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At New York City, N. Y.

Will verify sub ject !
upon his return to the United State
1946. If possible, secure the subj

8 residence and gs

certain his activities
8 from France,

presumably in September,
ect's reason f

or his trip to France,
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B .- As previcusly reported, the records of Selective Service
Board #178, reflected that the subject is negro, and was born September

4, 1908, at Natchez, Mississippi,

: A vravieur of the file of the subject reflected that he is a
begro writer, who previously wrote for "New Masses" and *Daily Worker,

people, besides writing skits and stories in & similar vein., He wrote two
atrticles for "Atlantic Honthly" for August and September, 1944, entitled
*I Tried To Be A Communist", The theme of these articles appeared to be
‘that he broke with the Party because they were unable to recognize him gs

© & friend., fThe articles did not seem to attack the Communist Party as revo-
lutionary, but attacked it because of the failure of individuals in the
Party to properiy recognize and dal with problems in society.

The indices of the New York Field Division reflected no
further information concerning the subject. .

-2-

In addition, he had published five novels concerning the fight of the colored .
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- yfice Memor zmdzmz ° UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

- 4

| | DATE:  February 19, 1947
3 & ks X7,
g SUK{ECIB RICEARD NATHANIEL “RIGHT 7
E o SECTRITY MA™™FR « C ’ b‘p !
Bureau file 100-157464
Refersnce is mo

the report of Special Age
the above entitled case

TO . e Director, FRI

Bureau letter dated September 5, 1946 end to
dated June 18, 1946 at New York in

RICHARD WRIGHT left the United
at the present time, it is not known when h

In the February 1, 1947 edition of mzr?m LEADER", an anti-Comminist publicetdon
of the Social Democrats, appears an ar cle entitled, win INTERVIET WITH RICHARD
WRICHT", This is a translation of an article under the same title that appeared

recently in\NIE WELTWACKE", & weekly journal published in Zurich, Switgerland,
WRIGHT was interviewed at Zurich concerning Negro problems and expressed his re-
\: ssentment of racial discrimination in the United States, g

Y Inasmuch as no information has been dew=l

oped indicating Commnist
Y activity on the part of WRIGHT since he severed conne

ctions with the Communi st

Party and further in view of the fact that he may not return to the United States
;‘ for some time, this case is being closed unless the B:reau otherwise directs,
. T
g In view of the subject's past activities, it is believed that the

& security index cerd in this case should not be cancelled,
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8AC, Yew York September 5, 1046

Diresctor, Far

O .
RICHARD W, WRT GHT
SECURITY MATTER - O

Your office ig inetruoted ¢
subjeot in the Communist fiel4 olo

ation, overy effort should be made to obtain admissidble evidence te
to prove the subjeot's membership in, or affiliation 1aar.ar.nosacun-¢
In the event woﬂpuczu-wpo

to develop suoh evidence, further oconsiderati
should be ziven the advisaby

lity of oancelling the 8eourity Index Card
“ individual, :
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"':'()]j‘ice Memom?zdzzm * UNITED STATES GOV};R;«ILZ‘ENT

{

G '.,?{ 'x! : Director, FA DATE: January-19, 1943
zipu.&% S4C, New York ‘ M
A IE &
SUBJEET: RICHARD NATHANTEL WRIGHT;

SECURITY MATTER - € - b2
(Bureau file 100-157464) \\ iy
i i , é Lt

A review of instant file reflects that since subject's seve
bis connections vwith the Communist Party,

activities that,
infact, @ccording to information sutmitted by subject.
was definitely not of 5 Karxist frame of mind gs indicated by cer critical
camnents he made concerning conditions '

; ‘ ,:' /-37-v5

HERL 5 SCLASSIFIED
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BAC, , . . ik

DIt Pl

RICEARD EATHAFIEL WRIGHT;
SECURITY MATIER = €
Your Pile 100-41674
In accordance with your recommendation, the Security Index Card
relative to the captioned individual has been cancelled and you are
authorized to place your copy thereof in the investigative case file.
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Fim i -2 ALL INFORMATION conTANgD 14
" Y ERSIVIS UNCLASSIFIED .
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COMMURICATIONS SECTION
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‘FEDERAL BUREAU OF IRVESTIGATION
U. 8. DEPARTHENT Of SUSTICE
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EOD RN
: -157@[:-32ame8 M, chner'ncy‘ July 3‘0,‘1945
1 Acting Head, Criminsl Division TN
b‘() - John Edgar Boover - Director, Pederal Buresu of Investigation

RICHARD WRIGHT

- Attached for your information is & copy of a letter dated 2
1°i l.5i together with photostatic copies of enclosures, received from

care of General Delivery, Los Angeles, California. This letter has
been acknowledged. ' ‘ :

V. B
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A Negre wrijen » bitter antoblography

Mg A

‘B lack Boy is the autobiography of the youth of a 37-year- things that happened to him could have —-:—-—w.a:o.— to .:.:—w..;@/?,
old Negro numed Richard Wright who, in 1940, wrote boys brought up in dire poverty anywhere. But Richard was
Native Son. That novel, which placed Wright umong Amer- more sensitive and articulute thun most. lle was ulso bluck <
fen’s most gifted writers, was i bitter, fictional nccount ofa and brought up in the South. This is what makes Black Boy -
Negro’s revolt against the life imposed onu Negroin the North. not only a brilliant sutebiography but a powerful indictment 3
Black Boy (1arper, $2.50) is a bitter, true story of u Negro boy’s . ofacaste system which is one of America’s biggest —:.c_._p.:.u,.. B
struggles against the life imposed on his ruce in the South. On the following puges LIFE presents a picture-drumati- ow
A

ation und cation of Richard Wright’s Black Boy. None of the uctoms in =

myg of the w‘:.,—.u.z story hus pmy connection ér—a-“-u ._._ the _xxm&

4 —:J_::..— Wright was born on o Mississippi plant

reifred by a funatically relipjous grundmother.
e 4\\)&’ N.l._ b \Woi
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§ Huey Long

Hine outside of
onstrating against the use of the

" Colored men and women formed
Philharmonic auditorium Mon

~ Hawkins, Rev. Russel
~ Called ‘UnAmerican;;

% @

Praised

part of & tense picket
day night, dem-
hall by Gerald L. K. 8mith,

jeader of the America First movement.

Despite the picket line, however, and despite numerous

1

protests to the management from

ROOSEVELT DENOUNCED
The America Firsters declared
. that Rev. Clayton D. Russell, pas-
tor of the Peoples Independent
Church of Christ, is guilty of un-
American  sctivities. The same
charge wWas Jeveled against
¥P. Hawkins, Los Angeles
man, co-suthor
Fair Employment
mittee, and against
actor.
The
retary of Commerce
Cherles Chsaplin
Hughes were among
pounced by Smith.
Roosevelt was accused of want-
ing te be president of the world,
Wallace was asked why he didn’t
rum for vice-president under Joe
Stalin, and Charles Chaplin was
clted ss the heaviest contributor
to the Communist party in 1822
DEPORT CHAPLIN ;
_ Bmith recommended that Chapiin
be and this suggestion was
greeted with Joud appleuse by the
sudience. :
—tangstong, Hughes, well-known
-declared to be the type
should not be sl-

Medto;ppel:onseoUmam-

Practices Com-
Herbert Sorrell,

President Roosevelt, Sec-
Henry Wallsce,
and Langston
those also de-

prominent individuals and organim-‘ ’
tions, Smith was permitted to spesk |
gnd to make unsubstantial, {ascist
charges befere an audience of 3,000.

Au'm ; F . e P |
Assembly- |
of the Californis r e 3

end senste demanding . £

dinte release of Lieuts. i
Shirley Clinton an°-
Thompson, now under
rest st Goodman Field

Ky. ook

The officers were
their refusal to pert
 jim crow move to
_officers from the P
club, Thompeon and
are Los Angeles boys ~ —-.
known throughout o]

i
» L e'enlybud-edofhhmochm the War Department }
w6l __ (Continued on Page Twe) | Col. Belwsy, the trou!
g affsir, b
L % (56 4 p = that the War Dep&
- Alas sclous of the seriougs







s A Wing -i;

“ifliam Hampton,
L

u- “'Black Boy” Not

picture Of Negro \

It seems that I've lived in Amel-
illion years: it's only a life
time. that I've dwelled
in the slums 23 long; that. too. is
but & life time. It seems that I've
known intimately. 2 zillion black
irls; there have only

ave met in the

my age, OVer

thirty years. In all my experi-
ence as 2 black American. I've
never known 2 black child like
the portrait Richard Wright paints
in his recent book, “Black Boy."”
«Black Boy." like “Native Son,”
{s a problem noyel. Its purpose is
to uncover deplorable condi-
tions under which our ildren
exist, thereby stimulating correc-
he objective is

I hope it works, but "Black

Boy” does not represent the avers
lite of the Negro child in

L ren g
. ousierville,

ca
On nearly every corner on Ou

nei;hborhood there was a taver
As a child I remer" gas
“drunks” staggering ‘. :
heard their vile 1» "S-

never ¢aw 2 sinp

the places or %

at the open

nad develop

F 5
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K July 11, '19115

b7

Los Angeles, California

1 have recocived your letter of July 1, 15L5, and appreciste your

» dnterest in making the observations contained therein availabls to me,
. In the event you receive additional information which you believe to be
of interest to the Federal Bureau of Investigation plsase feel fres to
comrunicate directly with the Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles
Field Division whose address is 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13,
Cslifornia, telephane Madison 72L1.
S8incerely yours,
_,,,_.. Jdohn Edgar Hoover
' Director
ALL INFARMATION CORTAINED
HERT: 3 UHCLASSIFIED :
DATLL 26~ 2/ BY 5 e
QY CoboN g
v >
D P .
g g’: (C:g;gy A } (JU:‘ -;':n{_' it
‘Ig:. f&::xn____ f -
M. Nendls____ 3 12 i Z
Mr. Roser
: . TTle-_— } - IEn N A
Wi b7, - e =R G B
d T PenrangEeA— ! :
R gy i T R
Miss Gandy, R N R G2




2 JOHN EPGAR HOOVER . 3
Z‘: .- ~ oIgecTOR = L

Fedreral Burepau of Inuvestigation

United States Beparimrent of Justice

Hlashin ‘B. .
g
GRS
Pieior 4 G

s I have received your letter of July 1, 19L5, and appreciate your
a3 interest in making the observations contained therein available to me,
il In the event you receive additional information which you believe to be

' of interest to the Federal Bureau of Investigation please feel free to
communicate directly with the Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles
Field Division whose address is 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13,
California, telephone Madison 72L1,

74

PR : __Sincerely yours,

SN SN Y B sA BRI
«N\\\“QL WO g BG Y

L ~72

John Edgar Hoover
Director
L % . ) N . ] . : ) . :,. . : 3
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WKIGHT, R, %U b
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5 e, Jemes M, Mclnerney -
¢" | asting Head, Criminal Divisicn

PUBLICATIONS OF RICHARD WRIGHT

1osed herewith for such
e co 53; conzunication received by

this Bureau froa
AR Lo 25100, O
: bosn acknowledged by this Dureau.

cc = Assistaut Attorney Osneral
Herbert Reohslsy
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Dear 8ir
%c are writing you people in hope you will be sble to have A\l454
books like black boy and also Native Son by the Negro Richard Wright 0
baned as _he is spreaiing race hatred,and causeing disunity. If you \N‘,f : S
will look through the mans books you will see how he rant end rave like

a mad man, It is terrible and.alsoshe use to.mch.filthy expresoicns
the wi.ite writers don't do that so why should he. 8o for the saks of
unity. please have his books.baned. They are doing no good.and a lot of
harm, P>

L]
If the Kegro suthor cant write a book without.trying.to
up race hetred betmsen the white and colored folks it will be bett
for then to not write at a1l, {

n

= e e ) = - A .
: . e <
M

ALL INFORSAATION ConTanp
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tenderness, love, honor, loyalty,”

t The People Say

toxicants at the early age of six. uttering °
There isn't any question about Jleaves me groping in the darkness. beel ’
the undemocratic practices in Negroes do feel deeply! Could Leavin
America. It doesn't matier if one they have given America folk mu- later, I -
, is 2 resident of the North or sic otherwise? It is agreed that ment ir
: Seuth, as Black Boy was, the flar- our masses education toward
) ing discrepancies between the Through education they will ar- two be
. jdeals and the realities are suffi- rive. Butl believe that the way cific, ©.
cient to floor the idealist and of life of the Negro, the humble own you
ghock the realist. But it is hard to folk, with the white tumble falk, in the
imagine a life like Black Boy's. It is the only redeeming factor in these f¢
-~ .. _»t seems that someone would have America. It's the humble soul that persecut
>e come into the picture to redeem muakes life livable anywhere, It is whose o.
y our faith in human-kind. Perhaps he who offers a helping hand in tor saw
- e “Black Boy" is that character. In the time of trouble; it i1s he who of the !
. the face of all the circumstances a practices the golden rule; it is he In son
flicker of ambition kept within who doesn’t clamor for wealth end ashamed:
him. He even possessed the “for- position, (the shallow posses- bit sorTy
W s;\om.ﬂ . .1In hnt:l?y contrasﬁ to nois. * .
char T5ent has little pri the materialists, e capitalists, *3 !
. in his own pegple for hetlﬁyx;x:'xde the exploiters, he makes a pretty Lauds I
t “Whenever I thought of the es- picture. It is he, the meek soul, For Fe:"
1 gential bleakness of black life in black and white. who will one day ¥
America, ] knew that Negroes had inherit the earth.—Ruth Apilado, Iam &
& never been allowed {o catch the Maywood, o page of v
1 {ull spirit of Western civilization, ¢ sue of ¥,
"; that t?ey h\ﬁ somehow in it but Sorry For té‘ry:'l"e e
not of it d when I brooded S
> upon the cultural barrenness ol Race Haters -t e RIS
black life. 1 wondered if clean, _ MY home hag" e
. positive tenderness, love, honor, 9T thes® *h-s
; i loyalty, and the capacity to re. M&IE o
. . member were native with man. 1 4V 3
=" . asked myself if these human qual- MY i
- - jties were not fostered, won, dic .
- struggled and suffered for, pre- D¢ ‘s
e served in ritual from one genera- 4
—— tion to another.” m: ,
. " As I reflect about the human st )
=1 qualities of Western civilization, Af
Rusely 1 wonder about the “positive ten- po’
== derness” of the whites. Could wa )
—— there be much genuine feeling of
. within the hearts of a people who fro <
; y could stand by and permit condi- ent R
s v tions such as exist in “Black Boy” s
to prevail? What kind of people ghe .
are these who kep! others in slav- 1 '
: ery. freed them in name only, ss
¢ tried to make sure that they didn't &?“ n !\y‘ A\NED
- 1t become enlightened through edu- her AR *L"\‘\\\S A A
- s cation, signed restrictive cove- _ ... \NFU“"“ LSRN -
: e nants to keep them living in the p N ,\’\‘D“-‘LD
s e slums, maintained the idea of HC( W \S U* MR LY
ae 7, - white supremacy® The only “gen- befol \,.“ERE\ AN . \(
A uine passion” that I ever saw ex- she § ' 1(- / B
1e hibited was the unleashed spirit Ban A“Eg_:,/
\g-r“ 21l that moved the mobs to lynch. Roy
sl How hollow are the memories {rien
— " of white America that send Gold Roy
”  _Star mothers over to Europe to him. B %
. visit the  graves of their fallen Sud . . Ay
- black sons in Jim-Crow trans. Scem: ] . @ N -
- ports! “Mbw hollew. are the mem- hate . R - T
rs ories of while America that main- had 1 - 3
o tain a Jim-Crow army and navy tre .
, in the secona\ World War. Where of T
- 4 is this grand éympassion of West- min
} ern civilization®\ This “emotional beg:,
/i strength,” this ‘“clean, positive droj ; . A - i
wRIGH R: i L L ‘
//'?L’D':’.-’ g 57k &
7 g 9 .
st L : /m"qléd"ll A
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.1 IDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG
UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
WASHINGTON, D. C.
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Jz’HN EDCAR HOOVER -}
" DIRECTOR :

Fedreral Burean of Inuestigation
Hnited Htates Bepartment of Justice
Hashington, B. €.

July 6, 1945

Los Angeles, C iforniaV : M

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter dated June 18, 1945,
with enclosure,

The material which you have subaitted has been carefully reviewed

and I want to thank you for your interest and courtesy in writing to this
Bureau,

In the event you receive additional information which you believe
to be of interest to the FBI, I want you to feel free to communicate
directly with the Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles field Division
which is located at 900 security Building, Los Angeles 13, Califomia.

L2 N "‘mnow CONTAIN"D - stncerely: yours, - -

HE

John Edgar Hoover e
R ﬁ;rector Y
- - . e rt 1l et e -7




T ( °xﬁ
¢ . ‘_:, ) v
RECORDED1OO-157464-19

oA - X -® " - h
L »° M 6. 19‘05
5 Los Angeles, California
S This will wknmtladgo reocsipt of your letter dated Juns 18, 1945,
o with om:lomxu.

The nt.ernl which you have submitted hn been carefully reviewed

and I want to thank you for your interest and oourtuyin-ritmgtothh
Bureau,

In the event you receive additional information which you believe
ez to be of interest to the FBI, I want you to feel free to communicate

— directly with the Special Agent fn Charge of our Los Angeles yield Division
which is located at 900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California,

Sincerely yours,

John Edgar Hoover

Dircctoxf
= ALL INFORMATION COFI!\!l_:Té\\NED
HERED IS UNCLAS
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T T L
Brw B 5 g T hRER L

B 13 fgﬁ’




[/= pIpL o -

J03081 T
JI8A00} J83pH r

nAe-ait .4mw - mHWsch

¢ sanof LTeI90UTS

*eTWoJITE) ‘€T soreduy soT- ‘BurpTing £3TIN08S 006
48 PeqEooT ST YOTUM UOTSTATQ PTOTd 89Te3uy o7 ano jo #8qey) up-juedy Teyoeds
oy} Y3Ta LT30elfp ©3u0oTUNIMOD 0 e8] [edJ eseerd ‘nesang S8IY3 ©3 8nTsA JO

ST T08J No& YOTuM UOTJELIOJUT UFBIQO PTNOYS Mo eInyng 8yy ut JI

. ‘ou ITM
SupqeoFunuWod U} 468I84UT JNoL J0J noL }usyjz 03 JUBM T pue pajod £1Injeasd Lisea
ueeq SBY UOTRBOTUNUWOD JNOL JO 3UEqU0d 8yj ey} peInssv 8q £Lvw nox o

»

sgInsg

"

-oToue YT ‘SnsT ‘22 o.::w JO 1@938T InoL e3paTaMowide o3 axfsep I -
- GNET ‘o€ eunmp -

D “§ ‘uojtuisegg
aajsng jo juamandag sajnig Qajugg

uoRGISANUE 0 NRAING [RIIQAE




¢

}

]

»
A

£

-~ ae

& -5
aly?

£ - 3 9 'ﬂ‘
: £ i .
".. s ¢ - *'\,:
s C ‘
== ) gt i) , 7
T Rl e el el June 30, 19LS
=
I desire to scknowledge your letter of June 22, 19L5, with eaclo-
=z sure. ’
’“ p You may be assured that the content of your communicatien has been
Q—i : very carefully noted and I wvant to thank you for your interest in commumicating
- with me, .
S If 4n the future you should obtain {nformation which you feel is

e of value to this Bureau, please feel free to commmicate directly with the
B Special Agent in Charge of our Los Angeles Field Division which is located at
900 Security Building, Los Angeles 13, California.

:—-= Sincerely yours,

John Edger Hoover
Director
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It enough such books AN
are written, if enough j .
millions of people read § |
them, maybe, someday, .
- there will be a greater

a0 understanding and a
o more true democracy.”

—Orville Prescory,
N. Y. Times
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P "A deeply disturbing document {
in race relations. " —Hoyard
Mumford Jone;,

Sanrdey Ree Y AL 177772 IATION CONTAINED
- view of Literature
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t "Possibly the most sensational R —~ g -
© confession of an American boy- o¥ | ?’23’:_ > I%M“-

hood eéver put on paper”'— W Eo A

Harry Hansen, N, v, World. :
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wﬁl SAC, Hew York : May 7, 1945

s John Edger Hoover - D.Lroctor, Federsl Bureau of Investigation .~
KIARD HATHANIEL WRIGHT
SECUKITY MATTER - G

Reference is made to your letter of April 17, 1945, 1in the b

captioned natter.

£ the nb,see QQQL_%%!
problem, as set forth in your letter of ruary 26,/19L5, it is eved that
you should submit a re tion £ e pnpnnti of & Security Index
Card in this case, N\

You may eonsider this letter as the Buresu's W/
recommendation and you should place a Security Index Card in your s at

:< this time,

In 71" of the
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0‘2_506 Memorandum: - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
g : HGF I

! 100-4167L : :
TO : Director, FBI DATE: April 17, 1945
o FROM SAC, New York | | :
SUBJECT: RICHATD NATPANIEL WRIGHT r

SECURITY VATTER - C
(Bureau File 100-157h§h)

Reference is made to New York letter to the Burean dated February 26,
1945 in the captioned matter wherein it was pointed out that in view of the
subject's public break with the Comnunist Party, he is no longer being carried
as a key figure by the New York Field Office, but that a Security Index card
on him was being maintained by this office. This statement was made in error
in view of the fact that although the Nemw York Office recommended to the
Bureau by letter dated June 28, 19LL that a Security Index Card be prepared on
the subject, no authorization was actually received by the Bureau to prepare
such a card, : i 2
Therefore, no Security Ind2x card is being maintained in the New -
York Office on the subject unless contrary advice is received from the Bureau,
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the suthor of one of the mo#l wicely read

“ and hotly debated novels of recent yeears,
“mNative Son,” an acknowledged leader of his race.
But the \uy was long and the road was rocky.

" Not very‘m&py years ego he was just “a black
boy in Mississippi,” which means few men in
the world have Begun life under a burden of
graver handicaps or
faced more difficult
obstacles. That he has
gone so far, accom-
plished so much, en-
titles Mr. Wright to
an honored rank
emong that tradition-
_ally American select
group, the “gelf-made

Rxmnn’\ivmcm' 8 .

men.” His success
story does him great
credit. The troubles

he knew in his child-
hood and youth were
terrible, the wounds
he received deep. He
carries indelible scars
and still burns with
bitter fury. The life
he knew as & child is

Richafd Whght

not over. It has not changed. Hundreds of thou-
sands of other little black boys are enduring it
today. 8uch a life is ususlly completely outside
the comprehension of white Americans, either

Bouthern or Northern. But th
can now share it, in Mr. Wright's
A Record of Childhood and Yeuth.”®

This s a story from America’'s own lower
depths. No nostalgic memories of childhood are
these, no sentimental yearnings for innocent
years when the hills were so much higher. Mr,
Wright's childhood was an obscene and monstrous
nightmare, & malign inferno that might well
haye destroyed him utterly. He survived, but
not unscathed. “Black Boy” is not the work
of an objective artist or of an open mind. It
could not have been. The neuroses, the over-
emphasis, the lack of balance and the emotion
recollected in turmoil are the bitter fruit of an
old injustice. »

Shows Harsh Dramatic Power

Mr. Wright in this explosive autobiography
does not suggest any comstructive means for
fmproving the lot of the Kegro in thiz country.
Like Lillian 8mith, he can omty display suffer-
ing and cruelty with harsh dramatic power, he

who care to
lack Boy:

-. can-only arouse anger and sympathy. If enough

such books are written, if enough millions of
people read them, maybe, some day, in the full-
ness of time, there will be a greater understand-
ing and a more true democracy. ’
Richard Wright grew up in the slums of Mem-
L : - .

®BLACK- BOY: A4 Record of Childhood and Youth.
By Richard Wrighf.” 228 pages. Harper. §2.50.
— e ™ L _ - .
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phis and in the rural slums ¢_ ....w.eca sna of
Missizsippl near Jackson. His father deserted
his mother, so the poverty he knew was double
the usual lot. The two dominant influences of
his childhood were hunger and fear, 8 gnawing
hunger that kept him weak and helf-starved and
a fear that grew and multiplied and filled his
entire life. He feared his mother's anger, the
whippings of his uncles and sunts, the abuse of
other children, ghosts, white men with their in-
expliceble and capricious cruelties, fear itself.
Terror was his companion night and day, violence
the norm of all experience. ¥Foul language and
foul habits, ignorance and superstition, primitive
religious fanaticism surrounded him on all sides.
The proud, sensitive, intelligent child looked up
from below &t a grotesque, outrageous world.
8ome of the evils he knew were csused by
poverty and ignorance alone and would not have
been much different in Ireland or Iran. But
even these evils were intensified by the shib-
boleth of color and many others were caused by
race alone. Mr. Wright's uncle was murdered
by & white man and no one dared even to protest.
A boyhood acquaintance was lynched. He learned
to be servile and obsequious, to say “sir” to
drunken &nd contemptible white men, to con-
ceal his thoughts and emotions beneath a mask
of humble good humor and deference. Not to
do so, to forget the “sir” or the “mister,” to
sspire to learn a gkilled trade, to show resent-
ment of gneers, condescension and abuse, was
to invite “trouble.” And trouble could mean death,

Author Distorts Bleak Story

“Black Boy" only takes Mr. Wright into his
late teens when he escaped to Chicago. His ex-
periences there and in radical politics will doubt-
less be material for another book. It could con-
ceivably be &n intellectually more interesting
book, one more concerned with thought and ideas.
But it could hardly be & more emotionally dread-
ful one. Part of the raw shock of “Black Boy”
is caused by Mr. Wright's excessive determina-
tion to omit nothing, to emphsasize mere filth.
This springs from a lack of artistic discrimina-
tion and selectivity. He has not added £
bleak tragedy of his story; he has only dina;g

_{t and confused it with such material.

It is also obvious in reading ‘“Black Boy,” and’
Mr. Wright admits it, that his is not a typical
story. He felt isolated from Negroes as well as
from whites; other Negroes resented their lot
but did not feel at 2!l so acutely as he did. Per-
haps with the hindsight of the years in which
he has brooded and with a natural literary in-
stinct to capitalize and dramatize his emotions
Mr. Wright hes exaggerated his lufferlnp It
would be only human if he had.

“Black Boy™ has little subtlety, little ight and
shade, no restraint. It is written in a continu-
ously strained and feverish manner. It is over-
written. But it is powerful, moving and horrify-
ing. It is certain to be extrauagambly
and roundly condemnied. It will be widely read.-
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pjbembh-hqd rial 'Qo-hdmthen bped.lnhdbunum’k—
90 that they could meas- 3fencd. Mt wasnot a fear of the Communist Party that
; d made him confess, but & fear of the punishment”
thwu!denctofhlm'dfﬂntmdohmtdlof»
3 Mongaomgaﬁ‘hel‘ommnnmhd talked to 3
1 o m;ndhndupc.&hnga’lthtdnmthe %mﬁtheyhdpmhmmmmmwhchm 3
’ m;poﬂdmmummaummm »%ohmmmeﬂndthmtheynthckmdh- 3
% 3:4mnd described the tasks of the Communist Party of 'eﬂtohnntdlbowhohdermd.ﬂemonemth 3
; South Bide. 7A¢ last, the world, the national, and
73¢he local pictures had been fused into one over- ,
Zwhelming drama of moral struggle in which every- ",‘ggwbennmmmduthtmtoofhnlhpmthothm
ly in the hall was participating. “This presenta- - @htdegreeofonenu:.orwbanuunlhnmdehm .
--ﬂ:onhdhmdformﬂnnthmhomm:thnd &ndwhohnbemmnduedﬁomthembymmg
mmdn.munse"ﬁhu]ityhtheheumd mg.xhanhmmtmtndqy.outﬂ'am

Wmde,notby(hehdmd’thepcny. ' :
Ross’s friends, ‘those 3vho Znew him best! Jt was _ guﬂaedbngbefomtheyhdmhrdof&m- :

erushing. Ross wilted. His emotions could not with- Qﬁnnum-—mdewem think that T was Wwith their ]
’iyundthewughtﬂ'tbemonlprm ‘No one'was “aenemies. Ammunhfehaduooorruptad their con- %
. _into giving jn!’ormnhonagamstl:un. «puonmentht(heymumblebonwgmmthw
y gave it willingly, titing dates, conversations, ‘siriends when they saw them. 7 knew that if theyhad &
“i@cencs. “The black anam of Ross’ mongdomg lﬁddmtopowulihotﬂdhvebemdeduodgu‘dty
Meddowiyndumfmbly : .ol treason and my execution would have followed. &
mmmentamefornontodd’end .‘ﬁﬁndlbewmttheyfdumthﬂltbmth :
the




»they ,“lh fhey ulked my old Jove of witnessing som;-

cgentmd lreiolved to '

Jetter, to write them
tetheminto mlxty

'egm‘Gomm called
atwbmoandnkedﬁospak:wmemunct»
nokthemintomymm;nd loclwd the

deyhstn ,thepn.rtymnu
mwamdamm&nday St

Lomro :
said. 5Now. ‘why do you want me at & meeung?"w

‘#They hisdged. They did not want to tell me.

&If]onun‘udlme.’ihenluntoome, de :

ﬂ‘heydwhupead;mgthandm and :ﬁnally
decided to take me into their confidence. . -
“.Dxck.Bo-ugomgtobeuwd"Jtheywd
“SPorwhat?” b8 :
iR They wecited :lou;lilt,o( polmul oﬂ'enses of
which they alleged that he was guilty. . -
*ZﬂBut-hnhuhtgotmdomth me?”
”nyoueome.gon'llﬁndom, > sthey said. -
‘%1’ ot that malve,";d maid. 71 was suspicions
now. #i¥ere they 4rying $0 Jure me o a trial and
expel me? +This arial might-turn out ¢o be mine.” .
sil’bey swore that they had no intention of placing
me.on trial, that the pnymdymwd me 10

e. T wanted toneet.hmtna],

,«m right.’ But. lislea L 0E I'm t:ncked ru fight.

ouhenr? Idon’ttmstNealson T'm notapohu-

& man who spends his waking hours plotting.”.
4#100 s trial took place that following Sundny af- -
ternoop. Comndes stood meonspncuously on guard

éﬂoa.themmed.ntdoneatatablemtheﬁunt
+0f the hall, his face distraught. I felt sorry for him; ;

-::set T oould not eecape fecling that he enjoyed this. ‘4 ;

3 orhnn.thmmpednpcthehxghhght ofnn other-
wise bleak existence. .. -3 -~

:dn trying to grasp why Commumsts hated mtel-

. *lectuds.mymmdmled back again to the accounts 3
“~i7 had yead of the Russian Revolution. ZThere had §
‘-ulsted in Old Russia millions of poor, ignorant peo- 3
~ple who were exploited by a few educated, arrogant
*_noblemen, and it became natural for the Russian J

> '; “Communists to associate betrayal with intellectual- :
‘*I'm nolongera.membu i
be

“ jsm. ‘But there existed in the Western world an ele-
~ment that Jaffled and frightened the Communist &
~Party: tho sprevalence of self-achieved literacy. 3
. :FPven a Negro, entrapped by ignorance and exploita- 3
*:gion,— a8 I had been, — could, if he had the will

“““and the love for it, Jearn to read and to understand

““the world in which helived. And it was these people
-+that the Commumsts oould not understand. -

- rﬂ‘he tml began ina qmen mformal manner. The  :

.4 mmndu acted like 2 group of neighbors sitting in 3

gndgment upon one of their kind who had stolen &
schicken. “Anybody ‘ootld ask and get the floor. 3

There was abeolute freedom of speech. ¥et the ;
“#yneeting had an ‘smaxingly formal structure of itc

af ’mwn,cutructnrethat wentudeep ot the denre
"F&!nento live together.. i - i 2

& Amembr‘roftheCent:dComi\itteeoftheOom-f
-smuaist Party yose and gave a description of the §

’-sworld atunuon. ile lpoke mtbout anot:on I.Bd) :




“MONTH LY@J
‘At last I was In a position to make 3
= ' suggestions and have thom acted upon. I wes con- 4
S inoed that wehad a rare chance to build a genuine 3

: ! egro thoater.  convoked a meetingand introduced 3
anlity, and one whose faith had “DeSheim o the Negro company, telling them that 2
y ‘comrades had known me, my family, my o was a man who knew the theater, who wouldlead 4§
friends; they, God knows, had known my aching ~ them toward serious dramatics. PeSheim made a .°
poverty. But they had never boen able to conquer ‘wherein he said that he was not at the ¢

o

v ' & - w g
;'.i ir fear of thehd‘widual way in which I acted Zzg,thoatertodireét it, but to holp the Negroes to direct
asnd bBved, an ipdividuality which hfe had_.ened " 'it. Hespoke po simply and eloquently that ﬂw}f Fo80 £

d applauded him. :

B oo -1 then proudly passed out copies of Paul Green's 3
=31 .- TiEse ‘ Hymn bo the Rising Sus to all members of the oom- ;
e e pany. DeSheim assigned reading perts. Isatdown 4
: transferred by the relief authorities from the .%o enjoy adult Negro dramatics. But something b
$Houth Side Boys’ Club to the Federal Negro Theater - went wrong. The Negroes stammered and faltered -
>0 work as a publicity agont. There were days when ~.an gheir lines. Finally they stopped reading al-
“J was acutely hungry for the incessant analyses that *-together. DeSheim Jooked frightensd. One of the 4
o of the party’s innee Life it was of charges and _ “Mr. DeSheim.” bo bogan, “yro think {3 playis ;
sountercharges, Teprisals and counterreprisals. . % indecent. We don’t want to act in a play liks this ¢
#The Federal Negro Theater, for which I was doing < before the American public. 1 don’t think any such =
ppublicity, had run a series of ordinary plays, all of . conditions exist in tho South. Xdived in the South 3
_agrhich had been revamped to “Negro st " with _-and I never saw any chain gangs. Mr. DeSheim, we A
“jungle scenes, spirituals, and all. For example, the want a play that will make the public love us.” . 3

-skinny white woman who directed it, an elderly . © ™ What kind of play do you want?”DeSheim '
Jnissionary type, would take s play whose charao- -»asked them. "' ° ik L iy
gers were white, whose theme dealt with the Middle -~ They did not know. 1 went to the office and

. Ages, and recast it in terms of Southern Negro life _Jooked up their records and found that most of them :

- with overtones of African backgrounds. Contem- _had spent their lives playing cheap vandeville. Thad ]

‘ " thought that they played vaudeville because the 4

-Jegitimate theater was barred to them, and now it

turned out they wanted none of the legitimate the- .

ter, lolling sbont, yearning, disgruntled. ater, that they were scared spitless at the prospects 3

" _What a waste of talent, I thought. Here was an of appearing in a play that the public might not like,

swopportunity for the production of a ‘wworth-while  even though they did not understand that public 3
*Negro drama and no one was aware of it. 1 studied :and had no way of determining its likes or dislikes.

“the situation, then laid the anatter before white 7 felt — but only temporarily — that perhaps the
friends of mine who held influential positions in the . -whites were Tight, that Negroes were children and ;
Works Progress Administration. I asked them to " would never grow up. DeSheim informed the com- E

yeplace the white woman —including her quaint _pany that he ‘would produce any play they liked, 4
“aesthetic notions —with someone who knew the and thoy sat like frightencd mice, possessing no 1
‘Negro and the theater. They promised me that they  words to make known their vague desires. i
“would act. it e e : “YWhen I arrived at the theater a few mornings |
7 Within a month the white woman director had Jater, T was horrified to find that the company hzd
... -been transferred. We moved from the South Sideto - ‘drawn up s petition demanding the ousting of
- " the Loop and were housed in a first-rate theater. DsSheim. X was asked to sign the petition anc 1
o3 succcasfully secommended Charles DeSheim, a gefusod. e o

7~ ““galented Jew, as director. DeSheim andIheldlong  ““Don’t you know your friends?™ I asked them. 7%

- ‘saalks during which 1 outlined what I thought could They glared at me. I called DeShoim to the the-
“be accomplished. 1 ‘urged that our first offering  ater and we went into a frantic eonference. . -, e
~ghould be a bill of three one-act plays, including Paul “What must I do?” he asked. s

sreen’s Hymn fo the Rizing Bum, & grim, poetical, “Take them into your confidence,” I said. =1t 3
spowerful one-acter dealing with chain-gang condi- - them know that it is their right to petition (°’f "
lons in theSouth. .« i = oh il oo 0. wedress of their grievances.” .. i v iaiain

-

o
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>t want to ask for special favors, but
of a book which I hopo 1o complete
» Lot me convince myself that’'m

»”

to brush away an jnsect that was
to the masses of

] put things the way I foel them,” I said. . *1
Sgrant to start in right with you."T've had too damn °
uch crazy trouble in the party™ =5 s
/e laughed and lit & cigarette. o5t <
#Dick,"she said, shaking his head, %ithe trouble _
zzgwith you is that you've been around with those
“white artists on the North Side too much.”¥ou
o talk like *em. You've got to know your own

Yoy dadin e
5

>

] think T know them,” I said, realizing that 1
uld never reelly talk with him." #X’ve been inside ‘
th!:e fourths of the Negroes” homes on the South
But you've got to work with Yem,” he said.
‘] was working with Ross un
- = Dick,” he spoke seriously now,
sedecided that you are to accept this task.”

T was silent. ¥ knew the meaning of what he

-

:4Communist could receive from his party, and to
“bresk e decision was to break the effectiveness of
~sthe party’s sbility to act. Ix principle I heartily -
smgreed with this, for 1 knew that it was impossible’
#for working people to_forge instruments of po-
.until they bad achieved unity of .

for centurics, divided, hopcless, .

‘they were cynical—as I bad
Comminist method of umity

v Tk

. “igmily value of pork

"~ Nealson was cleverer than I

the party bas
: : had  -slowly, precisely, trying to
wenid. A decision was the highest injunction that a ~
- zarry. He talked of

- zbout to be made to me, and if I

he

that;

doosn’t need that now,” he said.
t he had no intention of letting
had organized the committee. I wanted
n that I was through, but I was not ready
at » 8 head. 4 went out, angry with

in attending meetings until the
‘fate hours of the night, taking part in discussions,
o loading myself generally along with other Com- -
>anunists in leading the poople of the South Side. We
"debated the housing situation, the best means of |
“forcing the city to authorize open hearings on 00D~ |
ditions among Negroes. 1 gritted my teeth as the
. chops was tabulated, longing to :
<be at home with mywriting. . e e
¢ v ; and he confronted me
.- before I had a chance to confront him. ¥ was sum-
--ymoned one night to meet Nealson and & *friend.”
““Yhen I arrived at & South Side hotel I was intro-
: ‘short, yellow man who carried himself

when he walked. He spoke 2
charge each of his words 3
- with more meaning than the words were able to :
trivial things in Jofty tones. He 3
was Bmiih, that he was from 2
planned to launch = national 3§
ng Negroes to foderalize all exist- |
“3ng Negro institutions so as to achieve a broad unity
~ of action. The three of us sat at a table, facingone &
- another. I knew that another and last offer was §
did pot accept it, ¥
. there would be open warfare. =

~thought. He swaggered

.
S \

- organization among




‘%,’ agecrelary

"« %] ghould

/. """ No one said anything. 1 walked
. -outinto the nightand a heavy burden
. 4rom my shoulders. I was free. AndI had done

spat: ®Wright, you'reafool!” =7

:‘ : M,v) “Yourm

Ty

enies ¢

#tood yecalling how, 3n my boyhood, I would

Jought wAtil blood ran had anyone sid sny--

Fhing like that to me. “But ¥ was 8 man now and
smaster of my rage, ble to eontrol the surging emo-
gions 3 put on my hat and walked 1o the door.

0001, said to myself. SDon’t

£~

o Tt

s a ; ”:: .

ik s ; R
RGRAE B
T ey

"3 attended the next v

.Nealson was there. Evans was there. ¥d Green was
-ghere. 3hen my time came to speak, I said: —

2@ Comrades, for the past two years T've worked
.daily with most of you. ‘Despite this, I have for
some time found mysell in's difficult position in the
party. What bas ceused this difficulty is  Jong story
;-hiéhlglomtumwtedwww;itwonld serve no
purpoee. But 1 tell you bonestly that 1 think I've

~Sound a solution of my difficulty. "] am proposing' ‘

_here tonight that my membership be dropped from
ghe party rolls. No ideological differences impel me
‘g0 say this. ‘] simply do not wish to be bound any
Jonger by the party’s
‘tain my membership in
theparty .
sperty’s program in thoee organizations. 1 bope that
=ry word= will be accepted in the spirit in which they
-are said. Perhape pometime in the future I can meet
and talk with the Jeaders of the party 8s to what

thoee organizations in which

MIanbe,ctpu{om."-;— plels
%4 sat down amid a profound silence. The Negro
swecretary of the meeting looked frightened, glancing
2 Noslwn, Evanm, and EdGromn. = 7

unit ineeting and asked for a & el
. s What do you mean?" I demanded. '~ ' 5
' ;= No one can resign from the Communist Party.”

decisions. ‘1 should like to re-

has influence, and I shall comply with the

“Jn a decent and forthright manner. 1 had not becn 3

“itter. T had not raked up a single recrimination.

had attacked no one. 1 had disavowed Bothing.

- The neat night two Negro Communists called at

* 4my home. They pretended to be ignorant of what
“shad happened ut the unit meeting. “Patiently I
-sexplained what had occurred. . L
‘story does ot agree with what Nealson
says,” they said, revealing the motive of their visit.
“7And what does Nealson say?” X asked.
“%J e says that you are in league with aTrotskyi

" group, and that you made an appeal for other part

' gnembers to follow you in leaving the party.” -

" party clean. If Nealson’s

“=You can’t resign,” they told me.

_ X Jooked at them and laughed.
% You're talking crazy,” 1 said. ;
. - Nealson would expel you publicly, cut the
_:ground from under your fect if you resigned,” they
" said. “People would think that something was
. - wrong if someone like you
- Bide.” ,

“.<gret, underground tactics of the political movement
“.of the Communists under the tsars of Old Russial

" .whatever to the reality of their environment.
™ Tell Nealson that if he fights me,
Tl fight him,” I said.
where it is, then all right. If he thinks1
~him publicly, he’s crazy!” -

. #*What?”.] gasped. *'That’s not true. 1 asked!
. ¥ghat my membership be dropped. 1 raised no politi- 4

cal issuce.” AWhat did this mean? I sat pondering. | 3
- . %] ook, maybe I ought to make my break with the
going to act this way, !

RS,

quit here on the South

X was angry. Was the party so weak and uncer-
_4ain of iteelf that it could not accept what Yhad said
“at the unit meeting? Who thought up such tactics? A
“Then, suddenly, 1 understood. “These were the se- ]

-“The Communist Party felt that it had to assassinate
" me morzlly merely -because I did not want {0 be
. <bound by its decisions. 1 saw now that my com-
-rades were acting out a fantasy that had no -elation &

then, by God,
“#]f he leaves this damn thing &
won't fight




: popuhr because he is your political opponent. But

}um intently, observed him mmutely. for 1

1 Ivllhan;_one of the Jeaders of World.

= e ; ' Pl
dadmhthwumuhn. Then perhaps
.m?luttbumnotmdxated g

5 l-—a-.

befou nnswenng “Hohd not uked me -

, but had hinted in a neutral, teasing way.

: Ihdbemtold.wdludforapubonfmm
%e perty on the ground that he was “anti-leader- °
#ship™; and if a member of the Communist Inter-
uomlmnhngmed’lwnnfnendofnmn

Mmhapdhd.hemhdxma!yuhngmexf_

was loyal or mot. :
i ~9!20.»m:»t;m-t.«mhﬂyctnemhul’mme,"Ismd
'ﬁmﬂy.‘wmlhnwhmweﬂ in fact, quite well.” °
=24 he lan"t your friend, how do you happen to .

%Mwweﬂ?‘buked. hng!ungtonoftenthe
“shard threat of his question.

e éﬂmmmmmtofhmﬁfemdl know
‘;&nnuvdl perhaps, as anybody,” I told him.
_3+%J heard about that,” be said. *Wright. H a-hn.
y, Jet me call youl)ack.hunh?"
#2Go ahead,” ] said. -

" #™Dick,” -he said, “‘Roa isa uuond'm He
: to Jet the weight of hiz accusation sink in.
¢ meant that Ross’s militancy was extreme. *We

unists don't ‘dramatize Negro nationalism,”

$ec.

we 16

Fdhe 3aid h"vmoe-tht hugbed.uowwd nnd

'm not concerned about Ross's politics at &ll. The
‘gnan struck me as one who typified certain traits of -
the Negro mxgrant, I've alrcady oold a story basod

n an incident in his life.”” st
Nealson became excited. =
#What was the incident?” he nsked. 5
*Some trouble he got mto when hc was thu’teen 3

“iyears old,” I said.
lnunnth dinetedstmaormmunt _

0h, 1 thonght it was polmml i hc smd shrug.
wng. - &
"But Tm tellmg you tlmt you are wrong about E
that,” I explmned “I'm not trying to fight you =
with my writing. I've no political ambitions. You g
-must believe that. I'm trying to depict Negro life.”

**Have you finished writing about Ross?”

#No,” I said. “I dmpped the idea. Our party »
smembers were suspicious of me a.nd ‘were ;frmd to .

5 3&11‘." He laughed.

“*Dick,” he began we' re short of forces “
:‘acmg a grave crigis.” .
. *The party’s nlwuyw fucmg a cnsxs," I sand
'~ His smile left and he stared at me. ~
~“*Yon're not cynical, are you, Dick?” he psked b
~ *No,” I said. “But it’s the truth. Each week, B
Aach month there’s a crisis.”
~*“You'rea fi unny guy,” he said, laughmg, snomng L

‘mgain. “But we've got a job to do. We're altering

- our work. Fascism’s the danger, the danger now to 3
* ‘a1l people.”

#J understand,” I said.

Y “"We've got to defeat the Fascasts.” he gaid,
gmorting from asthme. *We've discussed you and ]
“ Zmow your abilitics. ‘We want you to work with us.
‘We ve got to crash out of our narrow way of work-
*ing and get our message to the church people, stu- -
* "dents, cdlub people, professionals, middle class.

' - "*I’ve been called names,” I said softly. “Is that

- -wgrashing out of the narrow way?” s

“*Forget that,” he said. b

- “He had not denicd the name-calling. Tbat meant -
~ahat, if I dxd not obey him, the name-caﬂmg would

_ degin ag

: : i | don t know if I fit into things,” 1 said opcn!)

~<‘We want to trust you with an unportant amgn-. =
~zgment,” he said. 25
- What do you want me to do?” g
+“%We want you 1o organize a commmee a,gamst
“‘the high cost of Living.” h
~*The high cost of living?” 1 exclauned "WV hat
do 1 lmow nbout such thmgs?“ o
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_,thelohnlheddnhmdnmlved.l samother a

1 party relations. I avoided

dmitted
«amlnduﬂtohow

%mgthewde‘ : uuomedhmtoﬂmnwspect'

n;y]pme ;nd informed me nl",\ -

Mgbmmmpdﬁontumammm

egro; hehad m:do:peechumﬂm]{mhn hehad

imokmwmsmmhmdf.
WhydouNenhonedlmthxt?" asked

Be nyn tlntyon ueapetty bourgeom degen-

.¢.,'

: ,.fl‘herewunonnsm Idwdedthatmyrelatxon—l
'%pmththepanymahoutover.lshouldhaveto i
.lenvext. “The attacks were growing worse, and my

“iagefusal to react incited Nealson into eoining more
~4bmrdphnsea. I was termed a *'bestard intellec-

tusl,” an “incipient Trotskyite®; it was  claimed

ghat X poneuad an ,gnu-lndenhxp attitude” and
. that T was manifesting “seraphim tendencies” — 8

phrase meaning that one has withdrawn from the

struggle of life and considers oneself infallible.
“Working all day and writing half the night brought
4ne down with a severe chest ailment. ‘While I was

ill. 2 knock came at my door ©ons morning. My
o ~with Buddy Nealson. He was s short, black man ;

' 721 was suspicious. ‘Was this s political tﬂlﬂ

v b ‘a.lll
’mnddy Nulm was ﬂm’Nagm wbohd formn-f

. »dhldnotmdgood dny.andb

%o say it.’ Behndnotunﬂed.md nutherhsd L He
“Jooked curiously at my bleak roo '

*"'Thiailthebomeof a bastard mte]lectuﬂ."lent
bhnlnng I oould not mdum

im standing there s0 stone-hke. Co:nmon dooency‘
'~ anade me say, “Sit down.” s h

zHis shoulders stiffened. i i

_*P’m in & hurry.” e spo l:ehkean lrmyoﬁcer
.-‘""‘Whltdoyouwmttotellme?" o

=*Do you know Buddy Nealson?” he asked.

i

“lergrhat sbout Buddy Nealson?” I asked, com-

“sgmitting myself to nothing until I knew the hnd oﬂ"'}

~reality I was grappling with. .. -
“*He wants to see you,”.Ed Greenmd.
~ ~#-What about?” I esked, still suspicious.
“He wants to talk with you aboutyour party
work.”hemd. hikotd
“*I’m ill and m‘tneelnm until I'm well,” 1 md
" _2¥d Green stood for a fraction of & second, then

: mmedonhmheelandmnrchodoutofthemom.

‘When my chest healed, I sought an appointment

| ':-wmh an ever mdy gmile, thick lipe, a furtive man-

dm:urpodum

doqmtauthondhn :
’mthou;hhsmmdworkodmafme.;manMdﬂ

~per, mnd a greasy, sweaty Jook. His bearing was -
_“nervous, self-conscious; he seemed dwnyl to be hid-

ing somc deep irritation. He spoks in short, jerky
ser tracet, hopping nimbly from thought to thought,
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ARTICIES IN ATLANTIC MONTHLY ¢

&)
Subject, M@p articles sppearing in t<hs August
and September, 19Ul issues of the SATIANTIC MONTHLY® magasine were esphatically
brought to the public's sttention by ocnsiderable publicity in the Mew York
NEXEPApPETs . :

mhlJZB.JShhth.l-!orkBorddmm s lengthy
article entitled,"NEGRO AUTHOR CRITICIZES REDS AS INTOLERAKT". This articls
states that WRIGHT in discussing his bresk with the Communists ssid that the

counmhthrty-btrahipranghhwmdthcpcﬁodmmhturptﬂd»
1932 or early 1933 to 1540, and his early association with the Commmists in A
mmommmma7mumumu3.m'mmm. 1
WRIGHT stated mtbwuimuhdinluta‘k end a__—*
uhtuuhipdthth-hrtynntﬂwwvhonbhﬂtbm.\mm._
wmnmmnm.-mmu,_cﬁuu-mwmtmuq

By Comfmists.® Be sald further that be did

today es effective instruments for 80C 31 change, and-dascribed thea &9 being .-
too much the victims of the very society they are trying to change, resulting

w67, R, (70 ',CDNHDB‘\M—
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often in intolerance and DAITOWNDSES.

. - -

A similar srticle sppeared in the Mew York Jownsl-dmerican for '

19LL entitled”REDS ALL WRONG, WRIGHT QUITS'EM™. This article states that
mtunccmhIRIGHrmomoftbohighprhmuthewm :
steunchly defending Red ideology es the cnly possibls political philosoply far }
his rsce, buttodayheuhurlingopitheultmfmcommhtmm. -
This article also referred to the story appearing in the ATIANTIC MONTHLY end
quotod the same ststements which appeared in the other nswspapers.

The Washington Field Office also forwarded 8 letter to the Hew
York office bringing to its attention an itex from the columm,®The Weeld
Today® by GEQRGZ S. SCHUTIER appearing in the August 5, 1944 issus of the
Pittsburgh Courier. YThis item called attention %0 WRIGHT's &xrticles in the
Atlantic Montkly and commented triefly upon it. -
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It is also interesting to mste that considereble publicity was given
WRIGHT's articles in the Deily Worker nswspaper. In the Daily Worker for |
August 6, 19LL the colurm by BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR. entitled, "Hew Times®
contains what it terms "a few words on RICHARD WRIGHT and New Ideas™, DAVIS
considers first the promises of WRIGHT as an author, which was indicated by
his book,"Native Son®. Be then refers to what he calls the public and wholly
wnjustifiable attack on the Communists, who were the very organisation whose
outlooks had helped WRIGHT create his masterpisce. DAVIS stated that accord-
ing to WRIGHT's statements, be withdrew from the Communists in 1940, DAVIS
asked why be waited until now to make this break public and questions whom
WRIGHT is trying to impress. DAVIS refers to WRIGCHT's sttituds as a form of
superleftisa which puts him in a class with NORMAK TEOMAS and other "Red-Baters®
DAVIS comments that this attack by WRIGHT comes at & crucial election tims when
the future state of the negross requires the re-election of Roossvelt.
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It is o poted that in the Daily Worker of August 15, 19k an
article by RO OR is entitled,"Mr. WRIGHT DIDN'T DISCOVER IT®. MINCR
begins his artic dthth-comntthltintbahﬂtdommm o
mm'mmm.mrormcmmmmummwmmt,m
Communists have no concern whatsoever with persusding people to be loyel
ths Commmist organization per se; that WRIGHT did not discover that the
thhgroquinduuntywbolnnltotbpoophlcmomdthnum
-that then loyalty to the Commnist arganisstion will take care of itself, -

iz

kP -®  LTNOR says that in WRIDHT's aiticle in the ATIANTIC MOMTHLY be
: takes a position on far dbigger questions than whether a psrsdn likes Communists.
Hs says that RICHARD WRIGHT forgdtthetightotthekmpoophmdmum
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up the cause of those who are endeavoring to acoentuste reciel divisioms. D.
poinmts out that in his article WRIGHT in seversl instances refers to individuals
aa "a Jewish chep¥, ®a Jewish boy®, and "his Jewish wife". i

mmwt&m-tmmmmwb.m,mam
¥ithout RICEARD WRIGHT?", MINOR says ®Yes", that any great movemant of the
peopls can do without axy individusl,

Itwabathtutthtctichsmwitmw
¥r. WRICET's, ®1 Tried To Be 8 Commmnist®, by both BENJAXIN J. DAVIS, JR. and
mmmmtﬁtmmﬂtWMimmhﬁmww
upon this statement by WRIDHT. The matter even reached the Brosdway Columms
and in the column of DANTON WALXER in the New York Dyily News of .
Angust 28, 15LL wherein it is stated that SRICHARD WRIGHT, suthor of ®Native
lm',hu-umdnnm‘ar-itbhuwo—prtuﬁalmthouhnﬁcw
called ®I Tried to Bs & Commmmist.®
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_ o1 TRIED 70 B A COMMINIST® by RICRARD WRIGHT.

sm———"

3 ¢ 19l isswe of the
mfustmwmtzhm%‘m WRIGET

& o i vhich
Atlantic Monthly megesine end coa ._ﬁ.natnihﬂomunghth

;Czi&'gigz‘ mo‘:f 'hiff.‘.’%{“u wes amased to learn that many ef

¥ mh, €920 "Sommnist Party and be describes his entries into

these boys i3 work in the John Reed Clb. In regard to the Commmist

$hee Bsture which be first read be stated that it was not the economics of
mrtbgmtpwuoftn&&im,mthmitmntdw-

ground politics that claimed me; my attention was csught by the similarity of the

experiences of workers in other lands, by the possibility of uniting scattered

but kindred peoples into & whols. Tt seemsd to me that here at last, in the

reals of revolutionary expression, Begro experience eculd find & homs, & function-

ing value and rols® A

WRICHT became a leader in the John Reed Club and eomtributed

“ to such publications as "left Franmt®, ®Anvil, and "New Masses". In his

presentation WRIGHT points out that his first misunderstanding with other
Begro Communists grew out of the fact that becauss of his publiceations and
writing they classified him as an intellectual,

&momwficnltyﬁthtbhrtyuwmd
hhdfm.wm&mlﬂoofmw,.lomw. VRIGHT
says that ROSS typified the effective street agitator, and was a Southern
bornlogromoh-dd.gntodtotbiorth. and whose life reflected the crude
hopes and frustretions of the peasant in the city. WRIGHT felt that if he .
oould get ROSS! m:'ybooonld-hknommofthourﬁcultminhsmt.h
mwm-mof;tonpoophtomuhmmm. Word spread of this
nctiﬂtydmmmmtbcmmnthrty,mdbmmudhsup-ﬂ s
activities. : ; ; g

T - These articles by WRIGHT are auto-biographical in mature, amd .
WRIOH? .pgints out at this time thal he gave up the idsa of blogrephicsl - -
sketches on individuals he mst, and se tled upon writing short stories
the-urulhohldgotunfmkcss.ndmm. One such story was
published in an anthology under the titls of ®Big Boy leaves Homs ,%

.
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mIGmnwmhtimlMMmuthot—rd
1934 and was stunned at the decision announded by a nationally knowmn Commumist
to dissolve ths clubs, WRIGHT said that hs asked Why", and was told
diuolutianmbocmothoclnbcdidnotmmwpwphlfmm.

The conclading portiom of this first article deals with WRIGHTS
:ttcuptluttbcwofmmmbmmﬁnlu’kciwhlﬂ.

The second articls in ths Septesber 19LL issus of the Atlantic

Monthly commences with WRIGHT's work after the dissolutiocn of the Jobn Reed
Clubs. Be said thet st this time be avoided wnit meetings for fear of being
subjected to discipline, Be tells them in an assignment by the FParty directing
him to organize a committes ngﬁnstthchighcostotliﬂnz,’ladbanbuqmﬂy
entered into this work. Later on he was asked to go to Switserland as & Youth
mhgaummumwutm,butbmmnmnm
interfered with his writing. '

il Be relates the stary of & wit meeting st which be requested that
his megbership be dropped from the Party rolls, although he desired to retain
his membership in those organisations in which the Party bas influence, and
hoped that mti.inthafntmh.cmm-setmdulkwith&rtym
a8 to what tasks he oould best perfarm. mmumdmjmuudumw
ether members mmummw-;mmu-mmam'm
contrary to those of the Communist Farty.; A considerable portion of this
"Iimmichhwudbtbtrm'iwhtbmhrtyotm'l
Mmemmuumumud-wmtwuwu
pu-pmduingitinhhmtinzn. He dwells at considsrable length en the

Mlloy-sntofthoohgrpsmthiltrhl,tu-mrdihmm
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