U.S. Department of Justice

Federal Bureau of Investigation

Washington, D.C. 20555

March 23, 2007

MR. WILLIAM J. MAXWELL
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
608 SOUTH WRIGHT STREET
URBANA, IL 61801

Request No.: 1073655- 000
Subject: ROGERS, JOEL AUGUSTUS

Dear Requester:

The records that you have requested were previously processed under the provisions of the
Freedom of Information Act for another requester.

Enclosed are 12 pages of documents pertaining to your request and a copy of the explanation of
exemptions.

You may submit an appeal from any denial contained herein by writing to the Office of Information
and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-
0001, within sixty days from the date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked
“Freedom of Information Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your
request so that it may be easily identified.

Sincerely yours,

Drlealdyy

David M. Hardy
Section Chief,
Record/Information
Dissemination Section
Records Management Division™
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld,

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential,

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation
with the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement
records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person

of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy, ( D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or
physical safety of any individual;

contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce
crime or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;

investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
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Dear Sir: N . —
I am memJmeMuLa_mmd] b
March 29, 1942, of

which relates to J

Enclosed al-

SETD
. A. ROGES, | Vo
so, are clippings from the Apri Ssue o € "pittsburgh / 70

Courier®, which contained articles mtten by ROGERS

A copy of the Informant's report is being submitted to |
the Pittsburgh Office for its information. Copies of the report |
are likewise being retained in this office, for information purposes.
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except in certain skills where there are not yet enough trained men. Millions are

still unemployed. A Negro friend of mine, a skilled shipyard worker, recently went to
one shipyard to seek work, and he saw at the gate hundreds of_unemployed whites who,

were trying to get on, and of all
the number only four were taken.
A 168-hour week with four shifts
would give the
unemployed a
better chance,
especially  Ne-
groes, who as it
looks now, will
never come into
their own, until
the bottom of
the barrel is be-
ing scraped.
With t h e
yvounger men go-

ing into the
army, t h e
chance of the

older white men

s has come; next,
are the white
‘women. Many
Jjobs, as say, elevator ones, vacated
by white men are being given to
white women, who have to be
taught, while Negroes, skilled ele-
vatormen, with families, are never
even thought of.

WE hear much about a war toom
-‘money
: but
this war has socked the Negro,
~the lowest wage-earning group in
i least, it

baan—mtnT- B C:
Are—getting—thesame—salary as
they dia ves TOn“top of that

ar§ ago.
J—————compe_the Tederal income-tax, which

__now hits even the Negro domestic;
the state income-tax, sales-tax,
amusement “tax;—etc., and every

-uxpe they zo to the store they find
this or that article raised some-
times as high as ten cents.

RACE, NOT GETTING
SHARE OF PROFITS

And just wait, the peace is com-
ing to sock them even harder on
the other cheek as they are tne
last te he hired and the drst to be
fired. There is no sign that things
are going to be different from 19:9,
the year of the last peace. I saw
in July of that year Negroes who
had fought in France build bavri-
cades at 35th and State streets, Chi-
cagn to keep out the white monbs,
thirsting for the blood of them-
gelves, their wives, and children.
Much the same, as you know, hap-

n|or taste but one of physical force

:ruled out\

|

»

pened in Washington, D. C, aud
other citizs.

F YOU would know how far down

the Nagro is finacially, read of
the huge war bonuses being puid
out by firms making war supplies,
and then lay a ten thousand to one
shot that not a single one of those
recipients ig a Negro.

WAR REVERSES

- bl n}e‘\'

country’s back is

P’e&"s%ls 1

es. But 1 speak as one who has

studied -exhaustively the History or)

race prejudice in English.apeaking.
typical.example. is.how

in “the_Civil War.
armies w:ré —being

South, ye. Lincoln to appease col-
or prejud ce, North and Soutn, re-
fused to '1se Negro troops. Finally
he had to, and he was forced to
explain, saying that only power
could wir, and power was power
whether supplied by a white hand
or a black ¢one. To quote Lincoln,

“It is not a question of sentiment

which may be measured amd ¢s-
timated as horse-power or steam-
power is measured and estimated.”
He drove it home to the Negro-
haters' by telling them, as regards
the aid the Negro was giving,
“Keep it and you can save the
Union. Throw it away and the
Union goes with it.”

The above was said and done
only in the nation's moment of
greatest peril. But has the lesson
been leaint? Today, eighty years
later, the Anglo-Saxon-American
psychology regarding Negroes still
runs in the same old groove, alil
of which is most discouraging to
those Negroes, who really and tru-
ly want to serve their country.
Such Negroes find themselves in
a state of great perplexity, which
no mere ippeal to loyalty and pa-

triotism «<an solve.
AS a remedy certain groups con-
tinue to avepal to the Presi-

edness. The President is perhaps'
the busiest man in America, and!
his brain can only do so much in]|
his waking hours. Moreover, he hasl
very powerful enemies, too. It fol-:
lows automatically that those who
opRress Negroes are the very ones,
who oppose the principles of racial
equality he has enunciated time
and again.

MUST HELP
HIMSELF I

I
m office, a'

of hungry Southern Democ-
4 TS, came in automatically with

udige is one of its cardinal prin-
i Remember how Grover
the first Democrat to
into the power after the
Civil War, boasted in his letter to
the press that he had never in
his “waking or sleeping hours din-
ed with a Negro” and how he had
done his best while governor of
New York to maintain segregated
schools?

NO, the sole remedy, I see is for
the Negro to make far greater
efforts than at present to help him-
self. Let him use his political pow-
er and buy only in places where
he can work. The most practical
suggestion I have seen so far
comes from Walter White of t

those states where ‘“segregation is
not the pattern in schools and loth-
er places,” the soldiers in those
states should be in mixed regi-
ments. This smashing of jim-crow
in the army, navy, and air force
is the key to a real solution. Ne-
groes in states like New York,
Pennsylvania, and Illinois, can,
with their political power and that
of their white friends, make this
a reality. The only thing the anti-
Negro politician in Washington
fears is a vote cast against him.
Break segregation in the armed
forces and you begin to break the
power of the exploiters of Negro
labor in the South and the rent-
gougers in the North, These pirates
fear the freeing

more —than they ~dread Hitler or
the-Japanese:; They are the Vichy~
men of America. Now is the time
to unite our forces and smite

dent. This is downright hard-heart-

them even from Dan to Beersheba.

NAACP, who proposes that /in/ 'ﬁ\

/1
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“What the Negro 13 thinking, shout.

Enclosed please find two sheets of the , "Pitts burg Courier®
L

pages #¢ snd #5, dated April 4 thd 1942, J.A. Rogers|

are the twom best known featmee ih th. e U,3. This paper-gs far os I und

stand~~have a clrculation of over, half a millien, among the Negroes .

?ogers 13 from the Island of? Jamaica and, have written several books, dls

speqlality bs,‘socxal equality\\ He is a light skin, mullato. is

very, blacke. He marrles 8 white woman, from, them, South. b7C

Rogers, lived and travelled in Eurppe for deverel years. He went td /bbiw

gsinien during the corcnation of, angllie Sallesie where he representatéd se-
veral, Fegro Newspapers.

The writer is well scquainted with him and, if necessary can get

any de81red informatiog. He is sbout to publish a new bodk, entitled,”

ect and Race", He hed published an earlier efition,

are the most highly psaid writers, irthe Country. THey infl

uence a few millions of,the3 Negrom- populathonL

/’/ﬁ/ﬂ fﬂf M/écz_ A2, 567
{’f?“ “OINED

) HERLI; RPN :l RN ”.‘.D
T OATEG ~7= (5 BY. S 2 4 47 s %g

5 AT




°
e -

P "‘* | _ NUMEROUS W m
= b7 C r-/g/
Supervhorl Room ___ !

Ja Eo_@gw/ o
cht SPeJJ.ing Searchers
—___A11 References Initial dBerTorsd
—eSubversive Ref. Date R—+7S$2>
File -
Restricted to Locality of .g-11
L’W /37

Y o i =i i Y

].M-» N2y 3 c,nf/

f v iorse &)

lod o PETT T A TS
- W

ZVIE RS

Loriz T "t -r2 Y7

2o —23)/38 -/
L =200 -3 2F-24

Ammwm-eeﬂw

:a_;’u r -.-"'r'lr )7( ’
/8 .5t

Initialed




“.o@ ma

Suabjs .2 ;
o Exact Spelling Search
,7,|d.1 Fatarenoes Tottiale teasdhuc
- Subversive Ref. Date =f 7-3°>
Mail File
T Remtricted to Looality of
FILE NOMBER SERTALS
Py —~wzz N
- y)
L=l3S - 42‘4/9 ";;’g'"c'/
LY B i Y T A
o —Fésn SH 5] R

(o= AYRASS— - 99 4R

Initialed




. PG
i '. -. = l.- 3 ‘ ) 4-22
‘ Subj: ___
| b7C
Address:
Birthdate: SUPV:

e

. Ko

«I

—) , 8
L) \‘./

ALL INFORMATION CONTATNED
HEREL 1040 -_:: e




) B ‘( ‘ . c‘iur. Ladd

‘ »
"t Mr. Belmont
o bl |
~SECRER— August 25; 195 o
bl !VI
: . . N
Re: J. A. FOGEES = PE .,"\\
PDAILY RULLETINY \\
f3 bl '
i A reliable sou.rce cduised in Mhrch, 1942, that J. A.
= Ro¥ers,

originally from Jamgica, was a jeature writer jor the
, "pittsburgh Courier,"” which Rad a wice circulation among

i Negroes. Rogers specializecd in sociul equality matters and
haed traveled widely in Europe.

Y ASATRTIETCEY B Ie R indin
DQZ.J}"S.:IEK ‘{*{ ]

A source aduised in July, 1943, that J. A. Rogers
had written two books, "Sex and Race in the New ¥Yorlc" and
"Sex anc¢ Race in the 0ld ¥arld." In commenting on Roaers’
backngund, zt was znc;cated that Rogers had spent more thi

fded s

Z

TRECAATION CC:Y{‘Z"A!?IEP

AL

Neoro in all ages—and- Iands. He hac trove

trcueler ertensively and was
present at the coronatfen_u#_my@g ----- Se.lassle and mas a newspaper

corresjoncent in the Italo=Fthiopian War. In 1930 he uwas
elected 1o membership in the

laris Suct &fnthropalony, ( ‘
which wos founded by Broca in 1859. (3 \

I-I‘f— f 57 L B
J. A. Bogers of Jew York, a writer for the"ritis=- 4ﬂ’/?7
burgh Courier,”

gave iInformation on January &8, 1943, concerning
pro-Japanese individuals amony Mecgroes in the United States.

COPY FILED

A source acvised in 1943 that J. A. Rogers, a columnist
©\ of the "Pittsburgh Courier,” anc a J(maican, was o personal

.% Sfriend and close associate of the laie Marcus CGarvg, a

A Jamoican leacer. The 3ource pointed out ihat Rogers was .
cognizant of the friction between American-born Negroes and ————
Jamaican Negroes and pointed out tha it was up io the Jhmazcanl,
by their good deeds, to change the nhpaa gg‘gggﬁgaople in the .
United States. He showed houw Jamaiédan FNegr monopollagd “ego
many phases of American y:egro life

;‘;ma cti}ity, RBng. ojten -
o €TCElled American Megroes in the N Ex ons. "“:ﬁ

Classified

2K

&

odd . _ \1?
i e

wgg, [-T—-4-S0urcg gduised in 1945 ‘hat "rhe African” was a
fﬁg monthﬁﬁ magazine

pm ed bu t‘he A/’lcan\{ bl;shlng COT‘pOT‘a‘tlon,
K:;__ldl Vegl 125th Street,

ew York €Clty. b/f-its associate
1&::#? -editors wmy.gmg?ogew

It containec occasional articles
b mm‘m concarnlnq Ieat Invzan‘anc African mutters,
5 ml(;}r —
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A reliable source reported in January, 1946, in his " P
column "In the Negro Press,” John Hudson Jones, "Daily Worker N
writer, staoted that Henry hallace's third party candidacy
continued to draw a variety of vie:s in the Negro FPress and
columns. Several columnists were for kallace, in contrast %o
teir papers' stands, notocbly W. k. . Dubois and Ecrl Conrad v
of the "Chicayo Defender®™ newspcper; J. A. Roberts of the Titts- [,
burgh Courier,” and Lenc Jobde of the "People's Voice." / /
A source furniched minutes o/ the National Boerd VAL iy
Meeting of the National Council oy the Arts, Sciences, and
Professicns (NCASP), June 21, and 22, 1957, Hotel Bevoort, New
York City. In the "Equal Righta Report'" the author mentioned
that during the last year meny Netros professional people had
either spoken at VCASP meetings or signed its petitions al-
though they were not members of the organization. He recomnended
that some be soucht as members of the Natioral Board, and
anung those mentioned was a J. A. Rogers, not further identified.

>
\

#ith respect to the "Daily Bulletin,” a source advised
in 1943 that the "Iaily Bulletin" wne published in Dayton,
Ohio, an” hod its cir~ulatiosn gmony colorec people. It wos
cuite radicul on the raciacl discrininction question and supported
the righte of colored peosple. It has not come to our atiention
as a security probglen. -
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NEW YORK -- “The African
sian peoples are standing to
ether today because that is thei
nty hope,” spoke J. A. Rogers
noted historian, author and col-
umnist, to 1,600 Harlemites at
the second annual African-Asian
Exgposition, held New Year's Day
at Muhammad's Temple of Islam,
102 W. 116th St.
¢ “Here in America we have
had plenty of leaders but they
have always been the wrong
on+s, They have selfishly preyed
upon us for themselves . . . bat
at last we have found the right
one in Mr. Muhammad,

“The thing that impresses me
most about Mr. Muhammad’s
young followers is they are so
alive, alert, independent and t.on-
est. Being a wrfter, many peapl
come to me and take my book
afd never pay me for them, b

al\r. Muhammad’s foliowers gét
ese books by the thousands and
even pay for them in advaace.”
e “Not only do they, trem-
selves, want te learn, but they
want to spread this knowledge
1o the rest of our people, Mr.
Muhammad is doing a great
jork. At last we have found
the man who is unselfishly try-
igg to get the right knowledge

power; give our people th
light and they will find theiy .
way.,

[ ] i

“In Mr. Muhammad’s move-]
ment you have something that is
not only going to sweep America,
but all of Africa, Asia and tWe
whole world. To you who afe
following him I say keep up the
good work, for you are on tle

tq4 our peopic. Knowledee is Lrioht nath




7S

I |

: J. A. Rogers, noted historian, au-

Rogers Hal'ed""fhong;_ﬂT(_:g_!Mumnish ds

lcomed to the rostrum by Malcelm X, at the Mosler§-
sponsored African-Asian Exposition held New Year's D

if Harlem. The overflow audience gave Rogers a standi
,obation. ’
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For your information Robert F., Williams fled the
United States in 1961 following return of an indictment by a
North Carolina State Grand Jury charging him with kidnapping
and the issuance of a Federal warrant. charging him with unlaw-
ful flight to avoid prosecution - kidnapping and found refuge |/
in Cuba. He remained in Cuba until the middle of 1965 when he
took up residence in Peking, China. While in Cuba and since <

arrival in China, Williams has carried on a violently anti-
white and anti-United States propaganda campaign, | |
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