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“BTANDARD FORM NO. 84,

Oﬂice Memomndum e UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT

TO 1 SAC, WFO (100-15L433) DATE: 3/4/58

o - b€

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED

R R » HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED
ey | DATE alulga__ BY 5Pidc

or. 2/4/58,the Passport Officey .ept, of State, made available the subject's
passport file. It indicated the subject was born 9/L/08 at Natchez, Miss.

The file had Thermofax copies of FBI reports by the WFO and New York
offices,

The subject, on2/13/58, executed an affidavit in which he admitted
CP membership from 1932 to 1942, He is in Paris, France'at the present time.

Tt is suggested that the subject's case be opened and assigned in
order that all pertinent information may be obtained. The file is now avail-

able,
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Special Agent in Charge “
Few York, New York B/‘ﬁ
/Cletif " RE: RICHARD WRIGHT
INTEREAL SECURITY = SEDITION
‘fg
#/" Dear Sir:
M/'él// The Bureau desires that it be advised as to
:/ the exact status of this case at the present time.

Very truly yours,
do h.mw

John Bdgar Hoover
Director

/\ LN 22 1942 | -
. . Y. C. : ‘!,;-I',:§
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WRIGHT, Richard
New York City

SubjJect's nmne appears on a 1ist of e
sponsors of the Citlzens' Non-Par t1san B SR
Com..ittee to ¢lect Benjamin J, DAVIS, Jr., o
Communist Party camdidate for the New York o
City Council from Manhattan. :
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New York 7, New York . S

June 3, 1944
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i a2y -apr BT

Pr

Dear Sir:
Ir connection with an investisation Veing con=-

ducted by this Bur

Please refer to our file No. 100=41674 ,

when forwarding to this office:

b€

_ er is greatly
appreciated.

Very truly yours,

E. E. CONROY
Special- Agent in Charge - o
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story is told in the

AN

DATE 23- ';1}_//8/35‘1 t

WRISHT, R. &

PZTTSBURGH COURIZR

herm - oy
AUGUST 5, 1944 oI TI O

took THORATA Wrighf‘;%
«Native Son” fame, from 1933
to 1944 to discover that Com-
munists are “pnarrow-minded,
bigoted, intolerant and fright-
ened at new ideas which don't
£t into their own.” He has
also discovered at this late
date a “icmentable regres-
gion” i the Reds position on
the American Negro. Tlm
Augus

Atlantic Mo:thiy. The: mil-
itancy on the Negro has vaip
ished, he chargces. i

* &« &

ALL Tils WAS obvious to hon-
est, alert minds from the
ning. As agents of a forelgn gov-
ernment, secretly committed to the
overthrow of American instifu-
tions, the Beds are o E
Stalin and his Asiatic Tam .
They dumped the Scottsboro
. it was no longer profit-
able, abandoued the “Black n.l:u!i

White” film to speed U. S. recog-
nition and have now soft- edaled
agitation for cqual rights
it might interfere with fhe war;
effort. They have double-crossed

every bod)_'. /

* & ®
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3 by
‘ “Native Son” and ether booh.

{BEDS LIVE A LIE,
Wright's abrupt about-face from
Lhe left to the right was rev

‘Augdhist “Atlantic Monthly” under|;
'the §itle of “I Tried to Be a Com-

m t.”

. Elaborating en the article
'Wright disc why be “took
& walk” en the Party

back in 1940 after discovering that

the Reds live a lie to their ideals |

At the same time Wright ad- ,'
vised all members of his ncetoj
take a walk with him. He de- "

scribed the Commuynist Party posi-
tion on the American Negro as &
“lamentable regression” and jde-
clared that the “mglitancy onfthe
Negro question has passed to

the hands of right-wing Negrges.” |

“HAVE LOT TO LEARN.

“l do not regard the Com-

munists today as effective im-

i struments for social change,”

Wright said. “The Communists

" have a terrible lot to learn about
. beople.

i “Communists pesuliarly are
" too much the victims of the very
cneicy they are trying to : Bange
This too often finds cxpresslon
in intolerance and narrowness.
And I mean general intolergnce
in an imperious way of working.

“What it amounts to is that
hey are narrow-minded, bigot-

, intolerant apd frightemed of

. new ideas which den't fit imto
their own, wbethcr these ldm {

e Mr. Wiand
{ 3. orow
--=dir. Doyle
---¥r. B. M
A | Y13 Charters. 3
—--Mr. Go-1 o

]

RS § (:r‘nv{lb
---Mz. K_vkland

Al L
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of CEREIN 1S UNCLASSIFIED 1000 7 foy
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2958

. L .‘mlnktedledma‘ther white i 3
* Communist to ene said and dise S
cussed what should be dene to
) .zetno.a“ma‘o Cozmm

munist, housed.

. One of the white
| @wenit out sxd meturned ~

-=had had no lusk.
: ‘T'm :;?g 0 call meoxi I
r hy.hnubottan!cke“orth
i phone“”
sl!aen
up on the sidews [k
he said@ & white WOTAD |
{ Comniunist took pity on him and
H -took him to ther home where she
( -introduced him te her husband

R - A Ny SRS, SRR

" umtil,

L.
' DERAL RURFLT OF INVEST mAT}O

are right or wrong.”
“They tried to tel me how I |
should react as a Communist,” |,
he said. "Butocratﬂtqlum !
irre¢oncilable.”
" Wright got an ides of whs
Communists think of *
equality” i» 1935 when

U. S, Sepagtus

AUG 2
M ThSew voan STy
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7t has come to the attention of this office that an article
wriiten by the above-named subject appears in the August issue of _ ...
the Atlsmtic Monthly magszins, - Tt is said that Yids article relstes’
WRIGHT's Joining the Commmist Party and M s subsequent resignation
from it. In this connection, it has also been noted that in the
colum "The Yorld Today,"™ by GEORGE S. SCHUYLER, appearing in the
August 5, 1944, edition of the Pitisburgh Courier, there are two .
paragraphs with regard to WRIGHT's article in the Atlantic Honthly

This information is being furnished to yeu for whatever value
it may have and a clipping from the Pittsburgh Courier, as mentioned
above, is being enclosed for yoar further m.fomation.
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Wright, Discussing His Own
BreakWith Communists,
<lvsPlrtyFelrsNewIdeas

American Negro has undergone &
“distinct and lamentable regres-
¥ Richar

frow-minded, bigotad, imtolerant'

fdon't fit into their own.”
Mr. Wright's remarks ere
prompted by questions groging
out of an article which he s
tten for “The Atlantic Morgh-|
for August under the titig of
Tried to Be a Communist.”

tive Bon™ and other books @ls-
cusses his earliest experiences as
ia Communist parqy mempet in|
‘CThicago, touching on ‘the’ wmb»!
tems he faced in trying to hresent!
R his own {deas to the party. :
1 The August “Atlantic Mopthly" |-
f describes the article ms the t of
two installments and Mr. Wright;
k said yesterday that he would not|:
4 iiscuss the specific details of hisj
Chicago break with the Com-
munists because these will be cov- |\
4 lered in the eecond magazine '
- hurticle. |
Mr. Wright sa1C 1nat his Com- i
munist party membership covered
ithe period. roughly, from the latter
part of 1832 or early 1933 to 1940.
{His early association 'with the
Communists in Chicago, he said.
was broken in 1937, when he wes
“ejected” from the party.
', On the outs with the pariy frjm
t May until August, 1837, §. |-
ight sald that he was -
tated in New York in 1837 2B
intained a relationship™ w. nl
e party until 1940 when, he said
he left the paity.
Discussing what he described as;
the “lamentable regression” in the
Ccmmunist party position on the
‘American Negro, Mr. Wright sald!
tht. he does pot know ng reu.onl

g
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t "rm:!cly he said, *Commu-

‘nists will deny that there is any!’
(substantial change in their mili-|
tancy put privately they offer my‘
handy exguse. The militancy on

the Negro question has passed into!'

{the hands of right-wing Negroes.

: ¢ / 00 - S/ /(07 s/ 2 {That was mot true eight years ago.

Most of the batties then were led

Communists.” . '
- snswer to the question 0|,
jwh t caused the Chiczgo -

. tw him and the ,

Mr. Wright said:
‘It was an u:cumnhuon of
N a#any things—not so much & leav-
i 'Ing &S an ejection over s differ-
ence’ of opinion. I had pmy way
of -expressing my conception of
Negro experience in my wrlﬂnz]
1 thought it would be of value to;!
them. They had their ideas of
how I ghould rexct as & Commu- |
nist. There was an irreconcilable
;eep beiween our attitudes.”
“Mr, Wright said that “T do not|
Tegurd the Communists today =s
eective instruments for soclal
r.lunn" and observed that “the
. . . ists have & terrible lot to!
3 . : . urn aboli. people.” - |
- “Communists,” he added, “pecul-
riy are too much the victims of!
the verv society they are trying’
ts change. This too often finds
expression in intolerance and nar-
rcwness. I mean, genera] intoler-
ance, in an jmperious wsy of

—
v -

m g

et o

r

“‘What % amounis io is thai
ihey are narrow-minded. bigotec
jtolerant and frighiened of new

which don't fit into thei
own, whether these ideas are right

WRICHT, £ .EF

oI wrong."
pom——

The Communist position on the ¥

and frightened of new {dees which

tht.rﬁcle.ﬂ:emthnrn!'
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TO : SAC, New York

&fmom . John Edgar Hoover - Dir r, Fede uo
SUBJECT:  RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT i

SECURITY MATTER = C

L e e

ference is made to your letter of April 17, 19L5, in the E.-.
tter, Wb ol = ﬁl

L=

view of the militant attitude of the subject toward the Negro - 2

set forth in your letter of February 26, 19L5, 1t is believed that T S

submit a recommendation for the preparation of a Security Index ==

s case. g
You may consider this letter as the Bursau's approval of such a - __.. 2N

recommendation and you should place a Security Index Card in }y'ofur files at :;‘..._;8

= ¢ 7 / & —”—;__‘_,_,.5—» -q

- . Py S v - ITIE.Y e — =

9)( Wf M ‘UJX (e‘a") ‘ dg ----------- m

q OL%L' m ‘ “M ,,,,,,,,,,,,,, <o

AR laaf50- 41 TH-34
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Federal Burean of Inuestigation !

United States Bepartment of Pustice
New York 7, New York

£
June 18, 1946 S
WEMO
RE: RICYARD NATHANTEL TRIGHT;
SEGCURITY MATTER - C =
The records of Selective Service Board #178, 44 Court Street, g
Brooklyn, reflected that as of March 21, 1946, the subject's address was
apartment 3%, 82 Washington Placs, New York City.
In view of this fact it is sugsested that a Security Index ;*
card be appropriately changed and the Bureau adised. ’
3 2 1 . h ‘
W NI o RYE |
. T IR L N ..
HEREIN 19 CLoLASSIFIED oy sA 3
: . rr %
DATEI2 /2285 BB &
>Sg8k>- :% a
= 5 G P
k b » Nl
‘ - 10 ' _.:'6
o A : ‘_;’-—'“'m’ : -
0\
WRICHT, p, 3% 0
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Oﬂice Memorandum - uNITED STATES GOVERNMENT:

i s
' 1 TO : SAC, PNew York DATE:

FROM : Director, FBI

. -

. I‘}‘; 5, 19};’8 S’AULT

TPINVISUR
HER .-

woN

SUBJECT:  RICHARD NATHANIEL WRIGHT} E e
SECURITY MATTER = C -i;;;\l‘ ﬁafax
. Your File 100-41674 :.7 R

. —escman

b ——

In accordance with your recommendation, the Security Index Card
relative to the captioned individual has been cancelled and you are
authorized to place your copy thereof in the investigative case file.

100-157464 : /é//a, Y
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Director, FBI

February 11, 1960

.

Sub ject WRIGHT, according to this report, resides
at 1} rue Monsieur le Prince, Paris 6.

The following information was get forth in the above-
"In December 1951

referenced U, S. Army report:
D the French Communist Party and @
reading communist doctrine through the ™

.~

char s ac
has been engaged in sp

™




Director, FBI

PAFG.,

";he femily and has ‘made s point bffliﬁiﬁltlig'Kegro personnel’
who hold views other than communist.' Iwo
Source who had

kit
aks

February 11, 1960

~’"~!\!:|;’*?'? Emral
iy v Ve P o T
¥rs. Richap&LWRIGﬁT'is the sc¥ive communist member of~

attended some meetings stated that as far as

they had been able to discover, the FAFG was devoting all of

its time to very uncontrolled discussion-of £ 0@41&
were 'wrong with the US.' Source.stated that WRIGHT had ht
boasted that he had 'the StateDepartment iny
. call me in for confere esy the fools.'j&xKSv

.\. —i~‘!
\ r'\ ‘S “‘

\" ""\“then atten

"In Januery 195¢, rican Negro male
ding the University of Paris staeted that in about

my pockete-they

\* June or July 1950, Richard WRIGHT asked Source to join a
: tprotest' group aimed at 'forcing the employment of more of
\ - ‘the Americans of African ancestry’ in US government jobs in
Source told WRIGHT that it would be better to be
certain of facts before 'going off half-cocked.' WRIGHT
then accused Source of having an tUncle Tor attitude.! Later

Paris.

the orgenizat

jon tried to interfere with the French policy

of employment and held protest meetings at which the members

discussed the fact that Algerians, Africans, and French colonia
were not em-loyed in other than meniel capacities in Paris.”

Bureau and NYO.

The above data is being furnished to the Bureau
and the New York Office for purposes of information and
possible interest.

No further sction is being taken in this matter
but in the event pertinent informaetion is received in the
future on captioned subject, i1t will be furnished to the

RUC.

-y

v
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Tolson
. Mohr
Parsons ___
Belmont ____
’ Callaghan ___
; 5 \ “-Del.oach __

’ Malone

|churd%r|ght Novelis}, . MeGuire —
uthorof "Native Son’ Tanm

’

PARIS, Nov. 30 (AP) L Rich! work in Memphis, Tenn, st the W.C. Sullivan
ard Wright, the Negro author, 'age of 15. s Tele. Room _
he sttack Monda He did his first wri uf"
mei:f # an )'mg the depression under the Ingram
nig auspices of the Federal Writ- : Gandy
The Mississippi-born writer,' rers Project, first in Chicago in
8 longtime Paris resident, i5'1835 and then in New York in - /
best known for his novels such 1937. } /-'

&s “Black Boy” and “The Out-il Mr. S{vxrjgm gelaﬂi CO;TOUibUtﬁ
sider” dealing with the prob-’!ﬁir‘;} c:}ig‘;‘zm‘elfr:;d t.omt;e
lems of the Negro in Amer:can paily Worker and New Masses,
society. {both Communist publications.

Mr. Wright, 52, who had su!-"ye first sttracted natiopp! at-
fered recently from intestinal Lentlon with “U}me Tom's

o Ypoapitaized Satur- Children"in 103 -

a ” " .

Mr. Wright's latest work 194§a:;:bliﬁk h?;blﬁhgget?

dealt with a theme he spent a the 'Ioremost Aimersoan con.

lifetime exploring. Titled “Fish- .temporary authors,

belly,” the book traces the im-

pact of American racial ai-! MI. Wright was idenfified by

titudes upon the Negro. :a  Government invdjtigation
Ir Wright was born neas witness in 1852 as former

N?hez Miss., on Beptember Communist who brokegvith the
9 ,

08. He atLended a Beventh’ RRELS.
& Adyventist school ear his ——

ome but quit an Zn//tprr ’

't,’;t/ R .

AT
04rr {5 455 00/1/
B

e

SIE /EDA//VED

The Washington Post and
e : Times Herald .
”‘ N - . The Washington Dat N,v: —
(BN The Evening Star b=
wA New York Herald Tribune

‘[/ ) New York Journal-American ____
New York Mirror

e

—_————
‘ New York Daily News
/4 A 9_,, New York Post
/ ‘ The New York Times
! ! : The.Worker -

The New Leader

i 4’ e ‘ ' :.‘ oh ﬁ& ‘ ‘ . The Wall st'?it J;?r Z
o ” ™~ Date 4! N2 P
5(GDECS 1830 1':;:-: i Onotéi/ 1/ /4/

/\C
WRIGHT, 8, hE
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EMBASSY OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Paris 8, France
December 7, 1960
' Director, FBI (100~ 15714614) 3
Legat, Paris (100- 697)
T = Subject: RICHARI?WRIGHT
< . SM.-C
L Re Paris letter 2/11/60.,
C A Enclosed is a clipping from the 11/30/60 issue
ST of the "New York Hersld Tribune » European Edition, Paris,
- F reflecting the death of the subject at Paris on 11/28/60 ®
RUC ‘ ) / '
2 - Bureau (Enc, - 1l)
i 1 - Paris % X .
\! &: CM \\ p » b“f ' ‘/
b (3) L
e o v Fi

. \ .’-/.J /-Lé’] ) j% o ./
"+ - rpf mide e ® AU
£ I il e 53 b1

e I )b “"ﬂ C3g 5
£ - ,Wi /86 -15 7 7 5/.... :
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 The Commynist Party fraction In the John Reed Ciub Ta Chicigo Inst o tead. that article you wroté for Voo T T
e e o 1t was callod~ to asign me § full duty i Toé fork . the New Masses out oo Lou. The Author
i ting, & % “Good stuff. First political freat- ~. pichard Wright was born
. 4

club. I was instructed to give my unit a report of my :

8'_
.

RM e (R
(=]
]
5

ing, speaking. I agreed and wrote ; . ment of sports we've yet had. Ha-  19¢3 on a plantation 25 mil
the report. B : : LY ooy, from ‘Natcher, Miss; of poo
5 ".I'went to my first unit #15 7 | Negro parents. Deserted by hi
—which was held in -the short Isther, his mother, 3 washer
. Belt of the South Side—and fp- woman brought him up. At 1.
N troduced myself to the Negro me and worked fo
¢ o z - two years in Memphis, wher
- read H. L. Menciten's */

;" *Welcome, comrade,” he ¥xid, -
.. *We're glad to have’

ughing "~ snorting again. -
we've a job to do. We're alert- «
ing our work Fascism's the PSR o
" ‘the danger to. all
5 .- C came to §
understand” T said. * - -~  “Comrades, for the
*We've gbt to defeat the Fas- years I've worked dafly
cists,® he said, ‘Enorting from of you. Despite this, T
asthma. “We've discussed you some time found myse
and know your abilities. We ficult tion in the Party. Wh
want you {p work with us We've c& this difficulty is & lo:
got to outotou.rmmwstorywlichldoao(mtox
way of working and get “our cite now; it would serve no p
g messag® to the church people, . But I tell you honestly th
: i S : students, club people, profession- f think ¥'ve found 'a solution
something y? - ! : als, middle class.” . .. .my difficulty. I am proposi:
« g “ don't ¥kmow i1 1 At into :gjre tonight that my membx

" Jearned through discreet ques- Ay . o things,” I said openly. be dropped from the Par

g

g

g.
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Ewoman. | Minutes
Eslegm woman liftd her
: Jooked at the o~ Jani

anp = S
m'wémt“.mwnm’;{n"ﬁ "“No Ideological differeaces I
said. 3 ’ pel simply

school, had been classified as an
=1 Jearned, toAty'dismgy that - ; v e : of UVing? - —~-2iisii et 2 those organizations 3
:ée black Communists in my ynit R, ! ed Hipt - w:.; :.Sdmlemmw‘t gn;?m ;mplyh::t;:nfhuee;w!ﬁ:;
d commented upon my shined Ty :i-o!:vtt to uhuh“t’euthe pmn:e“ in those organizationk. I ho

 allen thing to them. - novels.
3 ° *“He talks like a book,” one of that both

[ L L] ) . . LN
PARTY DUTIES BROKE intomy a0 S, o moundéd bt
" efforts at expression. Thg clul ¢
decided upon a conference of
the Left-Wing writers of
: Middle West: 1 supp«

;
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hours. SR . R nar

. The conference convensd with I AVOIDED UNTE “MEKTINGS

. :' k‘mg Communist attending  for fear of being subjected

( r. The question debated discipline, Occasionally, a N

was: What does the Communist ‘Communist—defying the ¢

| Partyex:}ectmmuudumm,mat enjoined him te shun mid. o Tk -

4 Znswer of the Communist Jeader ' pect elements—came to my ho ; e gnortel 1
e A - Y e =4

St eddene o e 5 e e -
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SAC, NEW YORK ’ Angnst 5, 1944

-

14 tas come %o the ttetim of this offics tst an B e g
written Ly the above-named subject eppears fn the Augnst issue o€—=

August 5, 1944, edition of the Pittsburgh Courler, Lere &re
mbnmmumm'-mmmmw

m.mmi.mm.mummmm
it may have and a clipping from the Pittsburgh Comier, as mentioned
above, is being enclosed for your further information.
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Criticizes Reds|
As Intolerant
\Wright, Discuésing His Own
| BreakWith Communists,
" “BgysPiirtyFearsNewldeas

il The Communist position on the
i A-nerican <rpio has undergone a

Sy “distinct. and .ameL.able regres-
/ J |sion” im recent Years, ﬁ%&lﬁ%
y y Negro author &nd I0

/ p&&y member, said here yesterday

in describing Com.niunists as ‘nar-
7 row-minded, _bigoted, intolerant
£ ) trightened of new ldeas which
: \. n't fif into their own.”
"I WMr. Wright's remarks w
! ompted by questions gro
I8t of an article which he

writton for “The Alaatc Muntg-
| {ly” for August unager the title ®f

~1 Tried to Be a Communist.”

! In this article, the author of
“Native Son" and other books dis-!
‘cusses nls earliest experient«s as)

'la Communist party member in

'Chicago, touching on the prob-
lems he faced in trying to present

' . |his own ideas to the party.

The August “Atlantic Monthly”
describes the article as the first of
two installmernts and Mr. Wright]
said yesterday that he wdlid not
discuss the specific details of his
Chicagg break with the Com-
munists because these will be cov-
ered in the second magazine

article.
Tl Mr. Wright sai that his Com-
;munist party mermpership covered
\ lthe period, roughly, from the latter
: ipart of 1832 or early 1833 t0 1940.
{  His early association with the

( Communists In Chicago, he said,
was broken in 1937, wWheRedbe—ias

\_ ‘eye@gr™from the party._. ___.i

VU GHT R 6G . -

PRI s
e e £,

“Publicly,” nNe said, "Comn.m-'j
nists wil! deny that there is any: '
substani... change in their mili-

E
s
z
X
§
8

the Negro question has passed into"
the hands of right-wing Negroes..
That was not true eight years ago.; |
2%ost of the battles then were led
by Communists.” . t
In answer to the question as
what caused the Chicago rift be-!
tween him and ‘he Communistz,
Mr. Wright said: :
¢'It was an sccunmulation gof
things—not so much a legy-
as an ejection over a diff§-
efice of opinion. I had my v
oft expressing my. conception -a!i
Negro experience in my writing.
I thought it would be of value to,
them. They had their ideas of
how I should react as & Commu-
nist. There was an irféconcilahble t
gap between our attitudes.”
Mr. Wright said that ‘I do not
the Communists today ss
effective instruments for social
change” and observed that ‘“the
Communists have a terrible lot to
learn about people.”
“Communists,” he added, “pecul-’
iarlv are too much the victims of,
the very society they are trymg'
‘to change. This too often finds
\expression in intolerance and nar-
:rcwness. I mean, general intoler-
ance, In ¢n- fmperious wey of
working. -
“What it unts to s that)
|they sre Skrroéeminded, bigoted,
immlermt and frightened of new

yhich #on’t it into their
OU‘L&: or these idess-att-rifht,
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Discussing His Own
BreakWith Communi‘:-tsi
SaysPartyFearsNewldeas

The Communist position on the
American Negro has undergone a:
“distinct and lamentable regres-*
sion” in recent years, Richard;
Wright, Negro author and former|
party member, said here yesterd:yl
in describing Communists a8 “nar
row-minded, bigoted, intolerant
and frightened of new ideas which'
don’t fit Into their wwn.”

Mr. Wright's remarks were|
prompted by questions growing'
out of an article which he has;:
written for “The Atlantic Month- |
ly" for August “Under (e troe of
21 ied to B2 a Colfrtnmietds

Tn ﬂns ar{icle; the—=uthor of |
“Native Son” and other books dis-
cusses his earliest experiences as
s Communist party member mI

- |was broken in

Chicago, touching on the prob-
ilems he faced In trying to present
\bu own ideas to the party.

The August “Atlantic Monthly™'
describes article as the first of |
two instafiments and Mr. Wright!
said yesterday that he would not
discuss the specific details of his
Chicage break with the Com-~
munists because these will be cov-
ered in the second maga.zme
article.

Mr. Wright said that his Com-
munist party membership covered
the period, roughly. from the latter
part of 1632 or early 1833 to 1940.
His early association with the
Communists Chicago, he said,

-m'fﬂ'l‘vhen he was
“‘ejected” from the pa.rty.

cORMATION CONTAINED
A Fowh LAbSY\HED;LE‘??g;"

| ;—%ERE}

T4 Mr. Wright said:
: ‘It was an accumulation of
many thizge—not so much a legv-

&

‘—ﬁ Mr. wmht said that “T do ot |

~ That was not true eight years ago.;

*#ence of opinion. I had my way’
#{of expressing my concepiion of|

R s

ttheﬁ'oqncétmhuymed
tive hands of right-wing Negroes.!

ostoftbzbq,ﬂsthenmebd
y Communis

mmhmemuto
what caused the Chicagq rift be-
tween him and the c::mmtmists

ing as an ejection over s differ-|

Negio experience In my writing.,
I thought it would be of value to:
#> them. They had their ideas of
. how, I should resact as s Commu-|
nist. There was an irreconcilable
gap between owr attitudes”

regard the Communmists tqday as|
effective imstruments for locm'
chmxe and observed that “the
Commumsu have H terrible lot to
¥-!learn sbout people’

“Communists,” he added, “pecul-
iarly are too much the victims of
the very society they are trying

‘to change. This too often findsy
" |expression in intoleranee and nar-

rowness. I mean, general intoler-
ance, in an imperious w;y of
working.

“What 1t amounts to Il that
they are narrow-minded, bigo
intolerant and mgmawd of new

ideas which don’t fit into thelr

'._own.'nethcw:renm

‘or wrong.”

%77 ¢ 79
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that
were: It took s long time for Richard
wriod |\Gright, the Negro writer, to learn!
€ 10 his Jesson. |
Where, until recently, he was
z’gj ‘olie of the high priests of the Com-
munist Party staunchly defending §
the Red {dealogy &s the only possible. §
trick {political philosophy for his race,! &
B 00 {odsy he was hurling epithets at
his former Communist comrades.'
{ *“Bigoted! Intolerant! Nar-
w-minded!,” were s few of the

|

|
i
; cholcest labels applied to all |
Communists by the suthor of |
“Native Son” and other books. i

REDS LIVE A LIE.

Wright's abrupt about-fuce from
+he left to the right was revealed’ shav
i an article written for Lhel ouil

{August “Atiantic Monthly” under| gy Wg W

the title of "I Tried to Be & c«;m-‘l June

im;ﬁ;‘ontm oo the article - WL ou/ yy

‘'Wright discussed why he “took Rey,
'a walk” on the Communist Party, CcH:
‘back tn 1940 after discovering that!
‘the Reds live a lie to thetr ideals hop C
i At the same time Wright ad- \wn I
ivised all members of hiz race to dent ¢
itake & walk with him. the M
1
'“HAVE LOT TO LEARN. The
*I do met regard the Com- |electer
munists today as effective ln- of Nex
RE struments for social change,” !
NDs || Wright said. “The Commanists |
havwe a terrible Jot to learn about Q..

people. ‘ JO0~¢/¢ Q¥ -~ 27

!  =Communists peculiarly are 4
| too much the victims of the very | F RBI
society they are trying te change. Hl

This too often finds expression

mea'

<

in intolerance and narrowness. AUG 30 1944

N. Y. C.

|

|

| And I mean general intolerance |

' in an imperjous way of working.
“What it amounts to is that

they are narrow-minded, bigot-

ed, intolerant and frightened of

new ideas which don’t fit into

their own, whether these ideas

are right or wrong.”

Wright got an idea of what

K1 {/Communists think of “racial
N equality” in 1835 when he at-

L tended s Communist party writ- e

£N |lers’ congress in Carnegie Hall| - . FE Y

k Wright had come on from Chi-| - - @ -~ )

cago by hitchhiking with levern.l

- members of his race. R el ’ -
N3 *I asked about housing ac- ‘ . : ’

commodations and all white :
members of the Communist

vAw. || Party looked embarrassed,” he (Gra

go | sa Kida.
fe st One of the white Communists! Tuzxe
W llwent out and returned “frantic-land

o+ lleved and sweating” to snnounce bac
| he had had no luck,
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By DANTON WALKER

The Home Front

General Douglas MacArthur is in line for a Cabinet
post (probably Secretary of War) if F. D. R. gets his
Fourth Term. . . . Vice President Wallace, due to start
actively campaigning for Roosevelt next month, will be
rewarded with the No. 1 food job of the world, as head
of a commission to create a permanent United Nations
relief setup. . . . Anna Roosevelt Boettiger may become

official secre- P
‘tary for Loer 2
father; even
now, those who
formerly ap-
proached Harry
Hopkins for
Presidential fa-
vors must now
see Mrs. Boet-
tiger. . . . James
Byrnes, the “As-
st U ptaeea Py Cacil
dent, ' will quit
his war mo-
bilization post
after the elec-
J5a tio; and accepl: Apbna
a $100,000 jo :
Hall e By ~Bex Boettiger

hen's law firm. . . . France will get an Ambassador from
the U. S. some time next month, and Norman Armour is

' highest on the list of candidates at present. . . . Diplo-

matic Rumor of the Week is that Hitler has been out ef

Germany since Aug. 1, and a double will soon oblige by

being assassinated. . . . Lloyd’s of London now offers 6 teo

5 that Germany surrenders unconditionally before Oct. 31,
» » L]

Donald Nelson's mission to China is to Iron out
differences *etween Allied chicftains in that s.ctor. Upon
his @ W e w11 be gioumed to rejiace a prominent
New Deuler, now out of favor. .. . Mme. Kung, wife of
the Minister of Finance, is now the most influential lady
in China. ... Col. Carlos P. Romulo, Pulitzer Prize winner,

©is duae o succeed Joanuin Miguel Elizalde as Resident

Commissioner of the Philippincs. . . . Judge Juvenal,
Marchisio, who has been loaned by the local Domestie
Relations Court to American Relief for Italy, departs for
Rome shortly. ... The present United Naticns Relief and

 Tehabilitaticn Administration is on the verge of liquida-

tion. . . . On the heels of the liberation of France, a new
French Purchasing Commission will buy $200,000,000
worth of supplies in this country.. . Another by-produet
of France’s release will be an outbreak of Broadway
musical comedies with a Paris background. ... Washing-
ton has proof of secret Nazi war prisoner camps where
thousands are held, wi.thout‘possibility of outside relief.

Sidney Hillman is due‘to be given the air by F. D. R,
“right after the elec“'on," according to a prominent
Chicago Democrat whos™ entire political future depends
on a Fourth Term. . /. Richard Wright, author of ‘“Native
Son,” has started an uproXY WITh his two-part serial in the
Atlantic Monthly called “I Tried to Be a Communist.”” ..,

L ]

Wl % L0D0%

Plan-for a Federation of Catholic States of Ewreporesith &

the okay of Stalin and Churchill, has been submitted to
the Pope. . . . William Bullitt is said to be the unofficial
liaison officer for communications between Vatican City
and Moscow. .. . Dr. Floyd Black, president of the Ameri-
can College of Istanbul, played an important role in nego-
tiations for Bulgaria’s withdrawal from the war. . . . Brig.
Gen. William O’'Dwyer, now in Italy, notifies New York
friends that he’ll retire from politics when his terms as
Brooklyn District Attorney is over. . . . Lieut. Dave Hop-
kins, son__of Hafr?, _is 'bnck here for a new assignment,

N Y Dal, Vews.
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den behind the
8ry. that the

“steod In the
wag of his crea-
tive writing. Thev are also &ss.inst
the irterest of tue Megro Deople
and they reveal a lack of u_nder-
standing of soccial preblems. * Re-
ferring to a time when he wus
called upon to accept an assign-

ment td head a committee agalnst

the high cost of living, Wright
SAYS:
«f voe in the midst ef writing o
] and he (the Communist)
wlis calling me fro1 i to tabulate
pekcz ef grocerics. . . 1
ted my teeth as the dally w.l-e
of perk chops was tabulated, lomg-
ing to be at home with my writ-
ing.”
This clearly reveals Wright's
whale outlook and sttitude.
Wright's shameful manner of
writing about Negroes is disgust-
ing and damaging to their dignity.
He refers to his failure to organ-
ize a theatre among Negro actars

ifn Cuicago. These actors, sens-

ing how the dignity of Negroes
» show'd tr upheld. protcsted
aganst cne play Wright submit-
ted. Referring to this incidemt,
vrght soe . a delegat. -
of Negro men came to my office
and toak out their pocketknives
and flashed them in my face.”
Wright, expressing contempt fox
these Negro actorz, hides behind

what he terms Communist fn- .

spired actions against him.
CARICATURE

caricatures Negroes,
whether in the Communist msove-
ment or outside, as if they were

gles with his writings. We sought ~
to put him to writing about pork
chops, high rents, crowded houses,
child welfare shd rellef. WhHght
was dissatisfled With tlils assign-

men:. He hid it, however. But
he complained to & number of
people, never -to our committee
directly, that he did net went to
write. for the Delly Worker.

This revesled again a funda-
iteriial wontoess in Wright, Not
having previously had direct con-
taet with mass struggles, this work
could have equipped him still
more for creative writing, which
the Communists did not want ta
stifie but to aid!

He did fiot understand that
writing for the Dalily Worker
would have afforded hina a broad
platform to reach masses of peo-

pe. It showed faflure oo his part

to grasp the role of an ariist to

of the people by writing about .

their problems, inspiring them
and helping them to better pre-
pere and organize their strug-
gles.

N. Y. EXPERIENCE

 The expianation ol this weak-
ness is that Wright never identl-
filed himself with his people.
preferred to be aloof from them,
isolsted from them and left ainne
“at home with his vriﬂn‘

R

e r—— ="

_en Wright's charges. That I8 .

'_'mm:mnm
me.
-. PFrom Iy knowledge I

'.ple are trylrg to chiose trmu,n

He

< e—— e

here that could throw ‘more light

why the absence of them in th

that the cry that the Commun-
ists tried to hold him down s ol
what prompted w:—tght to dl
what he did.
" Resading erghts articles tn
the Adantic Monthly, no fair-
minded person could lay them
aside feeling that Wright bas |
made a case of himself, unless !
is a rationalization of his own :
weaknesses. A few things are. |
clear. What Wright did is ers
making a hgrntn to g=t_into the
good graces of those who have

'ﬁ“ v

.Nowwen.reh.cedvithacru-
cial election when the Negro peo- )
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OF THE *
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

American Embassy
Paris 8, France

October 29, 1958
Director, FBI
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THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Amerlican Embassy %, e
i Paris 8, France % - .. ML I¥PoR T 08 00
: HIZlinrs Clorresy
) EE:zrriHa::sHSﬁ:
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7 A , To: Director, FBI ‘4}} X4 )
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E = Subject: RICEARD wRIGHT S '
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= iy ‘\_' - o 0
- <. e
_“ g Re Paris letter 6/26/58. d b(
£ 2
s v
SEH fny adcditional inforr.ation coming to the attention
A ol this office concerning the subject will be forwarded to‘j
S, the Bureau,
;}“ . One extra copy of this letter is provided for trans-

mittel to New York, office of origin.
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- Indices of the Chicago Office reflect that
b RICHARD WRIGHT, the author of "Native Son" in 1936 and
&7 1937 was using the addresiﬁgf Apartment Number 1, 3743 Indiane
= Avenue, Chicego, Illino%z. o
= BUREAU / : ‘ b ,¢
e It 1s requested that the New York Division be
e permitted to contact RICHARD WRIGHT concerning his possible
o knowledge of
T
< THE NEW YORK DIVISION \\/

AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK

Will on receipt of permission from the Bureau,

interview RICHARD WRIGHT along the lines set out above.
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FROM  : sac, curcaco (EENER
S SUBJECT: —
E NTERNAL SECURITY - c;

SMITH ACT OF 1940

ReBulet dated May 2, 1958 entitled "U.S.

cih

r V. Y < 1T AcT MEMBERSHIP RETRIAL)"
o and New York r to Bureau May 13, 1958 entitled
i ﬂls-c“ and my airtel of May 22, 1958,
ot
proseny e author of "Native Son".
re not place WRIGHT in the CP but recalls
— had numerous discussions with person believed to be
- concerning a manuscript of a ublication being prepared
. by WRIGHT. m the individual believed -
o to be RICHA IGHT was employed at the settlement house

at 39th and Langley Avenue, Chicago, Illinois and was
connected in some way with the Abraham Lincoln School of

@: 2orens o X
ISR, b

S - Chicago

RICHARD WRIGHT) . _
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On February 13, 1956, RICEARD WRIGHT appeared
before AGNES SCHNEIDER, Consul of the United States of
America at Parls, France, being duly sworn, stated he was
submitting the following statement as part of his appli- ‘
cation for a passport which he executed on February 13, 1958,
In that statement, subject stated he was not then a member
of the Communist Party, but bhad been & member of the Commu-
nist Party from 1932 to 19L2, and celled attention to the
statement he had executed et the American Embassy, Paris,

France, on September 16, 1954, £fr further details in that
regerd.

The Communist Party Las been designated by the

Attorney Generel of the Unifted States pursuant to Executive
Orcder 10450,

d

On September 16, 195L, RICHARD WRIGET appeared be-
fore AGNES SCREIDZER, Consul of the United States of Lmerica
et Paris, France, being duly sworn, furnished a statement con-
sisting of answers to questions annexeéd to his statement. 1In
that statement, subject identified himself as being the same
RICEARD WRIGHT whose experiences in the cormmunist movement
were included in the book, "The God That Failed."™ Subject
stated he could not fix the exact time of his joining the
Communist Party because he was a functionary in the Communist
Party before he actually joined the Communist Party. He
explained that the method used by the Communist frerty in
recruiting is of such a nature that the line or date of deter-
mining the exact membership is very difficult. He stated
that to the best of his recollection, the date (about 1933)
shown in his book, ®The God That Failed", is correct. Subject
stated thet he 1s the RICHARD WRIGET who wrote a letter to
the League of American Writers expressing his views on the
Spanish Civil war, which was published in May, 1938, in the
booklet, Mwriters Take Sides.®

The League of American Writers has been designated
by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant to
Executive Order 10,50,

A

. = “Subject stated at the ‘time of writing the above= * °
‘mentioned letter he -was a member of the Communist Party. He

stated he is not now a member of the Communist Ferty of any
country of the world.
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‘Subject stated that he disaffiliated with the
Communi&t Party of the United States sometime during the
year 1942, and that his disaffiliation came about because
of a series of ideological disputes he had with the -

£ . = follo communist officials:m'
- %ﬂd others, He stated his decision to \
- break with the Communist Party was preccicated upén his

- disagreement with the Communist Party's position upon the \

egro guestion in the United States. .He stated that
at that time urged him to become a member-
at-large of the Communist Party, but that he refused to

heed that suggestion. 8Subject stated that two years later,
in 194k, he publicly indicated his disaffiliation with

the Communist Party by means ci-a press conference held in
the office of his agent in Yew York, PAUL REYNOLDS, and a
few months later he wrote two articles in the ®Atlantic

= Monthly" indicating he was no longer affiliasted with the

- Communist Party. ’

Subject was asked if he was acquainted witb- b
in the 0ffice of Wer

—— Information., Subject stated that he has a slight acquaintance-

= ship wit and 1t dates exactly from the period

A which he did some voluntary work for the Office of War Infor-

_i mation in 1942. BEHe stated he metﬁ in the O0ffice of

war Information in 1942, and as he recalls was Introduced to

e presence of
Subject stated that was known to him as a member

- of iie Communist Partil and he esiiiﬁ-
- In regard toq subject stated he was
> ving any affiliation with the Commu- .

not known to him as ha
nist Party at that time. Subject stated he was somewhat"

rised and taken back when

and the manner of his being introduced to him

' , implied that @GR understood the subjectls olitica sition
" very well. Subject stated that T
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one of the leading
cormunists of the Uniteg States, approached him shortly afte
bis introduction to @Y ond esked him to malke a formal
epplication to work for the Office of war Information. Sub-
Ject stated he told them that this would be rather difficult
8ince he was a publicly mown communist writer and had bem
Chief of the Harlem Bureau of the ®Daily Workepr. %

The "Daily Worker" was an East Coast cémmunist
newspaper which suspended publication on January 13, 1958.

Subject stated that informed him
that the Communist Party kncw exactly what it was doing in
asking him to make this move, and that he shoulgd forthwith
get an application blank would aid him in filling
out the application blank, bie stated he obtainegd the
epplication blank ang called at his home,

which at that time was at 11 Revere Place, Brookly, New York,
and they Jolntly filled out this application. Subject stated
the application reflected that he was a member of the Commu-
nist Party and objected to the linking of cormunism with ‘

fascism, as the application implied, and indicated that sub-
Ject was a ratriotic person wishing to meke a contribution
to the war effort. Subject stated he took this application
before a Notary Public and swore to the truthfulness of its
contents, an act which at the time made him, perhaps, the
only sworn Communist 4in the United States, Subject stated he
took this appli cationﬁ
the 0ffice of War Information and handed it to them, He
stated they read it and hag & consulation about it in his ‘
sight, but out of reach of his hearing, Subject stated that
their comment to him was, "You are reelly intransigeant,.®
Subject stated he returned to his house and waited anxiously .
for some days to hear from his application, end he began to
suspect that they never actually turned it in, He stated he

does riot know what happened to it, for he never had a reply to
{ application, Subject stated he consulted with

astounded him in his hosie in rooklyn by telling him-
he d no recollection of having helped subject’ make out such

&n application.. Subject stated that upon- reflection, he

" reglized that the Communist Party had undoubtedly decided he

2 "~ 2,
WE6HT,

was too well known as a communist to be sponsored for work
in the Office of War Information, and they hag, therefore,
chosen someone else less politically prominent to teke the job

\
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