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Firebombing Remains a Rubble

Judith Miller

Muriel "Mac" McCann, manager of the
recently fire-bombed Mor or Les
women's bar in St. Louis, Missouri,
was finally cleared of the arson
charge thrown at her for allegedly
bTowing her own tavern up.

Citing lack of evidence, the St.
Louis Circuit Attorney's Office on
October 16, closed its case on the
fire-bombing and refused arson war-
rants against Ms. McCann, the only
suspect in the case.

Assistant Circuit Attorney Michael
L. Sullivan said there is no doubt
the fire was caused by arson but he
noted that police had failed to pro-
vide evidence that would connect any-
one to the incident.

The fire and explosion that destroy-
ed the bar occurred in the early morn-
ing hours of September 11. There was
evidence of arson, including two 5
gallon plastic gas containers that
were found on the second floor of the
building, where Ms. McCann had been
living until several weeks before the
fire. If she had not moved out, it is
quite possible that she would have
been killed in the blaze.

The tavern's licence was to have ex-
pired September 4 in the face of op-
position in the neighborhood to its
feminist and lesbian patronage. A maj-
ority of first floor tenants living
near the bar signed a petition oppos-
ing license renewal, but a suit was
filed on behalf of Bonita Stephens,
the bar's owner, challenging the con-
stitutionality of the petition, and
the _Ticense was extended after a re-
straining order was secured in behalf
of the owner.

"The Concerned Citizens Against
Violence," an ad hoc group made up of
patrons of the bar and sympathizers, °
blamed tension and hostility in the
conservative neighborhood for the

_ fire-bombing. According to police,

there had been a series of phone :
threats made against continued oper-
ation of the bar.

Neighbors reported that a man with
the name Ernie on his shirt said he
saw three men leave the scene in a
pickup. He thought it was strange
that they didn't get out of the truck
but Teft a moment after the blaze e-
rupted. One neighbor reported, "I
heard the explosion and I saw the man
who did it leaving the scene."

So why has the arson case been
closed leaving McCann as the only
suspect in the case? In the public's
mind is McCann still guilty, since
she was only cleared due to “lack of
evidence"? "I feel Tike I've been
crucified by the press and TV, all of
whom have named me as the primary sus-
pect...the police and press have mace
me out the culprit," stated Ms. McCann

Although the media had not reported
it, Ms. McCann was never booked for
arson. She was simply held on suspi-
cion and then released. The press had
further charged that McCann had "my-

_steriously" moved out of her apart-

ment the day before the bombing. She
had, in fact, moved out three weeks
before, after a bomb threat which she
had reported to the police.:

Since ‘the opening of the Mor or Les
bar in March 1979, there have been
repeated harassments of women with
increasing incidences of violence.
Verbal harassment of women finally
mushroomed into threats of bodily
harm, destruction of property, sniping
at the bar during business hours, and
repeated bomb threats, and finally
the actual fire-bombing that turned
the place to rubble.

For eleven years Mac McCann has
fought many battles in the much needed
war against injustices toward women.
Is it for this reason that the media
has "Crucified" her? McCann, however,
will keep on fighting. Says McCann,
"Through all our history women have
been filled with guilt and fear, made
to feel helpless in the face of con-
stant injustices. I say no more. We
must stand up and fight. I believe
with all my heart that if we stand to-
“gether we cannot be defeated."
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