Worker, an East Cosiat Commmnigt
Newspaper, carried An article devoted to an al to Governor OLSON of Cali-
fornia to diamigs charges against SAM AD ARCY, described in the artiole as
a Conmmnigt leader, This appeal appeared on Page 5 of the Daily Worker of
ve been sponsored by the National Federation fop ,
wa

KENS of the National Association fop the Advancement of Colored People, New

Tork, New York, Photostatie ooples of this article are enclosed with this re

port as Exhibit A, The Naticnal Federatia for Constitutiona) Liberties has

| been declared by the Attorney General of the Uniteq Statos to be an @ ganiga~
tion which comes within the parview of Exsoutive Order 9835,

Washington T-1, a reliable informant who declired to farnish
& signed statement or app:u- before a Loyalty Hearing Board, adviged that ;
&t the convention of the Amerigan Youth Congress beld in Ney York from July
1 to July 55 1939, WILLIAX PICKRIS of the Natienal Associaticn for the Ade !
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vancement of Colored Peopls was an adult consultant at a penel discussiocm
on the subject of "interfaith and interracial understanding®, The Ameri-
can Youth Congress has been declared by the Attorney General to be within
tho purview of Executive Order 9835, :

According to a book entitled *The Odyssey of a Fellor~Travaler®
written by J. B. MATTHIMS, former chairman of the American League Agninst
Var and Fascirm, WILLIAM PICKENS was one of the Vise Chairman ¢f that or~
ganigation. The Ameriocan League Against War and Fascisa has besn declared
by the Attorney Geneml to be within the purview of Exscutive Osrder 9835,

Z1ls RESULTS OF INVRSTIGATION .
Washington T-1 has no further information to offer cancerning the
employee, .

Mr, LAURINCE M. OLNEY, Field Director and Associate Natiocnal Di-
rector of the United States Savings B<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>