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TRANSSEUAL PaNEL OISCUSS1O0N
TRANSCRIFTION

The tollowing s 5 ftranscript o+ 3 panel discussion
1 transseiualism presented ot the January meeting of
the SILGF., All of the participants are mbers of
the STLGF. The discussion lasted approvimately one
and one half hours, of which wprocimately one hour
18 transcribed here.

foniz...from a "Woman to Woman .ideo that Jana had
Tent™ me. 1 a

ed 3 couple of my own, not tao man L
ind we will run through these. There 1s only T
questions that J’ye got. T will ust ask the
pestions and let our members field em  at will.
hen atter we get through all that, 1# there 1s any
Sunstmns from you foiks, we will try to handle that.

Zopies ot the original audio recording of L
discussion are available on a 9

thig
0 my 3 pa
s 3.00. [ncluded also on the ta sUte cassari, o

pPe 1s a reco, Snp It 13 reportes that there 1s betwsen o0 and 80
2 show called “Sex Talk" aired on' rag,s ctating o thousand transsexuals’ in this country. Tt sealon
ko Cn,caao on F:bruarv 16, 1986, " 7% it;gn WLE estimated that uatn'e‘:n & and @ zur_mus.mh mil 'éf:
ogr. choose zurge t all o em will choose
QT Attt e PaLRe Al e ANt Nasa il e surgical rogt that is 3 astter of opersonal choice
For a copy ot this tape, please send a check o Saney Pt
order for $ .00 to: fy #irst question \s "Why da you I-el 3 nesa tor ttM
” ser change operation™*  Hichelle 4o vou want to
STLGF Forum field that nnod We will put her on' the spot right
is’.O. Box 12:.‘ = now,
t. Louis, Mo. 63188
Michelle: [ don’t knaw tf you have got my name. ['m
MicheITe. Mavbe you should introduce us first.
Flease allow 2 to 4 weeks for deliverv and be sure tg
tnclude complete mailing address. If Paving by E”"Hh "ivse ! 5“'-"\;16 ‘hiﬂ. ngh ®e do  that,
check, please make check pavable to “R. Crawford 5 verybody knows most o them. 18 15 K

0! Kitty, o+
course. This is Michalle, Jana, Geri, and ise,
It 15 really needed that we do that introduct:on
ge:ause [ 49 not think thers are very many

ere that remember vou COoMmng to a meeting. Tﬁu is
the first meeting Denise has b to and only the
second meeting for Jana. So those are the 1

i for
This transcript may be reproduced and distributed
educational ppurpuses Ht!f‘ tc:”mﬁf{.y?:l‘ ot 1, i That is a hard question to answer because
2?:},,‘;‘;’,;2 29,}'55’5;”2,‘,‘:‘;33,:2, Yoo a‘Lnonh, Jim a woman. The surgery sometimes aimsct

s2ems  symbolic, U've been | Ving, now, as a woman

full time now for something like 7 months. 1’ve got

Surdere aelt, Tt fa ] (25 12, 0une, the e

surgerv 1tse SOm: K ) see | 1
Naola “bo Jase King ol svmbolic. But'obvicusly there I

Now we will ga back to the quastion. “Why do you
feel the need for the sex change surger.*
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are 3 lot of things I would like to do tha

N Fighe non "tHAE 1°a kind nu reling ‘1°qyS B SRt v geraliag to pe; Sue am had g Lk
pave right now that [’m Fkind ulnerapie, St11 whethar she alwavs felt ac though she mare. 3
between the;e és_gggaﬁgs"émé’ Y U‘“!: 1 “"-’1'3'3'.”1 ‘rwnras'.lr felt) because [ can read gatueen the lines
£ roap, ot e spsaene cqpld procptipe LT, sl 2 oman theon?t;, Mhethershe real y Test ‘e e
really nothing I could do about that. Thag', s (8 it don’t think so. Basicallys 11 1"bol so nswer ves or

feel. no, | would'say no. I dont feel like 1 am a woman

’ . trapped in a man’s body, ere 1s an absolute
Roni: "‘??”:gl'Zggn’:::l\aeégz 'gun trtae surgery g certain harmony I'm really comfartable with naw.
ust = § e taken,
aental attitudes are in plice becayse VOZ‘” the Roni: Ok, Michelle seems to have a different view on
attracted to men and are verv much living ag 5 are FRaF.
right now. Kitty, do you... air]

~ Yaah. My experience has been basically
Kittv: I"d go along with that vyi nerabil it that sicne 1 was 5 or 4 years old, 1 knew something
think you are_in a difficult spot 5 you are "nl was wrong, When kids are that young, sexuality 1s a
operative. The psvchologists and DSVEhlatrxsts,p 5 verv hard thing to understand. | did not know what

sure, have asked all of us t I's was wrong. [ knew something was wrong and as |  got
teel vou should have th: ngﬁa:?gﬁ qge",‘,"" why yau olager ) ?( éradﬁa“‘v e;of gnn:: angngnre clear. ow
transsexual or that type of thin ¢ Tiuny are vou.a that 1s my experience. I do want to say I'm not sure
question to answer. I e g.th tis a difficult that transségualnty ‘15 just one thing. I'm really
Living all of your life [ts s neting vou have been not sure. When [ say that’is what my syperience Was.
white. It 1s something :héf ,2‘5; gg",'," olack. and that "1s not to sas that someone else like Kitty, who

¢ e Joing on for had a different experience, 1s not a transsexual too.

YRars, when most transsexuals Of course have been

€ross dressing for a long time. It 15 just, vou know, 1f vou want to think of 1t as a

h disease, as some people do a»:»llnet peop%: ::atu:ht 1:
Nhen [ tell the sychologist [ think earlv  and some people catch it later. @ 1mportan
According to thetr oacalst 1 S o thel s hGe s thing 15 that vou have caught tt.
69:;;§aih;"ﬁtc’?éassv - a clasic) transsexual is a ]
15 088N crossdressing like over two vears knew 3
and ) 3 = 2 knew Something was wrong. [ was doing things, | felt
crosid.?ZLgTﬁ;”?;:; ’?‘S me _how 1”"2 have been dxlrarentlv gn ] nag doing thin Sgdl‘fﬁgl;ltl\. 1
that sets tham bach i 1ieh g {ears that 1 remember, have a reason for that in my mind when that happened
SO too but psychologists apparently cannot point a
finger to 3 cause.

kit ] can go back to 9 vears old. That 1s when

But 1t ;¢ more than that 1 4
. ell a certain harmony.
#h;:”;t 2xplain 1t, [t 15 not something [ can say.
L

s the way it is for m think !ha:":s g:nbably one of the kevs to

E > al;sn r‘am! - tn:h r:asn?: so tnnz
n1: Tl sychologists ve roblems wi it. 18 not cu
59(“1;;:5”:;”:55:":&”:;,?ugzz;;??énsvc’uugg?t5;:;"-‘"9’):-3 :;n:l:?neg gp(én?t‘:i]e. zEa§: mg'x‘ndgﬁl case 15 just a
vou a A . . tt eran an the other ones. Benise
kitpar"2Ys feel like s woman trapped in 3 man’'s body. ulnuldeyou‘clr‘e‘tc comment on that question- 2
Kitkys é Denise:  Like they.,.. ['ve had problems all through
;L-g—g,,c S0 :‘2‘ m‘l‘ think that’s... [ even told ay Tife Tike all the bther onee up here. o1 wen t tﬁr:‘"n
joout, they say that: " HaesS Sry transserual you hear hases trying to prove masculinity and stuff 1}k
They are 'nog” f0at: These are my  faelings again. hat. It never did work out, I just felt museli te
share avact), a°:ﬂhxng Michelle or anyone else may be female. Throughout my life, tive found out it was
Still dee] (] paue'oh tOld my psychologist and  they , not always to my Boak oaress to be that way. The
docunentation th::.!m'o?t;r‘ﬁal esmn ::3"02&'0;': wav society treats us, but... .

§5ted in.) they atil) 4
fandidate. No, 1 donit i feel I°m more than & Kitty: 1 think that 15 another point, tea,
i * 2o EO0,
that feeiing.” 14"0ny h":n“:dcag"::ymtrg;gmg b';gl": ﬁ‘\'%e—rr‘-'upt, but there are a u@ of social p
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you just go alongimith becays
thing to do to 3¢ along oo,“cga,,‘t Seemg
46 1€, S ang VE&rqllL‘-\ 3 interesting things to sav about 1t.
S+ §g che Michelle: Ok. What 1s the exact gquestion?
Denise: [ had a large conflict 1% EFAE ¥ .
it worth losing them over what lw:':ht‘"v Parent Roni: Ok. What has it been like living completel:
is right: To them, F1ght1ng bau” nd wr{et‘s- Wa a5 3 woman, especially for you because you being new
married and tried working thmns»m;tsngrforgh I tog) to 5:? job market. You have no predeterrlnmﬁ:ves 1})};
g 3 s ¢ A
fandie™t no'nore FFRe cnsf, %Y 1ife wioal byl aa Vou Tind 1t a1 PTicalt gotes becesone pechle
had to do and if people a&cg té"c-"st had tq dltculdn'
o t : ’ stors asted
1t. I just had to move on wit my ;ffé. they iC:’;;gn; Es‘éﬁ%l—é—;eaﬂ:é : :aﬁgfa? ’.23”},4é b;:;g:;:ylz hwgs
. | * scared to start, [ was afraid I would wa into
Geri: lgh;"* a Elq Portion of that, o apply for & job and 1°d get laughed out of the
RESTEDr ORSUle. SF'EL““{ when yg, 92 comes ;. office. Somehow it took a [ot of help from my family
1y are 0 and some friends to get up the confidence to go ahead

Because kids can be really £
> Cruel, You, g
many times you start to get the mese Your beat der. to trv. Then surprise, surprise, when [ finally did

gt like a guy instead of a gip) To2298, vou' eg P s it, 1t was no problem af all. 1 had about » dozen
hard cases that vou learn Eal?]y Rt s one S'f't ko job interviews and nevar had any problems with them
J 3 . the at all. Got a lot of very positive feedback tal tf;c:st
ana: r you O to great bind ot thing, Now ["m working and the people I'm
You bury 1t very 355,,“ 3,1;“5 lengths tq Cover ¢ working with, gh?v don’t know anything about this,
4 ry and dep, it up. To them [’m just Mu:helle.l \{t 1? a ‘;e;y n;t’:e
beri: And this feeling. It’s a very nice feeling. t'e 1ke m
Tater on with me’ge??fﬁgr,},gﬁ‘f thrcugh the fami, | P start\gg 3 whole new life. The wgole process once 1t
The whole 9 yards 1ed and having“ch,,life starts it really accelerates fast, 1’Ve been happier

y . drep, in the last & months and 1in particular in about the

last month then 1've been in my entire life.

Rani: Deny -
Homin Se, are you lnmg now Completely a4 3 b fiaties th h o
n remember abou months ago when y

Roni: 1 cal
gem;a; No Un like M chell were not the most happy person.
ecently |'ye ot lchelle.  90% ang o3 mal i 1
c e - & E. :
change ang everyfhin nt::g-‘t:ertﬁgb because of my name E‘\:;:Sl}e; No. No, S months ago, I was still running

ver sl ;
j.auestionable, the Peaple | worf uxethrgr{slhmgtu?

wondering about me already $05 o's Kitty, what have you found it like. Because [

“vou have had an interesting event happen i th
vour employment lifa.

Roni: oy
foni: Ok, Michelle, you Sav you have been living...

Michelle; y . A .
Freeiing 1 “Gaig fesihink [ confused you e ShEEh: 8% nae am “OIKLDD, 858 sghool bus Spertor
tving almost complete] S or about a year, I was what ['m doing to pay the rent. gut, that’s what
some “thinge that | Y 35 3 female but there were I've been doing "in the role® (as psychol ogists or
1031y 10" June, ] ane USt couldn’t  switch. Then doctors might say) for 4 or 5 months. As soon as

I E ent tull time. started taking "hormones, I said, "That’s it, I'm a
Toni: g, Kitty h woman." and [ rushed out with my resume on the word
" Y how long have you been living™ processor, I gut Kitty on 1t instead of Kenneth and
KLELY:  The eng b rushed out to the job scene to get a  job in mass
: August, So about 4 or S5 months. communications which 18 what 1 “do media
Ron; ; Now the productions. For months before that... 17d been laid
Fhow what " .5he Next question really like because off. Wnen T got 1310 off 15 when | sfarted ai] thss:
already . ate 9 he answers are going to be really. So 1 was laid off and had been submitting
U two for | has that been like, (I'm oing to save resumes a vear to different places as a male. en
1ving  compiate) DeNise - wel]l n you have not been when 1 started taking hormones; "I Said'1°was s ‘wopse
"€ JUSt 9o an gelY 35 a woman yet hive vans "oF, let

ONN to Michelle) ’'Michelie has  some Fage - &
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San "ean engi ot 28 anpl i

BF & manl i’ dl‘d:?g no ""rspg]:u ove

Just keep takin get 3 job e”ha:-pl ing Place
50, I finally iouga ';"”“gnes and 'r.::-a H F:ni Hong,
Continued to tafe horeaness® 3 Schogy ’g get i1y '
) . us gy %
SRS 3 009,08 the achooy
swelling and hefl Soput 10 montnd yr AN

places, 1 wentl?g out my clotheg in"ornones Saner

plychologist too), 1™ Ellgluyep- (weil, *fL the’ | as

cent of the time y g:g ot wiressing 56°0 ,eq:""gng

parents, though they knew no; working an né? 70 per

. With

gQaoing 0 oOperate
gspecially. "So, a??féié tgogelrur pd as wanrl
cn: bus company. He pas great .-.rtme eMployer g
thagan‘ée:l;u sgervonethave been Nonderﬂ}l
H uite 2 .
Perhaps 1f sha wants fo. '© OPPOSite  stor E *:ﬁ“"

I went to my imme 1
:as filling out my gl::;e:uﬁr:flsortr:gd'.:gnl “]’U| 1
or & man. 1 had lon fin 9 Places
EYebruwﬁ. and hadn’t had a gaxr cgsrin:alv]nzﬁthgnmﬁa
said, "Don’t worry about that. Naw, vou’re deing .
fine job. You ar 2 oo but Rigs
: 3 are a good bus driver, No, but Rick
have to tel] you snmethln?' So, he was great and
we went down and had a ittle  conference with
management. They gave me some options. The one they
wanted me to choose was transfer to another terminal
at the bus company, which | did. They changed my
name in the files before 1t was changed legally.
It’s changed legally now, but they changed my name in
the files and went to work as a woman at another
terminal at the beginning of the school year. They
have been absolutely. pollgl vely wonderful about it.
I don’t even understand myself how good they %
been. That's essentially what happened. 5o, ['ve
been working in the rare for those many "'DT; :6 the
surgeon wants me to work longer before he wi
operation.
ell

;: , to t
Roni: Geri, you have quite a different story
about enplo;'unt or do you want to?

Geri: They didn’t like the idea at all.
Roni: Now did you tell them that you wWere..:

Fage - &

through somecne else [ confided
oyees there. Big mistake to
30, | went back gu the boss

r to seek counseling. Dear
3 version - seek counseling, which 1 1d all

mmer . Then ere the Jrd of December, they called
"g,LNto the office and wanted me to resign. 1 sai
For what 7@ alway/s done an ou'.slanmn? job around

ou'r ust different than
everybody else and, ba ally, everybod, doesn’t want
to be aroung vy i said that's kind of
discrimination isn"t 1¢? ™ said vou're just

here.* Th s31d we

ey
dtiferent. [ said, well why should | resign if
doing & good job” This way that | am does not affect
my job any. So, they sa'{ we teel 1t does. So, @
] cannot resign i1n good faith, So, then 4 days later

they came in and tolad me they ware going to terminate
me. So, that's really going to get hairy.

Who did you work ror

ber1: It's & private compans in Illinois.

Michells: when [ was applying for jobs t(and also,

T"m working for Emerseon Elxtn:r also 1 was applving

tor other J2fence contractaors, | 410 not axpect them
tc be enligntened, but because of certain questions
2N the guestionair2 on the amployment application,

which 1+ vou falsitv are grounds ‘or termination, |
rigurad ["d better be up tront 3bout this. Sa, 1
discussed my situation with pecple in the personell
office, At all I places, including Emersaon, they
said this 1s no prodblem whatscever. T4 you see
gourselt as a woman, fine, we see you as a woman too.
This gets me renewed faith in the U.S. government.
They 331d that as far as they could judge, for them
not to hire me on the basis of my situation would be
sexual discrimination.

Barys See, my discussion with the ACLU i1n Chicago
was that there was no federal laws inst them
firing me. Because | checked with them ore that.
This was part of my therap..
Kggtg; ! checked with the ACLU when [ was tellin
ou"both earlier. 1 checked with the ACLU before ?
rold ny employer and the St, Lguu office, here, said
that no precedence has been set.

Gari: That's what they said in Chicago, too.

3 But, 1t really seemed like something the,
%&&Lbl naor to sink their teeth into, 3 Y

Fage - ™



To set an example.
Yeah [t seemed as though they woy)

%u invoived 1n the law surt.
ae a
i like St. Clair Count.

d'nt Mng

seems Yy acrosg
gerls ,I:{dg’up with all of these dls;"""lnaq-:Zf
ry wm‘- way. 9o, it seems like a testing aroung
fmttsr'vs qtéte of Illinois, anvhow,
or E

the biggest ditferences,

! 5 1s Mi

5921%31»?25 ag;ut Emerson Electric which jg §“Eé}§
a g
:arpuratlon...
Geri: This was @ sizable one, too,
Roni: [Is tt?
Geri: International company.
foni: Ok, 1 didn’t think 1t was that big.

: , company 15 actuallv Harmon—ﬁavilouer'
55’:;5‘“!5 :fl a---av;—J the United States as well.

Oh reallv? 1 didn’t know that either.

We're talking 2bout some sizable companiaes
here 1nvolved.
R

g
D
2

onls You would think that the ane you worked for
would be afraid of the loss as well as...

Kittve See, what they did _for me was to transtfer me
fo s different location. That’s what thev should
have accomodated Geri with,

Roni Well, does vour companv have difterent
Tocations™

Geri: Oh veah,
Roni: Do they?
Geri: World wide.

foni:  Ok...

(interruption from someone leaving the
meeting. )

- S l’m
2ri: This is going to get interesting. Because
9oxng to try tngfxng S way to fight it. It s]sga(
right. don't feel 1t’s right. Everybody oa
tall to, they feel it’c not right, Even genp sa1d
talked to at the ACLU in cn?cagn before this

Fage - &

'3 not right. But
if 1w

a1 re 1s n law against 1t.

the o a
ba was strictly termed a homosexual, 1t would
be, but since I'm not, we just drop between the
Cracks somewher g, Somebody somewhere has to
Stipulate and put those terms in_ there. There 1is
nothing at all vou can do in the State of Illinois.

Eoni: O

L: let’s move on, then. Michell was sex at
aTT important 4 2 o1 on

in your decision for the surgery?
Lithky: Does that say Michelle?

oni: Well, I thought 1 would start with her.

elle: Well, yeah it’s...

Foni: Well, now I didn’t mean vour sex, but having

Michelle: I know. Yeah, obviocusly. Even 1f 1 was
¥otalT,y uninterested in se«, sexua relationships,
romarces, etc., 1 would still want to have the
surgerv. But, 1t's something 1 would like to et
?mng on. 1'm 2& y=ars old and do not have an awful
ot of experience that way. 1°d like that to be a
part of my life. I feel like right now... New yaars
eve, I had a guy hitting on me and there’'s absolutely
nothing [ could do ahout it. That is a wvery
frustrating feeling.

Kiktys I've had a couple of guys ask me out from
worl"as well., T wouldn’t go because I'm not goxng
out with a poor uneducated bus driver. I'm going oul
with a rich educated man who could support me 1in a
manner which 1 would like to become accustomed.
Exactly, there is nothing vou can do. 1 mean, vou
can go out, but things tend to lead to...

Roni: 8o, in other words, sex was one of the
notivating  factors 1eadm2 to your decision, would
vou say? "The reason I'm asking, 1s because sometimes
transseruals will say that they have chaosen surréﬁry
and want to go through with it whether or not ey
can have sex. That’s whv [ am just asking if it is
really important for vou falks.

Michelle: [ guess the way I want to put it, is I'p
oing to have the surgery sooner or Jater aF\y way.
ut, the fact that I cannot get involved in’ sexual
relationships untill then certainly puts a lot more
urgency on ik, t makes 1t something I definitely
want to have happen sconer than later., If I was told
that 1 was one of those rare cases that would never
have  sexual relations, 1 would be pretty

Page - 9
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disappointed. But, that wouldn®
1°d still go ahead with it. uiieit. change saovEhing.
Boni: You would still go ahead with it?

Michelle: VYeah.

feel aovactly the same way. The sexual
t, I think, 1s secondarv.

So. in other words, 1t’s kind of the 1cing on
. But, 1t’ec not necessarilv the cake itself,

3 The rcake 1s, that vyou have to live with
\ el 24 hours a dav. And vou have to be happy
with the way you are and appear to yourself.

Roni: Ok, Now once Michelle... J think vou’re the
closest of anvhcdg on the panel to an operation. Did
you not tell me the other day, vou were going in 1n
June ar’vj this month vou Nlli be going in for breast
surgery”

Michelle: Right. Do you want me to tell them that
or did they hear you~

foni: Did everybody hear that? Michelle is going in
f i€ month for breast surgery and in June for the
final surgery.

Michelle: Tentatively in June, assuming [ have the
money for it, which I think T will.

Roni: Is that at all reversible? When you get past
the June operation can they undo that? "I alwaye
thought they cnuldn’{. but now [’ve heard that they
can. Tec some degree.

Michelle: Well, let me put 1t this way. People come
1

up ] y once n a while... and I have a large
family. An older brother who had a vasectomy. ]
this zmd of thing... that kind of hurts him a little

bit. He's asked me a couple of times what happens 1f
you change your mind? I don’t give a damn. I'm not
oing to change my mind. I mean, it’s not an_ 1ssue.
? don’t care 1 it’s reversible or not. The idea
that [ would change my mind 1s rediculous. [’ve had
$ vyears of the hardest times of ng life getting this
far. [ haven’t changed mx mind. S0, why should |1
change az mnd once things get easy? So, I don t
care about that. As far as 1t being reverslblel I
don’t know one wav or the other. But, 1t seems like

Fage - 10

people should get 1t

any Lemee as to what to do 1t first.

ot really

t’s N their mind t 1t
stratght 10 nk people should go 1nto
fggg gtﬁ:”.l}gﬁ'éﬁa{ st‘ls gogpreversxble. even 1§ 1t

ork
ible as far as making your penis W
vagfﬁ when vou were 3 male.

K
al
: no. But, 1f when you've been on
E%E—%%‘mr“?'b'ean like 1 have, 1t’s not going to
work anyway.

i . % ht. That's where sex... and we QO
Kitp fo Ingt]:spgueshon. I’ve had homosexual (the
oAt “t homosexual to me) but I’ve had homosexua:
"er::'r‘xences in the past. éut, because of the AIDE
e:“,’,at partly but mestly because of the hormones,

; n't even have any desire to do anything. It’s the
ost bizarre thing I’ve ever come across in my lifa.

TO would at least masturbate a couple times a week 1t
1 didn't get it from anvwhere else. At different
times 1n my life, 1 got 1t a lot more fre?uently than
that. But, with these hormones, [ don’t feel like it
but mavbe once everv three months. Which 1s fine
for' me. But, (which 1s good too) with the AIDS
threat, which mav be another factor that’s in there.

foni: Ok,

Kittys | hope after the operation, [ feel like 1t.
ecause 1711 sgxll be on hor‘gones. y

Fonmi: Jana, were you very aggressive or are you very
sgaressive as 2 man, and are vou Jess aggressive as 2
waman

Jana: [ tend to think I am the same either way. 1
on know as I'm.,. ] think I’'m more assertive than
ag9ressivae, Just because that 1s the way 1 was
l:rought up_ and 1n my ;ob function | have to do 1t
i"‘t way. But, I think I'm the same in both roles.

wouldn't want 1t to be anv different. Because as
!gg':ge me now 1s the way [ really am. If 1 was

End Side {

Start Side 2

Boni: Ok. Denise what about vau? Are vou very
n? Do vou

aggressive as g e ¥
39gressive as a woman? 1 vou are less

Page - 11




2 .~ wag very aggressive as far ¢
Denyse: 1 DEVER (Ring like that. I like money 1ife
“"“,E dy else does, but 1 got like & chaampagne taste
every geer budget. Which being transsexual, 1t’s pag
o s beer budget. 1 was never agaress)ve about
h"":gna 1 could care less about 50 called macho
anytel givout winning at sports, all the silly little
xnigs. and all that. 1 dion’t care for 1t. I never
2.:5 aggress: ve that wav. Ngfress)ve sexually - that
all depends. You know, 1 like somebody to come on to
me, but 1f that doesn’t work, then I will advance
nyself.

Roniz Ok. Let me just throw this one up ror anybody

on th anel to that wants to, answer i1t, Djg
«?gllg';suspxssues. ;t all. enter 1nto your decision?
In other words, were you held back any bv vour
Christian upbringing or whatever, or rEl\glous
problems with transsexuality? Does anybody want to
susp on that one?

Kittv: [’m the most un-religious person | knaw., 30,
it didn’t bother me whatsoever. But, the people that
I have spoken with who have had any prablem with 1t,
when I've told them, have had problems because of
their ra2ligion.

Roni: Oh really”

Kitty: [t's mostly a religion problem with the
peaple who have problems, believe 1t ar not.
Otherwise, I’ve had good success with telling people
at all. Some people €hink I am plaving God, or Ehe
doctors are certainly. To me that’s agsurd.

Michelle: Again, I’m not religious m self. So, i1t’s
not a ﬁrob 2m  for ame, tht l-'-/Z found, 15 that
Peaple who are willing to treat me (or anvone) as an
individual and as 3 worthwhile person, they don’t
have grublems. The ones who have problems are

sart of i1deologies or theorems or somethin that
thY place those above an 1ndividual. Theyg;ay you
arf to fit into their theor:es and 1f you don't,
well, you are dirt. I’ve run into people like that.

Kitty: And the probles ]’ve had
: t0.., 1§ Py ad
.‘agxnfznhlens 1t’s been with people with l{elieglgui
nroble-‘ or I've had some problems with men with ego
broble S who feel 1t wouldn't be titting any man ?D
ognize this to go along with ths,

dana: [ had some real r
oblems wit
came from a verv strict Bathohc :;b';"t',g?,t,é.b‘fag::,tl
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how manv Ot vou can ralate to that. How manv of

a0 Went to Catholic grade schools. {show of hands -
quite 3 few) With the nuns - Ok, Well, *there was
ust no thought that anvone could think of doing that
4 +@s, MWhen | was 1n grade school, thev
rea t the fear of the Lord in me. It took me o
lang %1me to come to grips with that, I #finally

decided that the Lord wasn't the way they were
describing Him. He couldn’t be, because he 1s an
all-loving God. So, i1t took a long time to get over

that., | don’t know 3as ['m over 1t 3ll the way right
now.
Denisg: [’ve got a friend who 1s going through this.

CRe 15 an ordained minister, 1 asked her, with her
raligion _and averything, i+ she had any trouble with
this, She said she didn’t have no trouble at all.
She doesn’t practice here ministry no more, mostl

because, the pay in her field now 15 better than uhal
1t was. But still goes to church and participates in
all the church events, The people at church have
sccepted her and everything, She has had no trouble
with that. She lives 1in Canada, which might be 2
little bit difterent than the southern United States.
She has had no trouble with her religion or anything.
Myself, ['ve been %o any type of church vou can think
of. Ms religion 1 not with & church, 1t 1s within
nyself. [ feel 1f I think tt’s right, 1t should be
right with mvself.

Geri: [ think, you have to determine first when zou
savreligious or religion — are vou talling about the
Supreme being, or the soctal side of religion. Form
me, I’ve never really been much on the social side of
rei:gion. My beliets are mostly tn the Supreme Being
and not reah-, tied down 1nto anv one category. So,
that’s kind of up to the tndividual, [ think.

Rany: ok, Let me ask one mores guestion, then we
WiTT open 1+ up to gquestions from tha audience.
We've "already covered some of this, MWhat ] want to
3sk 1s how easy do you fesl 1t 15 for a transsexual
to live a1n zodays socaety? We've alreadv talked a
Little bit about work. We'wve talked about Michelle,
whe has never been 1n the job market, entered 1t and
nade out fine. Kitty, who anterad 3 given job as a
man, then switched to the role of a woman during that
éub and warked out ok, Then we ran 1into Geri, who
1dn’t quite get through 1t there.

3ari: Still working an 1t.

Boni:  But, what about friends and family. Michelle
70U still iwt at home and you have very close nnn{.
family ties apparently. Apparently, vour tamily has
been ery supportive. MWere they  alwavs  very
Supportive? '
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1y is a strange thing as I'm sure vou

Michelle: Fami
Ut Enon.
oni: Yeah, ming 1S,

1 y has been very supportive just on
?ﬁ‘ghﬁe;%‘% a?yt;:m:alct that I'a thier son, basically,
They have been very good about helping me out keepin
me froa falling down the hole somewhere an
disappearing. My father in particular, he still kind

tries to... well, ! guess he hae reallv overtly
tried to change my mA in the last year or two.
But, he took & fong time to convince. He's still not
cam'unced it’s rt at. He's just convinced that, well
" aster all. He's not thrilled

maybe, I can do 1
about 1t.
Roni: He’s EUpFDrtl‘-! al though he would prefer jou
weren't doing 3t.

Michelle: VYeah. They basically peen about as good
3t T could expect. 1've heard of & 1ot worse.

Roni: Anvybody down at that end?
beri: I'e ¥ind of the norm too. I’m one of the tew
Who is married, My wife gives me all the support 1in
the worid | need. The onlv other one in mv family
who knows anvthing about me 15 @y brother. He's
realiv supportive. Seo, the rest of mav family, like
sy children, step-tather, they don’t knaow anythin
about 1t vet. hes live not in this area and until
that day happens, tt’s kind of a blank area. ’s
not because ] just don't want to tell them, It's
ust something thay don’t have to cancern themselves.
nere probabfy will be a day, one time, when the.
have to know.
Foni:  Denise”
Danise: Mv whole family knows. I'm married also.
AV wife’s famly seems tc take 1t better than my
family does. But, they were 3 different upbringing
again. They were bruught up more open towards sed
and things like that, than my hm?y Was. Like
Michelle saxﬂ;1 mv father 1 a problem 1 have. He's
to the point where he knows thers i1s no stopping me.
He wishes 1 wouldn’t do this and go bach ghe other
'6‘{- But, 1f | need help financially with a doctor
:;el.gr;éun:;xng‘and_l can;t make 1t, he will give me
t .
Rt pay for 1 We are to a2 mutual

The only one 1n my family who doesn’t know 1s @
(;:ra_ndfa{her and 1 decided not to tell hin. He's 910
E tigured that in a few morz years, [ won’t nhave to
esl ~ with him, anwvway. Evervbod. 1in the family
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say that
| came from & small town azna | “ou“(,.ent about

knows: loeople 1n the town Know o some B eed e

e | haven’t rented & pillboard ann' e

;E;:m ar snvtmne. put just through b

ets around fast.

- ¢ the Lowns people try %o aqqr\v‘\te

) x
%3?:‘:‘« al? -"hassle you 1n any way
Qenise: MNo.

seri: They just leave you alone.

f t and a
: veah, because they don’'t unde{stmd 3
(,u%n a:'é s'::m %o ask because they don’t know what 1s

going an.
Fear of the unknown.

en : Where I work at, 1 work as Dennis. 1 don’t
Dares:'i-:: much like Denmis. Feopl2 thar‘ei when I
first started worl:ng there didn know 14 was a he
or a she. I confided in one of the nurses there and
told her about 1t and everything. 1 work with the
mentally retarded and some of the patients are not
too sure, some of them think they know and some think

I’m female.

Foni: There was a good phrase trom that show that I
EtoTe most of these questions from, that describes
that. It’s that you loock like a duck and you walk
like a duck, but vou're not a duck,

Geri: You don't quack.
Den Sounds something like what V ini
s—ai'%ggﬁe gound g e al irginia Prince

Roni: Jana, what about you.

%Qﬂg; Well, 1 don’t have much family left. T have
rother, who 1 haven’t told vyet, I'm not at the
point where I have really come out. I'm still in the
tirst stages of the change. Confiding in my wite was
one ot he things that led directly to the divorce.
50, there was 3 problem with that, but at the moment
:he 1s still very suagertlvu of 1t. I haven’t had
00 much or 3 problem with telling anybody, yet.

Roni: Your wife lives in Fhoenix”
dana: In Fhoemix.

Rany k.
.mu :nd gnd n:r':d Kitty, how about you? How does your

Kittys  Well, 1I've told just about averybody in the




my mom uaf here d“l '.;\'9 last

at1ng. She doing better than my dad. y dad’'s
?:té:@? thoughts we get pretty primitive on some of
our discussions - but my dad put his 1niti1al thoughts
vou will never, ever, ever, find a ,ob: aver
get a job as a woman; ever as long as vou live, B)
no one will ever understand, even 1f they say thsy
do, any of your friends, any relatives, even if they
zay they understand - they won’t and you will be the
la the entire world. and C) Even i4

entire world th

were:

laughin stock of y
voulde ave the operation, you will only be a 40 year
old bag, anvwav. S0...

So he’s on your side.

He has come... Most of those
ements were initial statements made about a year
ago, over & vear ago. He's doing much better. He is
3 problem., [ had fo slap him around a little bit,
My mom 15 doing better. She was even at the last
meeting, here. My mom says “kKitty" and ‘“she" ang
2 My dad, 1 he lives to 105, 1t's going to bte

You've noticed.

Fant: ok, Does anyone 1n the audience have any
questions thev would like to ask while we have the
group gathered up here

Michells, you already answered one aof my

Audi en

quest] but vou... about vour talking to Emerson
suecxncshv. [ would 1like to get some more
information +from you. I still have some fears about

appl.nng to Tiffany or subscribin to some of the
cross dressing magazines. 1 jusft wondered if anv of
this has come up tn vour discussions with Emerson, as
far as any of the forms or 1f vou' ve gotten into
security clesrances or anything.

Michelle: I thought 1 had said earlier, I had to
confide in a couple of the people in the personell
department at Emerson, since they wanted to see 3
birth certificate and _things like that. [ did have
to talk to them. They said: "Ok, this 1s f1ne, we
can deal with this. They tried very hard. They did
@ lot of the paper worlk themselves to avoid a
secretary seeing it. They made special arrangements
for me to get a physica too, without having their
narmal people doing 1t. fhey really went out of
their way, They™ seemed to think that i1f I need &
security clearance later, 1f I’m up +front about my
si1tustion and sav "Hev it’s not a problem, there is &
Lot of people that know about this." that nobady 1s
going to blackmail me etc, stc. Then 1t shouldn't be
no problem. That should have answered your gquestion.

Audience: I"m not sure to bring that much out 1n
(Eh meeting, but that's more o+ guhlt I'm asking
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havin

£’ he kind of thing 1'm looking N

ggcsg:e :h:éwiutnnqe like that gh;ls :a:ﬂrx‘:g st::: t‘:hg
tid bit or anything on oW

é:;:s”ﬂ‘;esslnq 1ssue. If any comments are needed.

What 1’ve basically found is 1f yuu’rcm:g

fichellel this is
th people and assertive and say
}[’,:;f_ T:u ?! Zr lump tt. [f you Tro,act ygur:ax
as the lind of erson they would “want o al
E. 14 you are a good eligible

to do wit
::;7:2;2? if you're gomg to be a good friend, you
have people U’nnkm? highly 96 ou. hle lCiﬂ
overlool things like Ehis.  That’s the general rule.
Geri: Some not.
1 can't explain what happened.....

Kittvs 1 have to agree with Michelle. But, then
lte/ ad similar exgonences. Some of us have not.

It goes both ways. You never can tell.

Michelle:

Geri:
Roniz Any other gquestions?

Audience; Just out of curiosity, how do, | know this
15 up o the 1ndividual, how do transsexuals view
transvestites. (Rest of question 1s i1naudibler

foni: 6o ahead, beat up on 3 TV.
Denise: To each his own is the way I look at 1t.

Michelle: I see 1t as basically two completel
different things. 1 can see how someone mi htphe onz
and wonder 1+ thex were the other, or saneghtng like
that. Obviously, there are a lot of the symptoms are
the same. But, 1t’s never crossad my mind for a
moment that I might be & transvestite. Because, |
learnﬁd fairly “early what the differences were. |
said "Ok. I am this one and I'm not this one." No, |
can't say 1 understand what 1t means to be a
transvestite any more than a transvestite can
understand what i1t’s like to be a transsexual. But
m certainly not going to hold it against anybody. i

Danise; I think being transsesual

::“npen mind twardg gays, x!::,h.::d.ag:u:i

‘hnfcr:‘.lg:e:‘g;r:cgg }gv:r:n:uxu:'l‘s and stuff like
een

tr:ns:;::aé:,r and cross _drnsa:: dnqr:z:'g:?a SX'!

dosy o “0:0? 1s a lot of places where .vtrybogy

@ﬁa‘nl L think it’s one of the 1 soc1
t h they a5 a lar h grog s ol A
n tg- same’ category and lable t::- :: :::&d?uryhody
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Roni: Ok, any other questions”

A nce: Was there ever a point when an i
thought vou were transvestites® SR

Roni: Well, Michelle says no.

Audience: Anybody else”

Kitty: { think [ came to a realization somewh
along the line. I think i1t 18 @ thinner line tﬁ;:
Michelle thinks. Obviously, I have different
thoughts on the subject. I think it’s a thinner
Line. [ don’t know. Again, we go back to the

initial guestion which was what was vour decision or
some such silly thing.

Geri; We are a lot older than Michelle. When we
were growing up, there was not that much i1nformation
available.

Kitty: Yeah and how do vou define that? Then {ou do

ctart to define yourself. The feelings mav be there

but... I guess 1t’s a definition you are looking for
in your inner self or something lets say. I = just
went along with being a transvestite and then to me I
discovered that's not what 1 was. I have this
harmony, so to speak. Some of these things are over
used. They are almost cliches as far as I’'m

concerned. As far as "the" transsexual should be or
should feel. | just kind of drifted into it and then
realized where mv life was, somewhere along the line.
Roni: There’'s a question there from Sharon.

Sharon: (question inaudible)

Kittv: Well, they are doing it 1n a few places 1in
gf. Couis. Apparently all gv doctors are an staff at
arnes.

Denise: Mine i1s at St. Louis U.

Geri: They are all over the place.

Sharon: (inaudible)

Kittv: My surgeon said... first of all, when [ saw
Rim he uazted o do breast augmentation. I _said "why
and how much". He said "Well that’s $3000" and
Michelle got an estimate a lot lower than that. But,
1t hardly matters.

Roni: How much was yours...

Michelle: $1800
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preast augmentatlon-

Kitbys $1800 for A
o Get an estimate from 7 body shops- 4
Ger“; i was "udderli

G me, breast augmentation (M3% ihe pane )
e, o8 there you are. (groanscal B o her
i hcglegu:'o w0y B retedirs :ggg‘need to be dones
I . tar as procedures nEsce a s

priorities as fation was not a irst."
st augmentatl that first.
that Dreastor o1 would 1ike o890 A8, "curgery was

said o h that. ery.
'+ go along_wit ci1gnment surg
2;%?0009 to ’?5'000 ‘or; e?ﬂ:ﬁ :iazasg entirely ou

v . 000, 1 sa o
;}U gguqtgs:}g;. Those are my exact words

Not "udderly" anymore”?
1 didn’t tell him that.

u told.

Roni:
Kitty:

Roni:

Not "udderly”.
What kind of prices were yo

: Fi (. as far as the breast surgerys
Yichella: f:;gsést?;a{e. 1 have been told 1 need {u
i o ¥ J % 7th and 1'm going to.
come up with $1,800 by January R AP
That is the number. If anybody 1S interested, )
give them the name. As far as the genital surger{,
have had 3 different (very different) esgxna es.
There 1s a doctor here 1in st. Louis [1°ve been
checking with. The figure he 1ves depends on
whether he i1s talking about doing 1t as an in-patient
surgery or out-patient surgery. He’s never done 1t
as out-patient before, but i1t’s done some places that
way. S0, he's considering 1t.

Roni: As an out-patient?

Michelle: I'11 sav more about that in 2 second. 14

iEs ouE—pgtlent, we're talking under $4,000. In-

patient, we're probably talking 10,000, There 1t

z:gﬁga;{ g?y Dtn Cotgradof thaﬁ some peugle maK have
some . 1

batiing «’58,080. 1ng from ham I think e 1s

Jana; That’s Doctor Biber.

Michella: Right. Ok. Also, I’ b 1

g;fﬁ‘a woman grom Massachusets u;g :::txnosgptaig
sochr@, of all places, to get it done. They have
o : l:ed medicine over there. Apparently that
cit?"n c‘ keep the cost down, even 1§ you aré not a
S th° the country. What { last hears was that
< s é;sge;_s(on had surgerv about a year and a hal#
:ut-patient uiigg‘);; 5.'?;"110;2?55 .iatfeeling T
u;gﬂ::zn::zltt\evaﬁuld ?:kei“ Ehat :geggneath:ri?"s,et
Bxchange rate. 1°11 bet it’: nigdssfgoot:'aiu Forsion
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Audience: And those... Are all those figures

3 are
based upon no complications setting in too Right?

Michel Hey, you’ve got to be an optomist,
you're not, then this whole thing 1s impossible,

Beri: Not counting transportation.

Jana: So you talked to Veronica Brown.

heile: VYeah.

Geri: af course we’ve said nothing about
electrolosis here either.

Michelle: Yeah. Electrolosis has cost me about
$TT,000 so far and I'm almost done.

K Y3 can see where 1t would cost anyone $5,000
and up tor electrolosis. And breast augmentation or
any other plastic iIrgery you might want to consider.
I'm looking at $30,000 or more, certain]y no less for
every one ot the procedures [ want or need.

Roni: Are you going to have vour throat shaved”

Kitty: That is my most... As far as [’m concerned,
that is my biggest priority.  Not cartiledge the
m]jams apple, 'but voice surgery. 1 checked on that
alreadv.

x

ichelle: The guys in California, i1n Beverly Hills.

Kittv: I don’t want to go there. I want to go to
Barnes or Jewish.

Michelle: ls it done here~

I have a doctor

Nat that [ know of yest. But,
1t’s done here so

Kit
checking. It doesn’t look like
rar.,

Michelle: There 15 a couple of doctors out in
California, who do a colnblngt)on surgery at the same
time they do a tracheal shave which cu s down the
size of the adams agple. I'm not sure if it’s
entirely or 1 1t’s just half of 1t or what. At the
Same time, they can go in and do surgery on the vocal
cards which basically changes the voice. I assume
they can do 1t in either direction. You know which

way all of us want to go. [ wrote to thase people.
It’s still 1in the experimental stage. This one guy
has done 20 procedures. There "have been no

complications with any of them. 19 out of the 20
have been very successtul., One of them, basically,
had no effect. That’'s not bad adds the wa{ I figure
tt. I think, yeah, 1t was $3,000 for that bath
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: i figure
conwined like... that’s the
_:t i Th‘:ﬁ ;:3 :g;ef:”t‘aat publication. It “was
EL ap

o a

ke 53.800-
chelle: Al S0,

Hi 228 spita
g.-'n’v;rslfr‘ ":-En he was i

1’m seeing at St. Loauis
M;mw:::ct‘:rprmm” doing the genital
n contact with a doctor in
throat surgery would discuss

rgerys 8¢ oes that c
B peeitBii1e, o7 also dolng the valce surgery, e
o name p
:Er.‘t:edda:.?: 2:;: "X'ed kind of hesitate to be the
til
2[:5! one.

’ . I would say we have probably
é nt;kgnzmﬁe also recommended that with me.
. “"'g,ﬂ; Monday with another doctor at E't\t Lo::-
Fa ;t:rs each therapy. I’m going to QIVI‘ at ather‘
L pue 1§ that works or any help. If no b
first to SeS out that. At that point, speach therapy
lo“dtnot cost me anything on full medical.
er cod friends of mine who are
mﬁ% !n;r:;?:t;:‘oavgagdgfnmd of mine. They said
: :;c could probabl raxsg thelhtutul!anizg:l' 6;52:::;)'
ould be a 11 e ¢ .
{1:.f :Zlvdm:;ul‘gdluei on a golf course a:-g.yell “orz;
¢ my lungs 1n a feminine voice. .
:f\elh:nsupo?'t?& d:ygdrivx ng a hus‘ 1 can bar:'l‘y :all
and 1f [ talk, 1t is way down, by the end of e ﬂi\‘
Speach therapy will never ever help that the way Y
feel, the speach therapists [ know.

8 v, | found that ;ust practice 1s
?‘lﬁ:_hﬁl&%hin;?“?na:leh's my voice 1§ A“t natural;y,
foblb?y, a litt?e higher than the average in e.
But ’ve been talking pretty much A e
hl‘unq now for abou 2 years now. a0
thing about 1t any more. This is sy natunt saund.
I’m “not sure I could sound the way I used to e
even 1f 1 tried. I’m not saying 1t’s great, ngﬂ,l‘
1s certainly a big chm,e. Two years ag e
tried to talk in this level of voice and rtuy: eLi
S 08'ac TRt §'gor Lo 11 LhSt ouid oe
Wou e no chance. o o
called self induced speach therapy or what. But.

: think it
Mtba 1 ith all that, but I don’t ¢
Sat et Tt de ) s ] L
e ra
"‘altgg::dt?:y:g? I sard "My God, I heard 0

End of Side 2
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