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Federal Bureau of Investigation

“

Washington, D.C. 20535

July 07,2008

MR. WILLIAM MAXWELL b ( ' %Wm
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS AT URBANA-CHAMPAIGN
608 SOUTH WRIGHT STREET
- URBANA, IL 61801

Subject: PICKENS, WILLIAM

FOIPA No. 1109952- 000

—

Dear Mr. Maxwell:

The enclosed documents were reviewed under the Freedom of Information/Privacy Acts (FOIPA), Title 5,

United States Code, Section 552/552a. Deletions have been made to protect information which is exempt from disclosure,
with the appropriate exemptions noted on the page next to the excision. In addition, a deleted page information sheet was
inserted in the file to indicate where pages were withheld entirely. The exemptions used to withhold information are marked
below and explained on the enclosed Form OPCA-16a:

Section 552 Section 552a

®(b)(1) Q(b)(7)(A) a(d)(5)
®(b)(2) O(b)(7)(B) B()(2)
B(b)(3) ®(b)(7)(C) B(k)(1)

®(b)(7)(D) B(k)(2)

O(b)(7)(E) O(k)(3)

8(b)(7)(F) B(k)(4)
O(b)(4) o(b)(8) a(k)(5)
O(b)(5) a(b)(9) a(k)(6)
®(b)(6) B(k)(7)

247 page(s) were reviewed and 247 page(s) are being released.

0 Document(s) were located which originated with, or contained information concerning other
Government agency(ies) [OGA]. This information has been:

O referred to the OGA for review and direct response to you.

0 referred to the OGA for consultation. The FBI will correspond with you regarding this
information when the consultation is finished.

® You have the right to appeal any denials in this release. Appeals should be directed in

writing to the Director, Office of Information and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice,1425

New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530-0001 within sixty days from the

date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked “Freedom of Information
Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your request so that it
may be easily identified.

t The enclosed material is from the main investigative file(s) in which the subject(s) of your request was
the focus of the investigation. Our search located additional references, in files relating to other
individuals, or matters, which may or may not be about your subject(s). Our experience has shown,
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on 4/28/64, [ AJ s Rozbury, Mgss.,
' provided ms terial which belonged to LLTAM b6

i EDFABPTEARRISON, who gied recently. atated b7C
, that she desired to cooperdte with the T8I and turned over

made Lefore it was returned 68 8he intended to write a Look
GLout HARRISON and would use some of the material. 4 review
0f the numerous doeuments revealed that the majority of the
material Woua and personal,
o, Jr sy
However, ddring this review one letter was located whioh was
i addressed to NILLIAM EDWARD HARRISON from WILLIAN PICKENS,
! Savings donds Diviaion, U,g. Tressury Department, Fashingion 25,
' D.C., and dated 4/17/48. .

In this letter PICKENS mentions that he will visit the Norld
Fellowship Camp in New Hampshire, (oharactert:ation attached).

HERBERT PHILBRICK, who tesatified on behals of the Government
! in the trial of the U.S. vs. cp USA, leaders on trial in

‘ Yew York City in 1949, named HARRISHN before puolic hearings
/b6 °f the HCUA on 7/23/51, Fashington, D.C., as a Cp member, \}{ /
b7C V% -

f &'& It is not known if PICKENS ts stt]] employed by the U.g,

Treasury Department and, therefore, this matter is veing forwarded
to you for whatever action you may desire to take.

doston indices reflect nothing identifiable with PICKXENS becguse
of the lack of identifying data ooncerning hinm,

An electrostgt copy of the letter is gttached Jor the bureau and
¥ro,
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when ident, references usually contain information similar to the information processed in the main file(s).
Because of our significant backlog, we have given priority to processing only the main investigative file(s)
If you want the references, you must submit a separate request for them in writing, and they will be
reviewed at a later date, as time and resources permit.

® See additional information which follows.

Sincerely yours,

Dl

David M. Hardy

Section Chief

Record/Information
Dissemination Section

Records Management Division

Enclosure(s)

The enclosed documents were located on microfilm and are the best available copies.
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(k)(4)

(k)(5)
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EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552

(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order;

related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency;

specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld,;

trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential;

inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation
with the agency;

personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy;

records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement
records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person

of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy, ( D) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or
physical safety of any individual;

contained in or rélated to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or

geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells.
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding;

material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce
crime or apprehend criminals;

information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods;

investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity
would be held in confidence;

material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056;

required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records;

investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence;

testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service the
release of which would compromise the testing or examination process;

material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence.
FBI/DOJ
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A Useloss & Exauseless Kiot
Ailliam }'ickens
Page 3

They used to tell us that it was all "goonmis." That is what they
cald when, eight yvars ago, a similer rioting im Harlea uy Negraes and
white sympathizers with Negroes, took place. The oceasion at that time
wes that & egro child had been caught stealing from a ten~-oent ztore
oounter ard had besn perhaps unbaotfully handled by the store polioceman
and taken out, but had not been hurt, News spread thas the ohild had
been killed, just as it wac sald last night that the Negro M. P. had been
killed. Then (1935) the Negro leaders told us that 1% was all dus to
the Yepression,” that Mo work” and "unfair relief treatnent” of colored
peoples was the eauses. That bunk will not sxplain last night's noepus.
There is no depression. There is plenty of work for all who want %o work,
and no “relief” business at all.

»e must, A8 Americans, talk plain when either white peopie or blasx
peoplo are at the wrong end. The Nayor did not want it said that the
police department of Few Yerk had disoriminated agaimst Negroes and
therefore they were for the first night allowed %o run away almost un-
malested, Uy the nnn( thousands. I% was a rmsoal's paradise,

This morning on seventh Avenue a3 13(th Street I passed a delicades-
sen, uad a Negro crowd was emptying it of itss goods, a% 11,00 o'eloek.
They hud put small ohildren insisZe % hand out tha stuff threugh the
breksn windes glass. The police strolled by ia their Lullst-precf metal
hats and did net even look at it. Later, when I returmed that wmay, the
eromd had been dispersed and five polieemen were standing guard.

The Xayor has sald that there will be a eurfzw tonight (Momday night)
and that if there is net order and quist and ocivilisation, .0 means %o
turn on tha heat.

1 hear that six peeple have been killed - all Negroes, of oourse; dud
nos because they were Hegroes, but beeeuse they were looters, and only
Negroes wers looting. I;m E{nu‘l happen againss eelored people er
ocolored soldiors, i% is not safe to make an autematio outery abeut in-
Jussioe and opprossion. It 1s bess %0 find oul what is back of it.
Somstimes there 1a n Negro bdask of it.

50, ilerr Hitler, shis How York foolishnsss is anether seore for ycu,
vikhout coet %o yous It di4 nore %o New York thas »any of your bembs
aight have dono. But rou are going o lose this war, if -ou expeet the
Ameriocan Uegro to holp you to wdn i%, !fe has some bad peopls in his
eountry, but he doee not want amy worse people lere.

- dilliam Piockens

e
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ANTI-ALIEN AND ANTI-MINORITY LEGISLATION. ” zﬁ_ﬁg f’jfm‘s

WFO “I0I=2190 ﬁ |
By William Pickens F i peciocialili

I()inmrgorm Committes Mass l\(ooting
I aza K » Brooklyn, July 25, 1939)
Ameriocan democracy goes out wherever pure class legislation steyz
in. And legislation to oppress or to handicap minorities reverses the di-
rection of our democratic policy: for our constitution end most of our
laws have been framed upon the premise that the minorities, the weaker por-
tions of our society, are the sloments needing Zavorabls legislatio:. The
," majority rules, not as a tyrant, bdut in ec-operation with the minority, or
tho minorities. Our national constitution is really the body of rules
‘setting limits against the majirity in its control oy winorities, and even |
of imdividwal citizeas.
| Ouxr pest-Forld War srend has been soaewhat qtlnlt tuis Mamtd
Mlnin our santacts in that vor made us more afraid of ewr fresiem,
a3 Olr 1deas o cq‘dity. o 4 opal deor. Altho during 300 years we Rad
mw wp ahiefly sut of the peoplos of Xurope and of Afriea, we mow
d-nu.“tho doormunlucr&n. Very few, if aay of us, u‘u
i_q"?:j- :”M lttlut tho dﬂ.q ot al“ia. Sem0 ‘Ilrhu, over timt tnrl,
‘ #tﬁptw‘ o tfmw'rw vaul g -l e ponla umc a»m P
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" T #8 - Anti-Alien Legislation > .’g)

minorities is the only swure protootlon of the rights of the njorify. Lawse
and regulations oppressing the weak havo always manaced the strong. Il ﬁ"
right of an allen-born inhabitant to pursue life, liderty and happiull - .
here is limited, the same right of the native-born is questioned ull ﬁm‘k
ened. , ?ézi

Certainly we ought to lsarn the lessons taught by our cwn- l‘ﬂ. :
grown minority problems: I notice that the great majority of those hullglf‘"‘f

our presant congress, threateming the fresdaom and equality of {he

had a minority prodiim which they have deait uith n fut t.ht wu;
and of which they have made our gregtest uﬂml lul. M M
learned to oppress a People because of race or pworty L ori;h mh‘,f'
least competent people to set the pace for us ia (od.iu I&ﬁ Clr ‘ ‘—
born and political ainorities,-— I nyself am a mﬂm. N tht -

vation is compelling. ’ ‘ '

g
Because of our limitation om 1-1;:\“0&!\“

f't Jloz‘

in our national history. ‘There is now X0 axsuse f“ '7
lation, hampering these people’s right te werk, . c w
freely. The scoldentally ervated and artified )

lem” of our South ig really $he South's matuf MW 5\*
want to copy thoss 0ld and tragio Iiltchl. . .

ams .



m mm to get work, citiszeas »ust shew
’... m.uémm, whon citizems seek work,
“h mm-u ut the Republiean and the
" a ‘nn roflomm againgt the honer
unuu WRO. mou to bslemg to other

4 fn' esrsain episiens, polisical, soedal
ﬁi’ut!»tu- to all citizens who hold

hﬁ;u %o gl\do the privileges of eur people on
: isglag; or Wiatonos, wo Lmmeti ately play
&2‘;‘ * o ﬂ' ’ i.,'. ‘; ?ﬂmﬂtic forces tiat really want to establish

; ; b 4 M ,lﬁ. ucioty in the plece of what we have hers.
i’M.lly want to uﬂlo lnn eonquer us, do not care muoh on what

f f * uﬂh - . v
M% t‘ﬂ "‘L,-.“W ,],50 Foars in the pursult of democracy, imer-
u’i\bu‘ mm. is the best plase in the world in which
offexrt to legally olassify us
' 1?‘? te luun_ﬁ;a_t lmey in law, will lessen that human

‘e
G

4

’tn'i world and age whon some great nations have turned back to the

_ of the xiddle ages or the Jungle tyranny of primitive man, it is
‘m Lor exr ¢rnt Ration %0 keep on the road toward freedom and oquality
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Xr. Acdams: . Xr. Pickens, what e want to talk =¢ vou abeut, you pProbably
have cuessed, is the Dies Committes Report, |
! Mr. Pickens: A. I have o idea, dSut 1 4o rnot inorw. ;P
| Kr. Adams: Probubly the best Yoy to procecd would te for Lr. Jordan to /

! e back to his original report and check with You the 1ist
i that the Diag Comnitiee stutes you are connected with, He

| 8lsc had at that tine a 1ist of 144 suits Wiich you wrote
[ him a lettop about.
¥r. Pickens: A. I ‘e 3 wrete nim a letio.., i
Ar. Adams. TOU wWrete D om letter HEyIng thet JCA Were not +n, Willien !
Pickens included in this list,
Xr. Pickens: A 1 wts not the Wil iam Ficlkens., I never nad g lawsuit jn my
life. . J

.r. Jordan: <+ Do you remenbor my fipet interview on September 50, 1941~

kr. Pickens: . I remenmber very woll. 1 4o not remsmber the date,
Mr. Jorden: %+ Do you remember a ligt of certuin organizations of which you !
FOTE A nember and fo vaich you spoke? i
Yr. Pickers. A« I rememka.- et rou g such a lis¢, 1 do not rénember &9 /
organi;ations, YMut L osaia, '
-r. Jordan; olicre ts g oy of that 1ist. I going over snig fully.,
Lid you at tuus time deny raking the Speechs referrog to ip
that 1ist,
i.r. Pickens: A+ I spoke severs] tires at Putlic rellies 8t the Manhattan
Berter December 1, 1940.

- £+ Jerdan; Ne In conrection with thig relly, to st oztent dig yeu

purtichake?
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Ao Just a speaker. I was down there and naturaliy sameone

asked me to come and speak,
Mr, Jordan: Q, You delivered cne speech?
Mr. Pickens: A. That's all,

Mr. Jordan: Q. Were you a member?
Mre Pickens: A, Not at all. Just invited as a speaker because I was to Spain.

Mr. Jordan: Q. Were you a membsr of the New York Tom Mooney Committee?

Mre Pickens: A, I do not know, I know I was interested in Tam Mooney for
about 20 years. That was not a political case. I do not
think I ever met Tom Mooney., I never helped to organize,
or be & membere I sponsored something for him.

Mr, Jordan: Q. Then you were not a member of the Tom Mooney Committee?

Mr. Pickans: A. No,

Mr, Adams: Qe Did you know that the Tom Mooney Committse is made up of
Commmists?

¥r, Pickens: As No I did not Jmow that it was made up mostly of Communists,

Ur, Jordan: Q. Third is the Greater New York Emergency Conference on
Inalienable Rights. You are listed as a sponsor,

Mr. Pickens: A. I do not know about that. It must have been back.... ,
I do not know much about the organization.

¥r., Jordan: Q. The fourth one is an appeal on behalf of Sam Darcy?

Mr, Pickens: A. I remenmber that name but nothing else about it.

Mre Jordan: Q. Did you sign the statement which was in the "Daily Workern
datod December 19, 1940, urging the release of Sam Darcy?

¥r. Pickens:t A, I co not remember signing a statement.

¥r, Adams: Q. Sem Darcy, as I understand it, was purported to be a Comunist

with the National Federation for Constitutional Liberties,




Mr. Pickens: A. I do not know the National Federation for Constitutional |
Iiverties. I do not recall Dercy. I do not remember that.

Mr. Adoms: Qe If anybody came along and asked you to sign anything or make

a speech, did you ever ask if they were Comwnistic?

Mr. Pickens: A. No I never did. My atiitude toward Communists was indifferent.
Mr. Adans: Q. Then you never were as a matter of fact a Commnist?

": Nr. Pickens: A, T never was a Commmist. I never thought of becoming a

| Commmunist.

j Kr, Jordan: Q. You were listed as a member of the American Friends of

| Spanish Democracy.

Kr. Pickens: A. I do not believe I was, I went to Spain in 1938, and sew
thmx what was going on. I am not a member. I have not

; kept up anything since I gave my dollar. When I came back

: 1 : they asked me to tell them what I saw, I do not know the
people there, I might have eaici something, I could not say.

¥r, Jordant Q. Were you comnected with the publication entitled "Fight?"

Mr. Pickens: 4. No, I have not even read it. They might have published
something of mine. They never paid me for saying anything,

Mr, Jordan: Q. You were listed as Vice-Chairman,

Mr, Pickens: A. Not with my consent. They might have put me in without 2y

consent,

Mr, Jordan: Q.
Were you a member of the Council for Pan~American Democracy?

Mr. Pickens: A, I was a member. I am not a member now. I was on the
Executive Camnittee in 1936 or 1937,

¥r. Adams: Q. Did you take any active part in the programs or organization?
Pickens: A. I do not believe I ever spoke on their programs. I never

quite agreed with the Civil Liberties Union.

T T ————




Mre. Pickens:

Kr. Jardan:

M¥r, Pickens:
¥r, Jordan:

¥r, Pickens:
¥r. Adams:

Mr. Pickens:
k¥r, Jordan:

Kr. Pickens:

¥r., Jordan:
Mr, Pickens:

¥r, Jordan:
Mr, Pickens:
Mr, Jordang

llr. PiCkOM H

Q.

A,

Q.

A.

Q.

A.
Q.
A,

-

Did you contribute any articles or make speeches f.r
these organizaticns?

The Civil Liberties Union often helped us with cagses. I
worked with these people becsuse they were helping the
advancenent of the colored people. Politics did not enter

into it. I never pretended to be a Communist, They knew it,
The American Committee for Protection of Foreign Born, you
are lis'ed as g sponsor?

Some time ago, but I am not now,

On April 13, 1940, the American Comittee for Demo:racy

anc Intellectual Freedom in a Citizens Rally, you are listed
as a sponsor?

I do not deny that, T do not, rem;ember making a speech,

Do you remeaber anything sbout this orgardzation,

No, I do not,

The New York Conference for Inalienable Rights, July 29, 1940,
you were guest of honor. The notice appeared in the "Daily
Worker."

I do not read the "Dei 1y Worker,® go T never say anything

I go to mo many things,

Are you a member of the American Friends of Spanisy People?

there. I cannot 8ay "yes" or nnon,

T went to Spain. Wjen I came back I wanted to help those

Spanish peoples I do not deny that,

Do you remember contributing to the "New Masses” Publication?

Tes, I do. I have written two or three articles,

Do you remember the article, "Why the Negro Nust be Anti-Pascistsow
Yes, I do Tremember that,

T T —————— -




¥r,

Jordan:
Pickens:
Jordan:
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You did make speeches against the poll tax?
I did not make any speech against it, but I did make thousands
of speeches and included it.

Do you remember the United States Congress Against War?

No, I do not remamber that.

Were you a member of the American league Against War and Fascism?
Tes, I was when it first started.

Did you in that organization, or any organization, try to
probibit arms shipped to Europe?

No, I never did. All T was icterested in was to get charity
money for these people,

Were you a signer of a letter to the President published in

the "New Masses™, published April 2, 1940,

I do not know what the letter was about‘..

It was to get one Yexican by the name of Constanta Lemana

into this country,

It was a woman in Mexico who was a leader of the lexicans

in Spain who wanted to come here,

The woman was refused a visa,

0f course, anybody could have asked the President,

Did you know that'thia Person was a Coammnist?

No, I did not kncquil' I signed the letter., I might have signed
it, but if she were a Comminist, I would have said to keep them

oute I was not signing things for Communists,
The Public Rally under auspices of the New York Chapter of
the Spanish Aid Committee, you were listed as speaker?

I guess that is the Committee I have in nind., When I came

————— e e e
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back from Spain, whatever meeting they had, I would go to it
if I could, LtImthereIwouldbeimitedtospeak.

¥r, Jordan: Q, Do you have any connection with that comittee?

Mr, Pickens: 4, No, I was never a menber,

Mr, Jordan: Q, Since your appointment to the War Savings Staff, what
Participation have you made in any other organization, either
as a speaker or writer,

Mr. Pickens: A, I am a life member of the League for Industrial Dexocracies.

kr. Jordan: q, 1n other words, you Temained a member only of the League ,
for Industrial Democracies?

Mr. Pickens;: a, I am a life member of that. I paid them $100 for 1ife
membership,

Kr. Adams: q, You are still g member of the National Association for the

Advancement of Colored People?

Mr. Pickens; A, Yes, I worked with them ror.ov'ar thirty jears, but only for
the advancement of the colored people.

Mre Jordan; Q.. Are you in syrpathy with any programs the Communists promote?

Mr. Pickens; A I do not believe in anything they try to do. I have no political
motives. I have been opposed to having Communists run this
country. I am not interested ir &y of 1t; I am opposed to
everything they do. -

Mr. Adams; Qs Were you a member of the national comuittee of any labor
defense?

Mre Pickens: 4, Tes, the International Labor Defense, when it first started,
Then I found that Coammunists were running the whole thing, 1
Just quit, I Joined it as g non-partisan orgam zation to defend

_the laboring people, black or white,




Kr. Adams:

Mr. Pickens:

Did
Mot you appear on a program with Marcantonio some time

during the past two or threa years?

I guess about tmo or three Years ago when they were having
some sort of a meeting down there I spoke with Mrs. Roosevelt,
I told Somebody he talked like a radical or a Communist,

I think I gpoke, 1t was not important, Nothing that I would
particularly Temember, except to tell my story about the
Spanish people., I had no other interest,

———————
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XY JOURKEY 70 AND FROX RUSSIA
I¥ 1937
by
¥illiam Pickens

In 1936, I 41d a hara Year's vork in the Uniged States, ralsing
for my organisation ever $30,000,00 in "Baby Contests® &lone, and many
tiousands aire in membsrship campaigns, I w« always a popular speak..
er on our Negro problem in the United States of America, The Quakers
of Eagland (Friends House on Fuston Road) lavited me to oome to Eng-
land aad legture in England and 8ootland under the goneral direction
of John Fletehor, leading Zaglish Quaker,

The organisation for vhich I vorked €ave ne a tvo monthi! leave
and $250,00 on Ky expenses, The rest of *he estimated cost was made
up dyi

$105,00 from Moorefield Storey, Oreat Boston law firm head

10400 from each of a number of Negro Nevspapars, arranged
for by Claude A, Bornett, editor of trs Agsociated
Negro Press; BAr7 individusals and friends froam
8eattls to the Atlantic; and tas fees which the
Quakers of England vers to charge against each
Place whers I shoula lecture,

I went and started By lectures by the e1d of Novemder, in London;
and spoke in all the principal citisas of Tngla. 4 and Sootland . until
near Christmag time,

The Quakers had nissions in almest all fofeign countries, and my
lectures were to be Suspended before Christaas and taken wp again after
Chrietmas, Rugeia vas a most interesting questioz f» thi, vorld ia
1936-27, anda knoving of ny interest ia noolgl Prodlems from &y lectures

#R0Rg them, and having a mission in Nosoow, Varsaw, anqg {a Berlia, 1,

g f
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Quakers helped me to arrange a sort of *vacation® for the days of in.
ternission in our lecture PTogram, and wrote to thelir mission heads in
Berlin, Moscow, ang ¥zrsaw, directing them to meet me and to Prepare

for any possidle lectures ang conferences and for Ry education through

sight seeing,

Varsay arranged a meeting for Ry return, and g large audience of English..
speaking Poles met 2, I could speak German, but not Poligh,

It was intorutinc in Moscow, vhere I yga for adout two weeks and
vas showa everything from dead Lenin and the Kremlin to Leon Trotaky
and twenty.odd visiting Chinege 'Gononl-'. and vas invigeq by some per-
fons to let them show me to Stalin, who had just stepped up top, dbut I
8ctoally thought such 1ittle of 1t thag 1 could not make the time men-
tioned convenient, I yag too dusy looking at Moscow, 1ts churches,
science schools, workers! clubs, boulmrd-. Squares, etc, Byt did
&t to oall gt Trotsky!s office, Be was then head of the Yery powerful
*Concessiong Co-iuion.' I an ashamea to confess that I ran oy on
hin before he had got through talking with me, because I vanted to see
an interesting Ruggign RYie which wag deing put on especially so that
some Engligh Poople and I coplg s6e it, When I Teached the movie Place
and announced that I bad alwost veen Rade late by Troteky, the Buseiang

laughed, ang an Bnglighgan *xplained to me, "They are laughing because
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tive to me,
Vhen I got back to Rogland, vi, Yarsay ang Berlin, our lectures

vere resumed, Xy recorq stated %ahoyue sixty lecturee® before and af.

ter my vigyg to the Gonunoat. thirty 4n ®ach periog, 2ut since then,

I have been told that: there were Séventy_two lectures in a11,

vorld, and tpa¢ 2rgland ang
dwerice ang other Poverfy) Rationg should ¢ least Tefrain frog Tepress-
ing the Chineee Wrisiag, for p, Tepression, they wonlq Play into ¢, i
bands of ¢, anuno. Just 1ty B0, ¥» soemaq to have ao interest ia

& Brigign port,

V1111, Plckeng

———————
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The only thing new about "Fascisn™ is its present name. As a pro-
coss it 1s about as old in the world as is human goverhment. Turn-
ing to Fascism is like turning back toward the primitive. Lississip-
pi and South Carolina have within them all the eslements of Fascism
which can be found in Germany or Italy; but these states are partsa
of the United States and subject to its constitution, and their
Fasclsm 1s held in check and modified by the less Fascist parts of

the Republic.

In 1926 I went lecturing in Europe,-- England, Scotland, germauy,
Poland Ruesia,-- and at that timo kings and tyrants seemed defin-
itely on the wane, and moving toward the exit, Besides the 0l4 dem-
ooracies, such as Britain, France , Switzerland, there was pop'ilar
.government, or attempts at it, in Germany, Austria, Russia, China,
and in many of the lesser states of central and southeastern Furope.
,7All of the Western Hemisphere at the time was being run by demoo~
. ") racles, of a sort, altho the ballots were often subordinated to bul-
¢ lets, as many of the chief executives shot their wa{ into offioce
~, and were in turn shot out of it again, But that we looked upon as

\ the adolescence of democracy, foeling that all the world was going

3 to be democratic in a generation or two. Kingdoms like Britain, Bel-
giua and Holland might continue to have figure-head "monarclLs® for

N & while, er indefinitely. Western Asia was discarding its veil and

~ turban, and even Japan was loosening up.

‘i The League of Mations, whish had beex midwifed into existence by an
.~ 3, American president, wan fleurisding at Geneva as a preniss of Inter-
%, 7' national Demoerwoy. Even the nations of the earth seemed ®® about to
* agree to settle international arguments by vetes instead of ean~
i, Bon and bomb.-- Tha sourse of human history was just sbout ses, and
*Z all that was left for us reformers "in them days® was te fight what
NS we ealled rialisa,-- the expert of eapital amd tho eppressiea
:?‘ ~ of weaker subjeet peeples, the Eurcpean powers and the great GCe-
lessua e¢f North Ameriea. nd, Franee, /ijpain, Italy, Pert and
Belgium still held large areas in Afriea, /nd we wantsd them
give the native pesple bdetter economie irtunities and mere lecal
awtonemy. In the Oriemt, India and China f£41% the 200 ¢f this im-
g:.rh.u-. 80 that Oriemtals and Hindus were astive in -ur erwsades.
United States, with the vastest eapitsl in human histery, with
war debis eseming im, ank suypesed te keep eening in ad infinitwm,
} was axxious 30 use this exsess eapite) ia Central America and in
the West Indies, and make mere sapitil. Wille Ryrope wmas at war,
ve had selsed Naiti on a slimwer p ‘than thed en whish Italy
was later $o s0ise Adbyssinia, and ial's sea was net te have
a mere thrilling time dmupmh:-u en TAked Mhispians their

strev hwis, theam owr ‘mar | Cansos and *"dondit® patri-

ots in Xlask Haiti, the eeeond eldest rejudliec 6f the Western Nem-
m”. . .
Eaving 39 the slde of the over sinee I was a sshsed
by, s *fought, Wad, uu.‘f-‘::( R My sweh
wi n-ﬁuwm“ WALk Roanr INIfuin Act otaery ip tined
ea
tn premeting "AntieInperialist Cangressesd, aeld in Burepe. These
wore Loib and RA2erings, 4o start with:




2-- Fight on Fosclsm---

of anydody's party, were *qually weloomed. The ultimate triumph of
! political democracy Seemed assured in the worlq, and all we hag to
' do, was to look out for economic democracy, for the protection or
workers, laborers and consumers against the profit-takers, Russia,
vhose leaders loomed large in these movements, was 8511l an unrece
ognized outcast among the greater nations, but that would righten
1tsolf, with developments inside angq outside of Russia.

By training ang by temperamsnt I an a demoorat, believing in the
compronise of the ballot after agitation angq discussion, and having
no favor for class warfare. Narrow diseipline never sulted me. Thery-
fore, altho 1 could work toward theso universal ends gide by side
with any humans, I coymla never bdbecome a member of minor-
1ty politica] parties, with the Rinitagiong implied. Some of the
People with whop I worked, made the mistake of many,-- Seening to
think that a map cowld not look uwon "radicals" 54 being simply hu-
man beings, without being one of the radicals, From these I e¢x-
pected Opposition, ignorant °ppositien. 3oon 1 ¥as to find algo
that with the radicals I wag 4 "markeq man", because I d14 not and
cowld not agree with them 1n 412 things. Like Roger Baldwin 1 took
the rignt which I &ccorded: the right to disagree in any de-
tai1l, when I got to the great Anti-Inporinlilt Congress in Frank-
fort, Germany, in 1929, whither I haq been urged to come and to
deliver an address of 45 ninutes, I founa that plans hag devel.
Ooped at the Congress to Nuzzle me, and other American leaders, and
the great leader of the Independent British Laboy Party,-- those

°f us who were on the program, but who d14 not belg the

the speech whieh I ll{ bhave made. xo knew at that time what
8 Was just a gty 0%y for ehsekxi and Xilling
erefore kept Ry eounsel, res od te g

little strate Ryself, and 414 not givt Ry address to the of
translators un 11 just before I was to speak, making it sslble
for them to €%t an English Sopy to the man Selected to ery leise
Re. I had my speech in both German and Engligh, and seeing go nany
Englighmen at he sonference, I haa decided to wge the ish
Yorsion, but noy Skltched back to the German, newing tha Ry orit-
10 knew not one word of Germa., This wag fortunate in &nother way;
when the vast audience, the great md jorit of whom were Germans,
heard thetp mother tongue, they got 50 en slastie that vhen the
Russian Chairman attempted to stop me after & few minutes, they
shouted ang threatened 4 rlot,— and 1 had to &0 on to the end
Of the 45 minutes talk. The joke Was turned: the Poer eritie, dea-
.ed behing me, did not now one word I had s oken, and haqa to get
Up and f£111 ip his time ag best he could, king about whatever
ocourred to him,-. I never had heg & more enthusiastie audieness in

T

off the non-elect,~-- I

w}gh ;uoh bcgkg{g:ndl. and guch t;:gornnont. :h,r. could de bt
side for me in Present figny ween people's Yornment and
Pasoigst diotqtouhipl. The lagt tine 1 vag 1:‘: Ge o was just g
few monthg before von Hindenburg made Hitler (Change lor. It was
32, during one of Hitler's election efforts, n whieh he reseived

BYN
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r-n; always 414, wntil he bacams dietat-
ons 28 of o;.rym 0188, Wo had always ar-
. °

Gerxany the Allles,-- against
mmmud-m- o4 won

had
the people of Rngland and America te
repubdlican government, before nit‘]‘.or.

' Bee of the erstwhile “vieterious
of the Allles tevard the

R} but perhaps the ounger people haw
froa their stake, for they now have no
outside of theipr regiamented pelitical and

Sly an American demecrat to de able to take the right
ia u'* z:::;gl; th;tr:hiopnnlcriul ugd in the 0%

[ ) we © Barcelona, wit the co-operation
ST 4he Wedieal Pereau amd North Amerress Committes, but

at my owm

LR OXPORSe and risk,-- and in with the anti-Pasoist forces.

AR A them Clou’- .m.::’d oyes that Catalonia was on its
<4 ~ 1:. Wnless those who should have been 1ts best friends,

- .'o. their taeties, ana 111t their embargoes and
-thely um. But En and seemed got against p
a; Pran

Engl op-
t in Spal ce a.follow En and; and Amery-
s :ﬂ '_M."&g:l nish mﬁic had conoslinto existence

£4. 204 ags, in a decent way, for o Buropenn ootmtrﬁ.rhay
lmuug leave witheut beheading him, and allowed to
b WwEd momey with hix. : :

: » With wroa I talxnd in
atthu _ »== What has decome of thea ROW, with Pranco in
b eity? are in son, FArYy in dlshonored.

VoS, maRy mors ia exile, The eity, duilt to acoommodate a mill-
R, had nearly three million people in i¢ at

that time, mostly ref-
U§seS, Bareelons,-- anclent Tt of Iberia,--
v &

Hannibal's father,-- surviver of Napo-
will st111 survive, and its will to

In southern Francs, biing a tolerated visitor, I argued with the
zwr Frenchmen that Spain should be helped to maintrin its ipe
spendenee against Italy ana Franco,-- in spite of the fact that

ain 414 no help France when the Germans

attacked in 1914, I told
;_q‘l_::“}o Substitute sentiment op grudge for gtatesns

Y nship; that
TOTET e lnuu{ looked forwara not backward; that the fast
o et R di4d not he) France 1n.a orlil..lhould not be al.

own ure by a wrong course in
orisis; that the present question was: What should
for the bdest 890d of Prange tomorrows Another hos-
8004 for Prance: Germany and Italy
are enough. :

When I got back to Paris, I flew to England, to snil from Southampton
T 4 week's visit in Ingland. I had ontox’wd England a owider of
®8 in previous JOATS, DUt I now had 4 De¥ exparience with the
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Seotland Yarders and the immigrahtion offielisls. I dall
mam,mwm-‘s as it [~
fore vhem ont¢ had n 40 Mevesw". I had munmuqm-
. wlar AmSrisan passperi, frem Frenee, asress ihe ]
nummtmor&nmmw.m
Andessadsy, the Frensh pelise and the dexder effisiala. ’
that was newe ¢f Rritain's m&uu.mymgnm

i)

visas in psssperd at the Alr Framee effiee Faris dafers v

unu{ and P23 dovdt thoy radined ahead %o Tield, Lendsm,
abeut it. Wny 41& thyy mot XxX% tackle you in Parist Not enly de-
sause Parisz is in Pranes, but because want 4o At your meney

mnﬁuyuummm.-m,u de Maypen %o twra you
ask, ‘¥ey want te have your Tirss, go and eoming. They
414 w3t turn e back, wut they a alet of 1inh stisa, ‘e
mest feolish questiens I had aver been asked on ¢ SRy oo~
trys Wy did you ge te Spaim,-- How 413 you got these phetegraphs,--
¥xy do you earry & typewriter,-- What are you giu te leave in

s

Eagland,-- Whem are you here te see,-- What's (as dived inte
L 3] uimm. eopies whieh X had written fer the press). n*mnl
in the fewest ..;2., an: *"Ontil =my ship sails, the Acquitania®,—

and as to what I was going to0 leave,-- "Meney for . s, ete
R i o Newit uwid Finaelt,: bul Re Deld’nis

fage, vhile the two Bohbies of the oity poliee, whe an 4 him,
fairly doubled up with laughter, in a most un-British ORe==
Yhen saw that my unhositating answers had about taken }hn wind
out of his sails, I askted him one: "Are you through nowt® te whiek
he nodded slowly, almest relustantly,-- and I wes sllewed to take
the waiting bus with the other passengers into the heart ef the

great metropolis.

This showed me clearly enough vhere official England was atanding ad
the time, so far as 8gPin was conecerned: with the dictater and against
the people. Perhaps a{ wei'e more afraid of the Spanish people

than of Italy: the pecple would be likely to use Spain for its ewn
peeple,rather than for the profiteers of commerce.

The fight to keep democracy in the United 3States, in the fase of
developing Fascism, should engage owr devotlon. We should deternmine
to knog it in peace, /\f ponsidle; Dut if necessary we should endeawv-
or to keep it, even if by war. Constitutional government is enpe-
clally made for the protection of minorities, against the natural
power of majorities., Law in not so much needed for the immediate
protection of the strong: good law takea nore aceocunt of proteoct-
ing the weak. The ocutlawing of any minority, economie, political,
racial or religious, i1s an attack on all minorities. Jews apnd Ne-
groes, Oatholics and Agnostics,lf Booclalists, Communists, and Inde-
pondents, and all the organized vorktr'froutn. can take the same
interest in suoch a fight,-- without having to agree together adbout
their differeing political, religious and soclal aims. I believe

in Demoeracys-- but in that demoeracy 1 include everybody, espeei-
ally those who £ dinagree with mo,

A OC&J’AAJ:\

William Pickeng----
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For a month in the early spring of 1938, I 4did Government forums
in Seattle,¥ashington: and then, at the invitatinn of Dr, Studedaker,
Hoad of the Office of Education, I 4id two months, from mid-April to
mid-May, in Forum for the Govermmert i{n five countion around Columbia,

South Carolina,

This gave me an extra bit of money, and as I had mot. croased the
Atlantic in six yeurs, I decided %o £o to Jlurope ~ Paris, London, and
naybe Denmark,

Negro friends in New York, who were intelligent ard alive fio the :
growing unrest in Europe, asked me if I would visit Spain, from which
£0 auch news vas coming, I sald that I wvould like te, as I had never
been to Spain, but that %7 passport, long ago seoured, was marked,
“Kot good for Spain,®

That bdrovght me my first information of a “Medscal Bureau® which
wac sending ambulances and medical supplies to Spain, lawfully, and
which, I was informed, could g0t me visa from our State Department,
if I would agree to run down to Spain from Paris and szee what vas the
situation and treatment of Negro toys of America, wvho were in the
Spanish hospitals, eta,; because, these colored people of New York
City, with a natural feeling against Italy, which had destroyed the '
last native government of Africa Just three ycars before 11935), vere
interested in buying an ambulance to send to the anti-Italian side in
Spain, the Loyalfsts, I said I would go if they got the visa, They
seemed to admire my courage, inasmuch as Italians .vere flying from
the Balearic Islands and bomdbing the Loyalist communities avery few

days,

But they failed to set the visa; my ship sailed, asnd a teek or
more later, [ was notifled over tne telephone by our Ambassador's of-
fice in Paris, that onr State Department had cadled him to visa me
for Spain, rankly, I was 6lated ~ at adventure and danger nhead,

After another wek'y patience, the French Gendarme and the Span- :
ish consuls nlso agreed, - wvhen tliey checked the whole matter, I had |
never met the people of the "Medical Bursau®, except thoge intelligent |
colored people who wanted to sgend ar’ulances in honor ol ths colored -
boys fighting for democracy sgains’ Italy, .

¥hen I returned in Septembor, they had a banquet (thene colored i
citizens) to hear a report on what I had found in Spatn, They were :
the best and highest tyre of American Negro citisens, and the danquet
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My Adventure into Spain - 3

¥as presided over by Dr, Channing H, Todbias, top Negro official of our
National Y, M. C, A,, and member of the National Council of the T, N, ©, A,
on Madison Avenue, and the diners wvere from churches, gocial work organi-
tations, and 7nny other growps,

They had formed a "Hesro Committee® to continue to work for Repub-
licanisn ang Democracy in Spain, The head of the committee was lLester
Gronger (Executive Secretary fo the National -Urban League), later, 1
was invited to Join and Joined, but haq no opportunity or time to meet
vith thom, later, I resisned, when the white committee objected to
the plans of $he Negro committee to do the same tiing for Finland, when
it vas attacked by Russia, ms ve vanted to do for Spain when attacked
by Italy, (See Chairman Cranger'sg letter ang My suggestion that we resism
in such case), 1 think he daiq 80, I 414 80, There vas nothing to com-
Pel us in thy, choice except our ova democratic convictions, We al] pro-
ferred Finland to Spain, (By acclient, his letter to me and mine to hin
were found pPreserved in my filen 1a New York, in February, 1943,)

At several Reetings to aid the iemocracy side in Spain, 1 spoks,
but dropped oyt of the "Rescue Ship® plans, by special resigmation, when
it took the turn of aiding Commmnisgt Propaganda more than the democracy
Ccause, Other good citigens, of both Tacee, did the sAme, at the same

o, .

Ihe Prestes Prote » The Council for Pan-imerican Democracy, at ite

own inlthtin, wrote to Mexigo and got us over & mean hurdleg; For nany
years colored Anericang entering Mexico had to deposit five hundred usl-
lars at the border (as in Xaredo, Texas) ang 6%t 1t again when they

came out, White Anericans hag to leave rive hundred dollars for a Xegro
cbaurfcu.r. and if the chauffeur deserted in Maxico, their noney was loss,
This Council, headed by a Profonor. vho was a member of the faculty

in one Few York College, &ot this dilorhinat!on removed, got official
vord frem the Moxican government, ang on’that word {n writing, I had re-
ceived permity for myself and two young Negro lavyers (S. R, Rednond ana
Rodert Xlxy) 2o & 1into Mexioo in June, 1941 - vhen our plans wvere in.
terferesd with bacause the Troasury arked me to come in ang help on the
Defense Savings Stars in May, 1941,

or course, I consented on 1uv1ntf.on. to Join wmy, Council® fop
such Pan-ymerican Democratio cooperatina, - they Proclaiming their Coun

cilts degire to de a Ron-partisan orcn‘aunion. and )cnovlng me to be a
Rember of one of our old and conserve;ive political barties,

Nobody in the council even gaiq the word "radical® to me, I, now-
over, found out that many of thea were Tadicals by the Simple fact that
I vas PTO-British-French and thoy, while not Pro-Oermrn, were alvays
arguing that “there was mo difference® betveen the British side and the

b mer "% - & poAition viton T 12po11%e1r 010 then soundey 210t 1o
o me,
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I wvent a few times to their conferences ard thenm quit absolxtely,
- because I lacked interest in the things which seemed to interest them,

They asked the Council members to sirn a paper, vhich I read care-
fully, it seemed desisned to save one, "Prestes" from brodable murder
in Bragil, - said paper deing accompanied dy a communication from a
Mexican government official, asking that humane people shov am interest
and help to deter the murderers, Nothing was eald :of Prestes' politics,
and the naxt time I saw his name (or heard it spoken) was in the Oon-
gressional Record, 1943, I have neer been a reader of radical papers,

Ever since I was a little child of South Carolina and Arkansas, I
had heard and read of the proud American boast of ®the right of protest®,
and I had never been informed that such right of irotest was to te re.
served for those judged to de righteous or withheld from those suspected
of deing not risght, 4And vhen a very young American black youth, I had
read with a thrill where one of our great American presidents (of the
20th Century) had diznifindly, bdut vary firmly, protested to the head
of a great foreisn nation agminst its brutal treatment of one of its
minoritles - a Rooserelt to the Cgar of Russia, At anéther time a
president, I think, but at least our newspapers and people and pulpits
protested in no uncertain meanings to the Turk over the Armenian,

Some of this sort of Americarism, from my childhood and my youth, has

always been in my bones,

I was Pield Secretary of the N, A, A, C, Po, meeting all types
of people, with our benevolent propaganda, - and we counted it cain
vhen we could present our case for the American Nerro to any £roups
of vhites, Again, I received a paper, which I carefully reed and which
WAs a oattern vith our own frequent requests for aid, for one $am Darcy,
who wes not presented as a Communist, but for «hnm eimple American
Justice seemed to be ms%ed, I heard his nene no more until 1943, I
YAs never a reader of the Daily Worker, and usually sawv a copy when
somabody called my attention to some attack in it on me, or on *the
organization for which I worked, tut on me in particular,

In 1939 and 1940, our country was in a great ferment as to our
poesitle and ultinate relation to the Second World V¥ar, Many oremniza-
tions were holding meetings and concucting lecturcs and Ciscussions,
"hey presontea ‘reir requests tn ur for a "sgoneorship¥, sometimes
askin: for a d91lar, and sometimes saying "No obligations,® etc,

Most >f them we turned down, always turning them down when we sawv Com-
munistic dieguise, That is how my name perhaps got on the “sponsoring®
roll for meetings, not for membership, for the three or four organi-
zations or 1940 which were recalled to me asain in 1942, .

But (and I say this with all sincerity) I am not sure that I dia
actually sign for these three or four meetings, as the "Daily Worker®
vAs tne source from which my informant tool his information, and as Jou
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will see from my exhibits, the "Daily Worzer" had thre hndit of falsi-
fying in such théngs, Once, they hed me in Birminzhar, Alabans, ieln-
ing the *Capitalists™ ang "lynchers®, as they put 1it, to coerce the
Scnttsboro boys 1into drovping their Communis® lawyers anrd defenders,
and into Aaccenting what the I, L. D, and the "Daily Worker® called
"Lynch Lawyers®, At that tine I had n-at been to Aladama for a yerr,
vhen Rdderick Bednw, great Aladama criminal lawyer and I hnd gone to-
gether to Libhy Prison, near Montgomery, and sad both pleaded ity
those boys to drem their Communist “defense" set-up, and accept a

real Alabama law firm with Clarence Darrow as the out-of-state lawyer,
And T was not to go to Alabama for a vear or more after the "Daily
Worker® lied me into the state in 1934, :

That time, I, who had learned to h24 my temper, was really
ANgry enough to move tn sue the “Daily Worker® for «hat I called a
“Iwo-Thousand-Hile Lie* (See ay exhitits), But Arthur Garfield Hayes,
noted New York Attorney, advised me nat to sue them unvesy I wanted to
help them, His words (from my merory) were like thesel *If you gue,
you will put out money, and they will colleot money, and they will
proclaim to their follrwers that t:oge same "lynch lawyers® have put
you up to it, You will vin the suit but you will find that they dia
not even own the desk on which the lie was written, ®

80, I contented nyself by wiiting that the I, L, D, and the
"Daily Worker® had told g "Two-Thousand-Mile Lie," - a scathing arti-
cle, here in the exhibits, which was read by one million Negroes, who
read my editorials each week (by estimata of Claude A, Barnett, Tditor
of the Asrociated Negro Press), .

That is why, Gentlemen, I honestly doubt whether I really
signed for as many as the three or four meetings out of the dogens pre-
tented to us in 1940, - because the honost investigator read some of the
evidence from the "Daily Worker®, That paper had me in Birmingham,
Alabama, when the railroad ticket agent told me that New York, where I
actually was at the time, 1s 1016 miles from Birmingham, (™o thousand
and fhirty-two miles distant, there ang back), "The Daily Worker® algo
had me in Brussels, Belgium, when I ROVOr even heard that they had me
there until I heard {t from our Congress in 1943, MNueh of this: vaper's
evidaence is undoubtedly falme, - and I could doudt any of it,

Respectfully submitted,

¥illian Pickens




Best Available
COnl

" FFO 171-7190
., WILLIAX PICKENS
- EAHIEIT wpn

mmmmm«mmmm.-u. and they weze
mn-mnm&mm he Ceagress yreper lasted
'.fnnw&. wuu-muu.moum«xmu-
‘Mo
m;mmmbmwuumw.-
.mzmumx..muunmuamummnw 5"
m,mmmmm,num'- 1‘”'0
*J&Ouﬂlﬁw mmm-mwmnmw-

@6t were Bem Marsh, & The Zeep's's Lodky; Roger ¥. Balivia, J’-,
\ﬂ.&to- Oivil XAverties Wxien; Rrs. Gllmes, 6f Faltimers; and ¥iied\
-rmn-; 02 S50 NohohsCoPe smong the British mm Tenner -hﬁ-

' -ﬁm of Purlisment; snd Mr. Rreilsford, and mesy oheOFS. FOT
<%he Verld Gemgrees, Wmmm.mwm 4
'-um. 1% vas reyoriet, mm.mmmm&- S
frei Beith Afriea snd Rusats.
' _ mAmmdmmummruumommmﬁ{&
'feagress: Werth ierics, Latin-imerics, the Veet Imdied; Tast, Weat,
m.‘lcﬁm.q the Bast Indiec and Indenesia; aid resrly every
m Sf Marepe and Asia. The Chinmese had 1M largest rasial ulmu-.
~m abeut 6G. There were ¥ Negrees; ¢ frem 1o United States ! Y
 via Russis); 1 frem Hayti; 1 frem Frensh Ferth Afries; 1 frem Xeaym
(British Bast Africa). Other paris of Afriea Were reyressatsd by whites,~
Belgimme, RTaglishmen, eote.
There were maay addresses, and seme informal, very iastrwstive re-
porss, shewing the aduses of feroign eapital in weaker eountries,
peeially ia Iatin-America, Afriea amd Ohina.

L1 g




2 e "

Best Available *# - i, e

semirel of the gameral maskinery Ill hdh. J%Q\”
There were many influamtial M n“_ .
sversl of W ineriess telerates, 1n Regty MMt v
We 30me of the reyreseatatives & xuu. -Q:??'—‘i ' S
The nest impertsat aetion of Ahe Om m%
Amerisans, was the deeisiem 0 eall 10 Mmoot nlwmu o
Congress of Negre Workers.” It will de 0!11‘ ﬂ‘-ﬂ V %
British govermmemt will guarantee visas fer Afriesm dela 4,h.. ’
¥hich is 0t likely. If the Congress Le aet hald i Tendw, 48w
to bola 1t {n Rerlim. IYf the Ce~gress h hld in Zemioa, \h
hope to bring before the very eyes of tht Eritisk cm l.
gation ef diszatisfied Negroes frem all yaris of the British llutrigﬁ-
it oannet e held in london, they hope to was that faet te ﬂmﬂ\‘[
Lader Oovernmcnt, or whatever Fritish goveroment is then 4a dover,. o o
insrease the pudlisity fer a greater Retiing in Berlime ror the u‘
1t 1a A game of "Headn--I winj Tails--you lose.” 3‘»
Teising Commnist tastios for the Tuture by their past, makes 41 ou&

that this Regro Congress will mbody a drive net aly against the ime

rerianlist and nationalist oppressien ef Negroes, dut Also a drive te m;, B
Megro workers with the Communist politieal yarty. Of that there san beo n
doudt, :

A1l the more important s it that there shomld »e Hegrees in thig
Con¢ress who have {nflusrse and who are not Comswnigstg, Sush a eongress
ie likely to have g large influence on 1ideral ané °pea~ainded peodle i
21l the :reat natians. rost of the delegates, even frem the Uaited States,
will Se Commucigty c(r: Cirestly under Communist influenes. Ivea the wiser
‘ommunist leaders rust realize that sueh a show of party alignment and

party propaganda woulsd not reaoct to the advantage of Kegroes ia Ameriea
Or elsewhere in the wor 14,
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And most of the pesple, white and osolered, whe sontriduted Seownrd
txis vemture, while spen-ainded and ia 2OR0 Sa008 aggressively pregressive,
&re b7 2o moeas "radieal.” One white stwdent of the Uaiversity of
Vashingten, in Seatile, whe was net selieited by the Comxittes, Yut whe
heerd insideatally throush his mether that I was 1o go, voluntarily smi
j wu\nynutmmn. Noarly 4 years age he had hoard me speex at
K the Mniversity.
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Jy Yillias Piokens - |
Tedruary, 1043

To Represeatative Xurr, of North Carolina, and his associates, sppointed by
the Eou.e to receive amd eonsider these facts and evidemcer:

Xy name is Villiam Pickeas, borm ia Seuth Carclins. lived far 62 years -
the first 23 yeers on fare, ia sehool and at oollege, workiag =y owvn way froam
13 yeare. Fiaishiag sahool at 23, I was for 16 years o oollege teacher mmd
officer, bringing me %o 39, Thea fer 31 years with a large maticaal organi-
sation of wvhite amd eolored pecple tryiag %e detter relatioms of races ia
this couatry, besoming 60. Today for 21 momthe I have served the United States
Treasury, Yeooming 62 years 0ld ems month ago (Jamvary 15).

Having had more thaa 10,000 epeakiag eagagements, conferemces and conzec~
tions in the last 25 years, I am charged by geatlemen who have 208 knowva me

closely with having had 21 ecntasts with radical ergaaisations, or ergmise~

tione in wvhich radicals were astive, specifically ia the last 16 years (eince
1927). Permit me %0 say first that the list givem ahoull preperly be 14, in-
stead of 31! numbders 1, ¢ amd 6 beloag together; rumbders 8, 9, 10 and 11 are
one oomnection; and mumbders 12, 15 and 17 sre the seme. Allow me %o ctate
the facts adout these sases or groups singlyt

In 1927: I was 25t in Brussels in 1927. The one ead saly time that I
have ever deea ia Bruseels was 1913, 14 Years bdefore that date.

In 19391 1 d14 ge %o the Comgress ia Fraakfort, Germamy, as o aoa-Oonsunist .




in feeling and an rnti-Communist in all astion, Thoughtful people in Nev York

City reflected that omly Commumist Hegroes had attended the wvorld ocomgress ia
Belgivm and asked me to Join a non-Communist American group for the Frankfort
Congress. All the Negroes kmown to de going from the United States were wvith
the Communists, snd the mon-Communists thought 1t a good 1dee ‘o taks a Negro
in their mon-Comwunist delegation. Ve had cach to raise his owa expemnses! the
American Committee asked me, as the others, to sead a list of my friends and
Scq@aintances vho would de willing %o aolp on my expenmses. I sent a 1ist aad
contridutions were made by sach Americams as Louis Narshall, great constitu-
tional lavyer; Moorfleld Storey, great Joston law-firm head; Dr. C. K, Jart-
lets, then in Chicago, nov ia lowva City, and other white aad o smmder of
oolored conservatives of our commtry. fl a Married trip te Newv York City a
day or twe ago, 1 fomd a "Report® made by Villism Pickeas in 1929, whea he
Teturned, and sent to all those who had contriduted and to the Asscoiated Ne-
&ro Press! thanking them for o.-uu a total of §382, aud reporting that
$30.84 of that amouat had deen dedusted %y the Committes for stenography,
postage, printing, ets., leaving $351.18; that the Srip had eeet $530.98, o0
that more than £300 be had to pay himsalf. Of the amowat seatrivutoed, 67 per
cent was givem by wvhites and 33 per ceat by Negro horiun, All fhie I

learm nov, 14 years after, fream this old Paper &ug out of a file that was tied
W and put avay in =y cellar, perhape never 1o de opened agaia. It s here
for your inspection, and a Phetestat ocopy. 1 quote frem William Piokens of
19291 "The Commwnists were ovidently, perhaps a M4 too ovideatly, ia ocentrol
e¢f the general mashinery aad leading pelicies of the srgemization. There were

8317 influemtial nsa-Comraaiets, like James Raxten, of Buglandi several of (ke




American delegates,

representatives of India, o

1ike Roger Baldvin and Villiam Pickens; and some of the

Those were a fev of the non-Communists encounter-

ed. There war not then aay reason to expand or %o spologise, for nodody at

the time %ad

1 warned in this drief statement of

ning to call

you lose!" congress of all Negross,

the British shut thes out

at Berlin. And one parsgrsph from th

any doudts adout my politics and wy connention with this Congress.

three pages that the Communists were plaa-

the mext year for London er Berlim a sord of "Needs--I1 wia! Taile—

%0 emdaraso the British Goverament, for if

of London, they could mnke all the more of this fact

e "report® of Pickens of 1929 added!

“All thas moie important is it that there should bde Negroes

in this Congress who
Guch a congress
open-ainied peop

bave influsace aad vho are not Communiste.
1s 1i*ely %o have a large i{afluence on lideral aad
le iz all the great maticas. Nost of the delegates,

even from the United States, will de Communists or directly under

Communist influeace. Lven the viser

Comzunist leaders must realise

that such a shov of party alignment and party prupagenda would not

react to
world,*

the advantage of Negroea in Anerica or elsevhere in the

Evidently, that P.ckxens, of 14 yoars ago, Vas anti-Communist, but was mol

so amtltious

as to think of so deing for the sake of his ecuniry, bdut for the

best interests of his raco.

Ia 19331

In this year Pickens sti1l]l seems 0 Do most emphatically anti-

Comsunist, unless be has deen adle to jJump both in and again out of that

party in the

{nterveaing moaths} ve fiad in his files the folloviag etatemeant

published in "The Borinsfisld (Mses.) Bapndliosa® of November 32, 19331

200004 157 'AID' DEPLORED®

*Negroes Misled ia Accepting Championship of Beds®

This article vhich vas carried by the Associated Negro Press also %o thelir

nearly 200 Negro pspers, after giviag the details of this Communist meddling

with Begro cases, closes with this paragraph!
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‘It 1¢ tixe that politieal organisation of Communiste
stopped meddling ia tho 'Negro Prodlem'.*

In 15341 The very mext year after that editorial I fiad 4 dlast agaisit
the Communist from the old files of that ¥illiam Plokens, such as would eer-

tainly seal the doors to the Communist Party to him from that date (apri1 14,

1934) uatll doomsday, even if by some Biracle he had suecesded in eateriag the
party aad deing kicked out in the fev moaths that {ntervened sisce that editor-
ial in Iha Soringfield Aaxudlican azd the Negre Press in the late fall of 1933,

It 1s entitled:

“INTEREATICNAL LABOR ORTRESE TXLLS 2000-XILE Lixe

Evidently, in the previcus fev months I'ickens hed not Jumped into aand again oud

of the Commurist Party, but had deen standing mueh in their way of xakiag head-

Yay among colored Aamericaas by their shem chmpionship of the cases of

fortunate ¥egro youths known as the "Scottedoro Boys,® vhich had induced the

International Labor Defemse aad the "Daily Werker® to tell a 1ie wex ealled

out this terrific dlast of lagle, fact amd umer. (If this Committee vishes
Be to do 80, I will read that two Page editerial of mine to the Committee,
But it 1s here ia the recerd,) ‘

Ia 1938-39: S§ince that 193¢ evidemoe wuld oortainly have edmt me out of
Joining privileges for the mext i1y years, I know 70 vill allev us %o move
O t0 1938 and the Spaaish saase, Ia that year 1 vas a Burope as a towriss,
All our passports were marked NOT 000D FOR SPALN, or werds to sin offeat,
That made me ali the Bore iaterested vhem 1atelligeat Kegrees, vefore I sailed
frem Nev York, asked! ‘“Ape You going te Spain?” *To," sald I, "yuy 1 wveuld
11ks to 40 e, to see Somethiag of the awful oivi) var of the Fascists aad the

tho wa-

e ——— e




v

& et g it bt e,

Loyalists, but ve are not alloved ia Spain.® They explained tdat they were
iaterested in & Nedical Duress (of vhite Americams) vhieh seads aedical supplies
aad smbulazcos, smd that they were themselves getting the Nigroes to ruise fuads
for ene ambulance to be ssat the Loyalists and that they (these eelered people)
would 1ike to have me to go dowa te Spaim, as a part of =y vacatlion, aad ses» vhat
1s being done for the sclored Americaa bdeys who were in the Leyalist armies. The
oaly o6atch | sav in this was that I vas 0 pay my ewn expeases frea Paris te Bar-
celona and dack, They wadertook teo get the visa through the Medical Buresum, but
had not seeceeded vhem the aiip eailed. KNowever, ia Paris, I wvas a week or se
later advised ¥y the Americaa Amdasssdor's 2ffice thet eur State Departaent had
cadled him to visa me for Spaim., I was slated, wiat threugh the tedicus presess
of bdeing chesked and okayed by the Freach police, ¥y the Spanish ooasuls, aad
almost & veek later took a traia for the Spaaish dorder, payiag every cemt of ny
ova erpemses, except that, after I eatered Spaix, u-o Loyalist goverameat dus
took me ia a greal orewd of eidher passeagers en 10 Jareeloma. I vas permitsed

to see through ome of the g-eatect hospitals ia Spaim, to viev the werk for
ehildrea, to talk with high offieials, etc. = all dessuse I wvas a nomimal repro-
sentative of the "medical buresm,® vhich I had sever met or sesu. One of the
officials of govermment ia Barceloms was oo cerdial aad intelligeat ia allowving
me $0 800 the inside workiags of the se-salled Loyaliet gevermment Yareams, that
& year or two later, after Franoe had takem Barcelena, vhea 1 vas preseated with
& oirculating petitiom to the gevernmeat here that this poerson should de permite
ted to come over the dorder from Mexiee iato ewr ocouniry for a brief visit, I Juet °
aaturally and normally sigmed the peittioa te the President. The ides of the pe-
litical party that this persoa aight beloag to had mever occurred te me eitler ia

i
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Spain or sinmce.

That is the dasis of all my imterest ia and oppoy tunities %o epeck for the
“Spanish A14" organisations vhea I same dack heme, The very firat meeting oa
By retura was & welcomiag Daaquet presided over ¥y the top Negro official of the
THCA., I hed seem Barceloma wader Siege, vhere our preseat frieads, the Italiams,
vere Boabinsg tho people every day or two. I could $ell abeut these Shings! maxy
Pecple wvaatod %0 hear, sad ¢0 whatever time was allowved ia detweea xy freoquems
trips outside of the oity ia my regular work for the Natiemal Asseciation for
the Advancement of Colered People, I weat $0 some of these neotings, smd with
no iaterest ia pelities told ef what I had seea and beard, At ome of these
meetings a memder of the Comgress of the United S%ates was omo of the speakers,
The eutrages of the Italinne againct Bihiopia hed prepared all celored Americaas
to take the amti-Italis, side ia any var, with 20 .thought of the politice of the
opposing side.

Ia 1939: This explains shother Suing. While I vas ia Barcelema, tryisg te
got soue money changed inte Speaish legal meaey, smother Asericam, of the white
rege, vho wvas adout the same errsad, Mearing me speak, recogaised that I vas alse
Aaeriosa, asked B0 a fov questions, aad effered to commwumicate vith me vhea he get
back to the U. 5. Ac Kever again 414 he eecwr %0 my aind watil ia 1939 (I thiax
1t vn) vhen I was sdout my uswal task of werk for Ry organisatioa, I received
& letter saying thai he writer hal seem me in Spaia, and askiag simply, would
1 not write an artisle oa the "Pight Againet Paseim® for the nany Negroes whe
ke said read his peper. I kmew that *The Nov Nasses® was a radieal peaper. 1 had
Rever besn slose erough %o aay of them %o kasv vhether they vere Commmist or
Secialist, er ether radieals, - wut I had a test for vhat they eould stand for
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and 80 I wvrote aa artiele: "y Tighs Against Yasaiom,* whisk 1 knew would Ve
€o0d for whatever vhite or bdlack Americaa night reed 18. (1% 1s page 6 12 theso

docuaonts.) He kepi urging me to tend na erticls, and s I rat down amd wrote

vhat I doadted he would pudlish, and he &id rot pudlish 1t. If emyeme will read

the long parsgraph oa page 7 of (hese docunentn, wvhich 1s the peoend page of

that article, he will see wby the editor of that paper oowld ot Publieh 1%,

That gave me a2 adveatage! I Xuev that he had hoped 1 would write somethiag
directly favoradle te Comaynism, 1ad 50 I vrote smotksr article: °“The Aseriecaa i
Regro's Interest 1s Anti-Fncelot,® - dut wae erreful te contrast Paseism with
DXNOCRACY and not with any mimority political iden., RKe ehangsd the title dut
rodlished this, It was a falr article, and mmay Nogro pPapers eopied 14,

In the article wvhich the New Kaseov editer comld not pudlish,; I quote frem

the paragraph on page 7 (page 2 of the article):

"Ry troining and temperement I sm a (lezoerat, dalfeving
in the comproniso of the hallet after agitation and {4scuscion,
azd having mo favor for olass warfars. Narrow d1ecipline never
suited me, Therefore, althowgh I ocould work tovard these wniver-
sal ends side by side with sy lramans, I could aever hesome a
Rember of ninority politionl pParties, vith the limitations {m-

" Plisd. Some of ths peovle wiih whoa 1 wvorked sade the nf stake
of memy - seeming to thint that a asn oouwld mot look wpem 'radi-
cals' as Velng simply dumma beings vithout being one of the
radieals, Fream thess (comssrvatives) I erpected oppoeitien,
ignoraat epposition. Soea 1 was te 1124 sl00 that with the readi-
cale I vas a 'marked maa', beesmse I 444 not azd eeuld mot agree
vith thes ia all things. Hike Bopor 3aldvia, I took the right
vhich 1 aecerded: the right to disegroe i axy detail. Whea 1
€o% to the groat Aati-Isperialist Coagress {a Frankfort, Oermany,
in 1939, vhither I had deea urged 30 come and to deliver |t ad-
dress of 45 sirwtes, I found that Plaas had deem developed at the
Congress te mussle B, and ether tnerioan leaders, and the greet
leader of the Independent British Labor Party, - these of us who
verse oa tho program, but vho di4 set belong 0 the radieal party,
vhose memdors seemed then im the esaddle.® Rte,

Not to Vardea thig Committoe's time, I wil1 fell more Driefly whas happened, '

Wt the paragraph 1s hers (page 7 of those oxhidite) fop |y ome %9 reed ey
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bad plasned to ring the %ell enus at 8 or 10 mimutes after we had started to
speak, with no varning to ms deforehand, They susceeded with some of the Tng-
11sh non-radicals who d14 not speak German. In my case, it was planned to ring
me down and one of the Negro American Communists war groomed %o speak after me
and tear up 2ll that I might be adle %0 say in my first few minutes, DMut

this fellow was so elated at kis opportunity that he talked (not to me dut %o
one vhom he ruogarded as a faithful radical). Thie person, vho had heard ne
speak on the ship going over, who may have deen a radieal Yt who had oon-
ceived the idea that I n'| fair and decent, evea though mot a radicnl, varned
me! "They are plaaning to tear wup your speech," relating the plot, 30 I 414
a little plotting of my own, ®Uncle Resus® style! I knew the Oerman language,
and 1 Mad put 1y speech iato doth German and English. The great sudience
(Shey sald 15,000 that day) 1 moticed vas mainly German people of Fraskfert.

|
|
f
'

Therefore instead of speakiag in Pngliak which the Russian Chairman vho was
sppointed to preside and see the trick through that 4ay expected me %0 use,

1 spoka the Gwrmea langwuige. The presiding officer was so excited that he
rang ths dell ct exsctly ? mimutes ‘A}".or 1 »ad started. Then the audiemce got
Vagy! it Shrestened to tear the place apart unless they would let me go om
vith ®y speesch. The Oermans listsmed and shomted Sheir applanse, 28 I wvas per-
mitted $0 use the entire 45 mimutes snd %0 nake ny entire speech, The oon-
servative newspapers present, one I resemder, the Ixankfurter Zeiting, wrote
up the incidmmt, praising my German speech, and invited me to visit their
editorinl offiees, whore they asked me hov im the wvorld that erowd had invited

®2 10 make such a speech at this Comgrevs, ! explained %o them! that I deleng

to ome of the old regular partics eof the United States aad had eome, mt as a




radiecal, dut with reguler Americans as a hopeless antidote to the radicaliem

§
vhich we had found there. That was the very last of my iaterest or activigy f
t

®ven with the Anti-Imperialist Bovement, which {avolved much of the intorest )
|

of the Nagro rece, 150 2illion of them bdeing 1a Africa, whieh vas oconirolled
adsolutely Wy the Iaropean powvars.

And now, gentlemen of the Conmittes, and fouo-horioano. ve ocome to vhat
®ost of us have seen to be the acid test for an American Communist, ¥e have
brought ¥illiam Pickens (eee New Masses referemces) dovu to 1939 and be seens
not to have declured nr Plainly revealed any Communist atSachment dut quite
to the ocontrary he has beon fighting the Ooa..nhtl vithout fear or apology,
to prevent their taking in the &ullidle section of his own race. In a moath
or two Russia is to make a "Non-Aggression Pact® vith Eitler, who s to start
the present var in 1939, Then every Communist {n our ocuatry (aad eves some
others) are against Say Asericsn synpathy or Participation fia the var, ee-
pecially sgainst giving or even selling any help to Britain, Some of our
&reat Senators and Consresmen were of the same Position, tut for o differeat
reason thin the motives of the Communist, Surely this war vill smoke out
¥illiem Pickens, wbo, 1f he bde Conmuniet, has so far mfsled not only all of his
fellow-citizens but also all of the Communists whom he has ever talkeq to.

Xone of them Yelieve that he 13 a Communist,

In 1939-1941: When the war vas declared he was adout to make a speech ia
Los Angeles, Cal., on the pProdlems of the Nogro race in Aneriom, for hie regular
°TEAR11ation progras. On that Senday following the war declaration he chenged
his sudbjoot and spoke on the war, taking 21, uncompromising and wnhesitating

stand squarely Y, hiwd the Presideat of the Ungted States, €oing evea further

——
T— e ——— > .
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tran our President could them afford to go! declaring that Britain and Prance

¥ere our natural allies, since they are frudon-lovin‘ democracies, that Cer- ‘

many and all who mizht support her were our enemies, and that ve should not

o Obe———aa

only be villing to sell to the democracies anytring which we have that would
help them but should rurry to the conclusion of actually GIVING thea anything
for thelr fight which we Possess,~-becnuse they would de fighting cur battles,
In a life of 58 years up to that time, I had never had any idea of working
for the Govearnment, The Treasury first called me up on the 29th or 20th of
April, 1941. 3Bat all of these editoriale and srticles subnitted hereafter,
wvere written and publiehed in the Yeoars of war preceding that date.—No true
Cormunist sided with us until Germany invaded Rusnia, June 23, 1941, Ysllow=

ing are a few of xy editorialst

e Nt aa. C¥ vt AL .

Fage 21-='1 AW AN AMZFICAX®

Page 24--"ONL YFAR OF THE SECOND WORLD WAR®

Page 25--"BKITAIN BATTLES FOR CIVILIZATIOR®

Fage 36--%000 SAVE AMKHICA®

Page 37--"ACAIN THY, AMXRICAN YOUTH CONORXSSY

Page 29--"THL WAR~-OFRAT RNITAIN AND FRANCE®

Paze 38-*THAT LEND-LRASE-GIVR BILL®

Fage 44--"THL PRXSID:NT MAKES A QRIAT SPEXCE"~-Against Italy's jump into the war.

Page 45--"SHURT OF YAR® o WhatY

Fage 46—"BUT TR SOUTEXRNEZKS 1N CONGRESS ARR FOR IT%-<ridiculing this narrow-
minded expression as o reason for others to de against our pro-British
and pro-democraey sentiment,

Fage 48°°“iF vk roN'T yAvE VAR®--Strixing Back at the Trestdmt's enemies or

°ritics who attacked him for saying simply that vden taking ¢ ”
Arewve




*1113»n Fickens - Mti-Cm}I! Fecord --11

of frirnde after o vacation in Georgla.

Tnge Mrecng-_nv "PLACE, I'EACE TC THE PEACE XCIZTIY 8% cvritten ip 1938,

yeanr defora war outdreak, in surrort of the President'y

hard fipghts for naval And nilitary Dreparedness,

And rlro there Ace the following:

R S

Ky nrticle on Trotsky's murder, Whaet Communist would have dared to call that
sirple mrder ty 1t correct name? Or if the Cormmunist writer wvere a Troskyite,
ha woul 4 net £O On to say as does the vriter of ny article, that he hns no

WITALRT with Troteky's pPolitical pians, (See Page 30 of these exhidits,)

30, nee ;agns T, 32, etc., vhere I advired the Chairman of the Negro
dpanirh Ald Comrittes that we shoulad €et out from the others, ir they obJect-
®d to our giving the same syryathy and aid to Finland «s ve had tried to give

to other wesk groups, 1ike the Spanier Revudlicams,--And see VIXNSES ACAINST

WISHKS,® (Page 47) written in fupport of the President'’s offort to prepare our
countr by revamping our War and Navy Oepartaents, In the same article I

strike out againet the rositions of Linddergh and certain Government officials, -

~ ———

which ! haa been doing aver eince they started on their welleknown course, If
thranm 2avotione, efforts And acts be Comunht. geutlemen, only in such case
conla ¥Y4jliam Fickene be a Comruniget, But he would de in o class dy Rimsel?, fi

1 realizs that {n running threugh the chronology laid out for ne by those

vhe nimmierstood me (nanely, the last 16 years, from 1937 to 1943). I have
1aft Ut gaveral of the chargas, abdout whizh I will e glal to speak {f Tama=
tioned, ;- onforing "Constitutisnal Mbartion.’ & nerting to rrotegt the
“Porefgn .iorn," en‘orsing the idea nf holding a conference on “Inalienadle
Rlghte, " angd WYing a word fo- "Democracy an4 Intellectual Freedon,® thore

things I may have done, as my organisation was asking others Almost daily g0

N KR F




»s? 2 &l ke - {talon )l -

sponsor its open and public-educationsl offorts. 1 trust it will not surprise
you that { never acted :. any of thesas organisations, end never actrally had
the tine to attend one sinzle meeting of any of them. Kany such solicitations
¥e turned down. we could not investigqte all of them., So when we sav some
resyocted naze on the officer 1list or letterhead,—~1like Ir., John Tewsy, of

Columbia, or ir. Frang boas, or a great kadbvy, or John Haynes Holmes, or othors

wkom we knew to pe g00d citizens,~~vwe sometimes gave our amen,

{
3
*hatever others Bay think, the knowing Comcunists have always regarded i
Wi.liaz ricxens as their most effective orponmt in the Negro race. They will 3
be astoniahed to hear that anydody thinks othervise, ‘
~ad now, with the permlssion of the Crairman, I am &iving hie five copies ?
of papers which shov that less than a year ago, the ii1er circle of the organi-

tation for which 1 worked more than thirty years accused me of deing the opposite

to what the present acousation alleges: acoused me, in fact, of bdeing too loyal
" to my coui:try and too wvilling to drop all domestio firhte, or at least place
ther secondary to our €reat national fighrt for victory and survival, They les
me out for that extreme, “arely 1 caanot be both at that extreme and, at the
saxe tiue, at this one. But that {s for the Committee to decide. I have only
sviaitted part of the evidence which I incidentally have,

i shall be happy to help this Committee $o arrive at say further taformation

that {s within ay possession or my zemory,

¥a. Pickens !
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g Hevs or Rereea Nrainge,
SCECOMMUTIE oF Spreqay, Covwatrrys
To Ik 116a1n Un-Aanerc oy A s o
k' . gV A X Wershi ./_;-/,'(,/:“ . ¢.
The subeommittee convened g Jaom o, Jow Al;r\m'\ (chair-
man of the subcommites) proesicanis, / Rt X
Present: Hon.” Joo Starnes. Hon, Noah M. Masonland Hon, Karl

- Ao preseiit: J. B. .\l:ll”w\\-.'\lirt-v}u_r of l'«-w/:n-'h. and . Robert

*E. Stripling, SCretary and chicf invetifeator fo e committer,
Ao present: Messps, Honghteling and Tietjens, Treasury Do

partment, ; : g RN

“Mr. Sparses, The committer will come,to ordér, 4

- - Mr. Repogrer., m-thyy procecding. (his tmorfing, \\ln-l/.\mn start
" let the record <how that Mr. Houghiteling, §fom 1l Treasury D
© partment..wha is in charge, o] understand. or Chief Adminitrator,

“ar of the office of which lﬁa- withess member, and My, Tietjens,

o Assistant Genera) Counse for the Treasury Depigtmient, ar'e present

. and observing the proceedipes, Slag Ak £ e ! 4

Let me Lay to the witnes that the nature of this h aping is sipple-
mentary to thework of amd is intended to assist Judgee Kerr and s
appropriations .subcomnritten in reaching - decicion on the stite-

. ments o allegations fade. by Mr. Dies an the floms a short time 1o
that o number of Federal cmplovees cither hall bien member- of o
were publicly affilinted witly o publicly associated witl what have -
been commionly denomiinated o frimt organizations of 5 stibversive
natupe, e 3 : 3

AT 'u:?u” i, there wak no particular charge op alleaation that
any of the people nanwd were Subversivicthemselves, hug that they

had beenmembers of thew organizations op had heen publicly assn.

s teiated orafliliated with therg, g [ Gl the Langugge, :

It-is for tha ‘Purpose fhat the COMMMer pow s in session, ad
afer we ask von some reliminaey guestions, and oy Matthew.,
acting 4 comnrittee éimplovee, hax yeked You some questions witl,
reference to vour affiliation.. if Yo have an additionsl statenen
You wich to ke Yo can do so: and in the pPropounding of ques.
‘tions to yon, if Youfeel that ay yheguivocal Yes o no aneer i
be embatrasing ¢ W et me oo You that it won't he- |
AMSWEr Ves o e Ythei wive whatever expanation immed; ely

y:«-ru-:lfu{r You ) Aplahgwhy, It saves yon from qualifying
.

b

E. Mundt.
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4
T your mN\or and nppourmg evasive, ' You know h\\\ it is when a.
Witness is anked a question. When e makes an uneqquivocal answer
to it and is ot given an opportunity to’ defend hmr«-lf he wants
to explain lnmw-lt“ We understand that. ,
Wl you stand and be swor nt
(,l he witness, W llllum l'ltl\vm was sworn by Mr. Starnes,)

+ TESTIMONY OF WILLIAM PICKENS, PRINCIPAL DEFENS?
SECURITIES SPECI’&LIST TREASURY DEPARTMENT

Mr. STARNES, T will ask Yowa\few preliminary questions, and after
2 that Dr. Matthews will take bv t‘w ('.\:Illlll\:ltinll (ii'\'c- us your
full name and your address,
Mr. Pickess. William Pickens, Ny office address.is l'nm-«l States
awry Department, War Savings\Stafl. My e rmanent address
¢ New - York City—I mean my -votink address. T have a n-q«h-mu
here in W3 .l-.zlunl_tun. :
Mpr. Starses. Give us your address in vewsY ork
Mr, Pickexs, 260 West One Hundred ux\tl "Thirt
Mr, STarNgs. You are a native-born Amexiean citizen?
Mr. l’l(n :x8. T was born in South: Carolina. .. (5]
My, Starngs. Give us the date and place nf)nur birth,
Mr. Prekens. January 15, 1881,
My, ;T\ll\l.\ W lll you give us your educational trmnmg .uul back-
onnd ?
s, Prekess. Well, my ﬁht 10 xears or so T wis on the fn|m~ in
rolina and Arkansas. * Then I got my pnhlu- school edueation
amsas. I graduated from the ~\Vuni in Little Rock. - Then
I:ul(-g.l Colloge in Alabamg. T finished there, T went to

Ale University. Then’ T-went back to l.lllmh-;_'.l and tanght 10 y#ars,

1 tagerht 1 year in Wilgy « “oljege in Texas.  Then 1 was dmm and vice
president of Morgan tnlh--u- in Baltimore. ~For 21 years after that.
I was working for the National Assockation for the Advane c-mM
- Colored 1 vupltl Now, for ahout 21 or 23 nmnths I have heen working
for the Treasury Department.’

Mr. Stanxes. That gives us a summary of your educational bac l\-
ground and your |nulv~~lun.ll and |)Il~l|l(‘\~ exper wm'v That covers
in brief?

M Prexess. In brief; yes, sir.

Mr. Starnes. Yot holil deg s from, what colleges? ;

- Mr. Pickess. From l.lll.ulv-'n. from Yale, from Fiske, and Selma
LNy m\bhlt ; :

Mr. Staenes. Give us the degrees.

Mr. Pickens. A, B. from ‘Talladega and Yale: A. M. from Fiske;
Literary Dottor from Sehna:-and LL. D from Wiley College: and I
have a ligtle diploma from the British Esperanto Assaciation,

Mr. Staexes. Have you ever engaged in s work other than teach-
ing and your work for the Nat bl - Association for the Advanceinent
of Colored People? %

Mr. Prckens. I never hyte since T got out of ~chool.  Of course, T
wag 1 worker before T wefit to ~c lluul wor ked my way through college
i ~(h()0]

4
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Mr. STarNEs.“No embarrassing implications are meant by the next
question, but it is one of routingé that we :ll\\':l\A k. You have never
been arreéted or convieted of a erime? »

Mr. Progens. 1 never have been copvitted, but | whs .|||‘v~~h-n onee
in n serdous anto accident in Califorisia, where all the other people
wereswhite people, and 1 was completely exonerated.

Al right.  That is all T have to a~k, Mr.
preliminarily 2

\II.NT.\H\ 5. Dr., \l.mhow
Me. Marraews. What isyour title in Your present pmmmf :

» My, Preexs. Tn my oftice 1 am Chief of the Inter-Raciall Sectiontof
the National Organizations Division,  Of conrse, theFreasuey_ap-
pointed me as Prineipal Defense Securities Specialist, but Lam «hu-f'
of theilnter-Racial Seetion.

Me. Marriews. On, what date (ll(] you assume the duties of lh.
pmmun' ¢ ;
Mr, PicKEN. ()f\l_hhnﬂlu') A
oS ~

I ~tarted \\ml\nw fur the Iu-n sury on the 1ith of "~

Ir. Myrrnews What js your ~.|! ary in tln.lt lm-mun
‘/\lr I'xéx ., 83,600, Pl
Mr. My ] Has lh.n been your ~|l| sitee ﬂu- '|~~|\mpt ton of
your presdnt duties?. V
M. Prokess. Sinee the n~~llmptmn ufm\ duties,
m\\~ Have yon traveled abroqd /
number of times: five or six times, 1 fop-
\Imut five tin at least. o
iws, Can you. from vaur recollor nnn. wive an outline of
places ~ll|‘(“
vs, In 1913 ' went abroad for ﬁn-’lnil thne as a toneis,
I went 1o practically all the countri of Eirope exeept Russinky We
dish not have 1o havd padsporis to go anywhere e Pt Rossin and’
: lullw\ in thore days, in l‘ I ‘

4|t'|l\c'lt'1| ]uluu- in l.w

l werit ln(;--rm. nyv. 4 went to l.uw 1 eame baek throneh Win<aw,
came back to Epeland, deliyered 20 more leetines, llwu I ciine back
home, ;
© The next timell think was{ 1929, when T went to Frankfort, an anti.
wmiperialist gopgtess.  Then Fwent 1o Germany and leetured in Gey-
many axaind 1 dhoke the Gevman lang [ went to Enaland fira
beeause in England the non! Commnni-t erowd winted toooet with
onur crowd, Which was nngle IHnmI to be non Commmni- nel tuake
preliminaries for that weetige in Frankiort,  Tho-e peonle got to-
gether and some of us wenf aver to Frankfort, and !ln-ull went on
with my Teetures, and T eame hack,  That wi- n ey

When | left Frankfort T wenf 1o Germ: my.up to B ‘mbure, B rhn,
and other places. T had been ghere befare, 2%

In 19321 think was l|u~ neat thne, I wentao Graz i Austria with

Ahe Study Tour, This i iy an Aerican coneern that was run ont of
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ew York. 1 \u-nt to Graz and 1lwn to Vienna and thra “ragiie—
Czechoslovakian city-Land up into Gerniany ne in the Gernane:

cittes. ‘1 always felt very much at honw in Germany . and T eame baek
Sthrough Fran I wept throngh France and Geneva - the commiittees

'(\n the disarnamgent conference. 1 ho.mw discuss \\hl'tlwl lhvy
would rather ba=hot with 2 H-amh-um th! 16-neh gun. 1

‘Then 1 went to the Quakers” place atud tried to tead ol them how to
sing Negro spivitnals. 10is the anly tine T was ever A musie lv.nhm.
1 went lhlulr'h the States .ll Ilml tine al-o,

The hext time was 1787 K went to and ~ome nf piy frie
knew that there werd colorml bovs in the Loyalist Avy, and tl
asked me togo down Qh .\pllll | u»ll|1| hot oot lb.l~~|l'll( “\ i
Port wis ni A not good for Spain. | told them 1 could not o,
They tokl me they wonilid ~u-nt| nie to the Medieal Burean, which sent
meditines and ambul: mees,” They saied thay wlll L get me one. “Fhey

ol mé At 3 :

While 1 was it Paris Ilu- Anbassi o called me ng and ~ui%
they hid a able from the State Department to O, K. me to Sp .

it down to Barce lona,  The Tialtins were Immlnnu itevery 2or 3 -

sdavs.  ‘That was not unnlnn able; but very inters N

1 eame back to Paric, went over to London, @ mlmall\. having
heen down to Spain dnd having a lov of pictures of. children's eymps
and one llun" and another, Faas of interdy in the Scotland Yard
crowd very ach, butthey. O, K.d e and |n~~m| me through heeause
my l..]upnl( was all reoul id eversthing T had was vegular, and I

cwent back to the U m‘ul wtes after visiting Fneland o lmh It

Mr. Mavriws, You mean Scothand Yard dets llHlll vou?ls

Mr Presiexs, Noo Whenever vou come in th look at evervhody's
bag, bt they were very much interestesd when the v osaw what Khad in
my hag, At that time in Englind it was hands off, but they: were
pather |lut||||nllu I’ muumml Hu-\ lookdd 1t over, l.\o,‘l\l||lnl"
wa~ O X T went to England and ~t as long as 1 pleased- i was
:|lmul 2 weeks—and then 1 eame back to the United States, T think

s the st tr :
\lr. TARNTS, LN, .
Mr, Marinews, In nlhn;: about yonr visit to Envope in 1929 youw
Cmentioned "ullu' to the.l ukfort co e, ; 3

< Me Presi s, Antiomperialist Cor <. they ealled it.

CMres Mveenews, In 1927 did yon attend the sane Luul nf congress!
in lnn»wl-. \

CPiekiss, Nooo The only time T was in Bros-els wasn I!‘I?! in
In) lifw 1 : \

Me Moavvrmws, Did voncattend o congress any where else incurope
in 1Y of the <ame st 2 P

M. oK N,

ds of Gertmans-, |

nen I o~pole, o i Berbm and T ospoke e Waraaw 1o 1
o Iu e Wha canhd” SN el b |'|o vornrned ont o good ety o)

Thev, soid they coubM™epe nelih, Tt was vt ot bt i

e men D meet e in Beeline S They hadd theie nen to nieet nie

} the Quaer<t for whom I \\:u- ~peakive in Fneland, had
Wiraaw.
? J

Fhev had theiv men to meet ae in Moscong There were
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