"The Worker"™, issue of November 26, 1961, page 1,
reflects an article which states in part "Dr., W, E.

B. DU BOIS, outstanding figure in American letters,
father of the modern Negro freedom movement, and long-.
time crusader for the national independence of African
people, has joined the CP of the United States.....™

"The Worker" is an East Coast communist weekly
newspaper.
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Information Report No. 1 from the Secrctariat, Accra June, 1962

The Goal : A Scientific and authenticelly  Afiican Compeidium
of the known facts concerning  African Life. History and Culture.

Answering a Present Need
There is general agreement. certainly among Africans, that it s time that the
existing hknowledge concerning Africa and its peoples be assembled. organized. and
published in encyclopedia form. Tt is agreed also that such o publication should be /
based as far as possible though by no means exclusively on the scientific rescarch of
African scholars. Undoubtedly this compendium of knowledee about Africa would
be of great value to Africans in their present renaissance. as well as to peoples of the
western world Tong schooled to behieve that Africa is a continent without a historn
until the coming of the Buropeans.

Opinions of Experts
These are the conclusions of Dr. Wo o B Du Bois based on the replies of the

ercat majority of the hundred-odd persons with whom he has corresponded  recog-
nized authorities in various branches of African studies in all parts of the world -
regarding the plan for an Encyelopedia Africana.

In the prosent number, together with a statement about the work of the Seerctarian
for an I ncvclopedia Africanas passages from a number of fetters from Do Du Boiy'
\'m‘l'cxl’mndcnl\ are qllnlcd.

Future Information Reports =
Once very detailed response recenved by Dro Du Bois from an Fevpuan scholar,

points. will be included moa forthcoming Information Report. These R'upurl\. to be
issucd periodicallys hinve as therr primary. purpose not simply 1o record the progress
of the work of preparing the Toacvclopedia Africana. but more especially to stimulate
the broadest possible co-operation in. and support of . that work.

who weighs the evidencee bearing on Arab sknvers. Fexpuan cthnology, and other




There has been set up in Accra, Ghana, a Secre-
tariat for an Encyclopedia Africana, to be directed
by Dr. W. E. B. Du Bois. It is sponsored by the
Ghana Academy of Sciences, and the Government
of Ghana has underwritten the cost of starting
its work.

The object of the Sccretariat is to plan, guide,
and co-ordinate the work of asscmbling, organizing,
and publishing materials for an Encyclopedia
Africana that is authentically African in jts point
of view and at the same time a product of scientific
scholarship. The Sccretariat, the Dircctor wishes
it understood, is not merely a dream or a project;
itis a directorate.

The Existing Knowledge

While the preparation of ap Encyclopedia
Africana is unquestionably a tremendous under-
taking, it must be remembered that there is already
in print a large number of articles and many
books written by African scholars and based on
scientific knowledge. There js also a considerable
body of material, greatly enlarged since the Sccond
World War when a revolution in the world's
attention to Africa began 1o occur. written by
persons who are not Africans but who have
studied African life and culture carcfully and
have understood and reflected the African point
of view. There are young students—African,
European, and Asian,—who arc¢ scriously exploring
the history of African culture. All this makes a
considerable body of knowledge now ready or
soon to be available which s adaptable for use
in an Encyclopedia Africana. We are sure that a
few years further work by scholars of African and
other nations will make it possible for the Secre-
tariat to begin the publication of such an Encyclo-

- pedia.

All Africa Must Participate

It is, of course, to be expected that the center
and headquarters of what is 1o be cssentially a
work of and by Africans should be situated in
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The Proposed Plan of Work

Africa. The personal interest of President Nkrumah
in the fulfilment of the work on an Encyclo-
pedia Africana undcrlakanmany years ago by
Dr. Du Bois led to the cstablishment of the seat
of the Secretariat in Accra. While this will be
the center of direction and co-ordination, all Africa,
the Director has emphasized, will be invited and
urged to participate in the work to be donc and
to share in authority and responsibility for and
support of this undertaking.

At the outset the advice and counsel of cminent
authoritics in  various African states js being
sought. There have alrcady come proposals from
interested individuals for (he organization of
tcams among their fellow-scholars 10 take respon-
sibility for material relating to their specific area.
All African institutions and socicties of higher
learning arc being asked to Co-opcrate. It is planned
that the Editorial Board, as it comes to be cstab-
lished, will be broadly representative of the
highest African scholarship. In due course the
Governments of all independent African states
will be formally requested 1o provide practical
assistance toward the preparation and publication
of the Encyclopedia Africana.

The Onc Requirement: Accurate Interpretation

At the same time, as has already been said, gt
is the intention of the Seeretariat 1o draw alvo
upon the writings of non-African specialists in the
various disciplines whose work has contributed to
the accurate interpretation of African life and
history. The co-operation of such scholurs i all
parts of the world i cagerly invited. The Director
has been greatly encouraged by the CAPressions
of ¢ndorsement and Pledges of assistance which
he has thus far receiy ed from these souree,

Such in bricf outline v the way in which the
Scerctariat conceives its task and responsibilities.
It asks the aid and support of all who can con-
tribute in any Way to the realization of e poul
of achieving the publication of an I neyelopedia
Africana which is the product of the best seholyr
ship available i Africa and abroad
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"Reactions t& e proposed Encyclopédré Africana

From the numerous responses reccived by the Dircctor, Dr. W. E. B. Du Bois, in answer to his
letters requesting the opinion and advice of ecminent scholars with respect to his proposals for an
Encyclopedia Africana, the following passages are cited in order to convey a cross-section view of
both who the correspondents were, and what their opinion was in general.

It will be observed that while two or three of the correspondents quoted here expressed doubts
about the present feasibility of the Dircctor’s proposals, mainly because of the comparatively limited
number of scicntifically trained African scholars, the great majority gave enthusiastic endorsement.

(The passages arc arranged simply in the alphabetical‘order of the names of the correspondents.
The Sceretariat wishes to explain that for reasons of time, it has taken the liberty of publishing
passages from the letters without waiting to request the correspondents’ permission to do so. It also
regrets that for reasons of space, it was not possible to quote the letters in full and more of them.)

Tur HON. JAMAL MOUHAMED ATIMED,

Ambassador of the Republic of Sudan, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia:

* My immediate reaction on reading your note was that the time could not be better chosen
for the scheme. May [ therefore, say at once that it is welcome . . . '

** Concentrating * on the history of the past, etc.’ is one point that could be uscfully discussed
and reported upon by a small group of people. My own feeling is that the scheme should,
if it can. take stock of the present in as much as it stems from the past. 1 am as keen as you
scem to be on steering away from topical subjects, yet [ cannot help visualizing many
subjects that can uscfully Iead into a correlation of the past with the present

* 1 want to say please count on my good will and co-opcration.™

Dr. Horace M. Boxp,

School of Education. Atlanta University, Atlanta, Georgia:

* I thank you for writing to me about the Encyclopedia Africana. 1 am honored to be mvited
to give my reaction and my co-operation. My reaction is, that it is a magnificent conception;
and that T am gratificd to see the project, to which you have given such prolonged thought
and work, closer to realization than ever before.

* I will be glad to give whatever co-operation may be requested.”

Dr. Kvrr Brriser,

Director, Karl Max Universiy, Leipzig:

“Unser Institut begrusst die Herausgabe emer Afrika-Enzyhopadice. die vom Standpunkt
der afrikanischen Volker. ihrer grossen Kultur und Geschichte, geschricben wird. Die
Verwirklichung cines solchen Planes konnte ein wesentlicher Beitrag fur die Erschliessung
cines echten afrikanischen Gieschichtsbildes sein. das lange Zeit unter dem Einfluss ciner
im Kolonialismus wurzelnden curozentristischen Geschichtsschreibung einseiting, verzerrt
oder verfalseht dargestellt wurde.

“ Die Mitarbeiter unseres Instituts konnten evil. in Form von Konsultationen und Gutachten
oder auch in dirchter Mitarbeit auf folgenden Forschungsgebicten. auf denen bisher Ergeb-
nisse erziclt warden. zur Herausgabe ciner solchen Enzyklopadie beitragen:™ (five topics
Iisted relatine o East and Southwest Africa). '

Lvens SO Cann,
Dirctor. Ausdée Roval de U Atrgue Contrale, Tervaren, Belgiun:
1 opeceivad, some time avo, your letter coneerning an Eneyelopedia Africana. We are, in
this institation most svimnathetic toward such aventure and in principle quite prepared

o cooperal:.

= Some of the ddlicultios You mention are read notably the comparatively small number of
Atnicans who e scientific students of Africa. Tdo not however think there would be more
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* prejudice anondescension and certain assumptions toward Africans among Europeans
- of scholarly training than there would be among Africans similarly trained towards
. " Europcans.

* Once we are completely satisfied that the venture will be on a strictly scientific basis and
< that no onc will be excluded for racial or political reasons and afso that the work be
entirely frec of propaganda, we would be prepared to co-operate in the following ways:
(a) send in lists of African and Belgian scholars who are avthorities in various ficlds, for
You to contact them directly, or (A) serve here as a clearing house for cverything concerning
Congo and Ruanda-Urundi.”

DRr. GERTRUDE CATON-THOMPSON,
Court Farm, Worcester, England:

™ The outline scheme for an Encyelopedia Africana, which you have been good cnough to

send me, has greatly interested me: and 1 greatly admire your intrepid intentions. There is
no doubt at all that co-ordination of the rapidly increasing knowledge of Africa's past
history will become a major need. incapable of fulfilment unless undertaken by some
responsible body adequately supported by public funds on. at least, a quinquenial basis . . .
I should agree with you that such a scheme should be in the hands, and with the active
co-operation, of. some alrcady independent Negro state . . . On the other hand, it must
I think. be recognised that the inception of such a plan may come to grief scientifically
unless the Negro state implementing it financially is ready to see that outside guidance
cannot be dispensed with until such time as the historical mind and training of African
students has been developed considerably further than 1 imagine to be the case.”

DRr. L. Gray Cowan,.
Executive Scecrctary, African Studices Association, New York City:

J'T have read with interest the proposal for an Encyclopedia Africana. 1 feel that the idea
itself is excellent but 1 also fully agree with you that it will involve certain diflicultics in
carrying it out. There is no doubt in my mind that such an Encyclopedia would be of
much greater significance were it written by Africanists from an African point of view . . .

“ I am sure that if you were to proceed with the project based in Ghana you would receive

the fullest co-operation from the African specialists in this country in whatever way they
may be of the greatest use.”

L3

PHiLip D. CurTix,
Associate Professor of Historv, Uni versity of Wisconsin, Madison. Wisconsin:
My . .. reaction to the proposal, which is shared by Professor Vansina, is that you are

correct in believing that the members of the editorial board should be African. ‘On the
other hand. we do not think that the race of the contributors should weigh heavily or at all.
We recognise that there are many biased works by Europeans about African society and
culture, but also some of the very best of the works correcting this bias have alvo been
donc by Europcans—the work of Thomas Hodgkin and Basil Davidson. for cxample,
There is some possibility that critics will claim such an encyelopedia is a preduct of racism-
in-reverse, and I believe that this could be avoided ifvhe contributions e drawn from
the best scholars available. regardless of race.™

BasiL Davipsoy,

London:

" Let me say straight away that I think the plan is good and useful. and. of course, the right
way to go about it: i.c. the work must be * Alrica-besed ™ in more senses than one, and HIS
much as possible should be done by Africans. The diflicultics on that ~ide. it seems (oo mie,
are two: first. the present shortage of qualified writers and, second, the tendeney 1o
reproduce a * European stereotype * of African history and culture . . | Theretore 1 feel

. sure you are wise to insist that the encyclopedia shall be a scientific production and not g

matter of propaganda.
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“ On the non-Africir side the position may be a little better than you suspect. There is
growing up a new * school * of interest and otudy in African civilisation, and I think you
would find you could draw on quite a wide ficld of talent whose contributions would
not ‘be marred by traditional prejudice . . . )

“ 1 should like to stress the importance of the central directing hand, because I think that
otherwise there may develop a considerable and destructive confusion of ideology
and by idcology I mean in this context the basic approach to the work. T take it that you
would place Africa in its world context, as a continent among other continents hul‘m()uldcd
by its own matrix of pressures —these pressures being of an cconomic and social order,
in the first place; and having little or no relationship to theories of “race” and all the
traditional humbug that has muddled us so in the past. T think that most worthwnile
scholars would follow you in this, some enthusiastically but some a little . . . rcluctantly:
henee the need for firm direction and control of approach.™

ALONA E. EVANS,
Chairman, Department of Political Science, W ellestey College, Wellesley, Massachuseltts:

** This project scems to me to be an admirable undertaking. The Ghana Academy of Learning
and the Republic of Ghana arc (o be congratulated on their interest in sponsoring it.”

H. A. FOSBROOKE,
Dircetor. The Rhodes-Livingstone Institure. Lusaha, Northern Rhodesia:

“ 1 was most interested to receive your letter . . . concerning an Encyclopedia Africana.
There is obviously a great need for such a work, but an cqually great danger that too
premature a publication will endow with the hall-mark of authenticity what at the moment
can only be regarded as conjecture. There is also a risk that conceptual history, slanted
to a current political ideology, will be perpetuated.

* S0, except where one is sure of facts as facts, care must be taken to emphasize the
tentative nature of the record: it would be wise in this connection to make mention of the
roscarch potential”

Dr. E. FRANKLIN FRAZIER, i
Chairman. Department of Sociology and Anthropology. Howard University, Washington. D.C.:

“ The idea of an African Lncyclopedia is especially important at this period in the history
of Africa when there is need to make explicit the historie tradition of peoples who are
cmerging from a pre-literate pastand are seehing to " aflirm the African personality " in the
modern world.

“ Howerer. it is my opinion that an attempt to bring out an Lncyclopedia which would
represent what the world has meant and means to Africa and by implication what Africans
would make of themeelves is prematuare in view of the human resources available for such
an undertaking.”

Dr. Mirvicry Jo Hirsnovins,
Chairman, Program of Afrivan Studies. Northwestern Cniversity, Evanston. Hlinois:
“On my return from Africa | find your letter of October 12th with the proposal for the
Lnevclopedia Africana. Naturally . Fwill be more than glad to do anything 1can ... In the
Bast few vears there has been a great deal of scholarly work of considerable importance
done in this country in the study of Africa. and I know there would be many resources.
particularly among the younger men and women who have worked in the ficld. on which
sou would wish to call.”™
Cirorar M. Jonssos,
L tine Principal. University of Niveria, Nsuhkha, Nigeria:
“ L want voli to know that the Administration and several Faculties at the University of
Nigeria are behind you solidly © .. In facts 1 have spoken to several distinguished Alfrican
«holirs who are members of our faculty. AlLof them agree with your proposal and would
like to be included among your advisers and contributors. When you are ready to contact
lhéw personalities. T would be glad to co-operate personally in any way that will appear
indicated.” '

A
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PROFESSOR CHARLES-ANi,«T: JULIEN, S
Faculté des Lettres et Sciences Humaines, Université de Paris, Paris:

*“ Je me réjouis. pour avoir suivi vos travaux ¢t admiré votre admirable activité qui triomphe
des ans, de vous voir aborder unc enterprise dun intérét primordial. Vous pouvez compler
sur mon concours le plus dévoudé dans la mesure ol vous le jugerez utile. Je pense, tout
comme vous, que la dite encyclopédic doit avoir un caractére rigourcusement scientifique.
I! faut que les Africains étudient leur pays avec leur propre mentalit¢ ct leur propre hicrar-
chie des valeurs mais avec des exigences qui ne les fassent pas tomber dans unc histoire
nationaliste qui, sous prétexte de combattre les excés anticolonialistes. adopteraient les mémes
méthodes. C’est un danger que je redout beaucoup et dont certaines manifestations récentes
me font craindre pour I'avenir. 1 faut que ce soit unc autorité aussi grande que la votre
que exige la recherche de la vérité qui est la meilleure forme de I'action.”

DR. MURAD KAMEL,

Faculty of Arts, Cairo University. Cairo:

“ I hasten to state that such an Encyclopedia is urgently needed. especially if the work is
carried out on the lines you proposc . . . I am certain that the right scholars will be found
to cover most aspects of knowledge required for this important work . . .

1 quite agree with you that if an clement of propaganda seeps into this work, it will mar it,
From my experience. the safest way to avoid this is to keep away from oflicial institutions
and concentrate on individual scholars who, in turn, will be able to create groups to work
together as a team. independent of outside influence and interference.

I am personally most interested in this project. and cager to help inany way Tean. | propose
to undertake the formation of two teams: one to cover Egvpt and the other Ethiopia.™

Kto Mo-jo. '
Academy of Sciences of China. Pehing:

" I believe your proposed project a very significant one. and very anteresting to me. I express
my heartfelt support for such an effort on vour part. And [ shall be very happy it | can
provide any help in this work."”

L. S. B. LEakty.
Curator. The Coryndon Muscum., Nairobi. Kenva:

*In principle. T certainly think that an Encyelopedia Africana. as set out by vou. would be
most worthwhile and I should be happy to co-operate in the preparation of certain aspects
of the Encyclopedia in due course.”

" My only fear is whether you might not find that some African contributors may et carried
away by much of what is now false history and it would need the utmost citre to cisure
that the work comes up to international standards of accuracy. However. Tdo not revard
this as an insuperable difliculty. although it is one of which you must be tully warned ™

ABDOULAYT Ly,
Dircector-Adjoint. Institur Frangaive d’ Afrigue Noive, Université de Dakar, Dahar:
** J7ai bien réfléchi au projet d'Eney clopédic Africaine querous ez bicn voulu me soumettre.
*Je crois la chose utile et réalisable telle que vous Fenvisages et vous issure dores ot des
de mon soutien actif” pour sa préparation comme pour sa rCalisation ™
AcapeMicias Josie MAcik.
Dircctor. Institure of History, Czechostonak e ad my of Scicnees, Pragi

" The Ceechoslovak scholars will gladly do their best in CACTY FOSPECt Lo assisD Vo i v o
£ cflort. They aceept your project of 1he | acopedie Alicana as o app ol tor hones
: and sincere intermicional scientific co-operation documenting the adea of oend<tap and
mutual understanding between the nations of the world, | corentulie vou on thes
memorable first steps towards such an | novclopedia and assure voa tha the toapeaine
Czechoslovak scholars who fully support yvour views will he pleased o collaborate ™

O
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' PrROFISSOR GiRrVASE MATHEW,

. Balliol College, Oxford Universit )

' “ 1 think your plan admirable and will be very glad to co-operatc in any way.”
ABU MAYANJA,

Minister of Education, Government of Buganda, Kampala, Uganda:

1 agree entirely with your prcliminary views as sct out in your memorandum about the
scope and purpose of the Encyclopedia, especially with your insistence that the work
must be scientific and not some sort of chcap race propaganda . . .

I think that the enterprise, if it is to act in some way as a unifying factor of Africans . . .
must be undertaken on an all-African basis, For this rcason, I strongly feel that the costs
of the scheme should not be borne by Ghana alone, unless the other independent African
States, having been asked to contribute, decline to do so.

“If. as I hope, there are other independent African States to contribute to the costs, then
I think they should be associated preferably through their academic personncl in selecting
or appointing members of the Editorial Board.” :

Piinir Masox,
The Institute of Race Relations, London:

" Noone who is interested in Africa coulddoubt the value of the project which you propose,
nor do I think there can be any question that you are right in proposing that it should
be as far as possiple written and dirccted by Africans. The difficulty, however, is—as |
think you yourself clearly feel—that the number of Africans available for the purpose
is small, partly because of the lack of educational facilitics in the past and partly because
there is such immense scope in the new nations for those who are now leaving the univer-
sities. 1t seems to me therefore that you would narrow the ficld of talent available 10
yourself if you entircly excluaed the valuable help you might reccive from Europcan and
American scholars .

1 believe .. that the editorial board who are to have the lust word on what appcars
i the published work should include representatives of several African universities and
that they should include scholars who use the French as well as the English language.”

R. Marsy,
Dircctor of the Department of Archeology-Prehistory, Institu Frangais d'Afrique Noire. Universite
de Dakar, Dakar:

“ Ji Fhonneur daccuser réception de votre lettre . . . relative a votre projet d'Encyclopedia
africana . . .

= Votre initiative est du Plus grand intérét et ¢est avee grand plaisir que j'y collaborerai
pour L période ancienne et moyannageuse sur lesquelles mes connaissances pourront vous
¢tre utiles. Je suppose que vous bornez votre travail a I'Afrique Tropicale?

M et un travail aorees longue haleine. qui demandera certainement des anndes, et jl
sagirait dubord d'Ctablir un plan et de répartir Ie travail entre les specialistes. qui ne sont
dailleurs pas i nombreus, ™

Riciiarn B Moggis.,
Chairman. Department of History . Columbia niversity. New York Ciry:

T should be very glad o call to the attention of the Department your exciting plan for an
Eacyclopedin Atvicina, This seems 1o be an eminently worthw hile project. and onc that |.
A non African historian, would certainly want to use frequently.™

- Provessor Ngrary e,

.. Nubficld Colleae () vpord NIVCrSity:
“Lam much interested in the plans which sou outlined in your letter of October 31t for an
. Fooydopedia which Tam sure would be extremely valuiable, It is vers ditlicult indeed to

tind out who is who in Africas and the new and intense interest in the continent makes
such o work of the highest value.™




. ARTHUR T. PORTER,
Vice-Principal, Fourah Bay College, Freetown, Sicrra Leone:
** 1 have been requested to reply to your letter . . . together with your valuable memorandum

on a contemplated encyclopedia on Africa and Africans by Africans. We think it a most
laudable project and we wish you all success.”

ProfrEessor R. I. ROTBERG,
Center for International Affairs, Harvard University:

** On the basis of your lctter, and the accompanying proposal. my own reaction is enthusiastic, .
providing ethnocentrism was avoided. Naturally. 1 would enjoy knowing further details as
your plan progresses. ™

H. J. SiMONS,

Associate Professor of Comparative African Government and Law, School of African Studies, Univer-
sity of Cape Town:

** 1 have been asked by the University authoritics to reply directly to your circular letter con-
cerning the proposed Encyclopedia Africana. I think that it is an cxccllent idea and that
no onc is better qualified than you arc to sponsor such a colossal project. As your lctter rc-
marks, we in Africa will benefit cnormously from a comprchensive and rcliable survey of
our past and our culture.

* T am afraid, however, that we shall have to wait a long time before the matcrial for a
really comprehensive account will have been assembled. Much of the basic rescarch work
needed has still to be carried out and the rescarch workers have still to be tramftd. It
might be wiscr to begin with a less ambitious und:rtaking and bring together such infor-
mation as is now available. History, biography, language. rcligions, law and social systems
constitute a wide ficld, but all should find a place in an Encyclopedia. ™

(0]
Symbol of Wisdom
We are indebted to the Ghanaian The Secrctariat will be plad 10 send
artist, Mr. Kofi Antubam of Achimota copics of this _RLPORT 1w other
. interested persons whose names and
School, for the embclhs_hmcnl of the addresses are férwarded 1o it,
masthead of our Information Reports. It welcomes all expressions of opinion
. and comments, suggestions,  or
i The scroll bears two traditional Akan questions.
symbols of wisdom and applied know- _
ledge (the lower band), widely used for I.hc SL;CTCI:{rI.\;\ ::o‘r an
decorative design in Ghana. The mecaning A opedin Afticans
. ; Dircctor: Dr. W. E. B. Du Bois
is expressed by the words, Mate-Masic P.O. Box 2797. Accra. Ghana.
(I have heard and kept); the maxim: in
the depths of knowledge is wisdom.
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UNI'< D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUL.TICE
FEDERAL BURE.Aﬁ OF INVESTIGATION

In R I lea,ge Rf WASHINGTON 25, D.C.
n Reply, > Refer to

File No.
March 21, 1963

WILLTIAM EDWARD BURGHARDT DU BOIS

The files of the Passport Office, Department of
State, reviewed by a Special Agent of the FBI on March 18,
1963, disclose that on February 21, 1963, the Department
of State informed the American Embassy at Accra, Ghana, that
it had been reported in the press on February 19, 1963, that
captioned subject had applied for and been granted Ghanaian
citizenship., This communication requested that the Embassy
make inquiry of the Government of Ghana to determine whether
there is a basis for preparing a Certificate of Loss of
‘Nationality of the United States in his name showing his
expatriation under Section 349 (a) (1) of the Immigration
and Nationality Act of 1952,

By Operations Memorandum (OM) dated March 4, 1963,
the Embassy in Accra replied to the Department of State that
a press release had been issued on February 16, 1963, by the
Ministry of the Interior of Ghana announcing that subject
had applied for and been granted a certificate of naturali-
zation as a citizen of Ghana; *-This news release mentioned
that subject had been in Ghana since 1960 and had for some
time been working on the Encyclopedia Africana., The OM
stated that the Embassy had written to subject..asking him
to complete an Affidavit of Expatriated Person and return
his American passport for cancellation, The Embassy stated
that it had received no reply because of subject's age (95)
and "his public attitude of derision toward the United States
as exhibited in his recent newspaper articles in the Evenin
News." The Embassy stated that it had also written to the
Ministry of Interior asking for details of the naturalization,
but no reply had yet been received,

An OM dated March 11, 1963, forwarded to the De-
partment of State a Certificate of Loss of Nationality of
the United States concerning DuBois., This certificate was
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RE: WILLIAM EDWARD BURGHARDT DU BOIS

prepared by Daniel A, Britz, Vice Consul at Accra on

March 11, 1963, and certifies that William Edward B, DuBois,
born at Great Barrington, Massachusetts, on February 23, 1868,
has acquired the nationality of the Republic of Ghana by
virtue of his voluntary naturalization, in that he was natura-
lized in Ghana upon his own application on February 15, 1963.
The certificate states that he expatriated himself on Feb-
ruary 15, 1963, under the provisions of Section 349 (a) (1)

of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952, The certifi-
cate adds that evidence of such action consists of Ghana

Press Release Number 76/63 issued on February 16, 1963, by

the Ghana Ministry of Information for the Ministry of the
Interior, and a letter from the Principal Secretary, Ghana
Monistry of the Interior, dated March 7, 1963. The Press
Release and the letter from the Principal Secretary are in

the passport file, the latter stating that the naturalization
of Dr, DuBois took effect on February 15, 1963.

______ On March 14, 1963, the Passport Office, Department
of State, approved subject's Certificate of Loss of Nationality

~——and forwarded a copy to the Immigration and Naturalization
Service. On March 15, 1963, the Passport Office returned a
copy of the certificate to the Embassy at Accra for transmit-
tal to subject, advising the Embassy also to inform subject
in writing that his American passport is canceled and any
further use of same might subject-him to prosecution.

This document coutains ncither
recommencctions nor conclusions of
the FRI. It is the property of

the FEi a~0 isS 15302d to your agency;

{t ard itz contexuls are not to be
distrituted outside your agency.
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UNITED STATES GOYERMENT

Memomna’um O MAYS 1963
| DIRECTOR, FBI (100:99729) DATE: FRR 2% 1563
: 3""1171,&1

SAC, NEW YORK

WILLIAM EDWARD BURGHARDT DU BOIS
SM =~ C
(00: NEW YORK)

ReWFOlet to Bureau, dated 3/21/63.

W, E, B, DU BOIS is a security index subJect,
NYO. His residence and employment are situated in Accr
Ghana, Africa. Referenced WFOlet sets forth information,
verified by the Department of State, to the effect that
subject lost his American citizenship when he became a
naturalized citizen of Ghana in February, 1963. Subject
has been officilally expatriated by the Department of State.
It 18 recommended therefore that his sécurity index card

. be cancelled, If recommendation-t6” ‘Cancel subject's SI
lcard is approved by the Bureau, the stops nurrently
outstanding against subject with INS and Pgssport Office
will be removed \

—_a

..: -
-

Referenced WFO letter enclosed a 1etterhead —

memorandum setting forth pertinent information concerniﬁé
subject's loss of American citizenship and his naturalization
as a citizen of Ghana.

—
i

gpA

All_h'\lFURMATIDN CONTAINED

11f . HERERY:S LNCLAS
SMAGT. a8 nArLLa_(_owB%J@‘
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Your letter dated August 2, 1968, has been recelvddy
and I appreclate your kind comment concernlng our work,

R A r————
romey

Although I would like to be of service, information
in the files of the FBI must be maintained as confidential in accordance
with regulations of the Department of Justice. I regret I am unableto -
help you and trust that you will not Infer that we either do or do not have
data regardlng the subject of your lnqulry

Enclosed is some uteraxure I hope will be of lnterest to

~ ALLINFORMAT'ON CONTAR
Sincerely yours, HEREINIS UDLASSHIED

ki i ¥ -G

_you.

. :
- .

Enclosures (5) A
Communist Illusion and Democratlc Reality

""Faith in God--Our Answer T ,Communtsm"
FBI LEB Intro 4/61 o I3
The Communi&t Party Line
The Communist Menace: ;"Red Goals and Chr fl

Gdd 1S b 5




Dear Sirs:

€duld you please give me any information on \/
"William Edward Dubois" in connection with Communism
activities in America. If is my understanding that he no longer
lives in America. I'm a housewife with four children and some y
of this man's material was used in our Bible school sessions for~
Junior children in our Methodist Church and it would help me to
know about this man.

I know you are very busy with all the fine work
you are doing and maybe you can't advise me; but I don't know
who to ask about it, but you.

Very Sincerely,

REC- 6 /0‘& 77 / 7 —2n/

ALL INFORMAT: ON CONTAINED

trn, AL iy EUG 14 1303
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Director, FBI

Mainland Press, A

Hong Kong, B.C.C., as RO S

three dispatches by the Chinese Communist "New China

News Agency" carrying purported statements by Americans on the,"
blem, = ‘

e A s
e o

u‘ ‘»"'v‘. ;

.,d'..,l B AN N B

The following persons are referred to in the NCNA -
articles: oo

‘- s T -

., Dr. W. E. B. DUBOIS, described as a noted U.“S.‘Négro’Scholar;;
. SHIRLEY GRAHAM, wife of Dr. W. E. B, DUBOIS, desc:iped as an_.. .
"+ . Americap authoress and public leader.’. BT A e

AL INFORMATION CHTEPIED

- HEREHR 3 bfiﬁik:f.lﬁ.)
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Dr. U.Z.2. Du nois end Wife Cxpress Thanks for . - _
C:airiren i‘ac Tse-tung's Staterent S .

(. Cin-Zrziich: Accra, Asug. 22, 767

Shiriey Qr&he.::," vil€ o1 the noled J.C. [legro scholar Doctor W.E.B. Du 3ois)
dec_arel here today; -tha. ihe peopie. ilroughout the world warmly welcomed Chairmen
iiau Tse-tung's.stetement surporting {he” surigg.ie o. American Negroes.
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_tion practiced in the United States is inliee’ Aiscrii:ination azainst Afriqa,

."}b' husband Doctor W.E.B. Du Scis joins me in this noile =) than¥c ic a creatl
leader and friend of humanity," she said in a steterent to IIClA. 'llever before tos
such an appeal been made 1o the world by a head cf a larze anG powerful state,”,
she added. ’ o . :

Shirléy Graham said, "We, in soon-to-be united ATvica, hear tais call sl t.‘:é
accompanying statement with uplifted hearts. The A.7i.ans ancw well thai discrimina-
itat not |
only have the irperialisis anl the racist: robbed, plundered and ravaged tuis I-oizful )
continent, but they have erployed every reans of demreiation, cppression ani share
to humiliate Africans ani all children of Alrica." =il e

,’;. iy 3 5 Y 5
. She said, "The wealth, prosperity and advencerent ol the United Stateés was
built on the a:mih'i:"ation of one people, Arerican Indien andé the enslaverent of S

another."" : ! e e tee e

She said that recently high oificiais in Chicano omened a centennial exhitiiion,
celebrating the 120th anniversery of Abrahum Linccin's erancipatiaon proclazation and
exhibiting "the Hegro's coniributions to the Unite2 States". Beginning with all ihe
back-breaiiing lebor of clearing and developing wilderness and building cities, tie
Negro's contribution rounted ani expanied throu:h every field or endeavor, reac..ing
particular heights in music, 2{teraiure eni sciesnce. In cpite of many nolaull omissisaoyt
the Chicago exhibition proved this. !

E: % 2§ s B ; o 2 s, . . - “ d e e
"Yet, what is the liegro’s riuce in this lanu O RIS DIrta¥’ Bhe BSKER. - e T
She said, "lio American ilegro can feel sa2cure egainst Insult and suame in ihe i

United States today! MNoxrth or souti, easi or west, an American Ilegro never knows
vhen he will be faced with in2ignitv." 'The baciers of the i‘’ennedy Adminisiretion
malle uch of the 'efforts being rale to wipe out segresacion and discrimination'”,
she said, "Examine these righty 'eforts! closely and they may be seen as rrolonge” .
and herculean labor of the 1n.cunta'm whici, brings fcrtn a mouse'."

"Nearly one hundred years ago, the i3%i., 1ith and ) ti avendments to the Conziltu-
tion granted full citizenship to forrer slaves an: <o their iescendents born infthe
United States. Why then is it now necessary <or President ‘ennedy to beg Congress to
pass nev legislation desipgned to grant this porticn of pojulavion rights and privileges
enjoyed by every white citizen:" She said, "Is the United States too weal: to enforce
its own laws within its boundaries:" : FAien e

agitate the Anmerican llegroes today as echoes

the Atlantic. They see & long depressed continent
throwing off its chains and fetters. They hear voices o African leaders caliing for

@ united struggle against every form of ipperialfsm ond neo-cclonialism.  And tley

cry out, as did one Negro student, hic head bleeding, as he was dragged ofif by the
police: ™“All Africa will be liberated befose I can get a lousy cup of coffee!" She

"These are the questions which
of the Alrican revolution roll aciross

said, "Few American Negroes will read Chairmen lizo's, statement. 1In so far as it is

possible, they will be kept in ignorance that a righty charpion has arisen in their :

defense.” .. . g oy R L e et et EE TR Lo T
RS SR ) SR LT B R S T e R R R L :
i Shirley Grahac concluded, "The overwhelning majarity oS the peoples o e USITT

will heed thie call. And they wili strike another blow in the death knel) of impericiic:
in all its forus. Add to seven million citizens o the T'eople'c Republic of China,
warkers, peasants, revolutionary intellectualis and enlighienel elenents of the bour-

geoisie of all colors, white, blaclk, yellow and brown, all now alerted to tue llegrc

people's struggle, and victory is assured."
Gt an R S ‘
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espnt he It.fll" e's nepubli\, cf China is ealkmg reccrd.s in
: and ocngtructicn, the Ancrican uuuhCPﬁSS and public et

or. tod ols S'wets'k‘.,'a Russia, acfc ing to ;ass.
o L %a ovemhe’,iz..a“"ﬁ"‘ﬁ"ﬂ'de;—s a vis,lt’q‘i"—it first glance.  Vast ...
housing corfstructinon is under wyy in Feldnb, ‘she gays. "The New China is - 5l
rapidly meeting the population’s requirerents in housing. . If it is not
‘pessible to put up new ruildings rightaway tapv.ater, sewage, and electr:.cgt"
- a.re prrvide\‘ Lo the 01d neig,lmor" *ods." e » ot '

At present. Shlrle:y Grahaxu notes, the Chmese people, 'hh(’ lan uished 5

= ;aer the \mne of exgploitabion for ‘iany ,_-.memoy s, enthusiasticall)y Lgdenc:.t ,'}"
their pla.ns. The Chinesc take pride in their effcrts. Last year during t}*c
,‘rna‘b leap forwsrd, not. only the womers, but every yene 1r f‘hina. made ateel.

.
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) 18 ¢ diml-?problem* ,sh:lna,

-became convi.nced,ﬁmtg.here a8 mo«grouna;—'fcr 3uvenﬂé delinquency--
that:country,; becguse every 'youth; and gird Ichows: sthat -!ﬁhey are“' v
ded.,hw’ looisetv,fxtthat they are of. value to. 11:.." . i AR A

e o nstiomlitiee, Shirley umﬁé:h i

zwtes that as an American Nagro, she is always interastod in these qussti.om.

" BIM, she notés, RHave secn the revival of a nation; bavé unuerstocd what = -

d:mrgaa it has. ubiergons during @ short span of ¥iss,wiile in-a villege of..

. 4he Y4 pe::*ple in the Western part of Sgechwan I conversad' with happy’ passanta
~ who vers elaves 10 years 8go. The Butionalities University founded in Peidng,.

exd tustitutes of Naticasl{ties set up in svery provired, have given the -
, rtprmnutim ef bke natima.l m:!.rﬂritiu 8 chance to get a hi,ghet odnoatmn.

2 ‘I bafem;ee:a wcman;in ‘Chinaj"f tho Az;{ériaaﬁ auéboru-
»in e%rrlvﬂ.k of: life, side ‘by si.de \d.th uen; tranafo*mm el b&ildivg up
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GSA GEN, REG. NO. 27 ' T 1"
UNITED STATES G( ,RNMENT =z ]
Memorandum
DIRECTOR, FBI (100-99729) paTe: 3/21/63

O
WILLIAM EDWARD BURGHARDT DU BOIS
SM-C
(00:NY)

Enclosed herewith to the Bureau are eight copies
of a LHM dated as above in captioned matter. Two copies
are designated for NYO. ‘

This memo represents investigation byq
Hto whom subject's passport file was made available
y Mr, ROBERT D. JOHNSON, Chief Counsel, Passport Office,

Department of State,

It is noted that subject has now been officially
expatriated by the Department of State and, as such, shouid
not be able to return tQQ;he U.S. unless he obtains an
American visa,

1{ﬁiﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ%.l-lnh

FENEN IS UNCLASSIFIED
DATE ~fofe By s "
\Q\x .
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5 BOIS, foremost crusader for Ne-~
- gro rights for more than ‘half a
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WASHINGTON——At 11:30 at the Washington Monume
or a moment of silence in tribute to Dr- W, E. Burghard
nd great inspirer of the modern freedom movement.” The sea of people wlml
ad gathered b) that time stood in silence. )

“We shall miss him,” Davis said. = -
~ DR. W. E. BURGHARDT Du-

century, dean of American. his-
torians and outstandipg protag-
onist for world peace and

national liberation, died Tues-

day night in Accra, Ghana, where
e had made his home in recent

I'ears. He was 96 years of age.

i Dr. DuBois died on the eve of
he great. Washington Frceedom
farch for whose aims he had
N &

. Encyclopedia

Ossie Davis ask
uBois, the *“fathe

- - P

=~ — -

fought all of his adult life, as a
leader in the struggles of the Ne-
gro people.

At the time ot tis death he
was directing the writing of en
Africana which
was sponsored by the govern-
ment of Ghana and which has
support throughout the conti-

"nent and abroad.

At the age of 93 Dr. DuBois
joined the Communist Pax'ty of

the US. =, .

In a letter to Gus Hall on Oct.
1, 1961, when he applied for
membership in the Communist
Party of the U.S., Dr. DuBois re-
called the political and economic

Tele Room

beliéfs he had developed over a
lifetime. Then he said: * .
“Today I have reached a irm

conclusion:’
“Capitalism

cannot reform i{-

self, it is doomed to self-destru
tion. No universal selfishness
(Continued on pige 12)
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The Washington Post and
Times Herald

The Washington Daily News

The Evening Star

New York Herald Tribune e

New York Journal-AmeriCan cm e

New York Mirror
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NOT RECORDEC
DEC 24 1833

T w York Timgs

The Worker

The New Leader e
The Wall Street Journal e

The National Observer e mm———

People's World
Date
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