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Race Drift and Danger’

14 pCICC n

South.

the possibility of more 1acia1
clashes.

dritt and danger today S
“BUt Mr. Baldwin refuscd te:
despalr, Lo
“Despair is a “sin,” he szuz
“I-bélleve that. It i3 gasy to be
bleal .. ahout the - TYACe.),
bat thete are p@o

" By M. 8. HANDLOR
James Baldwin sees hope forjproved to mec that we cza be
e United|better than we are.” -

States despite a rising tide of
violence in both North and|Baldwin tonk place in his 234-

The conversation with MIr.

rooim . apartment in Greenwich

. Tn an interview, the Negro Village, o dizmai sott iny for a
vauthor who has been crusading|man depicted by Edmuuad Wil
for'the immediate extension of|Son as one of the great creative
cqual rights to all, warned of artists of this countuy.

The apartmeat Is on the see-
ond floor of a small renovated

“The Birminghams cannot bc brick building in a strect popu-
stopped,” he said.- “They canjlated by Nc«rocs and Puerto
happen in New York and clse- Ricans. '
‘where in the country ‘There is!’

. His’ \vork roo.v: is fumx.,hed
with a lyne\-’r.‘er a desk, a
chair and bookshelves. In ‘a
combination living . room-bed-
roout a ved withont héadboards
lies flat on the {flour. A few

,smﬁcn chairs, a book¢ase, mb- N

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

1 NEY YOP.K TIMES

Dato: _- 6/3/63
Ediuon. LATE CITI
Author: MeSe 'HANTLER
Editors JOHNAB. "OAKES .
stler 1%ACIAL SITUATIONS




(Mount Clipping n Space Balow)

‘n }:b 126 f\/o 40n01%

]ames Artbur B ddwin

P R R I RE?

nce lived a night.
-3s tho m"htm'xrc

@ and
- wlthm thc
z Harlem's bl

‘ " “ left’ 1

country an
. ything in 1948,
. never iutcudm . to return. I

. capldn't bear it = .
“an any longer. I ¢ "
in th kndy that I i
in the would kill some- "

- News body or some- % o,

would kiil ¢
me. T lived in Parm ‘and else- i
where in Europe long.enougi
to vomit up most of my ‘hatred
and to place America in pers-
peetive,

“It was in Paris that I real-
¥ jzed what my problamy was, I
. was a.shamcd ci buing a Ne-

':*f: EERTE TR RN R TR R Y

gxo. I {finally realized that I
would remain what I was to
_thc end of my time and lost
"<my shame. I awoke irom my

= mg}'tma.rc.
. Mr. Baldwin’s icizcase from

"t.hc nightmare that hounded
% him irom Awmerica was abrupl.
" w'One evening he took a Nor-
i weglan gu‘l to a party given -
. nby white American,_writers.
ZThe -writers vidiculed Mr.
2 Baldwin’s story, and he ﬂcw
. inlo a'rage. )
‘Leaving the party. the Nnr--
S wcgmu girl asked Mr. Bald-’ N\
(& win why he had lost hishead. . - oo w== 70 7 o
ZHe gave a’ fumolin" rcply’ N
-.~The girl asked:
»:“Why do :you - h:ste your
“ fr}lclnds" Is it because thcy are:
: L

ok James’ “Baldwin ° was bo
s Aug. 2, 1924 in’ Harlem. His .

- g_fathcr, an.occasional factory-
- mmeWoTKer. * :md fanatical lay .
preacher, had. been by in.

= New Orlcans. His mother, o
«eentle stoical woman wio Was:

v "to bear wnine chiléren—four
v' whoys:and five "n'ls»\\ as bom :
A Maryland.

P e st
eI

{Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and slale.)
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Date: o
Edition: LA'IE CITY :
Author: ' N
gattor: -~ JORN B. OAKES

Title: JAV""S ARTHUR BALD "IN




Yoty howe 18 nocept - his erima)

and Torgive him. “Fowr-eanner) |

" condemn him, You must under-|

‘ord- player; ‘piles of *records, a
‘rolgThg” table, Jamps and a worn
'camplel.e_’ the furnisa-

rgarpet.
:mgs( X o . K
“A window faces a dveary air
:shaft, bui no outside light penc-
“trates the roomi, Elcctric lizhts
must be on almost constantly.
As he spoke, Mr. Baldwin
moved  barefooted in  khaki
‘trousers from the hed-couch to
floor and back, sceking a com-
fortable position. Occasionally
the fidgeted with the open col-
‘1ar of his sports shirt.
© The policy of “deals” to buy
.Negro contentment is finished,
ihe sald, becanse the swhite pow-
er structure has nothing leit to
offer the Negro in exchange
Sfor continued quiescence. -
And the time for deals has
also passed, he said, because:
“No man can claim to speak
for the Negro people today.
*There is no one with whom the
white power structure can ne-
gotiate a dcal ‘that. will bind
ithe Negro -beople. There ™is,
| ;bargain whatsoever.” . “.x

f1g" convinced “theré is an’immi-
tnent possibility of violencs here
fand in’ other Northern citics: -
“d. “Such: violence can only be
{repressed by force and. tho con-
scentration” camp  enclosed by
wire, The Negroes in the North
.already - live. in _ concentration

tcamps without-wire {snces The

‘Negro cannot sutrender. ;.

; ‘Perhaps . violence ,won't . oc-

cur, butonly the mora
e

,therefore, no-:possSibility .of 2

‘Because of.this, perhaps,” he

1’staté of ¢
t-whenlc

stand .what compelled him. to
‘commit his ecrime, .
“I hope there is something in|
all people that makes them
reallze oy ane mon and wo-
men, although they are doing
cverything to deny it.” i
Nut a Churchgoer ‘i
It was suggested Lo Mr. Bald-
win ‘thal he was expressing a;
reiigious  sentiment,  althouzhy
he s sald lo have abandonad
Christianity. :
“To put it briefly,” he replied,
“every artist is fundamentally

religious.” “But I haven't heen
Wavertheless when Blake talks
about the New Jerusalem, I be-
T was ralsed in the church
hut have abandoned Cirist

ity as an organized relizion.,
The church is the worst nlace;
have rejected it because the
Christians have rejected Chris-l
hypocritical.” . s
Mr. Paldwin is distressed byy
attributes its.:stesility | to
flizht from the realities of con-
"Writers arg running away-
from’. social commitments. - In
stand -they- seem: to. have: the
idca, that ‘one can be an artist
American -idea. of success

said. el R
misunderstood when he said in,
a recent television broadcast;
ther King Jr. was. at the end of, -
his rope. He said he meant thaty

in church for twenty yeats.
lieve,
vistian-
to learn about Christianity. I;
tianlty. It is too pi_ous,‘ ’Lgo
Hiterature in America today an
temporvary life. .. .vial L
some strange way I don’t under=:
and 'be sife, too.. This:is .the **:
" he.
. He
that’ the  Rev..Dr, Martin Lu-}
ts ;vez:efmt{_\iv.ing too fast tg;u‘

‘declared that hé had been -
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% The family, Mr. Baldwin
= says, lived ‘on relief much of .
2the time and scrounged stale
~bpread and other foodstu{fs.
i e ! Zqhe father, a ranting dema-
LU e gogue, vevolted his children.
-+ - ZJames, the .oldest, had 1o
S T stand between the father and
e = he motlier, He learned to Gis-
< . 7like his father to adove his
S -+ = mother, who managed Lo keep
: _“her nine children togethicr
.« +.against all odds. . - i
& EmowMother §s 2 véry imprese
ve person,” says the slender
= gnome-like -author. JTis soit
Fvoice hasdn almost mesmeric
Teffect and his face s 50 ex-,
pressive,”: it, ~ too, “scems . 10
o ich v B iibdo:

-

a '] dren is a mystery. None of us

_Znas been in prison, None ha

been on the needle.”s ~.0 7 0e
-James was gragnated

vitt Clinten High Sehool

42; 7His five sisters
S pere

e
holp ‘support the {famil
“he soon grew desperate.
oY mude’ up” my mind ‘to
=Yecome. @ riter, besause it

2y wother was terrificd be-

“dafent would do to ‘me. She
cas alrad Towouid ba con-
Feamed by . Nal 4, & Soul-de
3 ‘:stx:wﬁng emoticit. ;

‘t6-‘hate anyone' and fought
“Eto prevent fatner’s hatred of

k)

sppealt S
“. She is ihscrutable. How she

“wvasthe”only thing ‘left-for:

. ~mme to do: It was a long shot.

“eataze ghe was fearful of what:
: - Baldwin, the prose;poc v
< today articulates the despair
nd . the. asperatio
Negro people, said:
¥ couldn’t let the Fre
“use me as a stick to beat ¥

‘Mother had taught us not .

w small thing,

. LA ol
The ~fears . of « his “mother:] -
Cwape gundrmed, The Pire
" author, /unable to contain his
“patred of white American civ-
ilization, took the road of exs
‘jle to Paris and for nine years
lived an impoverished existe:
ence with African students,
. His tortured life was only oc-

¥

©tiie white man from infecting .

g Blie did not discourage|
"% me’ fiom trylng to become & 3 -
% writer, She only sald. It jsnot

casionally relieved by the |
frisndship of Americans and |
o
Triend of Richard Wright .
In Paris Mr. Baldwin came

Europeans who helped him.

“to lnow the late Richard

Wright, the well-known Ne-
ero writer who had abandoned

- Amecrica. DIr. Wright briefly

wis My, Baldwin's only liters

«hip foundercd on angry ree

criminations and ended in bits

terness. .
Althoutgh he ha

d heen res

¢

~ary meator, but the friend-’

lcased from his nightmare of
hatred for whites, Mr. Bald- -

win was still embittered when
he decided to return to the

United Sties in 1957, He ves-

turped, hie said. because he did

not wish to follow the exams,
ple of Nichard Wright, who

lived in limbo.

Mr. Bualdwin has never

wrarried.

Much of his carcer -has
veen financed by fellowships

and- fuundition - grants, - His,
{irst professional. publication’,
was a book” review in The .

< Natlon in 1948, Since ‘then: . :
“his articles gnd’ stories have -
‘appeared in many periodicals.®
His first hook was “Go Tell’

It on the Mountain,” pubsi.
;managed to protect her chil- * “Yizhed by Alfred A, Knopf in'*-
- 1056, Two essays.in The New ° .

Yorkér . and the other in”
Liberation :‘magazine,  which? .
" created . a stir' because cof v

rticulateness .on ' the

3L
0iSONINE ; yOUrS
re \what- they’
can’ fo is.to try
1

Creally)’

. In a moving moment, Mr,
t who °

" “Americans.”

.I»?J‘!-sf‘zmﬁ: i3 3 e

R

' thing -iwith yourself. I. don't .
{hate. ‘aunyone:..I . have Ibeen -
there. You never can

retyum .

of tha. -

neh -
he




CORGRESS OF RACIAL EGUATITY
Staten Island Chapter
Information Concernlng

advised that the regular

@n 6/3/63, :

meeting of the Staten lsland vhapter of C.O0.R.E., to be
ha1d at the Markham Homes Commu:nity Center on the evening
of 6/,/63, will be open to the publie, The inforrant
stated that the chapter will soonsor a forum on this
night regarding the viewg of Lh AMES RATDWIN
appsered at a ¢.0.R.E, sponsored rally on Staten
on the evenins of 5/2%/63,

The informant adviged that 0,0.7.7,had been ree
celving some objections from persons who attended the

rally, claiming that “ATDWTN was caustic an > roris-
trg in stating his vtews on intezration, ad~- &il‘lé
vised that C.0°,E, was having the public “grum in order

to analyze the views m?»tcd by PATDUTN, U L,

l _\/a 5
A

INE=1063 571
FBl — NEW.-YORK |

v
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New York 100-79303 May 30, 1663

Hew York, New York

Information Concerning

On May 29, 1963, & confidential source, who has
furnished reliable informuation in the past, advised that a
rally sponsored Ly the 3taten Island group of Congress of
Raclal Equality (CORE), was held at Wagner College, Grimes
Hill, Staten Island, Mew York, at 8:00 FM, on Tuesday, May
28, 1963, Admission wap $1.00 and a colleotion was taken U
up during the rally. [A total of $1500.00 was eoliected’
Between B50 to SO0 people éftendeﬁ.qBij :

The guest speaker was James Baldwin, a Negro
vriter; and folk singer, Leon Bibh provided entertalnment,
The affair larted about three voure. Y

Proceeds from the sale of tickets wae to be glven
to CORE in Bilrmingham for help in paying attorneys' fees,
and alding the Integration movement. % m /

Baldwin spoke for asbout 20 minutes and sald he was

speaking a8 &n individusal Negro rather than as a spokesman

for the Negro. Baldwin gave a brief outline of nhis hoyhood

in the South. The theme of his talk was that integration in

the Zouth 1s the white man's problem and not the Negro's,

He said it was not a southern problem, but a national probdlem.

He was not interested in compromises for the Negro, stating

compromising was a way of evading responeidility.y ,oc— | 467‘EF'II
Bearched i
Sert et ALl

© Indexs R

rrere

1 - New York
1 - New York
I’ - New York §J

1 - New York (100-«79303) (CORE) (

DJQ:mab
(13)
1 - Supv. #412

kool
L .
R s




Sponsored by Congress

AL ST AN

S ¥
Akl W S W
27 e »
3

P R Rk B 1 SR ';,;,.;r&,;:‘r’ :n'* “%b%p«““ T e
over neoting and ted mierely that he had spo

the Attorney General and he thought the Attorney Genersl
"was beginning to listen” .U

There were no p.
i‘ally. M "y Ty A

Another confidentiial source, who has furnished
rellable information in advised on two separate , b
occasions in 1954, that who was a member of the E
Executive Board of Peoples Ar » Incorporated, to his B
knowledge was a member of the Communist Party as of the Fall
of 1953, and as of M¥arch and August, 1954, Although the
source could not furnish specific proaf of actual membarshi
in the Commpinist / b é,




SAC, Al
" RALLY SPONSORED BY CONGRESS OF §§§;.

RACIAL EQUALITY, STATEN ISLAND, ~77¥
5/28/63 -
INFORMATION CONCERNING

Enclosed are eight coples of a letterhead memorandun
setting forth information concerning captioned matter.u

: ) The. gource whg furnished the information on
A 5/29/63, i8 W\A} 2|
The sacond source is former -&,p l/(,

This memo iz classified "Confidential’ since
information furnished by the sources could reasonably result
in the identification of these sources and thus, impalr
their future effectiveness, such impalrment could have an
adverse effect on the national defense. \4

e

Classith/oy £
v%‘ias 0“.' "y
p b

New York
New York

62




IMATION CONTAINED

EXCEDA wilBRg SHOM
(e

P UNCLASSLIFIRD

03@ SAC, NEW YORK (100-79303) 6/17/63
e
G — A
g SA (521) DECLASSIFIED BYMM
’ oN 3 87‘14 ‘

CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALTTY (corg) CA47-53069
INFORMATION CONCERNINO

.. bt
r;deutity of Source @m

Description of info gogn Rally, Staten Island,

gate Received 6/4/63 4 QV l/(’
P

Original Located (L bo- | (

A copy of mtomant'n report follows:

1l - New York
= New York1100-

1l - New York
3 - Neu York
1l - Neu York
v

"OEARCHE oo.ocmgo .
SERIALIZED,, EILED, Jé
JURE 17, 1967

FBI -« NEW YORK

v,

e e SR L rm— 63



On Tuesday evening, May 28, 1963, the Staten Island
Chapter, Congress 0f Racial Bquality (¢c.0,R,E,) sponsored
a rally at the Wagner College gymmasium, Grymes Hill,
gtaten Island, The rally got wnder way shortly after
: 00 P.ll, » ®

The grincipal speaker for the rally was JAMBS BALDWIN,
author, and entertaimment was given by LEON BIEB, EDITH
OVERTON, Chairman of the Statem Island Chapter of C.0.RE,,
was the person who obtained BALDWXN and BIBB for the rally,
CLARKNCE OVERTON was master of ceremonies, .

Admission tickets were $1,00, There was an advanced
ticket sale and also admissbn the door. Donations were
also collected the rally, g;;e“’oombined collestion was

s»about '$1300,00, [although 'éontributions and dnations are
still armdving in the madl] re vere close to 1,000 per-

sons present at the » p 17 é

Some o observed in attendance wvere
who
and

was aiso present.

64
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FD-350 (4-3-62}
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below)

i,

Baldwin's Message@ ,
'Don't Hate Any@ne

‘ Negro Author Returns to His : .' 3
‘| Old.Sthool for Alumni Award

y‘jd{:i famous author Jamgﬁ
¥ Swin made a sentimental
josurney vesterday back to the
“lays 25 years ago ‘when he
*w. just an undersized adoles-
cent 'who had a way. with
words.
-He came home to JHS 139
in the heart of Harlem to
rezeivé a plaque as the school’s
sinmnus of the Year. Bald-
wit was visibly moved at see-
ing many of his old teachers
age:n after a-quarter of a
century away from the school.
Many expacted Baldwin to
deliver a fie.v spzech on Negro
Tizats, as he. has often done
ci-éwhere. Instead he offered
fa.nerly advise'to the young:
sters sitting in the schoc’
.auditorium.
* Speaking of ‘the present'
serisis in the Negro's struggle
-fo. equal rights, he said:
“Remember” when things get
‘touzh and ugly not to confuse
power "with morality. There
is no moral value to either a

.black skin or a white skin. .
{TTIC §0mecae_wantsTyou- 10;

3

i

substitute your real past for
an invented one, don't listen
to them. It is importan: for:
you to be proud that youn
ancestors stood on the aucs
tion block. From the block to
full equality is a journey n
other people have ever teken.

“When -you have a chilg,
raise him not to hate anvhody.
What one seeks is not revenge.
Revenge doesn't work. I know,
I've tasted it.”

The teachers and the ycung-
sters gave the novel ©. anc
essayist 2 ~nunderous cyvation”
Buldwin was introducsd by
Lionel Mcivurren, once o ciass-
mate of Baldv/in's at JHS3 139
now on, the 1a«.u1:y Yno .

.

Author:

Title:

Edutor:R TCHARD D.

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

AND THE SYN

Date: 6/21/63

Edition:

METRO

26 N.Y. WORID TELTGRAM

FPITERS
RACIAL SITUATT

ONS

assification: B{J 100—336’,00

Submitting Office:

N0

oy

R i g A YT
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FD-350 (4-3-62)

{Mount Clipping in Space Below)

(Indicate page, name of
newspaper, city and state.)

BALDWIN HONO E
OL' _12 NEY YORK TIMES

Negro
writer on racial problems, re-, - .
turned yesterday to the Har-;
lem high school from which he,
graduated in 1938 and told thel
students that the color of a:
man’s skin had no bearing on
N moral issues, - :
' “Color is not important,” Mr
Baldwin said. "Golor doesn’t,
matter, Color is a politicali
reality which certain politicians;
use. There is no moral value to}
black or white skin.”
The school, Frederick Dougs~ .
lass Junior High, is an all-boy'
titution of which 99 per cent!
of the 'pupils are Negroes

About 500 were in the audience
In advising the students to
disregard color as a mora
issue, he said: “If you think' -
otherwise, you would have to!

raise your children to hate . :
white people; We're not trying . 6/ 21/63
to do that. We're trying o Edition:TATE CITY
make this world a more Jhuman Author:
place to live in.” ‘ ) ,
He also told the students they’ Editor: JOHN B. OAKES
should never deny their heritage Title: RACIAL SITUATIONS

as descendants of slaves. He
described the Negro movementi
from Africa and its rise from’
slavery as “a journey no other,
people took and survived.” Character:

uring the ceremonies, Mrl T
Ba.ldwin was awarded a plaque or

for being the alumnus of-the; . -

1ye a.r. Calvin Alston, 2 16.year- Classification: RBYJ 100 3 LCO

old Negro who (inf ds_to_be Submitting Office: e
" __éi"_”;mde_.* _“presentiﬂon.l :

{ ‘ (9l gt
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‘tsN-told 'them:'-a:.. o
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DATE fo / 2/ / 63
PAGE 24
FORWARDED BY NY DIVISION
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)-»Ba.ldwin spoke césuaily oc-
asi nal]y gegturfng‘t mj
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Indices Search Slip
FD-160 (Rev. 10-1-59)
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v UNITED STATES GOVERNMENR ;&3 (wC\RSALTIRS 3 ( ;
M d BAO ST THEAS A N i :
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SUBJECT: JAMES ARTHUR BALDNIN qu
INFORMATION CONCERYING

i
Mr. P Crime Records, Bureau, on ¢
5/21/63 requested a check of the NYO indices and also ¥

established sources for any information, particularly of

a derogatory nature, concerning captioned. Information

had been developed by the Bureau that BALDWIN is a homo-

sexual, and on a recent occasion made derogatory remarks '!)

in reference to the Bureau, b;, n0-1

The indices of the NYO disclose two per ent

files identical to the captioned: 100-16553 and

(U
Records of the NYCPD disclose that JAMES BALDWIN /
was arrested on' 9/3/54 for Disorderly Conduct, was arraigned (
before Judge BALSAM and received a suspended sentence. The
Disorderly Conduct charge was for refusal to move on order
of a policeman, At that time JAMES BALDWIN was described
as Negro, age 30, novelist, residence 63 West 97th Street,

The records of Selective Service disclose that
JAMES ARTHUR BALDWIN originally registered on 12/26/42,
giving his residence as 2171 Fifth Avenue, NYC, employment
Belle Meade Quartermaster Depot, Belle Meade, New Jersey.
His mother was listed as Mrs. BERDIS BALDWIN, same address.
He again registered on 9/17/48, at which time his residence
was given as 46 West 13lst Street, apartment 5-E, NYC.
The person listed as always knowing his whereabouts was
CONSTANCE WILLIAMS, 99 West 10th Street., His date of
irth yas.shown as 8/2/24, He was classified 1-A on
YAy B R D )

i ddress:fory

MMO'R:enc e
(L o 6y Kassifiod by
" Peelassifty ont QOPK



i
i
l.
{
i
i

"e»sfﬁ‘ thwastdonefin:
JAMES BALDWIN were obtained and Photos a

%&%

warded to the Bureau., NYO maintained no copies, o
i

Thig j mation was telephonically furnished v

to Superviso , who shatéd no confirmatory letter !
was necessary., {23000 '?¥3ﬁp~ :
bl - | LEELYS
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Aligses P
7
Address >) Birthplace > R“"; SE“-N@-
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All References

Main Criminal Case Files Only

BRestuct to Locality of

iminal References Only
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CONFIBEmAL

SAC, NE: YORX (10 79303) 6,/26/63

L’I g

(421)

SA

CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY (CORR)
INFORMATION CONCERNING

o ' b}_—' l
Identity of Source —

Description of info CORE PForug Staten Islend, NY.
Date Recelved 6/18/63
S 81'1{;11131 Located — 9’ =
Please index on 100-79303: bé (u)
— J

A copy of informant's report followus:

Y rl
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WASST?I ‘ B l 4/
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On June 4, 1963, Statem Island Chapter of C.0.R.E, held a
forum at the community center at the Markham Homes in West
New Brighton, S.I. The purpose of the forum was to discuss
JAMES BALDWINS speech of 5/28/63. A mumber of people had
been offended by BALDWIN's remarks, so C¢,0 RE, set up a
_.... . panel of speakers, pro and con to debate "Baldwinism",
EDITH OVERTON was chairlady, and on the panel were EESS
WEINEERG, NORMA OWENS, HERBERT HINBS, RICHARD PRIDEAUX and
JOAN mmuo AUX. Amongst those in the audience which numbered
about

and others, There was a
orough discussion of "Baldwinsim" and its' relationship
to Negro attitudes. The discussion lasted from 8:15 P.M,
until after 10:00 P.M, when refreshments were served and
; there were informal discussions., Meeting broke up at 11:00
5 or a little after, (A!
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All References
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SAC, NEW YORK (100-79303)

CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY (CORE)
INFORMATION CONCERNING

.
N b E:l;tity of Source — bﬂ(-‘
Description of info CORE Rally, Staten (u}

\Y , Island, NY.
(‘% Date Received 6/11/63

origio tocsves (N

fPlease index om 100-79303:

A copy of inforuant's report follous:
-\

l - Hew Yor?»:—BL
Hew York 100
@-—- New York 157~ AME
- New York 100

1 - New York 100
1l - New York

o1 Classi '\‘%d
) neclassify

.1 = Neu York |10Q
«X=I'Rew York [100

& = New York 10Q

#71 « Heuw York

© %7 1 - New York
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On May 28, 1963 a "Support Birmingham" Rally
sponsored by S,I, C.0.R,E, was held at Wagner College 6ym.
uthor, ILEON

Participating in the rally were JAMES BALDWIN, a
BIEB, folk singer, Rev, WILLIAM EPPS of St. Phillips Church,

CLARENCE OVERTON
of C.O0.R.E,

, Master of ceremony and EDITH OVERTON, Chairman

e, white, 5'8" about 55 yrs

eavy seté“receding hair line). Young man (white abo:t/ U/
was

)

ol
24 sr old, 5'8" van dyke beard & mustache, brown hair,
selling pamphlets and giving out newspapers (News & Letters)

About 1400 people attended the "Rally"

$1346,00 was collected, % (J1 /
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~ MEMORANDUM Lo ke
TO ¢ SAC, NEW YORK (100-79303%;0 \ne DATE: 6/26/63
FROM : SA (&21\

SUBJECT: COM3IRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY (ORE)
TNFORMATION CONCERNING

<
Y/Identity of Source ‘ b?‘

Description of info CORE Rally, Staten Island, NY,.
Date Recelved 6/12/63

Original Located — > I
i Lz_. .V

Please index on 100-79303:

b'/ bl

A copy of informant!s repor

s i b
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AN R o /SENIISe
OR;

1.~ New York 100-
/""1?- New York 157-
] -~ New York 100~
1 - New York 100
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COPIES CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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NY 100-79303
COPTES CONTINUED
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New York
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On May 28, 1963 Staten Island Chapter of C,0,R.E. held a

"Back Birmingham" rally at the Wagner College Gymnasium on

S.I. JAMES BALDWIN, the author, and LEON BIBB, the singer,

were featured on the program. EDITH OVERTON, president of

the ¢,0.R,E., chapter, made the introductory remarks. CLARENCE k)Lp

OVERTON was master of ceremonles. ther C,0 R, E, members who
erformed some funct cluded:

observed at rall

There were about

people in atiendance,

The program began at about 8:40 P.M, and lasted until about

11:00 P,M, The entertalnment came first, followed by a brief

talk by Rev., EPPS of St. Phillips Baptist Church. J. BALDWIN
followed with a speech of about 40 minutes after which he answered
questions from the audience, There was one questioner, however,
who was very unusual, He was a white male, about 50-55 yrs,

of agg 5'-6" - 150 1lbs, graying halr, [known to _be an associate

of M, AZZART of the S,I. Chapter of the A,C.L.,J] This man's
questlion had to do with an alterngive route to the attainment U
of civil rights for Negroes, He prefaced his question with a //
statement of his views on the relationship of this capatalistic
soclety and our form of government, He gave the impression

that he favored government control of heretofore private
enterprise, thls supposedly belng the only realistic route to

true llberty for the indlvidual, '
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
MEMORANDUM : 7

O . SAC, NEW YORK (100-144036) DATE: 6/26/63
reov oo [ (:21) bic-\
SUBJECT: STATEN ISLAND COMMUNITY PEACE GROUP

IS-C

O,

S ) D?

Meeting of Staten Island
Communlty Peace Group.

6/18/63

— b b0

Please index on 100-144036:

R e

A copy of informant!s report follows:
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Description of info

Date Recelved

Original Located
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CORmDEG,

Oon June 8, 1963, a combined soclal gathering aﬁd meeting was
held by the Statepn lIsland unlty Peace Group at the home
ten Island, Present

bie -4

o -os

several others.
ost of the people arrived by about 9:00 P,M, Some comedy
records dealing humourously with the subjects of peace and
disarmanent were played; a2lso a tape recording (velongs to

was played - it was taped from a broadcast over
- .My in N, Y.C, - it was a skit done on "the Military
and Peace", It traced the history of the Military leaders
of the Unlted States since the early part of the 20th Century
and the relationship of these men to leaders of Congress,
blg business leaders and others, It was done in a humourous
vein and depicted the supposed collusion that has existed between
these groups of men, After the playlng of the tape, refreshments
were served, and then the future of the Peace Groups was
discussed, (There had been an earlier discusslon of the appearance
of JAMES BALDWIN at a C.0.R.E, rally on 5/28/63, Some of those
present had felt that BALDWIN was t er and extreme in
his talk, but others notably were very firm 1n LF
insisting that BALDWIN was n exyrem that no true liberal £776;7
should have been offended.) \)6

Some of those present felt that the Peace Group had been .
inactive for too long. They stressed the need for some
public action by the Group soon, during the summer, possibly
on "“Hiroshima Day" August 6th, Others felt that that would be
t organlze an effective rally or large-scale meetling.
who made many comments, and who had worked with a
omen’s Strike for Peace Group in N,Y.C,, was delegated to get

a speaker through or from the "Women's Strike" group. The
discussions lasted until after midnight. U“

L
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wlowale (n.u./? . = CONFI@AL (:‘ )
. UNISED STATE.) TEPALDSNT OF WUSTICE™ .
PEDEGAL 3.0 oF JAWESTIGTION

New York, New York
August 2, 1903
Bureau 100-3-116
New York 100-151548

Re: Communist Party, United
Statea of America
Negro Cuestion
Communist Influence in
Racilal Matters
Internal Security - C

On August 1, 1963, a confidential source who wu
in a position to furnish reliable information :dvised Lth
.Clarence Benjamin Jones, Davlid Lubell and Junecs Baldwin a
Hegro author were flylng to Birmingham, Alabama on Hond.,,
ut 11:30 AM, presumably August 5, 1953. Thls soucce
stated these men would be leaving from La Guuidia Alrport,
New York City, and that members from the Americun Gulld

i of Variety Artist: would be flying on the sai.e nlanec.

L This source further stated tnat on August 1, 1903,
«.¥" . Clarence—Jjones mayeriaive attenpted to contact A. D. King,
$%  “Brother of Martin Luther King at Birmingham, \labama.

Characterizations follow:
;GlégghcefJénes, 3
On July 3, 1953, Clarence Jones wus the General £

counsel for the Ghandl Society for Human Rights,
15 East 4Ooth Strees, Hew York City.

A second confidential source, who has furnished
reliable information in the past, on Februacy 20,
1957, identified a photograph of Clarence

W e,

This document contains nelther recommendations
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the propersy
of tne FBI and 1s loaned to your agency; it and
its contents are not to be distributed outsiuc
your agency.
93’35; corm\)mrrml. ' ‘ :
=T /Sro-/Y6NT S
com uutomatlc Sesrehed
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Re: Communist Party, United
States of America
Negro Question
Communist Influence in
Racial Matters

Jones as the person whom he knew during
late 1953 or early 1954, to be a member
of and in a position of leadership in the
Labor Youth League (LYL).

The LYL has been designated pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,

L Pavid Lubell

In testimony before the House Committece
on Un-American Activities at Boston,
A Masgachusetts, on !ar:h 15,19,20, 1958,
Fy Armando Penha, & f'ormer member of the
¥ Communist Party, ildentified David Lubell
as a Communist Organlieyr among the students
at various lnstitutions of*higher education
in the Boaton area. Penha also identified
David Lubell as a Harvard student who was
: - an Organizer for the Communist Party at the
" same time, This infoimation is pertinent to
the period 1952,

-2-
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NEGRO QUESTION
MIST INPIUEHCE IN RACIAL M TTERS

Enclosed herewith are 8 coples a letterhead

memo reflect a conversation among e -
FAVID LUBRLL, Sné CLARENCE JONES on 8/1/63. sk
OesrpmitiAlogurces utilized in this memo LQP I
s mhic-5
; ba.-\ 51D -3~
Thin memo is clasaified “Confidential” because 1t
contains information from the unauthorized

disclosure of which could sgeriously impair the investigation
of CP, USA and such impalrment could have an adverse effect
upon the national interest of the country.

5 - Bureau (100-3-116)(ENCS 8)(mM)
1 - 100-200701% YLARENCE JORK

- b Bw - BNV JRITIS . _ '
]DTC 5} - Hew York 73250 ) { CLARENCR JONES). ’ F
1 = New York =

D~ New York
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, The sharacterizations of indlviduals mensioned
in the atsached letterihoud meno sre 1isted at the ond
of the meo in order to insuve that the reader is nod
dlatracted from the sontinulty of the memo.
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in; Paris> ‘otfr for

10 years; returned recently ftom

the :United" States. He is now
lay, 5

meeting ‘last night at a night-
club run:'by- Art ‘Simm
jazz pianist. ¥ LI
4"Those" of us llving here felt
somewhat~ alienstéd . from.. .the
struggle :now .going.. onsin’ ‘Amers
ica, yet ‘we wanted to sho
sympathy -and  solidarity,’
;William Mar, an actor:from.
rorkiwho, with;Mr; Bald-
.the meetin ﬁ?’*’“‘““l'
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By GENE .GROVE and ALFRED A.

With Edward Cumberbatch

NENDRICKS

>

ARTICLE I

“If we—and now I mean the relatively conscious whites and the relatively conscious blacks,
who must, like lovers, insist on, or create, the consciousness of the others—do not- jalter in our
duty now, we may be able, handful that we are, to end the racial nightmare, and ‘achieve our
country, and change the history of the world.”—James Baldwin. '

With a river of change rushing past their doorsteps, there are-indeed, even among

the. classmates of James Baldwin,. only a handful who have been caught up in the flond, -
which is lapping at the sands.

him in 1938 past the wine- and
.urine-smelling hallways -of Har-
:lem on their way to Frederick
Douglass JHS, only a few are
actively engaged. Among them
are Dr. George Simpson, spend-
ing his after-office hours map-
ping tactics for CORE and the
NAACP in Miami; Randolph
Douglas, sweating in the picket.
lines at the Harlem Hospital
Annex;- Arthur Moore, sitiing
hour after stifiing hour address-
ing NAACP membership cards.

“ . . the Negro himself no
longer belicves in the gqod
faith of white Americans—if,
indeed, he ever could have.”

Dr. George Simpson insists
that, classmate Ealdwin to the
contrary, he &till believes in the
good fzith of some white Ameri-
cans. Still, he has lost belief in
large numbers of them. He lost
faith in one group of them one
night in November, 1955, in the
all-Negro' city of Mound Bayo,
Miss. He was in the midst of
a six-month residency in sur-
gery in the town’s only hospital
when they brought in Gus
Courts, the Negro voter regis-
tration leader, with three bul-
let holes in him.

Dr. Simpson extracted a shot-

gun slug from Courts, who sur- -

vived, and offered it to an FEI
i agent as evidence. “ ‘Hang it on
your watch chain for a_souve-
nir, he told me. I askéd him
where he was from and he told
me a town in northern Mis-
sissippi and I realized he was
just another Mississippian, only
with an FBI badge. It pretty
much_disillusioned me with ihe

> FBLT N

of time and prejudice. Of the 35 boys who walked with

' ]Simpson’s disillusion is ]h:nited.
though. He and his wife, a
bdiatrician, probably have 2
family income higher than any
other members of the JHS 139
class of 38, yet he works fierce-
ly as a leader of the NAACP,
of CORE, of a bi-racial city com
mission on human rights, to
achieve “not only freedom of\

association, but absolute free-{

dom of opportunity—you can't
have one without the other.”
Simpson’s own opportunities
were largely self-made. He
grew up, his father a WPA
Jaborer and his mother a some-
time domestic, at 300 W. 147th
St, and was president of a
street gang called the Cobras.
He went to Townsend Harris.

HS when it was-an elite prep-

school for City College with
entrance by competitive ex-
amination, and won football and
track letters at CCNY before
graduating in 1946.

- “You had to have a special
kind of drive to realize that op-
portunities were open to Ne-
groes if you wanted to push for
them. Coming from my back-
ground, I never had this drive
until about my junior year in
college, when I decided I could
be a doctor if I wanted.” He
went to the then all-Negro Me-
charee-3fedical College in Nash.

ville, interned in St. Louis, Tid" angry because I cannot live in

fiya years! residency in surgeiy—péace but instead I mdst fight
at Meharry, interrupted by two .

years in the Army's “doctor
draft” and began to practice
{ive years ago.

YWhy does Simpson fight? “Ee-
cause you can't get away from
it” And, he says, “I'm an opli-
mist, perhaps because, as Bald-
win says, things look better
when you're getting you're-grits.
It's easier for me because I'm
a professibnal. I went to the
Fort Lauderdale jail the other
day -and a deputy started to
snar], ‘Where %o you think .. .7’
and then his eyes fell on my
little black bag and he was ail
smiles and waved me in.” Ne-
groes who have succeeded in
“fighting the man,” he says,
have an obligation to those who
haven’t. “I think there is more
opportunity around than most
Negroes know about, but Ne-
groes have more discourage-
ments, more roadblocks, than
most white people know about,
and that is wrong.” ’

“, . .when the country spcaks
of a ‘new’ Negro, which it has
been doing every hour on the
Tour for decades, it is not really
referring "to a change in the
Negro, which, in any case, it is
quite incapable of assessing,
but only to a new difficulty in
keeping him in his place, to the
fact that it encounters him
(again! again!) barring yet an-
other door to its spiritual and
sacial ease.”

- Randolph Douglas has barred
more doors than Gov. George
Wallace has stood in: he’s pick-
eted Woolworth's; he's picketed

the Harlem Hospital Annex;-

he's picketed Harlem liquor
stores which had no Negro

salesmen, and this month he’s’

going to join the civil rights
demonstration ‘in Washington
with all the friends he can beg
or bludgeon into accompanying
him. He says he derives no
satisfaction from it. “I ami a
very bitter young man. I am

for something that is mine.”

Thé bitter wine of Harlem
has puckered the mouths of -
both Douglas and his classmate,
Baldwin: in JI{S 139 both were
considered goody-goodys by
their classmaies and Douglas,
quiet and hard-working, was
valedictorian of his class with
a 90 average, three points bet-
ter than Baldwin.

From 139, he went for one
term to De Witt Clinton HS with
Baldwin, then, when the Bronx
HS of Science opened, became
the first Negro to enter’ and
graduate from that school. He
entered City College in 1941, left

for two years in the Army Medi-'

cal Corps and upon his dis-
charge, took a job as a2 medical’
technician at the. Bronx VA
Hospital which he kept while
earning a bachelor of science
from CCNY in 1947 and a mas-
ter's from NYU in 1956. That
year, he left the VA and began
teaching in the city schools. He
‘is now chairman of the science
ept at JHS 44, .
Harlem Is a passion wita
ouglas and, as are other pas-

sions, is compounded of almost |4
equal parts of love and hate. {2
He once lived in Washington [#

Heights but returned to Harlem i

to live in a $134-a-month unit (he
makes about $S,000 a year) in
the fashionable Lenox Terrac2
Apartments at 2186 Fifth Av,,
not too far from the tenement
at 238 W. 140th St. from which
he set out each morning fov
Douglass JHS.

“I remember the slums,” he
says. “And there have. been
some changes, but everythingf
moves so slowly. Now the peo-}.
ple are demanding direct action.}
They won't wait. They're begin-|:
ning to feel their strength.}
And so I came back to Harlem}.
to_become rerooted swith . ne
people.” -
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.'th_zt happens to a dream
L deferred?

. pces it dry up

.. like a raisin in the sun?
.. Or fester like a sore—
And then run?

Does it stink like rotten
meat?

like-a syrupy sweet?
Maybe it Just sags
:ka a heavy Toad.

docs :t eacp?ode?

2 \ an -—Langston Hu
: -age of 40, i
NyY 5uJ- short, chun

Bronx housing project.-

+time?” he ask
**> apoloaeticany

_Or crust and sugar over—

ate of author Jpmes
‘Baldwln at Harlem’s"JHS 129

“Are . you sure .you have
. 8S shyly, almost £
“ he ~oosens’ “the
,r “cord that binds ‘a flat, rectangu- .

—Xkeeps his dream in a closet.
is neat-as-a-pin apartmentz:. :

3

“lar .package .he has, hesitantly .

{ “carrled into the living room. A
f visitor- assires’ h.m, _ot course,;

__there is time.,
T

‘By GENE GROVE end ALFRED T HENDRICKS
Wzth E'dwaz d C'umbc: batch

A
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e .Besides, -all the t!me I'was gomg
est” o ¢ the packag ¥

:t0 "school I was working full-

and “all "about* ho -much- I-
wouldn’t like the work.” Hell, I

"'nore photographs-—-an “time’driving a cab. In fact, be-- ‘saw I.wasn't getting- anywhere,
= cause, X had a ‘full-time’ job {He ‘30 X Ainally: Jeft.

biidgé in Central Park, The mid-. 1¢ T Jus
=2town: -Manhattan. skyliriein the from the gQVemment i could
Fevening. JA twintowered a st with-
tbulldlng soaring ‘avove the iont’y ?
““trees 7 of 7§ Central i s Trotman drove his cab and
A quiet study in soft7went to school ‘and studied and .
rowns of another model. . {’>" shot "pictures” and finally, he
%24 How long, wonders a’ Visitor, ‘graduated. ;
i have : you been nterested "In " And that was that. “No,” he
“photography? - " says, and the volce is surpris-
i 1 guess I started Iooling ingly lacking In bitterness, “I
“around with it when I was & never got-a job when it was
‘kid at the Harlem Y,” he an-’ alj over.” - -
wers. “But I never really 100X .But did he really u-yo
it too seriously. I mean, Id!dntlk “No,” he admits. ‘I guess, I
- zthink I could make a career out aidn’t, not really. Photo graphy?
.of photography.” I guess it was'some wild idea I
- <. Yes, it Is sometimes necessary G Wig? '
“ifto deprecate a dream deferred. Prodded, he does Hi
RS T eﬁ’ort—-when he went to answer
ROTIIaN IS A $90-7 an employment agency ad for
Znﬁ'fekT night xmaintenanee' ‘a darkroom techniclan. It was,
“rnan for a building contractor.” he is:id, a stra&geh exp;rlia‘.!?:see i
ears, he has son, [t was one ose
Marrled oy y 43 St you. - know?,:; Well, I
;o this guy. therien b‘éti“n
) S 139, he saw_Serv- he‘ seemed interested oing
c:;tssurifgnv%'oﬂd War X1, spend was_‘convincing ;me how much :
ing three years in. the Navy,-He! I wouldn't like the Job:#i*:2
ums ‘Bp- the ‘experience: “We :
had ‘a’ mixed outfit.’ There w
" .r1,100, Negroes and 200 whites.
‘«“There  were* about
t; they, had 180 of X

4'people doni;

knew . that' _that's . why -1

photog-
‘rapher. I'm sorry. they just’
:300 " ratings “.want ‘a ‘darkroom man.’ I said.

;,'"’s*)z.

moment, “theh léans “forward "

_-and-laughs. Now there js bitter- ..

" neéss’ in“the sound. “You know -
:that. guy—that same guy—I tead
" In"the: papers a ‘couple of years:
ago about how he was drrested.
For molesting a policewoman,
who'd been sent-to the agency -
after some women  complained
about. this guy. Oh yes, I re- -
membered him. I- remembered
who he was.”

The experience at the employ-
ment agency ended his quest.
_ “I still {fool around with the °
-camera,”. Trotman said.. “Noth-
. ing serious—you know, pictures

of my kids and stuff like that.|{"

It's kind of hard without' my
own darkroom—there isn't room
in here for a permanent: one.
By the time you get set up, you
kind of lose your enthusiasm,
But this friend and I have been 3
-talking *about puttmv together
a dax'kroom some day.” - .
. Carefujly, he rewraps | the gld
hotographs “and retui'ns"‘ them 7

-where you stash -dreams. And
a visitor, watching, wonders 1f
perhaps Trotman might have
been more successful it he had

‘amount o! impotence
--‘is a dream deferred
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-116)
FROM: SAC, NEW YORK (100-151548)

4 ! o 3
RACIAL MATTERS, IS DASH C. OFFICE OF ORIGIN NEW YORK, - ?
| By
THAT ON AFTERNOON OF SEPTEMBER TWENTY, SIXTY THREE, T
BAYARD RUSTIN CONTACTED BENJAMIN J. DAVIS SAYING -QUOTE
I'VE BEEN VERY BUSY. I SPOKE TO A GROUP OF PRESBYTERIANS IN
CHICAGO. I SAID GENTLEMEN, I DON'T WANT TO MAKE AN ANALYTICAL
SPEECH TONIGHT. I WANT TO TALK TO YOU ABOUT THREE THINGS THAT

YOU CAN DO NOW., ONE IS, I KNOW THAT EACH YEAR YOU BUILD
CHURCHES WHICH COST TO THE PENNY, PAREN I GAVE THEM THE

AMOUNT END PAREN, WHICH IS SOMETHING LIKE FOUR gUNDREDiAND
. FIFTY MILLION DOLLARS, I SAID I WANT YOU TO VOTE TONIGHT
TO PUT THE CLAUSE THAT NO CHURCH CAN BUILD ANY PROPERTY

1-Supervisor #414 ; {Searcned lN?EXED_..m
-ng(100~23825) (DAVIS) (414) SERIALIZED G bl LD i S
100-46729) (RUSTIN) Suzu) g:12 01563
Gyt {188-130504) (satowny i
. . 7 ) l,/ 7
JVW:rmv' T i |

(5).
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