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wﬂdmtdﬁmkt&t-&muudwnmm. The Commmists had
umdummtumymdammmquummwmm

erims, mmyutmxmmmdumunwumm one
with all the mexbers there, ngardhuofuoooroolor;hbhurtmtum
mdthoirhurunrohis;mdwhms-nmchnthtmudmuputh

otbers, that degree of onensess, u"htnat.rhlhu-d.hhunu.ﬁcbha
been nmdorodfranthabywrongdoi.ng,thtnhomtrhomduy.ma.mu
of the deepsest morality in the world: tI'a gailty. Forgive mo.t"

WRIGHT omtimudththmt,'m:,ton,mcmcuchd
glory; and yet, because 4t had condemnsd ms, because it was blind and ignorant,
I felt that it was a spectacle of borror. The blindness of their limited lives—
lives truncated and impoverished by the oppression they bad suffered 1?
Cumzmism—-made

treason
would have followed, And I knew that they felt, with all the strength of their
bhck/b]é;ndaots, that they were Tight.* o

N\

”ﬂa foregoing portion of WRIGHT's articls has been quoted beczuse of
/the fact that it is believed significant in indioating that WRIGHT disspproves
\ghoh mahdtbAmdemdecmdnvingthbm

publicly at this time Wamummcmmmwm

The conc]_ndai i &f bis & e um e oia "
n ater to the Federal Writers Proj mfmd from
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articles were orizinally the final portin of WRIGHT's new book, &8 yot W=
published, en sutobiography entitled, "Black Boy®. . Lo j“

nmuwrmmsmp@miqmwuta—m
furnished by informants indciated WRIGET's break with the Commmist Party
was an actual fact, it was felt that a discrest and careful interview
with WRIGHT might be productive. Bowever, it was ascertained on Aungust
5, mhhmtmamummhmmmmm-mmumh

Bew York Gity until about September 15, 19k
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THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT  HEX Ym, EEW YORK

REFORT MADE AT BATE WHEN MADR L

YEW YORK, MEW YORK 9/5/uly

. TITLE » O
RICHARD EATHANTEL WRIGEHT

o

BY'GFLURORFACTS:
ho= §r§=
&, 3 _‘" -—3 5
- .
! Nl W p
U= Ammw,wwmqumroaaw-
~NSs8 Theme of articles seeas to oonclude with thought that subject -
! ;{ga broks with party because his friends in the Party, including
§ ko #R thoss of his own race, were wunabls to recognise him as their
E friend. Articles do not appear to sttack Commmist Perty as
— .3 &s revolutionary club, but because of failure of individuals
S ., in Party who yrog:rly recognise and deal with problsms in
i society, Articles received wide-spread news newspaper publication,
/// ports of informants and publicity indicates prominent
Gﬁ&fﬂ - / y members concerned over WRIGHT's articles. WRIGHT has
‘_‘Jf Tl authored new book ®"Elack Boy®, en autobiography which is mot
"'?j - expeoted to appear wntil next year. ATLANTIC articles
were originally final portion of this book.
MLL 1RTORUATION CoRThINED
=P &EEREIN IS UnCma: ,"I:..l) '
# ' ZXCEPT s iall e

OTHITNIcz

at New York, Eew York.

REFERENCES Bureau Fils 100-1 .
" Rerers of Speciat o L DR bw ‘

1"001.50'. W of 1. ZSC ‘+ : 0

e g

A g '
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RICEAFD WRIGT

i
bl

) SYNOPSIS OF FACTS:
R Sp~TPIATE FGERCIES b
3 . r1“-7?‘ FTT’E?,-. \ acemey 1 (o 1y s
. (IR wg. > _“' - RUC - REQ. REC'D A b
g"."—‘ vIP - = 7 ) ~ m': OR!'-’. gl b
n [e-x1-fl £As-
A DETATLS: ‘AT WASTwIo0°, D. C.

A review of the indices of the Tashincton Field Office indi-

— | cated that the person referred to s undoubtedly a nationally
- !

prozinent negro euthor by thc nane © : wIGIT, who resides in Lew York
City. It was fowd that numerous references to this RICHATD WRIGHT have been
pade in the Dally Worker cver the cpurse of years, and that inforration with
rerard to hirm has also bcen developed by the Special Coxdttee on Un—-Anerican
Activities, House of Represeatatives, Honcrable VAKTIN DIES, Chairman.
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In view of ‘the fact that PICHARD WRIGT is reported to
recide ir New York City and 4nesouch as there is no further investigation
to be conducted with regard to hic 4n Washington, D. C., the New York City
office is bein; decipgnated office of origin herein and this case is being
cons:deres referred upon cocpletion to that office. \
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RICHARD EATHANTEL WRIGHT - | INTERMAL SBCURITY = C .
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| EYNOPSIS OF FACTS:

KXY FIGURE

Subject presently resides 8 Lefferts Place, Broo
Registered with SS IDB §178jclassified 4&F 1/31/bk o

P

Bureau Fils No. 100157464, ' :
Report of Special Agent dated 5/28/43 at b"

¥ew York Citye

Although 4t is moted that referenced report of Special Agent b‘
” wis,a Closing Report, in view of the fact that Subject is
considered 3. figu An Commumist activities in the Eew York Field Division,

; g

b - this case was M uj:i"tbt_.sctivitiu of Subject have been followed, ‘
i 3 e . -
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It appeared from Subject's contacts with his 1o
his interest in the problem of the Negro has become n.lnos
4t was said that he spparently overlooks ths fact that his own—FiseV
refutes many of his own statements regarding the impossibility v the Megrots
4xproving his personal position. ' ! ‘,

Fro= all the information concerning Subject
and according to information from Informants in ths New Yo'rk Office, Subject
48 continuing his activities as & writer. In additdon—SoaTe~R
books he has also been engaged in the writing of s, most of
which concern the Negro. The public —which has been-received by Subject
WRIGHT is typified by the rather lengthy review of his life sppearing in the
volume "Current Biognphyﬁ, * published by the H. W Wilson Company. 7This -
volume states that , Author, was born September 4, 1908 &nd kis
present address is care of HARPER & BROTHERS, 49 East 33rd Street, Eew York
City. It refers to himasa brilliant young Negro writer whose collection of
short stories "Uncle Tom's Children" won a $500 prise competition in 1938 and
ghose book *Hative Son" was the March, 1940 selection of the Book-of-the-Month
Club. Much of the article contains a review of the character and thems of that
booke

F SRy

|

The 1ife of RICHARD WRIGHT, beginning with his birtb, September 4,
1908,0n a plantation 25 miles from Natches, Mississippi, is summarised, &5
follows: : ; 5 o

. His father, NATHAN WBIGHT, was & xi1]l worker and his mothsr,

_ ELIER WRIGHT, a8 countiry school tescher. The family was continually on the

move 83 his education was very much peglected. ¥hen his mother was ‘stricken
#ith patalysis during the first world war, the Subject was pent to an uncls's -
pouse to live, WRIGHT is quoted as having etated that be did eo much fighting,

ng and school=-cutting that he was sent back to his grandmother who pré=
dicted that he would end on the gallows. He was ?nttin a 7th Day Adventist

a7
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School, taught by his aunt. At 15 bs left home and went to Memphis end got
a job as porter and messengers During the subsequent years bhe worked his
way all over the country woridng at eny kind of job from ditch-digging to
cleridng in a post office. He drifted to Chicago where he had hsard Megroes
stood a better chance of getting Jobs. He wae & clerk for & while and in
1933 had a taste of politics. The review then quotes what is purportedly
the Subject's own statement:

*I becams an assistant precinct csptain in the Republican
Primary Election", be said,"I was promised 8 jobe I didn't
get it. Next time I becems an assistant precinct captein
for the Democrats and was promised & job, which I didn't
get. So then I became a Red. Fow I am what the papers
refer to as a card-carrying Commni st e

In 1935, WRIGHT was on the FEDERAL WRITERS' PROJECT in
Chicago and had sold paper articles and some stories to the magaszines, He
came to New York in 1937 where he again got on the WRITERS' PROJECT, He wrote
gssay on Harlem in the "Hew York Pansrema", Be also did some work on the
11y Borker" and became s contributing editor of the Masses", In 1939,
IGHT reportedly got & Guggenheim fellowship which enabled him to quit

2¢
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karean of Inuvestipatic é .
Tnited Winles Brparbment of Finewe ,;}

June 28, 1944
. , :

T g v,

RE: SBOURITY MATHER
IETIRFAL SECURITY - C

Dear Bir:

1t is recommended that & Security Index card be prepared
relative to the individual named below: ‘

Kame: RICEARD WRIGET
Aliases:
Residence Address: g9 Lefferts Flace, Apertment C-23

Brooklyn 16, Few York

Business Address: Eone .

X  Retive Born Alien Feturalized .
z Coamunist German Miscellaneous
____ Fascist (Itelian) __ Jepanese
e pate of Birth Sept. 4, 1908
£ Place of Birth 'ntchei, uillillippi
Entered U. 6. et
Katuralized (date) .

Katuralized (place and Court)

ALL ’ Very tiuly yours,
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. In the report of Special Agen;,‘_
dated July 8, 1944 st Wew York, H. Y., the Confident ormant is &8 h‘.
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FEDLRA: Bo¥zb_ 0 INVERTIGAT . i.;
U6 DEFAEIMINT OF JL3T 7 HERf A IS UN AN ~
DATE £ 5 JASSIF

(SRR SIS

WASH FROM NEW YORK 2 28 1-14P
L DIRECTOR ~ URGENT A ' ﬂ\/ L/

B W J\(\« Q'
I S \ \V} g P/\M“ ,
5/ j(KY\Z ® o 0\ Y\ W) xll‘ v ik
AIN, RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT, IS-C.' FOR THE BUREAUS INKY @RTICLE

‘ TODAYS NY\-\ERALQ_ TRIBUNE ENTIRED\NEGRO_AUTHOR CRITICIZES REDS AS 1!
/?‘_'j,j,; TOLERANT®", STATES THAT RICHARD WRIGHT, AUTHOR OF ®NATIVE SON® IN DIS:
r—-—-‘-

CUSSING HIS OWN BREAK UITH\COMMUNIST PARTY SAYS PARTY FEARS NEW IDEA!
AND THAT COMMUNIST POSITION ON AMERICAN NEGRO HAS UNDERGONE A ®DISTII

by AND LAMENTABLE REGRESSION" IN RECENT YEARS. WRIGHT WAS FURTHER CRE-
- DITED WITH DESCRIBING COMMUNISTS AS ®NARROW MINDED, BIGOTED, INTOLER/

Y AND FRIGHTENED OF NEW IDEAS WHICH DONT FIT INTO THEIR OWN.® THE HER
e TRIBUNE FURTHER STATES THAT MR WRIGHTS REMARKS WERE PROMPTED BY QUES’
CROWING OUT OF AN ARTICLE WHICHE KE HAS WRITTEN FOR THE ATLANTIC MON
FOR AUGUST UNDER THE TITLE or\x TRIED TO BE A COMMUNIST.® THE TRIB
FURTHER STATES THAT IN THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY ARTICLE THE AUTHOR OF M

i SON DISCUSSES WIS EARLIEST EXPERIENCES,AS A CP MEMBER IN CHICAGO TOU
7 ING.OoN THE PROBLEHS HE- FACED é,? TRYING To. P%gw__r_jﬁ Zlfﬂt ‘b grs st 1
PARTY. FURTHERMORE THE AUGUST ATLANF§ff MONTRLY DESCRIRES THE ARTICL
AS THE FIRST OF TWO INSTALLMENTS AND MR wm?r?r fbv(i 8 R TRIsune &

\rens p  PRESENTATIVE YESTERDAY THAT KE wouLD' NOT DISCUSS PSPECIFIC DETAIL
':'3’;7?“ e BAAT ART "~ COPIES DESTROYED ". \\ .. % G . @ "ﬁ-' '('?(‘
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NY2 PAGE 2

OF THE CHICAGO BREAK WITH THE COMMUNISTS BECAUSE THESE WILL BE COVERED
IN THE SECOND MAGAZINE ARTICLE. WRIGHT FURTHER ADVISED THE TRIBUNE
THAT HIS CP MEMBERSHIPQEOVIRED THE PERIOD, ROUGHLY, FROM THE LATTER

150

PART OF NINETEEN THIRTYTWO TO NINETEEN FORTY AND THAT HIS EARLY ASSO-

CIATION WITH THE COMHUNISTS IN CHICAGO HAS BEEN BROKEN IN NINETEEN
THIRTYSEVEN WHEN HE WAS EJECTED FROM THE SAME. VRIGHT FURTHER ADVISEL
THAT HE WAS ON THE OUTS WITH THE PARTY FROM MAY UNTIL AUGUST THIRTY

SEVEN AND THAT HE WAS REINSTATED IN NY IN SUCH YEAR AND "MAINTAINED
ggﬁié A RELATIONSHIP® WITH THE PARTY UNTIL FORTY WHEN HE SAID HE LEFT THE
—— SAME. THE TRIBUNE ARTICLE DISCUSSING WRIGHTS COMMENTS ABOUT THE LAME!
= TABLE REGRESSION OF THE CP POSITION ON THE AMERICAN NEGRO CREDITED MR
URIGHT WITH STATING *PUBLICLY COMMUNISTS VILL DENY THAT THERE IS ANY
SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE IN THEIR MILITANCY, BUT PRIVATELY THEY OFFER ANY
HANDY EXCUSE. THE MILITANCY OF THE NEGRO QUESTION HAS PASSED INTO TH.

HANDS OF RIGHT WING WEGROES. THAT WAS NOT TRUE EIGHT YEARS AGO. .MOS'
OF THE BATTLES THEN WERE LED BY COMMUNISTS.® THE ARTICLE FURTHER STA-
TED THAT IN ANSWER TO THE QUESTION AS TO WHAT CAUSED THE CHICAGO RIFT
BETWEEN HIM AND THE COMMUNISTS WRIGHT RAD STATED 'IT WAS AN ACCUHULAT
OF HANY THINGS = ROT SO MUCH A LEKWING AS AN EJECTION OF A DIFFERENCE

OF'OPINPON. I HAD HY- HAY OF EIPRESSING MY CONCEPTION oF NEGRO EXPER-
END PAGE TWO

L R LTI M i Fed B PSRRI IR SPUL A 3
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NY2 PAGE THREE L\)\{L WGy o ad P& A //

IENCE IN WRITINGe I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE OF VALUE TO THEM. THEY HAD
THEIR IDEAS OF HOW I SHOULD 'REACT AS A COMMUNIST. THERE WAS AN IRRE
CONCILABLE GAP BETWEEN OU( ATTITUDES., 1 DO NOT REGARD THE COMMUNIST
TODAY AS EFFECTIVE INSTRUMENTS FOR SOCIAL CHANGE.® WRIGHT FURTHER
ADVISED THE TRIBUNE THAT THE COMMUNISTS HAVE A TERRIBLE LOT TO LEARN
ABOUT PEOPLE. COMMUNISTS PECUL'IARLY ARE TOO MUCH THE VICTIMS OF THE
VERY SOCIETY THEY ARE TRYING TO CHANGE. THIS TOO OFTEN FINDS EXPRES
IN INTOLERANCE AND ..,._.3,,-»—:;«-«'----‘...-...-- HE NY OFFIC‘E H
UNDER CONSIDERATION SABILITY OF INTERVIEWING MR WRIGHT.
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_"% 1 gaC = Hew York City | angust L,
as
. ;/”‘ Jora Edgar Hoover = pirector, Federal Buresu of Investigatiomm
RICHA™D RATHANIEL WRIGHT A T S R
0 TiTL:ial SECURITI = € HECR S 5]
/ .' 3 ». . - ot .~ ‘v
' Reference is made to your teletype of July 28, 19LY, eeacerning he

.. < genorted disaffiliation on the part of the gubject with the Cocmunist Political
/o 1ssociation. It is noted in your Lelstype that you have wnder oonsideration -
; i the advisarility of {nterviewing ¥right. . - N
% In connection with &y {nterview you might undertaks with Eright,
i 4t 4is sugrested that you consider obtaining from kim specific {nformatiocn AN
1 concerning exploitation of the Negre raos by the goazunist Political Associsticn.
Pl purthermore, if t-e interview actually takes place & previous study should bs .
T made of Rrigcht's articles and particularly pertinent oosments he makes with - .
recard to the Com=unist Political Associmtionm.’ - A . X
ourse, be most discreet, particu=
ch he lanments the wregression® =
{¢fon with respect to the Amsriosn - i\

Any interview with ¥right must, of
larly in light of his reported comments in
of the Cozunist Political Association's P9
Fegro. Froc 8 reviex of the teletyde you ( }
geex that Bright does not think the Comman st Political Association revolutionsary |
e ou-h at the present tims with respect the advencsment of the Hegro. THms /
ghould be considered gcriously prior action on your parte
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. T To Tell the Truth

Mr. Wright

p————l

e ——

a member o €

pist Party he did pot dis-
cover that the Communists
have no concern whatever with
persusding people o be Joyal to
the Communist organizatian per
sst in

then loysily &0
the Communist erganization will
take care if itself.

Wright has s piece in the At-
jantic Monthly, in which, whether
insdvertently or pot, be takes 8
position on far bigger questions
than whether 8 person likes
Communists.

Within the past few yesrs. and
{aster in recent months, the Negro
people have ghaped in fins} form
their asnswers to the pationa!l
guestion for the Negro of the
United Btates: That this is their
country as well as anyone else’s,
lndﬁulthq’rﬂlhuet.be&requﬂ
place tn it and will fight kpock-
gown-and-drag-out for that equal
pisce, and wil! win, and those who
eppose it will go the way of Martin
and Joe and Ootton Ed and
iereck and Dilling and Goebbels.

L J L ] e

RIC'HARDWFUGB‘Ilmotthlt
t.hhmbthm‘lndwhhhh
besd stuck into his typewTiter be
wrote: :

w;lmomlnhuo
m-cumbc‘.n;hﬂsll

csnatlryT™
mtnllnthecdltmneeded
40 have Richard Wright's signs-
fare o, in the main; but Wright
M;.@mmtw
goes with —bfcause the big, &l

short, H
L“-‘hlul.'-d-ml (™
* Ammtee Hme and buistzk

like: *Der Jude mit ender
Unterlippe and Glolz .,

Throughout our eountry, &s ¥
2l know, there are desperate ef-
goris to sccentuate the “racial”
@vioons in- gvery possible com-
plexity. “Negro sgainst Jew,” is
the Gersld Bmith way of getting
HNegro support for an anti-Negro

* movement; gince anti-Bemitism is
only 8 form of white chauvinism.
And Negro sgainst trsde unions,
we!yumddtotheoldvﬂe-
ness of trade-union exclusiveness
sguinst the Negro. The first de-
mand on s man who is to remsin
in the Oommunist movement is
that be be a democrat—in the
broed, nonparty sense of the word
—a republican in the grest long-

pointed out st &
lack of sense of the vast demo-
eratic charscter of the Hegro's
struggle of the sges. Now the
greatest ~pngtlenal” struggle of all
time is raging to its fiery climax in
shich the victory les with ell
peoples seeking freedom. And Mr.

1y
i
i
:

e
¥
zg_
E
£
:

-~ -~ - - A

By Robert]Minor —

eratic-willed " ® end Negro
people,e}edtﬁeerowxcprums
them in the City Councll en 8
platform that includes abolition
dmmmm,mm
dectwmevmwdmw-
mnnotherputﬂezmw—
ell & very modest beginning, emly
2 bridgehead for a fight; but the
people have decided. Mr. Richard
Wright lends his name to the
other opinion.
® [ ] [ .

CA.N we ¢o without Richard

Wtght? Yes, & grest move-
mto!thepeopkcmdoﬂm
any individual. The movement goes
on.nndﬂlu.mtbmt.behm-

. vidua] we once Joved pulls himself

down. Didn't many get discour- -
aged and quit before the great

e ]y “:rmm L]
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Didn’t Discover It

Y/ S—
Dazis *rccgc..}.
vete Lo t5 =¥

Cly %8 1. thy Seat of

i

e}

b v




Ton

pirector, FBI
Res

CLASS. & EXT. BY

REZSON - FCIM |1, g.u' ’

DATC OF REV:CYY. . . . ?
913 '

COnWNIST POLITICAL ASS0GINTEON
INTEPNAL SECURITI = €

APPRCOPTILTE AGENCIES

AND FITID CTFICES "o w:‘t “AL '
os. WY Plle f100=R1674  ,roreonovnoymne Q0N > |

= <
SLIP(S) -

.}/ RECORDED"

. .. L

r—'_.:\‘DAnﬂ,-g_j‘“ [ BNQ-

AT
e  £258/ o0

ofibe ) s/

RSV 21 33 SRR EEEE R
AUG 28.3040
X QAR

/e

SRTON

b

37

{



é‘, ’
L gy
{ Ry { L)
% T
i
- - Aw co® “-‘—-‘ P daad & et -

< . ' i . £ 8 c o
('.—‘— - b ("é' Q N "'
: Feoeral Bureau of Investigation o
e i Bnited Htates Bepartment of Justire

) Hew Ior&, Mew York
: < b
e V7

/‘ 10041674 September 14, 1943

! i R AL
! LA o RN
ma it TN L
"

Ve Gandy .. ’\a

; - ”mc”‘-"‘g“m‘*'ﬂm RN
C . INTESNAL SECU (©) ¢ I
= . SECURITY MATTER ,
L

O

Deer 8Sir:

Enclos the original and onse copy of the roport of
received by this office on Se tember 10, 1943
48 being considered a

b2

d

T

concerning RICHARD WRIGHT the Colored novelist who
key figure in the Kew York Field Division.
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s Copies of instant report are boing placed in the sppropriate Eew
York Files.
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£ Bureau of Investiga ..
. Hnited Btates Bepartment of Justice
e Yew York, New York
614 Septembe
Director, FBI 0
FE: RICHARD WRIGHT
L TNTERNAL SECURITY )
1 SECURITY MATTER
‘_' J Dear Sir:
&
L Enclosed are the origiral and one COPy of the
= = receiv tember 10,
> eoncerning EICHARD ¥PIGHT, the
: famed colored novelist who is copsidered a key figure 4n this office.

0
e
=54

4 3{4{

")
\

Fnclosure ) gl - T8 2
_--~..*1)

p’lﬁr £:Ye

kf[’ff‘f 0 .mmon CONTAINED
m’: o B ;P;u IS UNCLASS!FIED

ot ADATESL zg-z./_-Bv_spm;ﬂ,.

VRI6#H7, 234
@'ZMQAOCHMJ ¢V B &

/

N




8 tiy)
- g . .. . P - - . - . A L 2 -
-. - - ——'—M i
< . ) , e ., Kr. Tolessm ¢ .......
("" - i 5 ("é, @ - 'i Mr. L A Tamm ..
_ Feoeral Bureau of Investigation 0 E v commy.
- ; , e, Clodhs &
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N Ve it
_-___ .l. -:‘m Mr. Acors ... .
e a ! tember Carsom ... ...
i Mr. Mumford .. . %
‘ ) _ : Mr. Starke ... ...
S R et I
SRR / Director, FBI - ;
= . tr. Nease .| ’
. \
i RE: RICFA.RQIRIGH" “ -,‘
o : INTERNAL SECURITY (C) 1 S -
= . : SECURITY MATTER !
. :
- s '
- Deer Sir: b"’ =
___’f Enclos tte original and one copy of the roport. of ’ A
; received by this office on Se tember 10, 1943» W
=3 concerning RICHARD WEIGHT the Colored novelist who is being considered a §
= key figure in the Kew York Field Divhion. i
L ;

S

gt Copies of instant report are boing placed in ths sppropriate New
York Files.
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I Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, m: .-
indicate®, explain this deletion. v

g Deleted under exemption(s) b?, b7D with no segregable
material available for release to you.

] Information pertained only to 8 third party with no reference to you of the subject of your request.
] Information pertained only to a third party. Your name i8 listed in the title only.

[ Document(s) originating with the following government agency(ies)
, was/were forwarded to them for direct response to you.

_______ Pagets) referred for consultation to the following government agency(ies); i
as the information originated with them. You will
be advised of availability upon return of the material to the FBI.

__ Pagels) withheld for the following reason(s):

[ For your information:

B/ The following number is to be used for reference regarding these pages:
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BICBLED)IBIGE!, popelar BSgEro writer and
former reporter oo Deily Worker, acoording
%o an srticle in Deily Sorier ea 4/13/81 by
RPALPH WARNER, 18 8 Communist. Otber srticles
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Report of Special um# |
dated February 9, 1943 8 Ccity.

a member of the Commurd st Party, edditional
mbunndnndh being set out belew.

“ Weh referencd to the reference report du\ >

Anctim of WRICHT's novel *Twelve Nillion Elack Nolees®




/&'ﬁlﬂ ¥illien
of the social conditions of ':1 Bogro

mnaptompcm

, tive Sop" and when Qb
hammu'aug-

gac ", bs. explained

pbn:bcdtn'fbhtudly
wndpondmmtpupmmh

such s character &8 vpigger® from
the following excerpt: .
kspt ms from wri

2inother though
my own white and black conrsdes
Party m.‘
froa such 8 peblished statement, oD8 would essums
WIGET o bs 8 pesder of the Party or 8t 1sast 8 fellow treveller.
The Antricln-Jou'nll, Bew York daily nswspiper [ 4

February 15, 19,3 states that RI

the Dally Worker, WICHET's
Wer®, published axd distributed by ths Office of War Informatisn,

ﬂntunofﬂnln!o
ummw'.mwmmwwmoumnnw,
which nn-ayubndnduthcm;ah'l Voioe, lln!m.'klopo.om




‘ It 46 noted that WEIGHT's name sppesred frequenily
Lnﬂumilyiorhrduinc 1941 and 1942. In sn issus dated Februsry
25, 1941, pege 4, column 1, it 48 moted that RICHARD WRIGET wes listed
muummmm,moommmm,umofmm
at which time the Deily Worker celebrated MIEE OOLD's 25th anciversarye
§n the labor movemsut. ' =

In sn issue dated February &5, 1941 WRIGET was listed
umofﬂnﬂunthomldwtm, SER at a tes
Juncheon attended March 1, 1341 st the Cammodore Hotel wnder the suspioes
of the Amsrican Council en Soviet RelationsSe Others %o pe present werd

1CA SMITH, editor of #Soviet Russia Today®, mm, Dre. JOHN
A.lIIlGSBUK!andoml . - A T -

In &n isses of March 19, 1941, page 5, eclum 7, WEIGHET
eted WILLIAM Z{ FOSTER, Hational Chairmsn of the Comzuni st Party oo ks
th Wirthdaye | : - =k

In an iesw dstad March 22, 194 WRIGHT along with
muxmx,wupruwunwpuuumawmor

?
thotbr-rluratnintmmu

ouag-ofhoriu'iobohddn
ln!orkCityancGlndB, 19A1iodioculhuhummm
ndﬂﬂntnndwnrdnr,intso‘otonuonﬂni?lmdﬂt
to do in defense of cultare,. '

a
g

page 7, column 1, RALPH WAEKER discussed the ®lstive Son" and Emong
other things admits that miax", cos of the charscters in the play i5

- -mymdolic of 8 Commmist. .THowever, Abat novhere in the play is »w ~*54

s Comsunist but be is clearly & syspathiser.® WARKER states
bowsver, that RICHARD WRIGHT 4s 8 Coammist snd the eonception of Max
aod of Mis entire play is. - ~

2L



paaphlet form printed by the Internationzl Publisbers. PORD kighly
‘endorsed WRICGHT @d the article gleo pertains to & part ef 8 lotter %
the International Publishers by WRIOHT in which be says bs wantismo
royaltyfort.hicwrkmdtbou thatmmindmiombi&
*Earl Browder Defenss Bund.®

In sn issus dated June 9, 1941, page 1, WRICGHT's
peme appesrs smong those of the Eriters Congress who adopted & firas

gnti-war progréme.

In an issee dated July 24, 191, pege 7, eolumn 3,
4t is noted that WRIGET's nime appears smong the American writers wiho
pledged fell support to Great Britsin and ths Soviet Union.

A changs of attitule of RICHERD WRIGHT and other
writers is pointed out in that in early Juns they sdopted & firm antd -war
prograa and in July they advocated full support to the Soviet Uaion,
Further, that Gersany declered war oo Russis en Juw 22, 1941, :

In an issue dated Angust 18, 1941 WRIGET appeare éa
the Cltisen's Comxittes %o Free Earl Browder and in an fssus dated
Angust 11, 1941, pege 9, BRIGHT states that HARAY BRIDGES is 8 friend
of Amsrica and has bscome a symbol in Amerios and that those who fight
ageinst him are ensmies of Amsriocs.

In an issus dated October 22, 1941, pege 1, paragreph 1,
mmumappomuouotﬂumno!lmipofdﬁ.m
toranlouootnm.m.

On Bovember 19, 1941, pege 3, ia the Yorker,
nwﬂloﬂmmmmrofﬁos;ﬂ.ngmnddfor writiag
of ®Hative Son,® Also in tiis 1ssue WRICHT along with A, ¥J 0

Secretary of the Communist Party, Beverend ADAMiCLAYTON, PORELL, dre,

o BORA'E MARSHALL, Vice-President.ef the National Negro BRTOr,
- pduud ageinst police brutality snd general economic oonditions .- .-
~- exi¢tent in Harlem, B

-~

In sn issus dated Februsry 13, 1542, pege 7, colmmn &)
e latter of WRIGHI's was published dealing W th the controversy ea musie
shich letter is dated February 10, 1942 axd begins as follows:

“Dear Comreds Sender Beriinms® i




¥ 1 £ile
T 10041674
,—, things states that he would like to eee
i €how c&n rec wntorupouhﬁs
This letter aleo stated that ¥Ibe Commurd.
party in ca vitally oonce gbout cul

' : Itilthomtedt.hltinﬂm'.
- Fegro and the Democretic Front®, en page 193,

wants to“express publically the high
T and Fegro people for the splendid eontribu
A n.!GS‘rO!mEESmdeth-r uﬂchmﬂnﬁmofur

On October 1k, 1342
advised that RIGHARD WRIET, 8 formsr known
had split with the Party becsuse of his dissatis

t Party membe
faction win the wr 81D
the Party bandled ths Begro questione

377 Lafayetts Stmt:ﬁooklyn:‘!ﬁ{m
reflscted in the files of that board eonsernuing WRIGHT,

May 9, 1941 at ghich time WRIGHT resided at 473 Vest 104th Strest, Bew
Yotk City. Bowever, be presently resides at 7 Middagh Street, Brooklynm,

Bew Yorke y 28, WRIGET Whs in clessification
beocause of collateral depsndents, On July 1, 1942 His collaterel
dependensy w3 and hs wes P 4n classification 1

Ssptender &, 1908 at Natcbes, Mesiscippl. HEHis edusation was given
as sight years of elsmentary schoole Ee siates kis employment experiencs
4s that of 8 povelist, playeright, post and BeWSpaper reportere B ¢id
pot sst forth his place of eployment but advissd that he wes engaged
- ss 8 writer of political and labor pews from 1937 % 1938, Tnis might
- possibly be the pericd that be wes a reporter for the Dally WorksTe

SpRES 7 JmIGHT fersished 8 Mt of bis sritings to e loesl

Board, It was moted that *Uncle Toa's Children® according to WRIGHT wes
swritten by kim ond W8 leter translated into Russian by the U.S5.5.R. ad

WL/ f ap~ A N 2 Yoid
L & 4 '—‘i,ﬁ’ v X
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Eis qﬁlﬁomairo further reflocts that h- wes married
M¥arch 10, 1941 at Co 1le, Bew Jersey. ts are given &8 b7‘

vte
that of his mother ELLA

WRIGET 1isted as property eos house valued at §3,000.
ERIGET is divoroed from his first wife, becsuse

un® /, [ kis dependents as ELLEN GHT, wife, age 29
end JULIA WRIGHT, two months, dsughier, born 12, 1942.

Hnnm that the file further reflects a letter
from the Office of War orsstion, New York City, in which was trensmitted
npro;raupnpurod for them by KICEARD WRIGHT. The recerds furthsr
reflected that WRICGHT bes 1{ved at the following 8ddiressess b‘n

4&7 Nsverly Avesue, Brooklym. (1940)

473 West 140th Street, New York City. (Msy 1941)

31 Revers Place, Brooklyn, (July 7, 194)

9 Middagh Strest, Brooklyn. (Preseat sddress) w

advised that the Board's associstion with

RICEARD WRIGHT had been very pleasant and that bs had been very cooperetive
end prompt im kis transsctions with them.

A description of WIGHT ss fursished w—

{s as followss
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JDEXRTITY OF CONFIDEX TIAL IHPORMANTS

pentionsd ia the report

of Special Agent 28, 1943 st Bew Tork Oity, Y
49 a flimsy TOPOT , dovernor's Island, and is being mads &0 ‘
g4nforsant in view of the fact that the Buresa has expressed 8 desire b

sot to have then mentionsd im reports.
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Federal Burean of Investigation
HBnited States Bepartment of Justice

& Bew York, N.Y.
e
L1674
¥arch 3, 1943
Director, FBI
KE: RICHARD WRIGHT
INTERHAL SECURITY
SEDTTION
Dear Sir:

In reference to Bureau letter of Jamuary 20, 1943, (Bureau
£ile 160-157464) requestiing the status of the above entitled

"N

matter, this is to advise this case has been reassigned and placed )

]

in line for ismodiate investigation.

Very truly yours,

.
z.n.'commg’(

V"
\ 1
.

|
\

&8 1

= SAC
o ALL I3 FORWIE TN CONTAINED

HEREL IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE & 2C 31 BY el yfben

7/[ .
& S | LCOPIES DESTROYED L-20% e
S t YT S TR Ty (o o
| g . j?__ L IEEAE
. . ¥ | '

- 10 R 5 1943

w
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WeigHT, R.
2
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) % \\ Los angeles, C=zlif,
I /,// '\\ June 18 = 45
De2r Sir: \
/ : -
/
o b4 Richerd wrirht the necro vho wrote black boy and lztive Son books
T~ / are doinz no good znd a lot of harm they ere causiln- disunity and snoreading
— race hitred and if u peo-le dont want imerica iore up the sane as
/ gl DES: = >

g / Gerz:zny you hzdibetter put 2'stop to sutch peoslefas that poor old ass
= y of a Southern Sertor with iis bac% to ~frica movle ment and sutch
"B clafools 25 that poor cragy old Richard .rirht./ T.e colored people
oW are good nztured a1l ve wart is justree e pood Job-with-good pay for work
vwell dc-e. . Every timeswesturnsaroundesomewonefisweomplaining nageing
/ constznl" critenciswngeevery shinswe dorHithard wWright seem_ to be un-
haapy.in _anerice so vie wich to God he would/’leave and go some dlace else
for he it geting on our nerves. I and all/the other colored peonle know
that ninty percent of the tresh th:zt he puts in his books are lies, but
if peo-le in GCer.zny should ret & hold 6f Blacx boy 1'm awfull afraid Uncle
Sam's face is poing to be red for yow'cent rule a Germzan if you cant
rule america. and the lies that poOr sick brzned fool Richard \richt out
in his bookxs sure dont do ameried any good in the foreigner's eye sight.

T\ We colored peonle wamt RICHEFA VFIFHt's books baned if he'cantiwnite a
g story withouttryinzutossgitate race trouble vie want him to pick himself
;:‘3-; a new vocation. Juct-fet z copy of his books and“go-through them, Ve
Sio % .. . dont.see.why hegdsn'trin'the ariy anyway. 1f he went to India or som
A , other place and saw how horrible those people live then he would see how
= far advanced we are. After all we colored peonle are doing the best we
e can if you would get a cony of the negro hand book for 1942 you would

P see juct how well we are doing. ile are only a gnall race of people,

——i Wie colored peonle are very discouraged and that is the reason gixty million
o little bity Japanese can fight all most two billion people without a allie
and hole out so long. Because that Billion colored peopleare on the

- point of giving up. After all this is not our war and if we win we loose

j_‘ So I supnose there is nothing to_do but just say to hellwith the hole
_.—.5-.':7 bloody mess. - , 0
zg

This is from that poor old fools book Black. boy 1 enough to
provoke the devils, TR _ ;
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Frderal Bureau of lnnnﬁgatiup
Hnited Btates Aepartment of Justire

e
oraves
e

New York 7, New York

”~7j
o .II
13- Yay 18, 1945

d

pirector, FBI e o

- . RICHARD NATEANIEL WR1GHT
-- SECURITY MATTER - C
; , Bureau File 100-157464

%
f5a”
Ve

Dear Bir:

Security Index Card maintaine

The copy ©f the
med individual has been

office relative to the above-n&

et o  Now ceptioned a8 follows:
75';5 e
o 1.2IGYT, RICFARD NATEARIEL NATIVE BORM COMTRIST
- NZGRO
e 2 pertment c-23
*a go Lefferts Flace . B
P Brooklyn, New York &Res .) % A :4 08 _
' - A Dodehay,  Miss.
Free-lance xriter at resicence (Bus.) \ {

. |

'
{
Tilatle s

ORFE._CARD

A

"

: ; , W
REFER TO BUREALU 1L TTER DATED VAY 7, 1946 IN TNSTANT CASE.

ek ¥AS Ebo. V4LE UF. %Y
’ In accordance with Bureau irstructions, & why{e 5" x 8" card
captioned as above, has been prepared end filed in the'Eonfidential Security
Index Card File of this office. gppropriate disposition'has been made
of the card previously peintained in the card File, in sccordance with

existing ijnstructions. It ig suggested that the original gSecurity Index
eat of Government ve revised in agreement with the

Card meintained at the S
- caption above get out.
¥ = o - < |
¢ Tar Very. truly yours,: b=
& ) " ‘/

A[. fX) ) \
HE’?'_’!f, _‘70'1ATION - SRR 2 - g - | _
D4 TFEL;IE\' Jq:v'&a A Ssegllg gAINED TOoTI é‘ é' . b‘u/

~= LB E. E. COKROY AR AL

%7 special Agent in

o

i

<
—
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¥ mwgﬁce Memorandum + UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
z { TO ¢ Director, FBI \ DATE: February 26,

1945

-

-~

rromh &) sac, New York City

'

SUBJECT: RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT

SECURITY MATTER C b-.o

(Bureau fils 100-157464) [

= Reference is made to the report of Special Agent
S W made at New York City on September 5, 1944 entitled RICHARD
: WATHAY IEL WRIGHT; INTFRNAL SECURITY C. This report sets out a lead for the
New York Field Division, "After careful ?Aderation interview the subject

WRICHT concerning M s associstion with thy/ Communist Party."

After very careful consideratiop’it is felt inadvisable to
interview WRIGHT particularly as the tasis of/his bresk with the Communist Party,
as appears from his recent articles in the Atlantic Monthly Magazine, is the
_@%m\.gs_tﬁ?art 's failure to be sufficiently radical and militant with respect

‘\ Yo the advancement of the Regro. Ihese articles also Tndicate a complete

~

Asepproval by WRIGHT of the American way of life.

Also considered in arriving at the decision not to infgs%iew
WRIGHT ere the facts that he has been classified 4-F due to severe ho-neurosis ,
end his contacts with his Local Selective Service Board-h eflected his | /
interest in the probtlem of the Negro to be almost an/ oyé::;; : 7

o———— \,_m‘t i y, py

) ) \\ = ’//“‘.y;’;
B In view of the subject's public bresk wWth the Comurﬂfb:‘mwgs?’/
— he is no longer being carried as a Key Figure by the New York Field Division,

howsvér, a Security Index Card on him is being meintained by the New York Office

st due to his militant attitude toward the Begro problem., M) LI o) //

: \;{ The only infopfation secured by this office concerning WRIGHT /-
& UMY

t has not already been [féported is that hs was listed as a member of the |
_ Y)National Committee of the/International Labor Defense in a pamphlet ontit.led,\m.wrf
- ¥Egual Justice and Democracy in the Service of Victory," published by the o
: Internationel Labor Defense in September 1944s WRIGHT'S residence address has |+ ™"/
een verified as Apt. C-23, 89 Lefferts Place, Brooklyn, New York, as of "
February 15, 1945. s A wm, }
This investigation is being placed in a closed status by the [
New York Field Division. In the event further investigation becomes necessary, -, |
i1t will be reported under a Security Matter C character. Pyt i
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“Many of the incidents may

7 they should not happen o
; any Negro and the candl-

g

IN BLACK BOY, Richard Wright has writ-
rrilying story ef the

ten 8 furious an

impact of the Jimcrow system upon humsan

beings in the deep Bouth. The result is &

: g picture which challenges America.
* < &

There may be exaggerations in ihe book.

be highly Sctional, and g /
mever really happened to
Wright. But what difference
does that make if they hap- b/
pened to some other young @
Negro. The point is that

‘ tions which corrode the Ne-
~gro family must be elimi-
nated. Por they victimize
pot pnly the Negro citizen; they suffocate the
poog whites to a more of Jess degree, and
retard the development of the whole South.

It does no good to rTun
essential significance of the book for the

pects, some of which are contained in the
book, and others of which surround the
suthor's views and his writing of the book.
it is of supreme importance that this mein
picture of the life and death of the Negro
under the reign of white supremacy should
hit America with full force. For it concerns
America. Any sttempt to bypess this over-all
picture will Jessen its force and thereby lead
to an underestimation of its starkness and
blant the sharp need for correctives. When
this main picture is changed in fts principal
ouilines, the derivative secondary aspects will
disappear. But umtil t does, naturally there

mes ]

awsy from this

purpose of greppyng with the secondary ss-

!

.

c WY -

by Benjamin J. Davis, Jr.
~ H .

focused perspectives, and mislesding ambigui-

ties and conclusions—many of which mar

Black Boy.

book is intensely subjective. In fact,

it is limited by its subjectiveness. But
people are not born subjective, and ft is clear
tbxtuyounz_ﬂegrowbohuwrunme
guuntlet of every type of oppression—just
ghort of lynching—has subjectiveness forced
into his marrow. This heavy pressure pushes
him to view the world in which be lives
entirely through glasses colored by his own
personal suffering £rom national oppression,
vhichmﬂerinxlnone!ormurmomerhe
meets every day. Those who eomplain . of
that intense subjectivity are forever stopped
from doing so, unless they realize whst

brought it about, and slso help to eradicate ,

the diseased soil from which it grows.
.~ 1§ i important, bowever, that this sub-
Sectiveness be overcome. It can be done and
" §s being done since there are pew trends and
gactors which make the overcoming possible.
It is also necessary to overcome it, lest ome
fe01 into the trap of frustration and defeat-
jem which the white supremacy forces have
set. Black Boy says some wholly unscceptable
things about the Negro's capacity for genuine
emotion. Here the suthor's subjectivity has
overcame reality. For the truly remarkable
achievement of the Negro is that he has
made such singular contributions to America
—culturally and musically and in all other
flelds—despite the system of national oppres-
slon which tends to thwart his every effort.

_ Some iﬁpresﬁ};ﬁs
Oﬁﬁack Boy N

to overcome this limitation of mb)ecﬁs'dr
imposed upon him in order that he may®se
clearly, and perticipate with, the forces whic!
would destroy the myth of white supremeac:
Inasmmuch as Wright has sttained literar
prominence, and some circles have thrust upo:
him the mantle of spokesman for his people
he sbove all must maintain a clear head.
. [ L ] L ]

'Imtknodoubt that Wright wields :
brilliant and stormy pen. Few story teller
gre his equal But is this sufficient whe:
there sre brilliant writers on both sides ©
the barricades. It is vitally important the
the artist who reflects and the artist who see
the way out should be one snd the sam
person. For both these factors exist in th
objective real world, outside one’s self. Jim
crow is here, yet Jimcrow is also being drive:
defeated from the scene. Life is not static
Onehxstoleebothpbem.lmuc.nndt
shape the future. ’

Wright does not see the positive, construc
tive side, and therefore the mirror of his pe
does not give a complete picture. He omit
the biggest new thing which is happenirg {
the world today—the main progressive cuw
rents from which even the SBouth is nc
{mmune. Apparently he is isolated from thes
developments—and far removed from the pec
ple. Such isolationism can lead to stagnatio
—to form without content. It is pretty di
cult to see what happened in 1815 if one'
isolated from 1945. While Wright Is, of cours
not responsible for Black Boy conditions, .
1s, however, responsible for his own petunta:
act of withdrawal from the { which &1
among the leaders of the 12 jgx & s

3
L)

are going to be all kinds of eortngt;c‘ti. badly The polnt;;s: Will Wright himsdi{ be able  world. He can blame | o s‘-}?’z o
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CHARACTER OF CASE

TIMA
3
RICEARD FATEANIEL WRIGET INTEENAL SECURITY
‘ GEDITION

L5 /J /.-
T SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject born in Hatches, Mississippi, 1909,
end at age of 15 ren avay from orphan asgylus
and thep bummed his way throughout the country.
gubject employed by WPA from 1-3-38 to 5=17=-23.
Subject the suthor of ®Native Son®, a novel
which was later adapted into a play by same
pame, and this play was included in SThe Best
Plays of 1940 end 1941*., Information regarding
gubject's book, "Twelve Million Black Voices" ,
B set out. ACERCY.LC L Ll /%
omm— REG. KEC'D Z
SN Q\ -Ce= REP'T FORWe [ & .t
LT T pr i ¢/ 2Es
iﬂ REFIEERCE: -  (Buresu File Fumber 100-157464) ber - T
. 1 = Bureau Letter to ¥ew York éated Decesder 9, 1942, =y

"\DETAILS: A review of the indices of the Pudlic Library of Fev York City,
located at 5th Avenue and 42nd SBtreet, reflected that the sub-
Ject's true nazme is RICEARD EATEANIEL WRIGET and that be was born im 1909. The
ipdices also reflected that the sut ject wrote the folloving bookst FFire and
Cloud®, Twelve Million Black Yolces® Hative Sen®, and ®Uncle Tom's Children®.

LN
-

Vol
Mr. N. B. TOLEOE, in the 1939 issue of the *Nodern Quarterly”,

Yolume Eleven, Fumber Five, ip revieving the works of the subject, stated that
'RICHARD ¥RIGHT was born "on & broken dovn plantation near Natches, Missiesippl,
a State vhich lesds the Union 4n {11iteracy, Christianity end mobocrscy. Eis
femily travelled from town to town 1like grub-worms. Eis father got tired ef
his poverty-ravigdd household and deserted the family. Parelysis struck kis
mother @own and he entered an orphan ssylum but ren off at fifteen. Ia Nemphis
- he haunted Beale Street ufu! later be bumzed his way all over the country, fight=L"

4
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Froz: J. Edgar Boover - Director, Federal Bureau of Investigetion

RICHAZD VAIOHZ

Sutject:
IFTREFAL BECURITY « EXDITION

gnitted herevith are ecpies of » eonmunicstion edliresessd

- 4 to the Rocorable Eenry L. Stimson, Secretary of Var,
at Sr oo, D. C., wndsr éate of Octoder 13, 1942, The 3ureeu of 1&
gourse Feceived this comanication by referenss from ths Kilitary la-

Ip viev of Prpociflc allegntiocs as %o esortein writings
bisct, it is desired thet your office make {nquiry ef souroes evall-
youa~for the purpose of dsternining whethsr the ook eatitled
Bleack Veloes® er other pudlieations ef gubject are ia
expression of gtateponte hrving significaance wndsr the
tes. If possidle, Fou should securs a 6oy of thie pad-

11 es ether writings eof gud ject and Fevisy the same for the

1¢ your inquiry dsvelops gnform=tion of an affirsetive mature,
gou ebruld of ecurse cruse sn investigntiom $o ve wndertaken as $0 gud~
Sect's baciground, faclinstions, ané eurreat sctivities,

w Allinrery

. Telson______ oW ’ HEPE” Y TIONCONT .
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elong the gutted road it dawned upon him that he meeded an education. 4ol

then, vhether digging &Itches or clerking im the post effice, he devoured the
contents of nevspepers and magagines as vell as books that eame his way.®

, ” sdvised the writer that the subject
had beer employe the ¥PA on a Tederal ¥Writers' Project from January 8, 1838,
to May 17, 1939, when he resigned to accept private ezxployment. At this time
subject vas residing at 805 Baint Nicholas Avenue, Hev York City.

5710 Bost Plays of 1940 and 1841° by BURES MANTLE included the
gut jectts play, "Eetive Son®", which was produced from the subjectts movel by
the BaEe Bame.

Mr. BROOKS ATEIESOE in the Kev York Times had the felloving to eay
about the subject's play, *Native Son": fIn the drama Mr. GRERN and Mr. VRIGH?
work in a more objective style. Without the subjective background their defense
of Bigger Thomas's ghastly erime in the co s like generalised
pleading. It lacks the stinging enl ment of thte last-third of Mr, WRIGHT's
novel. But that completes this cefumn's bill of exceptions to the biggest

/kn l\/"\/\r,\/(, (/!’ o
velye Killion Black Voicn'_',,,»vﬁl was written by the
s¢t, was published by the\V Press in Eew York Ofty in Octoder, 1941,

this book 1s divided Arnto |four partsi—(I) Our Strange Birth; (2) Inheritors
; ents: and (4) Men in the Making. In the

rovel \purports to render a broad picture

0 United Btates, intentionally it does mot
c6neideritions those areas 6f megro life which comprise the so-
ofith! or the isolsted islands of mulatto leadership which are
he found in many parts of the South or the groving and influential megro
piddle class professional and business men of the Forth who bave, for the past
tventy yeers or more, formed a sort of llalson corps between the whites and
blacks®, ’

:;k ‘\/[ »
JWN \Sﬂu reference letter reflected that on Page 143 of the above-mentione
novel, there was materisl that appeared to be seditlous in nature; and for the
benefit of the Bureau, tte above-mentioned page is being quoted in fulll b

» ®There are millions of us and ve:are moving in all directioms. All -
_ our lives ve have been catapulted into arenas where, hed we thought consciously
- of Sovading them, we would bave hung back..'A sense of constant change hes stolen
stietitly-into our liver and has become operative {n our personslities as a 18¥
of living.

WhIGHT, B . 2l
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®There are some of us who feel our hurts so Geeply that we find 4t
impossidble to work with whites: we feel that it {s futile to hope or dresm ia
terms of Americaz life. Our distrust is so great that we form intensely recial
end pationalistic orgenizations apd sdvocate the estadlishuent of a separate
etate, a forty-ninth state, 4n which we dlack folk would live. .

.

are even today among us groups that forlornly plan a return

;: to Afrie
E ,A»/’f,/ €There| others of us who feel the need of the protection of &
E 7/ oyéon; nation so kednly that we sdmire the harsh end izperialistic policies of
: [f f'cpan end ardent ope that the Japaness will assuxe the leadership of the
|| /saarker races! :

%‘ \ ¢ d :
g \\ o~

b N\ " ®ag-our consciousness chenges, &8 ve come of age, as ve shed our

Tolr swva g clothes, eo run our lives in a bandred directions.

®Today, 811 of us dlack folk are not poor. 4 fev ef us have money.
peking is restricted to

¥Ye meXe it as the white folk make theirs, but our money-
our own people. Many of us dlack folk heve ganaged to send our children to
school, end a few of our children are ROV professional and business men vhose
standards of living approximate trose of middle-class whites. Bcme of us ovn
gmell businesses; others devote their lives to lav end medicine.

on the pluntdtlou. vork in hsavy

*But the majority of us still toil
ds of the Land and the 3osses of

{pdustry, end lsbor in tke Ktchens of tke Lor
the Buildings. ’

" #The gensrel dislocation of 1ife

white workers to learn through chronic prive
their standard of liviag so long as we blacks wers excluded from their unions.

Kany bundreds of thousands of them found that they counld mot fight suscessfully
for increased vages and wmion recognition unless we stood shoulder %o shouldsr
with them. As a consequence, many of us have recently become pezbers of stesl,

gutonobile, pecking and tobacco unions,”

Phe follevwing quotations are foun
and is the last page of the novelt

®The differences between black folk and white folk ere mot M er

. eoler, end the ties that bind us are deeper than those that seperate us. The
* ” pomoon_ro&d of hope vhich ve all have trevelled has tﬁoughﬁ us into aom

Eloehip”thar eny words, laws or legal _ghiu‘.'

1k unt!" ¥e want vhat oth&r: bave, the Tight
{can 1ife, the only life we remexber or bave

! a 3: ‘;‘} i

guring the depression caused many
tion that they could mot protect

4 on Page 146 of the same boot‘

*Yhat 4o we dlack fo
¢o share in the upward perch of Amer

WocHT, £. 207 ,
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ever known. %he Lord of the Lend sayt ‘Ve will mot graat thisl® Ve snsverd ®%e

eek you to grant us pothing. Ve are wimning our keritage though owr tell ia sufferw
ing is greatl! The Bosses of the Buildings sayt ¢Yeur prodlea is beyond solutient?
¥e ensver: SOur prodlem is being solved. Ve are erossing the lime you éared us %o

cross though we pay im the coin of deathlit ®

8fhe geasons of the plantation BO longer dictate the lives ¢f many ¢f usg
hunéireds of thousands of us ere moving imte the sphere of eonscious Ristory.®

*¥e are vith the mew tide. Yo stand at the erossroads. Ve watch easch BeV

processien. The hot wires carrying urgent appeals. Prist eompels us. Voices are
spesking. MNen are povingl And ve shall de vith them.®
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